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Jud.ge Sch1r1ok,' m~· friends and neighbors of Ellenville: 

I think that I could almost add t o tho.t, my 

cousins o! UlEiter County. L:y f orebears were in part res

ponaible tor Uleter County, fpr thlE: very good reuf'On. 
r--.J. The first o! my ,..:t' 1 J~ name over her e lived 

1n uew Amster dam prior to 1850, married a young lady , 

started a family, a nd proceeded to die, whereupon the young 

lady "up and died too, and the five emall ohildren became 

the wards of t he Orphans• Court down in Uew York 01 ty i n 

185.. There was no money to bring them up and lt'e do not 

know e;~~:aotly how they did got brought up, exce~t the !not 

that they d i d ; and one of them, the ol dest, when he was 

very young, was evidently a husky youngster because he wao 

then sent up to what wo.s known aa Eaooue, just aftrr the 

maeeaore bi the Ind\&n•; 'ead.;4.t ... t.Aat pa.rtioule.r . ti~;e ..... tnere 
. I 

wae a grave question ae to whether any wh ite settlers could 

continue ar ound t he Esopus settlement . 

of some 

company 

and he. 

The reeul t was that with their own aid and that 

youngsters, including young Uicholo.e Roosevelt , a 
t~JI<d "'' ?nil.~~-~-., 

~f-Wha.~ "t •Ul eall t l::w P&) il4V'"t' a Wle organhed, 

1 take it, was a 'buck private' in that company. And 

so, for sever al years, he helped the settlers around the 

Esopus in keeping the Indians a number of miles back in the 

mount ains ·· t·t· M'!~L~~· J~. o.~! .. we ii~U9:!',: . ;:~e lived in one \~f those 

nu111eroue nne old atone houfles in the neighborhood of the 

VIllage of Hurley. 
He married an Ulster Oo~nty girl, one of the 

Harden'borgh/ a,a4.'/Jr. e eons were born here , and they a~e.rr1ed 
Ulster oounty girle. and in that way I feel a very ve ry 

clo~e k1-neh1p to a great manY of the old Dutch f amilies 

~~ -th•re~Nt•...illlt.z wJ.1.h pecpl &, \GO throughout 

Uleter oounty. ~Jt 1e o. very nt oe thing when I corr.e 



here to ttnd that the toaGtmaoter, Harry Sch1r 1.ok, le alec . " 
known a a Dutch , 

I asked my wi fe coming down in the oaT what I 

ebould. talk about. She euggeeted Btate government. 1 ea1d, 

"Tho.t 1 e fine. I r.il l try hnrd. Of courflc, to t a l k about l t 

adequately will take about four hours, but 1 will try to 

oompreee 1 t int o two. " She eaid, ttoon ' t talk about a t ate 

government , " 

I am glad ~ my old friend, Dr. Thayer, has 

spoken about the Department or OorreotioD.. Ther e wae every 

reason in the world, bealde the fact that I wanted him , why 

1 t was essential for tb1a s tate that he be called bao):. from 

hie 11 ttle sojourn in Maryland. 

•· I am glad that Or . Thayer hae tol d you about ~ 

phase of the ata.te government . lion, t here nre ~.:lA:i''tt'L, . 
16'1 phaeee. f.tafl ,.;.·3t I ~OOulO: gtve·~wn.at might 'be ot.l.l• d a·~ 

s i mple keynote of our state gover nment d.ur1.ng the paet;year~ 
I would. call i t the keynote of trying t o bring th18 state 

government up to date . You know, government 'J]t'Obably moves , 

u. a gMt :u' pT~poe1 tt9&, mor e slowly than o l v1Hu.ti on 

1 teelf .lie" things , new methode of lite, ne" influences on 

our l ives, are nearly a lways one or t wo or three jumps 

ahead of government 1 teelf. 

And. so, three years ago "e started i n to br~ng 

tbe government up to date, Perb.lfiPB I e'bould not put 1 t 

that way. ;.;e ho.d been gtven the mach inery o.nd the oppor

tun1 ty o! br1nging 1 t up to date beoauoe o! the far - o1ghted , 

{;.~/~., ....._splendid v1a1on . anc! t he qualltiee of my 
~..v . 

ptec1eoeesor,A.Altred. Jl. Smith . 
~Jn carrying out this keynote, 1 t seems to me 

there that ** hao been one obj ect in mind all the way through, 

no matter which department we have tried to.bring up to date , 
j,t-,_,t;---

and that 1a the ~ of humo.n1ty, of recocn1t1ns the 
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fact that ete.te 1net1tut1one, state departmjpte, state /:.'f?{• tt-..J-) . 
aot1vit1.ee, arc really not far from the~·,.. not ., 

~ super-government, eometbing ~ out of our Ken, 

but. ro.ther eometntng t hat intimately o.ffecte and. t ouoheo 

our everyday 11vea: ~ 
~. Ve found, for example, t ho.t the pr 1sone or 

this eta.te wer e about seventy-five or eighty year s out or 

4ate, and 1t he.a coat e.nd 10 coating ~.,ri money 

and a..,..g%-Bel dn1 ..fiS effort and&-!"'":* 4 ea-....f thought to 

bring our prison' up to the needs of modern eooiety and alec 

the tee.obinge of moder:n science. J t 1e not eo long ego 

that a. prisoner we.e a prisoner , somebody merely to be pun

ished, t;tl:ow we have 'begun to understand. for 1 t et111 is 

o new aotenoe, ~•a t g:wa-.i~m1 ;re~ thnt prtnonere. 

a:tter all , are ' human beihga: ·and: tttat the 'VBl'Y gtee.t · 

me.jori ty of them, instead of being merely pun1.ehed and then 

turned loose to 1oo~l . .. ~c't. into our tD.idet as our neighbors • 

.-- ah0u¥'tui'ne4 baok as good ne1ghbore. able •nd 

r eady to take their part in our community lti'e. That
1 

e a 

big goal , and 1 think that we are noll' tak i ng the fire t 

etepc tn thie state towards tbat goal. 
People come to me from all over the United States 

and ask to ttnd out what our p:rogTam i s. Other stntce are 

copying, and t he eame thing is true about other aoci&l 

actlviUee of the state. ·,;e have, ! or example, in the carr. 

o! the state, over eh:ty thousand men and women and ohildre 

wDo bave eome mental condition that requires oare , and 1 t 

i s only in our generation that we have r ecognized the fact 

that mental trouble is in .most oases merely a disoaae. and 

that 1n moat oaaee that d1eeaee can be cured, ....-lJo ~· 
have 1te.rted and are now bringing to completi on the grent 
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program for the oa.re o! these unfortunates. knoll'1ng that as 

the years go by we w1ll cure a larger and larger percentage 

o! people, whereas in the old days you and 1 'Know that when 

a person went into one of the state hoep1tnls tor the 1n

etlne, th e cho.ncee nere n1pety:- u1ne to one that they would. n ... J.O., .·u; ...._._,. . ··· · 
never oomo out. ~Atru'Efot other thi nga-, too, the care 

ot crippled children, the care of tuber cular people , not 

only in the o1 ty and larger towns and vtJle.ges, but also 1n11Q 

the more remote rural sections of the state. In other words 

we are constantlY trying to keep up to end actuallY "fOlead 

government practice not only in our state 'Out all through 

the Union. 
could go on and point out other phases in which 

we have tried to be socially minded. The great program of 

htDhvrays, o.nd capccially thE ~rca.t progrnm o! po.rk s in t lv• 

state, tha·t;'ef~ ~'b~SU.n ~~~:er GovOrnor 'e~~1t.b'. have· be·en· ·-.tty 

greatly extended during the past thr ee yeare.. 

~m' s t1 11 Of 8oiiB61 OQbLN g h pn.+,-..i -t_, It af fects tnore e.nd 

more people' s 11vee ~very ye e.r. The Ooneervation Departmen 

hae been re-organized e1noe the first of this year o The 

Ooneervatton Oolllmiesionero Henry Morganthau. Jr., told me 

an interesting fact the otber day. I said to hi~t I 

supposed, oeoause o! present oond1 t1ons , 'oecause o~,.,;- d';:f' 

oreaee of prosper ity, "1 suppose that there are not nearly 

as many people using our sta.te pu.rk.e this year ns there 

were last year o" ae said, 11\1hy, you are absolutel y w-rong. 
11 

~This year the records shoo;, that thirty per cent 

more peopl e e;re camping out ln state parke than lB.e~ear, ~ 
And one of the th\.nge that l have as ked him to do 

is to pay aoilo attention to the Oatskllls . You know, peopl< 

have t.al ked a great deal not only in t hle etate . but all 



over, about the beauties and natural wondero of the Adiron

daoke. I am not going to say anything against the Adl ron

daoke, but I am golnu to say thte, and that ie , there aro 

not nearly enough ncople in thls state tl..nd nnt:~ht'~.,t-ln!: 
eto.tee that k~ow of the O!"tek~l!~ · !. •'¥*~ . eo~ ~o~, .r~~·t 
acreage that the state controls, literally hundreds ot 

thoueande ot a.or es, with magnificent views, •tith high 

alt1tudes :--r want to say the state wtu open up the Oo.tektll 

more ,tt'i£; ~~!;-are today for the use and benet! t of the 
peoplfl who own them, • 

I use these subjects as llluetratione to point out 

to you , first,where your money is going, and secondly , the 

tact that your etate government is trying to be of pro.otical 

s ervice. There are a number of other th 1ngs which wo are 

trying to ao all the tlme , ife arc try1nl) in one eenee Lo 
... ; ...... ...,.Jolll(. ,.r., • .,f·f~,.,.·r;;rr~.·i)-r -·"<l --... . •;'. .. ' .. 

experi ment. IVhy not? If the spirit of the experiment 1e 

right, I oay, let's try it, You know o! the gentleman f rom 

!lew York who went out to Kansas in the clothins buslneee and 

opened a clo thing store out there, and sent for the insur

ance man and said, "I Want a full line of coverage , " The 

insurance man said, "All rtght, I will give you a fi rs 

po licy, 1t. wa ter damage pol.lcy, and pla.te glass wlndo" policy 

and burglary policy, That ought to take oare of you all 

right, 
11 11

Well," said the clothing man, "is that all you hav 

got? u 
11
Jlo, 

11 
the Kansas agent said., 11moet peoplf! here take 

out cyclone 1nsuranoe, 1
' And the oloth1n~ mnn said, '1All 

right, put me down for a full line of coverage of oyolone 

lneuranoe, 1t As the agent was walking out, the clothing man 

called him back and said to him 1n a whisper, "Tell mA , my 

friend, how do you sto.rt a oyclonel 11 i 
We are having quite a bnd storm, It has no t 

reached oyolone proportions yet , but 1 t le juet poee1ble 1.ha 
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the storm may get woree, and while- all of us want to do our 

beat not to start a cyclone, but to etop it, naturally, it 

1a just aa well tor us, I think, throughout this ata.te and 

throughout this countr y. to do \Thnt we cnn to to.ke out 

cyclone 1nauranoa. One ·o:t the · wa.ya of·· taking · out oyolone 

insurance. is, of course, to take care of people who have 

been injured. by the etol'm up to tMa present t101e, and 

am sorry to eay that there are not just thousands but 

hundreds of thousands in this state and millions i n the 

country wbo have been hurt by the stor m. There are many 

things that we oan do to prevent storms like this from 

occurring in the days to come, There are etill many exper

i ment& that we must m3.ke with our social order, with the 

eoonomica of the nation, 

For instance , l am working very hard , ae I bave 

for a couple of years , to get the Legielature of this state 

aerloualy to go into the question ot local government. 

em inclined to think that the state government 1e on a 

pretty fair bade, but I am inclined to think also that, 

taking it by and large, tn the cities and the counties end 

some of the villagee and many of the towns, we are spend i ng 

altogether too l'llUCh on the process of local government, and 

yot it eeema very d11'f1oult to get politically minded people 

to change exiet1ng l ocal government. Ther e any many ways 

1n which better financ lns o! new and neoeeear:t public worl<e 

and projeota oan be worked out; there aro many waya in 

whioh the burden of local y.ove rnment Wht.oh wo a r e carrying, 

and 1no1dontally, paaelng on tn very large llltaaure to our 

ohUdren, otn b• Hshtened. 

And then there 11 thia queatlon of la.w, And though 

'l GM a le•ye7, 1 h111 tate eocowhat t o epe•k ot ~he prooeeAu 



ot l aw in the presence o! Vial ter Bl iee and. these other 

distinguished jur ists, and yet, ten1 t it a tact that today 

law 1e a pr etty expens ive C:OO\mod1 ty for 010et of t he peopl e 

who ho.ve to use 1. t, enc1 fllOSt or the people who havf!' to usc 

1 t are not lawyer e. I am wondering whetber law te so sacred 

as to its forcne and 1 ts procedure end its praotioe that we 

oe.n afford to take it apart, to d1eseot it and l ook i t over 

with oare, and then put 1 t together again wi th the pur pose 

of having it func tion more quickly, mor e safely, and with 

more juetioe for the average American oi t1zen, Tha t ie 

something that we are undertaking tb1e yeat,. ~· 

~I hope in every part of our state we shall have 

more oo-Oper a t ton, even ft'itb the t hings tbat o.re r ecommended 

that are something a 1:1. ttl e bit new. 

I always think of the t1rst we ek tha.t I was up in 

Albany, in the year 1911, in the State Senate, and a 

Committee of the Leg isl ature mede its report to the Legi s

l ature. I wae .\nterested in the fact that this parti cular 

committee had been at work f or five whole year s . I oaid to 

mysel f, tria it poseible that any commi ttee coul d nork for 

five whole yeo.rs? i'lhat was thei r assi gnment? 11 found that 

their a s signment was to revise ~ the Code of 01v1l 

Procedure . And I found that the r eaaon they "ere appointed 

wae that the Oode of Civil Procedure contained fif t y-f'1ve 

hundred sections, and 1t was hoped when they lfe r e appointed 

that this r evis ion lfould very mat erial ly r educe the size of 

that Oode and a1mplify it , and the committee , after five 

years of investigating tifty-t1ve hundred sec ti one , br ou(Iht 

in the report that they h&d r e·tised tho Oodo from A to Z, 

and they had limplified 1 t do"n t o seven thousand two 

hundred no tiona t 



But I wae t a lking about etorma. ',7e can, by 

going after 1 t wl th deflnt tc poe1 tive ao tlon do everythi ng 

that we oan hu:'Danly do to prevent storms like this f rom 

atr1k\ng this na t ion ag~\ln, Out there ie something that ie 

more i mmediate, and that 1e the taking care of the thousand 

and hundreds of: thousands within our State who this year. 

and eapeolally, I fear. this comi ng winter, are going to be 

in want or distres s of some kind or another. I have been 

t hinking over t he problem for some time. We got th1:ough 

thE last winter, a s you know, f airly well. The gover nment) 

county, city, and town, did their beet t o create public 

work, to hire ae many people as they , possibly could , peopl e 

wbo were out of work and otherwise woul d have been out of 

food and shelter, and then individuo.l citiZ('llA Un·c.ut;h0\11. 

the 'eta'te ' d'! (f ibefr ' wo±lc' ' ilfag,\'!'!foen\ly !n oontr!butt'ng'' to . 

the various terms of chat1t1ee. Unfor tunatel y the surveys 

eho·w th at thie coming n1nt er those forme of e.sei s tanoe are 

going to be mor e sorel y pressed than they were , even las t 

year. In the first pl ace, a great many of our communities 

have cO!I'IB to the point wher e they cannot borrow any more 

money. They are up t o the debt 11a11 t, or they have no t got 

any !!'lore ueetul public works thnt they can employ people on, 

a nd in the second place, e. great many poopl~ who gave to 

private llbt reU.ef funde are Unable to give as muoh now as 

they did then. On the other s ide of the picture, the 
•J'.H(i,J-

amount thtr~.t hae got to be extended is poaoibl y groater than 
' laet year, and that 1e "hy, after th inking it over very , 

very, oaretully, I co.me to the deftr.t.te conoluelon th18 

mo:rning, and announced that at the coming eeaeion of t he 

Les!olo.turo I wae go!ng to aelc the Leg!elatu:e to take up 

t.he Mllit.er of et.ate aeetetanoe for the -re11el of people 
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"hO have not go t clothee to keep on their backs , who have 

not got shelter over their heads. Wh en all i s oaid and done , 

While we cannot go, in our civilization, to the point or 

eaylng t hn t govcr :-tlllent owes every man Dnd every ! o.mily a 

job, I believe we oan go to the point of saying that govern

ment cannot allow any of its cithene to starve! 

It ie perfectly true, as Judge Sohirlok hae said, 

tha t have had lots of problems up in Albany, They have 

been three strenuous yeare, but on t he Whole, the old etate 

is g61ng along. ife have kept the government up to date , 

and more than that, I think we have mad/1thte etate, on the 
""-A"-•---~._ 7;;;,f~ J.-r-:,, A-WhOle, ,..... ..... ~ .. ·~ government~ 1r1 ~. fh6 hun-

4 1 
drede ot i~usands ot men and women who are co-operating 

With ~ ever y dny and. every weak tmd ever y 

month; "lt't haYe aaad.e our government looke~ up to and rtapeote 

by all of the other etates i n the Union . 

I want to add just a word of tribute to t he people 

of this state for the way they have seemed t o understand 

what their state government was driving at, and s eemed to 

understand t hat there was a detint te progr am; that there was 

a high purpose in seeking to serve the people. I am no t 

afraid of experiments, but I hope that as theee difficult 

yeah go on that this period in our hieto1•y will be looked 

bo.ok t o as a period wh en the State ot Uew York llend th e 

Uni ted St ates in sane , ueotul e xpex h 1onte l WOl'k, ..-t il&:'ti'fl whtt 

o1v1Uzo.t1on t o tor , t hat 18 wh a t our t orrtt ot gove rnment 1e 

f or. 

It tre " ere t o r un El l enville under t he flftll'\8 tor11 

ot govtl J'tvuen~ t ha t. t ~ hhd t n 1600, Lt. wou l d not. bo muotj ot 

an lllenvill e, l f we r aq Ul • \ er Ooutll.Y hl t.t1il au,.~ way tllt~ t. 

H ""' run I n l b2Q, II •lu i~ 1)0~ le u"l' Of Ill Ul~llj Oouoolyj 

I 
I 



We ~o not want to go baok to the condition of the highways , 

to the conditione of sani t ation a.rtd hygiene, to the generAl 

conditione of ltv1n6 of even fifty years ago. Clearly, we 

do not want to stand still, lest as a con~munity and as o. 

state, peopl e a few years from now will point thetr fingers 

at us and say, "~Thy, they are living in the paet. 11 

And 10 I am proud of the state, and may say that 

I have just a touch otOre of pr i de in thie part of the state, 

pride in the old Hudson River Counties , pride inthe county 

tho.t I live in, pride in the county north of me , from which 

my wife came, and pr ide in the county of my cousins acrose 

the r iver. 

It haa been ~y good. of you t o have this fine 

banquet tonight. I am ver y fond of El lenville. I 50 bftOk 
I think 

in my own pe.reonal memory to a day wh~J was ten or twelve 

years old and came up the old Delawar~Udson Oanc.l on a 

canal boat all the vray from Rondout c l ear out to the Penn .. 

sylvania mi nes, going over the strangest kind of a railroo.d 

the last par t of the way , going over i t in a ooal bucket, 

up mountains and down into valleys, and up into mounta ins 

ag&1n, but I shall always remen1ber t hat trip because it was 

my !irat introduction, when I wno a boy, to Ulster Oounty, 

l ook acros s !rom my home every day lind look 

into Uleter County. The more I look into it the llapr>tcr 

I am t.o ece 1 t.s natural beauty and eurrounc\1 nge , and o.m ~ln 

to be here to r.,eet atain my fl'tend.e and neishborR. 

And eo may l say th&t my wt:rc and I hnvc ho.cl o. -rJ:...i,;· 1.~<~1 .. 
portootl y del1ghttul even ing, not o. etate ~ but ~ 

.. tumily par\.y. Coed ntght., o.nd let 11'10 cor.~e here very eoon 

ogoln. -- l~~ //,; Jtr2~t 



... 

~~ 
... l •ol .. ~l•t 
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here t o !in6 tllat the t oe.G t 1.an t er. !larry Sch iriok, ia alao . .. 
knowu hC Dutch . 

l &.!Ike·! ... y • lfc comi -:g dc"n in tbe oar what I 

shoul d. t alk abc.ut . t:L,.. eugge6tCd f;t.&te govc !'oll:ent. 1 ea \ " , 

" Tlw t 1 B !" t ue. t ~d . .il \.r-. !.n:n:l . r:. r cc.ur H. ~c t •d. i: ntout it\ 
adequately Wl \1 ta\c:e about !our hour a, but 1 wUl tl'Y to 

government. '' 

T am glad ~~ troY -:.ld lrlend, Cr. Thayer , hu 

epol<en a l l O\\ \ t he (•t>r,l'.rh'.tnt of CoTreo t1on . There wae every 

rcneon l n t t.t world , be elde t he f act tlu\t 1 l'far\t ed hh1, why 

it "e.a eceent1o l f e r t.bie ctate t.h11t he 'ce called bao'r. fr om 

hie little e?journ l.n ~~uylc.nd . 

•· 1 a :r. ~lad that. Dr. 'ihey~r hae told you about _o»!

ph~tsc of ~iu~ t t.Cit.<.> !;;oVelr.··.~r. t . I:or., ther l' n r e ~~~ 
111:1 pha ee e . lft1fr , ~! I oou lo ; tve • hat =lgh~ be o•ll•~ a. 

s i:nple keynote of out s t~lt 6tl'le:rr.~ent dur1nt; the put;'year j 

! would ctUl i t t ho keyr, ,n. - \.! Jl•·t.. to br inb tt. ~e e t at.e 

gonrmrent up t o d~te . You know, gove r nmeont pr oba'bl y moves , 

~u.l-p~~. ;::or e slowly tf.an o1v111Za.t1on 

1t eel f . Ueff th\n~e . new a:!etl.Ods of lite, new 1nfluence e on 

our Uve A. a r c n~erl;r &lt~"ays one or t wo or thr ee j u,-;pe 

eltend ct i;O'Itr ll::ie:nt 1 t oe l!. 

Anti. eo, three years ago '«e started l n to bT1.r.g 

the r,ovr!rnm~r.t up \.0 date. Perb~e ! ehould no1. 'PUt it 

t'nRt. ~'~'M'· ·,; fl 'r' nJ \lc c. n gi ven u.e r,u.ch\n" J i' r.r.-1 "'· ' r.tf!J')O r

tur.lt.y ~r \.r11-t:1 ~ 1t up to date beonuee of t.r.e !ar-olg'nted, 

ti:/:/." .... Aplenf' lO 'ltOiOI'. , and \.he ~ quCt}tt t('tt -o~l OIY 

1'1': . 
prtl~f otto~ .,..fJ"eci E. S!lli th, 

~Yn carry i ng aut thU 'lc:tync.u. 11. eh~nft t.o me 

\.hG\ "~:r~l 11 b e•t. nne obJec t l n 1dnd all 1.1 n w t.1. r.h, 

no •uuer 111h\1Jl1 drpo.rtl4ent u heavE u t ed tc br1 11f) u1 'te.. tt~ , 

an4 tl.~o~\. l ljl ~or },u·u~r.uy, ot rt<;onn1rlf~ lna 

. w. 



'"" '""' ••••• '"""""'"'• ou" '"'""'"'"· ••• J 
aot1v1ttee , arc rea llY not rar fro• the J::Jf(~~"':J;; '.1 i '"" 
~ euper .. gove rnment, eo:neth1r.g ~ out of our ke n, 

\ ,u t. r o.t.l.er ~ot~ct.h\ng t l:e. t 1n\.1mo t eli' t<-fiect. e and t ouct.e n 

our everyday uvea: 
- · Ve found, for example, t hct thO prl sono o! I 

tll!a a t~tc •er e about a.venty-f!ve or eighty yeors out or \ rp,....,l.. I 

date . e.nO 1t has cost and 18 coating ~d~ a~oney I 
and. ~ effort and a pMr rl••l,.+f thougbt to 

bring our prisons up to the needs of modern (lOo1ety and al so 

t he n aobinge of moderr. ocience . i t 1e not eo l on(i ego 

that a. prisoner we.e o. pr1Boner , eor.~ebody cner el y ~o be l)Un-

"-<1~ i ehed , W. now we have begun to underet.e.nd . tor 1 t et1ll t.e 

aft er e.ll. are hu~D&D beings, and that t b e 'tery grea.t 

llle.jori ty o! t hem. 1netee.d of being mer elJ pun\ehed and then 

d l oose tmk IntO our .. !dOt al our ne!ghbOrB , 

.-- •hou d/o.~e tu n•d back ao good r.e!ghboro . aole and 

ready to take the1r put i r.r. our cor!lmun1tY 1\!e . That' a e. 

'big goe.l . a.nd 1 think that we are no• taking the !Uat 

a t epo 1n t h '. a ete.te ~owarde that goal. 
People co111e to me t:rom al.l ovel' the Unt. ted Stat.ee 

nn6 aek t '='· !t.nd ou.t 'flhat our progr e.at h. Other et.nt.oo ar e 

oopy1ne;. and t he ume thing 1.8 true shout other aooi &l 

aoUv it.~ ce or tr<c vt o.te. ·,;e oove . ! or e~o.n,ple, Ln the cnr r. 

of t.lle et&.t.e , ovtr e t.J.tY t houenn d men end "omen and ohtldre 

wbo h&V6 ao~e mc nte.l. ccn61.t.10n t lHl,_ requ~TC\8 car e, o.nd 1t 

la only i n our generation t t1at we havr r ecosntud t he !act 

t hR.t .,er
1
tnl. trou'bl e i.e t r• a:os t oo.101 a.ereh a dtaoaee, &nd 

" ·"' In rout caeee that dlo•••• can ~· cured, ..-.1J'o •• 

h•·~• uar ud "M ere now brtn,\r•a to ccepln t on t.ht ~rei\\. 

.~. 



progra!ll !or t.b~ care o! tbeee unfortuno.tee, knowing the.t ee 

the years go by we will C'Jt'e a larger and larger percentage 

ot people. whereae in the old days you and 1 know that 11hen 

a pcrcon went into one o! the state hce-:>~tnlo tor the tn

Pia n(l, t he chancco rCl'e nlnct.y:-ta1nc t o one t.hat. they wou.ld Tl••. J ... ;,1 ,"/..J.pJ:;" ~. • '' 
never cott.o out. ~Atru'e'"of other th1nge, too, the care 

of crippled. ch llcllen, the care of t uber cular people, no t 

only in tho city and larger tol'l'ne and villages, but aleo 1n1Q 

t.he more remott:: rural eect1on~ of the state. In ot'!ler words 

we o.re constantly trying to keep up to and e.ctually folead. 

government practice not only 1n our etate but all through 

the Union. 
could go on and polnt out other phase a 1n which 

" e have tried t o be eoclally minded. The gren.t program at 

ht
6
hvluye, ond cRpccio.lly U'.t: e;rc ::~. t NO~l' W'l ol pn1·k A ln th"' 

state, tba·t ,;ere 'begUn und"er oo,.ernor Sattb, ha•e· been' 'feTy I 

gr<>a. tly eJttem1ed durlnt; the past three years,. 

fW,fJJA ' s tun a .. e ciiGbiO&tUr pb pu.._U,. It affects more and 

more people's Uvea every year. The Conservation Depart tl'len t 

has been re-orgenaed ei nce tbe first of this year. The 

Ooneervat\on Coonn\ee\oner. Henry t.!organthau. Jr., t.ol d me 

an interesting faot the c:.tber day. 1 sa1d to h1~\_l 
1 

euppoeed , 'beoo.uee of present condit1.ona.,'becauee o~l\.a dt~ 
or eau o! prosperity. • r euppoec tha.t tnne e.re not nearly 

68 many pooplt: uolne vur et Cite pnrke ~hte year ne there 

wero lU I: yeu.r. • He flo,1d . ~~"o'ihy. you o.re nb•olut~ly w1"one;.
1
' 

~Thia year the recorda oho>;\1 that thir \.y per c,. .. , 

mote pEIOJ')le are cat:rp\ 11.' out \n etate rorl<.e than l n.eyYea.1, • 

~nd 0 n 1• Ot \118 th\nt:Q that 1 have S P.~ fl i h1m tO dO 

t.
1 

1.0 pay co•o auent.t. on to l.he Oattt\l: tlla. You '1uw. f#¢p\1 
IJ(I,Vt U l. f.tl .,rttn\ dt.u \ 1Wt (ln11 ln u.u l t.at.e, but all 

-·-

- .. 



over, about the heautlee and natural wonde r s of the Adi r on

dacks. I D."'l not golng to say anything fl8a1net the Adlron

de.oke , but I om go1nc: to say t~1 l s , and that .te , there arc 

not neAtly enou~h oe:ople tn thi s staLe ond 11f>f.·ht-t:.r tnr· 

ato.teo tha t knon ot t he O~teki ll~ . f •=t t ht ~h~• -~"••t 
acreage tha t the state oontrole, lit erally hundreds ot 

thoueande of acr eo, with mngn l flccnt views , wt th high 

altttudes:-I want to say the state will open up the Oataklll 

mor e t han thoy arc today for t he uec and ben et! t of thf:l 
peopl'f~o {~~then, • 

I uee these subjects ae illuetr at t one to point out 

to you, fl r st,.,here your money to go i ng. and second l y, the 

fact that your et!.tc government ta t rying to be of pro.ot1cal 

service. There a.rc a number of othe r th i ngs whtoh we are 

tryln~ ~o do all Lhc tlll'le , •te arc try1nt) ln one eonee Lo 

e.xper t~ent . ... ,n;;·"l'~~~'/·· 'tf' ~~e ept rJ i or the exper1111ent 1e 

rit;ht , 1 oay, let 's try it. lo'J kno~ ot the gen tl ~r'lan from 

Uew York " ho ?tent ~ut to Kans(IQ in t he cloth lne buslneae and 

opEned a cl othlnt; store out ther e , and aen t for the insur

ance rr.o.n ttnd said, "1 want e f ull line of covet agc . .. The 

inouranoe r.oan oald, "All righ t . I Will g i ve you a f i re 

policy , a wa t er dt..'~~Elge pol_i c y, And p l ate g lasa window policy 

nnd burglary poli cy . That ought to take care ot you ell j 
r igh t ." "Well," s a id the clothing lllun, "i s that all you hav 

got? u 
11
Jio, '' the Y.b.nsao agent eatd, 11most peopl 4'! her e h .kc 

:~;h:~·;::•.:n:::,~·;:; "a ;::1 t~~n: :;h;:~.::. •:;rl ~Y~:~:. I 
l nsura noe. 

11 
,..e Lttf!l &ge(&t, Wa& " alklng GUt, the oloth1ng t:IO.O 

oolled h1rl1 book nnt1 4&td t o h t rn 1n a whtepcr, ~Tel1 ml'l, my 

frlenti, how do you DLart. tt oyol.,nel " 

~~ ere havtn~:: quj u " ~rvt uorw., 

reAoh~.;d oyolone J.o/OpQr\ione '/'- I., ~ut. tt 1o 



the etorm n~ay get wor~t:, nnd r.hilE nll or ue wan\. to do our 

be et not t o etQrt a cyclone, but. to etop 1 t, nnturnlly, 1 t 

18 juGt a.e well !or ue, I think, throughout this etate and 

thrc,ugho••t. th\11 coun t l 'y, to Uo wl.nt ne cnn t o t.nko ou t 

oyolone inauranoe, One ot the wa.ye of· tak ing out oyolone 

lneurnnoe . 1.a, of course , to take care o! peopl e who have 

been 1njuTec1 by the etor~n up to this present time, and 

am sorry to &!ly that there are not just thoueande 'but 

hundreds o! tho..,eand.e in thle state and millions 1n the 

country wbo have Oeen hurt by the storm. Ther e are many 1 

thing-a tha.t 'Re cun do to pre·Jent storms like thie !rom I 
ocourrt~ ln tht dfl.ye to come , There are atlll many exper

lmenta that we .,.,uot make wi t h our social orde r, with the 

economlcA of the na.tlon. 

ror 1netanoe, I am. working very hard, a.a I be.ve 

for a couple of yea.re, to get t he Leg1sl at.ure of thla etate 

serlouely to go toto t he quest\on of locfll go·ternr:1.ent. 

em 1nol t neU t.o thlni<. that the ete.t6 ROvernmnnt i.A on a 

pretty falr bush, bu t I am 1nc ltned to t hi nk also that. 

takt nc; 1t 'Ly nnd large, in the o1L1e e and. thfl countteo and 

eomc o! tho vUlll.gAe o.nd many of the to'f9ne, t:e are spend.1Jl8 

altogether too much on the process ot local gove rnment, t~nd 

yot it ~ocn: R '/ el'Y d l.If1cul t t o ge t po11t.1ca.lly minded. people 

t o chanl(e olietlng local sovernroent. The re any many waya 

tn which bot.ter t lnsM1rJ.t; of new t~nd n~o~eeo.r1 DUbUc wor)(t 

nntl projr:ou can be worked ou "i there a.l'e many way• tn 

wh1oh t.he lurdcn of lOofll ,,ovc rnee-n t Whl.oh •• au ourvtna. 

11.nd tuotdent.~ll.y , pa11in8 on tn very lar~e •·ltlli!Jr t t o Qur 

Qhi.ld reu, u .. n ,,., l LaliUpt:d , 

11 n•t Uhul Lhtu t~ t.h~• 'I utU QII qf hw , A#\4 lhoutl 

J1t1lLAtO IQII .. .. ),, \. H-' rp•·~ IH J h• fll~4UI!I., 

'· 

I 
I 



o! l aw in the presence of Wo.l t er Dli. on and. t hese o t her 

diotintJuiohed jur i eta, end yet, ten• t i t a t act t hat t oday 

l aw 1e o. pr e t ty expene tve co~:~mod!ty f or moat of the J'IIIOpl e 

who hcw e to Uflf! 1 t, tmt! :n?st t">f t .,P oropl c "ho haw: to \I nti 

1 t a.re no i l awyer e . I am wonder i ng whetOer la.w t e ao aacred. 

a e to 1 t a fo r cne and 1 ts prooeduTe a."''t.l 1 t o prnottoe t hat we 

oan a! t or(l to take 1 t apart , t o d teceot 1 t and l ook 1 t over 1 
w1 t h care, and t h e n put 1 t t oget he r again wi th t h o pur poee 1 

of having 1t t u no t lon llio r e quickl y. mOt'C a:-.f cly, and with l 
more juetl oc f or t he a verage A~:~erican cl t 1 zen. That 1e 

e oo:~e thlng t hat we ar e undertak i ng tbh. yeax. ~

~ I hope i n ever y part of our state we ehall have 

mor e co-Ope r a t i on, even wltb t.he t htngfl tb ut ore recommended) 

tha.t are aomothing a 1\ tt.le bl t neo 'll' . 

I always t hink of t!'lc !'ire t wock t.ha.t I wo.a up in 

Albany, i n the yea r 1911, in the State Scnat~ . Rnd a 

Oom'Ti l t t ee of the Leg i slature made i t a r eport t o t he Leg le

h .t ure. I was \ n ter es t efi in t he h ot t.ht'l.t t~ ie parti cul a r 

co:n-r.1 ttee ha d been at work f .:>r iive '!!"hol e yc o.re . I s aid to 

t~~y eel f, MJ e i t -posetbl e tha t cny com'llittee coul d " or k f or 

five "hol e y eo.rs1 "1V'ha t was the ir M r= 1gnmen t1 " I f ou nd that 

the i r n s otgnment was t o rev i~e ~ t he Code of Civ \1 

Pr ocedul'c , And I found t hnt t hf' r e o.son t.h e~· werf' appo\n ted 

wa e t hat the Oode o! Civil Pr ocedure c ont.a tned ftf t y- f ive 

hundr ed aeo tton R, and t t wna 1.optl.l ':"lhf.n Vlt'>Y wer e flppo t ntcd 

t.hn t t h iR r e vtelon • ou l d very !l'fl. t f.l ri nl1 y r educe t he ehe o f 

t hn t Oode e.nd a1mpl H? t t, an~ ,.hn co'o'llltt ee , n ftnr !1ve 

year a Of \ nveatt get.l ng t'if ty-!t'IC hundr e'\ Bt" Ctl Ono , brour:;ht 

l n t.hf' r opor t t hat. the y ha" t i"'J i ne1l the Oode f rom A t.o Z, 

" nd t.h t 'l had tllllJJltf t t tS 1t do,tn tt'1 fl~ 'l'•n th0'1.111an1 t wo 

hurvlretl u otJ onft I 

.'/. 



But I WRO t o.lkl 'fl.t; about etorl'!'le. ~i e can, by 

co tug efter 1t. wtt.h de!tn\ te positive acti on do -everythi ng 

that. we oan h'l:tfl.nlr 10 t o nrevent oto rms like th1e f rom 

GtJ•tkl.u,:; t •. ttf n t\ 1. \c..n a~·, \n , Out t.hc r c 1e ooa-,e tb1ng that 1e 

more !mmedl tr te, nnd tho. t 18 thP. taking care of t he thouaand. 

and hund.r~ds o! t.houeanrle wi thin our State who th\e year. 

and. e"pt: ola lly, I fear, this coming " inter , arc going to be 

tn want or lltstree3 of eoa~e kind. or ano t her. I have bee n 

thinki ng over ·the ;~ro'blem f or eot:ne t \ raa . 7/e go t thJ;ough 

thE le.at ffln t er. ea you know, fairly well. The gover nment} 

county, city , and town, d i d thei r b eet to create pu'olio 

work, t o b~re c.e :nany pt:ople as they posel'bl:r c ould, people 

who were out. cf work and ot.herw1ee would have been out of 

foocl and o),t_ll.er , l" .. nd t~r e:1 l n.J1V11h:ol citin:•r, r: tJ, l'(•Cdr' 1 ' 

t he Sta"t e d'td the1 r ~,..()rl( ' ma'gn"i"tlOen\ly tn cont r 1'bu't1ng tc 

the vtar1 oue ! orc1e o! char ities. Unfortuna tely the eur veye 

eholl' that t.h1B eom1 us ,,1nter those f oTma of aae1et&noe are 

go ing to be! atore t.orecly pressed t hrill the~· w~rP, even last 

year. ln the tJ::-Ht pl ac e, 11. g:reat many o! our CO!'Ilmlnl. t \ea 

he.ve come t o the po\nt wherP they cannot bor row any mor e 

money. They t\I"e \,;!} to the ~c'bt l1 m1t, or they have not got 

any !!'lore ue~ tul publ1o worY.e th:•t they can employ people on, 

e.nd 1 n tho necoz,d plaoe, a greo.t many pcopb flho ~~1\ve to 

p: i vc.tc 11\\ Te lif'f fund.e are Unabl e to give a.e rouch now ae 

t h6y did t hen. Ort t he ot hel' e!de of the p1ct.ur e , \l,e 

nrr.out.:J~G_';1h:a got to be e xtenrled io poeo1b l y gl'•;o. t c r t han 

' l a st. yl!nr. and tht> t h why. a fter t.h1nk t ng 1\ over very, 

vuy, oan.tully. 1 CW'"e t o t.t:e d.Pf1t. \. t.e couoluB LOn t.l".U 

lftOrnlr.t. • u.nd c.ttl(l\mCet1 t.l.at at \.he comtr.c ecu~e1on of t he 

Lec1eh.Lurft l ••• £<:1.1lij t.O ask t.l e Lt.g \eluure t.o ttlk~ up 

t.11fl ltl.at .. l.f r 01 11." !.6 unh\ru . .; f Jm r.lJ(l Tel.t e t of peopl.a 



" hO hav e not go~ cloU.e e to keep on t!reir b:~.cke, r.ho have 

not 60t Ah~ltl'r o· .. e r the ir heads. ;·.nE-n all 1s eatd and done,. 

whtle "<' cnnno t go, ln our chllt2at1on, to the noln t of 

IJA.Y 1nr: tt.r t GC. 'II"l':'HCnt OI7CI"\ ~·,cry •'.Wl liltti every fumlly a 

job, I be l1EJvc we oe.n go to the polnt o:f saying thrtt goYJern

mcnt cannot aHoiT C...'l}' of i t a citizens tc star ve : 

It 1a perfectly true, as Judge Sohirick hae oald, 

thut l have hud lots o f problems up 1n Albtlny , They have 

been three etrenuout~ ye&re, bu t on the whole, the old e tate 

le going a long . l?e htwe kept the gove.rnmcnt up to date, 

and more t h iUl t~at , l t hink we have made11\ hie state, on the 

h 1 ~ .._ nr.1;iJ~.~ " o e, ~ governl!'lent
4 
~ 1& w,-

1 

th hun-

dreds of ,-r-::.ushnJ.t -:Jf ccn and wCtrnen trho are co-operating 

With~ everi• dnr e.nd every weAk 1,r,d c vf'ry 

monthi we ha:te oaade ou.r government looke~ up to and Tetpeo. 

by nll of tho:- ot.her etates 1n the Un1on. 

! W6:lt to add j ust a word of tr10ute t o t he oeople 

ot thie e ta. te for the 'lf&Y they ha\•e eeerr.ed t o under etarod 

\fho.t t.hetr o!:at c t;O'Iernrr:ent was driving nt, o.nd eecrncd to 

understand l,!,at there wns a de!int te prog ram; t hat there wae 

a hlgh purpoccs !r, f"JC'f'kinz: to serve the people. 1 a r. not 

ntra id of t>.tptirime ni.A , but 1 hope.- thet as t hese di!'tioult 

yeue go on that thh p6r1od in our t.t e tol'Y wtU bt> looked 

back t o ne t1 period ··1hen t!•e Sta l e of lle" York lend tt.e 

Unite(\ St h t t.r ir1 'fl'• ~ · ueC' f .Jl C1.JI:'Ill !!Uilt.n l I'.Ol'k, 'J IInt t'~ 11'!11\ 

c1v111Eattc..n ' "!OJ, t hl\t 1e whnt our forM o! govtr n'"lent le 

for . 

I J W6 'Ac J ~ t~ run IOl~nvllh U1.1.1t-r l.),r name fol'ln 

of ~OVt;s t.l '"' \ht.. tt u.ti ln le60, \t wmtll no~ b<l Muot, ot 

an Elhu\ltlh, lt 1¥1 l lttJ Uluo· 0""''-i' \11 1.l1(l •u,·o wa1 tl1nt 

1 t,. '"'lil 1 u11 111 1•·~1J, 1\- w Ll lA. m• 1- \ 11 "·'l d1 ~~ au Ul iitfl r Or,uul.y 



Lv u~ • ., ~ c! Par. it .. t.on Md h:,·r,te 

ot,•Ht. • .t , f l. l ·d·~t, ;;. f even fift,: ye-nr~; " 

0 l ~'If' gC'IIt: rftl 

; l<'n.r l•, we 

.r.r r~ \ 

·.l t./ "~.'l.y the:· '.lre ll\•1[~ .:..r1 u.~ 

.... :'! .... ~ e111 p r oo;d o! the at'J.t~. v.r.d 

I 
)! t· 1• :r. '.; •· oA~ :iu:toon Rivet' Counties, J:-T1 dr t:al1 •' ~,., 1 

j! tl. · ! l~ · · t:.• 111, n:. dc 11~ the cour:. ty nnti. <:~! me , ~reo wh1ch 

• 
litl :. 

~ . o: . 

,,. :--~~"' 1.:f e,, ~Y good of YCJ' ~ '. 

.,;.:..,·t,t. ' :·~ very t'cr.,,i of F'll ~n·1 
I t ~ • ••. 

·'· t o p"'L'O,:l,TI .~l k.<. 'l.v! )' tO a dv.:; 'lfhe!1f ~ 

,) f.! l'I'l .:.:·':!~ \.lj) the ~~ld JC'lCW!ti~ 
' " • r •. : .cf! 1 nl l.l !" 'l'a·1 ~r"'"~ ~ondout. clca:r 

~ f'.'l·: ... r . • u.eo , 1. <- ~J.~ ov~r n.a etu .. nseet i 

1.1.'- •u.L 'll'T· • .J 1 t"'C' fflij', S01ng o·;er it I' 

11 up !IIO~~r;:t1'.~ e::-.c\ ~:.:or;l . !nt-o ·~r.ll t:!J'r, tu.d _., 

f agat n, i ,, ; l'!l:·,ll :tj wt~yn ti""l~·· .Ot·r t:.:-.'1. l : 

: ! ne 

1:. 

I' jlr:-.y tt.. t !ht ·'-.l ·,.l!t ~c.h, whL':l r wo.o c. bc.y. v. :;1 .,, .. r. t.y. I 

!I ! loc:: ·.c roP• trv~1 u.y hC'<m<: ~\'f r 

~ 11 l.r... t~lfl'.t': Co\..r, t. y . 1·:u~ t"l~ re 1' look in\.(.. \ 

1/ I ~~,.. lr . ._ , '•\1 h l'\ ' ,1; r:J. l..caut..J t;:-H1 8drl \):n'\r 

' II \ t) o· .1 ':t .. L~,.. ~·f•: ~ ~eo.in rr.y f rter.de t• 

! , ,;'\ ,._n PollY 1 ~f.y th"' t ln'J W •• 
.,t • .., , . 

I! r11.rfed.l.y l."L't~• tf•.l l evenh1e;, W'lt f\ ,. . -~ $+.-i 1 

I 

I 
.,.,. t• }(\!\ 

l t·r 

I '' 

It 'I; t 1, q H .,1lJ • r t!f ,.· .. • .l n! ~ht, r~r,·1 11 ' U t.V rl '/1 I J t' • •II 

I., ... ~ ... ;;.,.: 1.14. -"!~ ....... t- ·' 
r .j 

I 



I 0 November 1999 

Franklin D. Roosevelt Library 
Mr. Mark Renovitch, Archivist 
511 Albany Post Road 
Hyde Park, NY 12538 

Dear Mr. Renovitch, 

CHRISTIE'S 

A very interesting FOR item was consigned to us for sale in a December I 0 auction: his reading 

text of a speech delivered as Governor, in Ulster County. The collector who has owned this for 

many years had made a xerox copy at some point. 

I suggested to him that, in case the Roosevelt Library does not already have a copy of the speech 

and FOR's revisions, he might want to furnish the copy to you. I'm happy to say, he agreed 

without reservation. The copy is enclosed and I hope it proves to be a useful addition to your 

splendid archival holdings on the 32nd President. . 

Sincerely, 

~-
Chris Coover 
Sr. Specialist, Manuscripts 

'd. NV lUll I 



• 
Ju<lge Sofi1riok~· my fr1ende and neighbors of Ellenville: 

I think that f could almost add to that, !BY 

cousins of Ulllter County. lly forebear• were in part ree

poneible for Ulato~ Oo~ty, %r thia very good r eaeon. 

Tbe tire~ of ~~:~y ~ name OYer her e lived • 

in uew Amster dam prior to 1850, married a young lady , . 

started a family, and proceeded to die, whereupon the young 

lady 
10

Up and died" too, and the five emall children became 

the wards ot the Orphans' Court down in New York 01 ty in 

18~. There was no money to bring them up and we do not 

know exactl y bow they did get brought up, except the fact 

that tbey did ; and one of them, the ol dest, when he wae 

very young, wae evidently a husky youngster because be was 

then sent up to what was known as Esopus, just afte
4
r the. 

massacre by the Indiana, ...t;4t that particul ar time there 

was a gra•e question as to whether any wh1 te settlers could 

continue around the Esopus settlement. 

of some 

company 

and he, 

The result waa that wi tb their own aid and that 

youngsters, including young llicholaa Roosevelt , a 
t~lf<,{ 71;. 9ni/.~ L-.1.-y 

o4 ... ~a't we wiloll aN.l th· Po) ~1• da organized, 

I take it, was a 'buck private' in that company. And 

eo, tor several year s, be helped the settlers around the 

Esopus in keeping the Indiana a number of miles baok in the 

mountains , and as far as we know, be l ived in one of tboae 

It 

numerous fine old atone bouaea in the neichborhood ot the ( 

Village o! Hurl ey. 

He married an Ulater Oounty girl, one ot t he 

Hardenbergb~ aM'/ir.• aona were born bare, a.nd they aarr1td 

Ulatar Oounty gtrl1, and in t hat way I tttl a vary vary 

o1ol• kl1lohlp to • ~·~~~ •""Y ot tbo old D\lt9b ful1~u 

-.va thsr• by~.~. rltb ptG'l•~ tQroupou~ 

Ulu .. Qow•w • .....,J, I• • nrr ~••• 1~ 11111 WI!•» I •••• 
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known ae Dutob, 

I asked my wife coming downt- 11i·~tbe4<"'" 

J ; 

should talk about. She auggeated atate1!goYeru.ent: ha&t4• 
1 Tbat1 a uue. I 1l1~lttry hud.~&.1.0tyoomee;aton~t 

adequately will take about four hours, but I will try to 

compress it into two.• She said, •non• t talk about etate 

government, 11 

I am glad ~ my old friend, Dr. Thayer, has 

spoken about the Department ot OorreotiOil. Tbere was every 

reason in the world, belide the fact that I wanted him, why 

1 t was eBiential for this state that he be called back from 
I 

his little sojourn in Maryland. 

I am glad that Dr. Thayer baa told 

phase of tb..e "' atate l-goxeDf!!&nt..,.,,Jiow.~·tbere u.a ~W..M<!...JL4ts; 

*phases. llc1ft, 3t I 

simple keynote ot our state government during the ~., • .-~···• ' ' 

I would cal.l 1 t the keynote of trying to bring tbie state 

government up to date. You know, government Jro~vee, 

as a BM.V7e1 propos' Ho-, more slowly than a1vil1zat1on 

things, new methods of 11te,_new 1ntl~n.c.es-on 

our Uvea, are nearly always one or two or three jumps 

ahead of government 1 tself. 

- -And eo, three years ago we started in to bring 

the government up to date . Perbeps I should not put it 

that way. We bad. 'been given tbe machinery and tbe. oppor

tunity of bringing it up to dati! A.b1;o.aul8 ot the tar-lighted, 

- eplondid vioion, &D4 the ~.,qual1.1eo of •1 .~ 
predeaeuor,!:ftred 1. S.Uh. • ,. 

there 
..a.in aa.rryina out th1.a keynote, it ae .. • to u 

lhU lloil hu bun one objoU iD •1114 all tho ,.o,.&h%0\llh, 

DO UH .. Whioh dl pi<IUM WI have l>l .. ~>-fllll llp tq 4.te, 

on4 thU lo tho (!;:;~/ ot hllaOIIIty, of roooaaa1111 tbo 



• 

fact that state institutions, state d.epartmi.te, state ~~ 

activities, are really not far from the~~-tflt~:,'~'t~Mf ~ 
A. ' 

~ super-government, something ~ out of our lcen, 

but rather aoJDethi~ that intimately a!feota and touches 

our everyday 11 vee. 

4:f:c2t.. ~found., tor example , that the prisons ot 

this state were about eeventy-five or eighty years out of 

date, and 1 t has coat and. 1B coaUng • s•eaii ~~ money 

and .._ gr..sat 1 81:1 el effort and a g'e + 4•el--+f thought to 

bring our prisons up to the needs of modern society and alec 

' the t eachings of model!n science. It is not eo long ago 

that a prisotier was a prisoner , somebody merely to be pun

ished, 1:::/:ow we have begun to understand, for 1 t etill is 

a new aotence, ••••""'h-ot:i?bqs-'"*~J<iu•"'•<~<~ ..... ,,..,..,_ .. that prisoners, 

after all, are human beings. and that the very great 

major! ty of them, instead ot being merely: punished and then 

turned loose t o L~~~l ... ~_ok i~to our ilidet ae our neighbor,e, 

~ sboufcib~ed back as good neighbors. able and 
A 

ready to take their part in our community Ute. That• a a 

big goal, and I think that we are now taking t he tiret 

steps in this state towards that goal: 

People come to me trom all over tbe United States 

and ask to find out what our program h. Other •tatea a.re 

<.:Opying, and the aame tbing ia true about other aoo1al 

activities ot the state . We have, tor exuple, in the care 

ot the etate, over eixty thousand men and •o•en and ohildre 

wbo have acme mental oonc1it1on that requirea oa:e, &nd it 

i e only in our aenera.ttop that •• have reoognhed t}le ta.ot 

that .. nul trouble 11 i n .aoat 01111 •arely a dill&ll , and 

that in ao&t. Olllltl t.h&t dlii,IBI oan bl OUI'Id, ...aSo WI 

~avo -~arted and au JlqW ~JI1!4IIlll ~Q QQ•p1oUoN th• ~··•• 

... 



. ' 
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program tor the care ot these unfortunates, knowing that ae 

the yeare go by we will cure a larger and. larger percentage 

ot people. whereas in the old daye you and I know that when 

a person went into one of .~he a tate boep~:ala. !~; ~.tb~ in

eane. the chances were ninetr.-ntne to one that they-wO\ia.d 

~:'~·,. r}f~-v.• 
never co111e out. ' A trui/ .. ot other thing~ too, the care 

ot crippled children, the care of tubercular people, not 

only in the city and. larger towne and vilj!ges, but alao int!Q 

the more remote rural aeot1one ot the state . In other words 

we are constantly trying to keep up to and actually 1.0lead 

government practice not only in our state but all through 

the Union. 

I could go on and point out other phases in which 

we have tried to be socially minded. The great program ot 

highways, and eapeo1a.1ly the great program ot parke in the 

state, that were begun under Governor Smith, have been very 

greatly extended during the past three yearG. 

~ft I!' couple oof cntrs ~""""' tnwe •eft' t iL:Ittns •' tb ._..., 

Jig~Pm1s tl 11 cr1tt:JUI&li&bte bou•i~. It a:ttects more an(! 

more people's lives every year. The Conservation Departmen 

bas been re-organized since the first of this year. The 

Conservation Oommieeioner, Henry Jlorganthau. Jr .• told me 

an interesting tact the other day. I said to him that I 
.....-at ~""(I 

auppoaed, beoauae of present oondt tiona, because o;...._a de-

crease ot prosperity, 1 1 auppoee that there ue not nearly 

ae many people uatng our state parke:-tbis year as there 

were laet year.• He aa14, 1 'fby , you &re abeolutely wrong. • 

~Tblo year tho :ooordo obow that thirty por oont 

•o~e people are cup ina out in etatt parke than lae)'year. • 

And one ot tbt t hing• that I have aaktd hi• to d.o 

11 t.o pay ao•• at.ttntion to tht Oattkille, You know, peopl 

hovo tolkwd a ,,.,, dad nol ooly lo tblo ltll'tl, buJ all 

.... 
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over, about the beauties and natural wonder s of the Adlron

daoke . I am not going to say anything against the Ad.iron

dacka, but I am goi ng to say t his, and that 1a , t bu e a.re 

not nearly enough .. ~o~le :n ~~1a .•:a~~ ~d n~i~~~~ 
eta tea that know of the Oatakilla . i waab t ,.,. ~hie vast 

acreage that the state controls, l i t erall y hundreds of 

thoua8JldB of ao~ea, with magnificent views, with high 

altltudea:-r want to say the state will open up ~be OatekUl 

rDOre than they are today for the use and benetibt ot t he 

peopl'f!/:o J f.ftbem. . . 
I ~ae these subjects as illuatratlona to point out 

to you, tira~ , where your money is going, and secondly, the 

tact that your state government is trying to be of practical 

s er vice . There a.re a number of other things wbloh we are 

tt:ylng to d.o all the time . We are t rying in onecrwenae to 

experimen t . Why not? If the spirit of t he experiment ia 

right, I say, let 1 a try it. You know of the gentl eman f r om 

Uew York who went out to JC.anaaa i n the clothing buaineaa and 

opened a clothib.g store out there, and sent tor the insur

ance man and said, •z want a f ull line of coverage. • The 

insurance man aaid, "All :right. I will give you a tire 

policy, a water damage pol,lc,.-, and plate glaea window policy 

and burglary policy. That ought to take care of you .I.l 

right." •well, " a aid the o~othing man, "1a that all you bay 

got?" "Uo , " t he l anaae agent said, "=oat people here take 

out cyclone inauranoe . • And t he clothi ng man aaid , 'All 

righ t , put me down tor a full line ot coverage ot cyclone 

ineuranca." AI the aaent waa walking out, tba olotbing ean 

called h i e baok and. aa1d. to h i • i n a whtaper, •Tall • • • ey 

friend, how do you at art a oyolonet • 

•• &1'1 havtna qui te a bad ator11, u haa no ll 

,.aohod orolone proporH ono ru, bu• I ~ l o juo\ po .. lblo lho 
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the storm may get worse, and while' all of ue want to do oUJ' 

beat not to &tart a cyclone, but to etop it, naturally, it 

is just as wall tor us, I think, throughout thie etate .and 

throughout thie oountl'y, ..,.. to. do what WOJ,Oan ,to, t'ake•out u" • 

cyclone insurance. One of the waya of taking out cyclone 

insurance, is, ot course, to take care ot peopl e who have 

been injured by the storm up to tbie present time, and I 

am sorry to say that there are not just tbousande but 

hundreds ot thousand& in th1e atate and millione in the 

country who ba ve 'been burt by the storm. There are many 
I 

tbinga that we can do to prevent atorme like this from 

occurring in the days to come. There are still many exper

iments that we must make with our aocial order, •1 th the 

economics ot the nation. 

For instance , I am working very hard, ae I baTe • 

tor a couple of years, to get the Legislature ot th'a atate 

aeriously to go into the question ot local gove rnment. I 

am inclined to think that the state government is on a 

pretty fair baais, but I am inclined to think also that, 

taking it by and large, in the cities and the counties and 

some of the villagee and many ot the towns, we are spending 

altogether too much on the prooeee ot !~oal government, and 

yet it aeems very dit:tioul t to get politically minded 

to oba.nge e:a:1st1ng local government. There any many waye 

in which better financing ' ot new and. neceeeary public worka 

and proj ects can be worked out; there are •uy waye d.n 

wbioh t be burd.en ot 1ooal goYeruaent Riob •• are OI.I'JYlN, 

ud. 1no1dentally, puetng on 1n .yerr 1&1'11 .. uu• to·OUI 

obUdnn, oan bo llibUIUid , 

And \boo tboro 11 tbll quuU011 ot 141!1, 1114 

1 .. a l uyn, I hult&U •-lfbal to ,,.all ot ~ 

.... 
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"". ; " "L· ·"·•! .. 

;· ·. :'q.'.ll r ·'·'Il-' · ,, 
,. . . ' ... 

law 1e a pretty expensive commodity tor moat o:f the people 
" .... r ........ -.: .. •. c 

wh.~:f ~,:-~~ tft.P~er;~.,. r ·u~ .m?~; .ff! the people who have to use 
1 t are not lawyers. I am wondering whether law is so 

can attord to take it apart, to dissect 1 t and look it over 

with care, and then put it together again. with the purpose 

ot havi ng it I tunc non more quickly, mo~e- aately, and~ with 

t~~ore justice 'tor the average Ame rican ci ttzen. That is 

something t hat we are undertaking ~is year,. 

~ I hope in every part ot our state we shall have 

=ore co~peration, even with t he thin.ga that are re<,oa .. eloao'a l 

tha t are something a little bit new. 
~ ... --- w•t tk ~ .,.,,_ ...... ~··rl ...., t1v.ea~ tkl"Ot1gbout 

I always think ot the tirst week that I was up in. 

Albany, in t he year 1911, in the State Sena t e , and a 

Oommi t t e e ot t he Legislature made its report to the Legie

l ature.. I was inter ested in the tact t hat this particular 

committee bad been at work for five whole years. I said to 

mysel f , 11 Is it possible that any committee coul d work tor 

:fi ve whol e year s? What was their a ssignmeilt? 11 I :found 

tb&t thll 

that Oo4o an4 olopll!y i t, an4 t bo 
y hI 

yoaro o! l nvu tl(laUaa tltty. ttvo , 
In tbl ropo't thU t bly ~114 

and th•r had ol•pllf!od H olo•A 

hun4u4 uo llont I 



But I was talking about storms . We can, by 

going after l t wl tb deflnl te poet ttve action do everything 

that we oan humanly do to prevent storms like this frOIIII 

et%1.klng •thte ·n&tlon .,ag&ln. iut there 1e 'aometblug that le 

more immediate , and that is the taklDg cue of the 

ehd hundreds of thousands within oU% State who this year, 

and eapeolally , I :tear, this coming winter, are going to be 

ln want or dletreaa of some kind or another. I have been 

thinking over the problem for some time. We got tb~ough 
thE last winter , as yOu mow, falrly "W'ell . The government$ 

county, ol ty, and towti, did their ~.,at ~o create public 

work, to hire as manY ·people as t\lerl>poeetbly •could, people 

who were o1J,t of work and otherwise would have been out of 

.,foOd and 'obo'1.~erlll4nd-'tli~n .-!••1i•tdiiat•"d1 useJi1tibrougliqut 

the state c11c1 their work magu1:Uoe.nt1y 1n contribut1ug to 

the various forms of' oha:ttties. Unfortunately the surveys 

show that this coming winter those forms of' assistance are 

going to be more sorely pressed than they were, even last 

year, In the !irst place, a great mahy of our communi tie a 

have come to the pOint where they cannot borrow any more 

money. They ue up to the debt limit, or they have not got 

any mor e useful public works that they oan e'IIR~ people on, 

and in the second place, a great many people who gave to 

private Ilk relief funds are Unable to give as aruob now as 

t hey did then. · On the other side of the picture, the 
•f-.1-tt;,;-amount,. that has got to be extended is possibly ' greater than 

laet year, and that 11 why, a!terttbinlting it ove r very, 

vny, carefully, I came t o the definite oonoludon thie 

morning, and announced that at the ooeina aeee1oD of tbl 

Legillaturo I waa goilll! to aal< tho Lesiolature to taP up 

the 11att.er of etate aeatetanoe to"t the r elilt' of peopt. 

-B· 



who have not got clothes to lteep on thei-r backs, 

not got shelter over their heads. When all is said and 

wh1le we cannot go. in our ci vil iz:ati cn. to the point ot. 

1"!11~01<1!1>...-.. IA!'''~'* .to~~ sove~'nt,.. owe a. every. man and every family a 
job, I believe we oan go to the point ot saying th&t 

ment cannot allow any ot ita citizens to atarve t 

\ 
It is pe-rfectly true, aa Judge Sohiriclt baa, said, 

that I have bad lota of problema up in Albany. They have 

been three s trenuous years. but on the w~ole. the old a t a t e 

is gOing along. We have kept t be , government up to date, 

and more than that, I t hink we have made
1
;'this state , on t he 

whole, ~"government l:f£;. J~·t~ bun-
~ 1 

drede ot .tq.ouaanda ot ~en~ and women who are co-oper.atiug ,, . 
w1 ~ ~;o.I!V~1 d!'Y~el>g., n,g,,y!,HJlld1 O!Ory 

month; we bave made our government looked up to and reepec 

by all of the other states in the Union. 

I want to add just a word of tribute to the people 

ot this state for the way they have seemed t o un4eretand 

what their etate government was d%iving at, and eee01.ed to 

understand that there was a definite programj that there was 

a high purpose in seeking to serve the people. I .allJ. not 

afraid of experiments. but I hope that as t hese difficult 

yeue go on that this period in our h1Btor y will be looked 

baolt t o as a period when the state of New York iJ:ead the 

United States in sane, ~ usetu}. expeJ.:imental ~or,k,.)1A.b~t ~~s 
c i vilization is :tor , .. t;)lat " is. 'lllhat oux form of gqvernment 

tor. 
If we were to •= Ell,,.vnle und~ o~(j.g;jA 



o(o • -· •• ' 'L ( 
at ue and say. 111'hY· ,~h .. ~Y axe _3:fV!~ 1~ ~he 

And ao I am Pt:oud. ~~~~~e .. a;.!).~~· 
I~ have juet"'

1 
a\~otiqh.tiDl'~ ;~~t.-y£tde ·1it t?ia

1

· pS:rt 

p:1de 1n tb~· ~iof~uds'o~'.R1v".:J<oou'I.~i.'e:s. pd;o 1nt~o oounty 

that I 11ve 1n, p:1de 1n ·the c·~,;,;i~ ~o:t~·:of ~,~.}rom wh'1oh 

my wife oa'fo, and p:1de 1n tM coun~y ~f my . ooust118 . ao:oso 

canal boat all the way !l'OIIl Rondout clea:t out to tbe Penn

sylvania lainee, going ovel' the strangest kind of a xailxoad 

the laat paxt o! tbe way, going ovex it in a coal bucket, 

up mountains and down into valleye, and up into mountains 

again. but I shall always xemember tbat txip because 1 t was 

my !1rst intl'oduotion , wben I was a boy, to Ulatex oounty. . . 
I look across from 1DY bouae evexy day "'llnd look 
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