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SPti:OH or Tim GOViJUIOR AT 

DZDIOATIOII Or STEUB£11 UIIORU.L PARI:, REIISZII, ll, Y., 

SUtlRDAT, SEPTEIIBIR 13, 1931. 

FOR Ri:LL\SZ 3 P.!l, 

,..CA., /./ 
Today marks no\ a r e-dedication of a aonument to the 

'llletDOl'Y of a great soldier of t he Revol ution. We come rather 

to aaaume, on the paz\J!! the peopl e of this State for all time 

to ooro1e, the aare of ;,;;;.;;;racrea and. to give a.cceae to the~ 

rec' u-.s t o tutu:re generationa of .Aaericana. 

In thie peaceful co\Ul:try-aide today, faz removed from 

ana.ed c~lict or ~preparations ~ a ri _.lte$., inhabited 

by a ct tizenry largely untrained in t he arts ot war, we can 

visualize I think the difficulties which confronted our fore­

fathers in 1775 when they fo\D'ld that only through wa.r could they 

maintain their libertiaa. The country-si de o! the thirteen 

colonies of t hose days waa equally peacetul, the c itizenry 

equally tmtrained. Embattled ta.rmera could win a ak1rm1eh but 

a trained Army ~.f::t; '~!,..ta war. 
" .. ,rwA.J /.'7/ .. 1 rw-· 

That is wh.y
4 
J'r1ed rich ilhelm Baron von Steuben, 

ooldier ot Frederick the Great , became the Drill Jdaeter of the 

American Army and a trusted Lieutenant of Georse Washington , 

Comca.nder-in-Ohief. 

Those of ue who have given deep study to the prolonged 

problems of our War for independence appreciate 1n tull the 

difficulties o! maintaining a o i tizen &.riiY t hrough eight long 

years over a fif teen hWl.dred mile front - problema that were 

a. a gl'ea.tly concerned with eapri t de corps and the use of home 

made materials as they were with mill tary taotioe and etrategy. 



In this long atrugle the State of lew Tort wae in 

•ore waya than one the principle battle-ground of the JleYolution, 

the key , the maintenance of which contTolled the atabili ty of 

the a.rcb. Here during the greater part of the war were the 

headquarter a of the COIII'D&D4er-in-Ohiet, of the 11lUJ'litione and 

wppliea, and of the preparin& of the coabatant wt te for actual 

confiict. As a natural reiNlt Steuben, Major and Inepeotor 

General of Waahington' a army, waa within the border a of J'ew 

Yoric during the greater part of the Revolution. 

A a a reaul t &leo 1 t waa not atxange that attar the 

war he considered that hie ties with !Jew York were closer 

than with any other ot the thirteen eta tea. Let ua remember 

that ot all hi a companiona 1n arma Co, coming from other 

nations, aae1atec1 us in the winning of our independence, 

Steuben wae the only one to become an American citizen and to 

live out his life among the people whom he had helped. 

llr. Ambaeaador, it is proper that you, the repre­

aentati ve of the grea t German people , should be w1 tb us today 

1n tbia tribute to one who waa born a Gerlll&ll and. reoei ved 

his training under the great Pruaalan Xing. The German people 

are rightly proud. of von Steuben and his memory muat tor all 

time cement the triendahip of our two great naUona. 

But we ot the State of New York have at least 

equal claim to this aoldier of the Revolution. He became not 

alone an American citizen but alao a resident and oi tizen of 

the State of Hew York . To him the people ot this State granted 

a tract of land which :tor all tiae will be known ae •steuben'• 

Patent.• We etand on a part of tha.t patent at thie JtO.ent. 

After hie death be waa buried on hie own land. 'Which he came 

to love eo well. ror aany yeara hie :triende and neighbor• 

1n tho town o~ Steuben kept hla m0110ry green and 1 t -• through 



the ettor'ta of their deece:n4all.'ta 1n thia and neigbbor!D& 'tOWDI 

and, 1.n4eed, the people ot &11 of Oneida County, that tbia 

aonuaent na ueoted. 

Sixty-one years ago a great Governor ot lfew York, 

Horatio Seyaour, took part in the dedication ot thia 80nuaent 

and through all theae yeara theae 1.aediate aorea have been 

held in truat tor the people of the State by the cburob of 

this community. Now the State itaelf resumes the whole ot 

this trust and it is our purpose that the hundreds of thouaanda 

'ftho revere the nome of steuben will come here 1n the future 

yeara and feel proud that the thirteen million people of the 

Empire state have undertaken this task. 

. Gel'm8Zll and Derlcana stand aide by aide today 

hln,~!n'~i~ ~~' 1tr!'~~~ ~t['Jit' Si rrt honor to one 

who eo grea.tly helped the cause of human liberty. 



3PJ:ECII OF THK OOVI:RIIWt AT 

m:DIC.TIO" OF f:fmffl8X l!.WOR!J.r, P=Jtl, Rl.:llSKN, ll . T., 

SAT\.GWAT , SIPT>!lolm:R 13, 1931, 

,, ..;/'1 
Today ~ka no'\11& :re-ded1oat:1on o f a momr.um t to the 

r.tedlol"J' o f a great aol d llr of t he Rewlution. rle coma r a t her 

to aaSlDDe, on t he part of t he people of thie Rt a:te tor all time 

t o come, t he oaza of aacr od aor ea and t o g11'e aooata t o the 

a&ored e.orea to future gener at i on s of Anterioane . 

I n t ll1 a peaoetul country- aida t oday , far l'eiiO"Yed trol!l 
:uc: 

armed conflict; or 1lll.e pr epara tlona f?r anted confli ct, i nhab i t ed 

by a citi zenry l argely untra ined i n t he arts of -.r, we can 

T1BU&l1s a I t h i nk t h e d1ff1cul tie a which confronted our fore­

!atller e i n 1775 when they f ound tha t onl y throu,eh war could t hey 

mai nta i n t heir 11bart1aa. The oountry- alde of t he t hi rteen 

col oni ea of t hoae days waa equall y peaoatul., t he o1Usenry 

equally untJ'a i ned. Y.rnba ttl ed tamar a could win a eki :mieh but 
A~~· '-'l~('(... 

a trained Army -.t win a war. 

"" ....... ;.zr •. 'l tN./1-
'nlat 1a Why.A.~1eder1oh Wilhel m Baron von Ot euben, 

eol dier of Freder i ck the Great , became t he Drill ltaet e r of the 

American Ar riJY ana a t :rua t ed 1.1eut enant of a.oase Washi ngton, 

ComL1lmder-1n- Chief . 

'l'hoea of ue who have g1 ven deep s tudy to the pr olonged 

problema of our ~ t or ~ependenoe appr ee1a.t e i n t\lll 'the 

d1f f1oul t1ee of mai n t a i ni ng a c i t1zen a~ t h r oueh e ight long 

yea.ra over a f ifteen hWldred mile front - probleae tha t were 

a a great ly concerned wUh e sprit de oorpe and. t he uee of hOM 

nade mat erials a e t hey ..-ere with o 111to.ry ta.ot1oe and etra tegr. 



In thia long at:ruggle t he s t a te of lfew York wa1 1n 

mor e waya than one t he p rinciple battle-~und ot the Revoluti !m, 

the lcey , the &.intenanoe ot wh ich controlled t lle atab111 ty of 

the e.rob. Here duzing the g r ea ter part ot the war wer e the 

headqua.rt er a ot the Oomander-1n- Ch1et , ot the mmi tiona and 

11Uppl 1es, and of t he pr epari ng of the c omba t ant units foJr actual 

oontltot. Aa a natural result StiiUben, Major and IniJJ)eotor 

General ot 'Raehington' a amy, was within the border s of New 

Yor k during the aatater part of t he ReYol uti on. 

Ae a reaul t &lao 1 t wa s not str ange that attar t he 

war he conaider ad t ha t his tioa with new Yor k wer e closer 

than with any other of the thirteen eta tee. Let ua reDernbe:r 

tha t of all h i s oo~t~pan1ona i n arne who, coMins froL1 other 

nat1one , aeeieted us i n the winning of our i ndependence, 

s teuben waa the only one t o becoute an American oitizen,.and to 

lin out hie l i te at.'lOn{: t he peopl e tThora he had hel ped. 

ltr. Ambassadol' , it 1 e proper tha. t you, the rop:re­

eentatiYe ot the grea t Oe:man p&aple, should be with ue today 

i n this tribute t o one who we.e born a. Oen~ and reoo1ved 

hie training unO.er t he (tl"Sat Pruaai an Kine'· The Geraan people 

are rightly proud ot von Steuben and hie memory :rust tor a ll 

time cel!lent the friendshi p ot our t wo grea t nations. 

But we ot the St ate of New Yor k have at least 

equal clai m to t h i s eoldt er ot the Revolution. He became not 

alone an AMerican c1t1aen but a leo a resident &nd citizen of 

the Stat e of Mn Yol'k. To him t he people of thi e state granWd 

a t:raot of land w1\ich f or all t1t'1e will be known ae "Steuben'• 

Patent. • tie etand on a part ot 'that patent a t th1a IIOMJlt. 

Att ar h i a death he wa1 bul'ied on h1a own land wh1oh he GaM 

t o love eo wall . For JianY yeare hie fr1ende and neighbor• 

i n the town ot Steuben kept hi a memory green tu\d 1 t wae t h rough 



the effort• of thet.r deeoendante 1n this and neigbborlnu towne 

and, indeed, the people of &11 of oneida Coun'ty, that thil 

monument Wl\1 e%80ted. 

Slxty-one yeGXa ago a great GoTernor of New York, 

Horatio Goymour, took part i n the dedicati on of this DOnuJ!\tmt 

and through all these yeara theee irmuediate aorea have been 

held i n trust for the p~ple of the State by t he ohuroh of 

t his oo1~1ty. Now t he ntate itaelf resumee the wllole of 

thi s trus t and it is our purpose that t he hundreds of t housands 

wlto r ever e the nome of s t euben will oorn.e here in the future 

years and feel pr oud that the t h irteen rtilli on people of the 

Emp1:re e ta.te have undertaken t h i e taak:. 

Germans and Aller1oana stand aide by aide today 

i n renewi ng our tributo of appreciati on and honor to one 

who ao grea tly helped the oa.uae of m.ien llbeJ'ty. 



I 
j. 

At Dedication of Steuben Memorial Park, Re.m.seo, N. Y., 
September 12, 1931 

Bonm t!OR Bteubft 

Today marb not merely a rH edieation of a monument to t.be me.mOJ}' 
of a g reat sOldier of the Revolution. \Ve come rather t o aaaume, on the 
part of the people of t hia State for all t.i me to come, the care of u ered. 
aeree and to give aceesa to the u.ered u:rea to future genera tions of 
Amerieau. 

l n thil peaceful country-aide today, far removed from a r med cooHict or 
itl preparatiOn• for armed conflict, inhabited by a citl.:cenry largely unt ra ined 
in the artl of war, we ean viaualiz.e I think t he d lfficultiea which eon· 

~~~~ ,;.u; ~;i!~•u::ir 17tt:e~i'!!~ ~ 1!~:~tr~~:i~e00!{ ~b~ou&J..=! 
~z!:~:~ed' :~:~r~•:u7:'w~u~ll~kf:~::.ulbut:e._ c~~~:r::J ~':~11al~~;ra::td 
win a war. 

That Ia why it was fitting that Friederich Wilhelm Baron ' 'On Steuben, 
110ldier of Frederiek the Gr eat, became the Drill Matter of t he .Ameriean 
Army a:nd a t ruated Lieutenant of George Wu bington, Commander in Chief. 

Thoee of ua who have ginn deep etudfj to the &rolonged froblema of our 

~t'l!e:o~r!.~de~rno~~n: ei~\~r~~·;e )'!:r:uo~e:h: ~~~~lt~e:ndred m~~~~~f~ 
problema that were a• greatly coneuned with eaprlt. de cor pe a:nd the uae 
of home-made matuia]e &I they were with military tact.i('t and t trategy. 

th!0 ~:i~:gJ!~fe~:!: ~t'i:e 0k!~~ut.T:,k t;:•k!;, ~:~e ::ln't:.~ee 0:~ 
whiJ controlled the at.ability of the arch. H ere during the g reater part of 
the war were the headquarter& of the Coz:nmander·in·Chld, of the mwaitiont 
and euppliea, a.nd of the preparing of the combatant unit. for actual eon· 
fliet. Aa a na tural reault 6te:nben, Major a:nd Inapeetor General of Wash­
ington'• anny, waa within the bordera of New York during the greater part. 
of the Rewolution.. 

Aa a retult al10 it waa not at range that after the war be conaldered that. 
h ia t iea with New York were elMer than with any other of the thirteen 
atat.eL Let. ua remember that of a ll bit ('Ompaniona io arma who, ('Oming 
from otbtr nationa, auiat.ed Ul l.n the winninJ of our independentt, Steuben 
wae the only one to beoome an .American e1tlzen and to live out h ia life 
among the people whom be had helped. 

Ge~~ ~!:;:::d~o~~d i~p:ru:- u~a:J:;• t!b~hf:P;:;b!~t.~e o~1e '!~o g~:! 

II 
II 
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