
Franklin D. Roosevelt- "The Great Communicator" 
The Master Speech Files, 1898, 1910-1945 

Series 1: Franklin D. Roosevelt's Political Ascension 

File No. 483b 

1932 July 2 

Chicago, IL -
Address at Democratic National Convention 

at Stadium 



12liS) 61) 

aaterial Dleeeinge we naYe nitnerto enjoyed, tbe juet dietr1Dutio 

of which a government may mar or protect, but tne eubatenoe of 

wniob it cannot oeetow, 

It need not oe expected of you , acoordlngly, or 

of any administration o f wh1cn you should oe the head, to shower 

bleeainga on a .. iling land. All that may oe looked for is that 

you and they will intelligently and courageously see that the 

restorative processes of ~terprise, industry, frugality and 

thrift, shall nave free play and that monopoly and o tner fo:rma of 

covert robbery are not unmolested, 

I venture to pledge you, on behalf of tnis great 

conven'tion and the consti tuenciea represented by the delegatee 

comprising it, their loyal, cordial, and enthusiastic support in 

the coming election in which even our political adversaries admit 

we cannot fail except we blunder, Oon!ident that they get no 

comfort out of your nomination, we greet you now as our leader 

f or the restoration of wise government on tne linea the founder 

of our party conceived it, (Cheers and Applause) 

HONORABLE FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEV ELT: Chairman 

Walsh, Yy Friends of tne Democratic National Ocnvention of 1932: 

I appreciate your willingness after these six arduous days to 

remain here, for I know well the sleepless hours whicn you and I 

have had. (Applause) 
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~981 I regret th&t I am l&te, but I h&ve no control 

over the winds of heaven and could only be thankful t or my N&vy 

t raining. (Applause) 

The appearance before & N&tion&l Convention of ite 

nominee for President, to be formally notified of his selection, 

is .unpreoedented and unusual, but these are unprecedented and 

unusual times. (Applause) I have started out on the tasks that 

lie ahead by breaking the absurd traditions that the oandidate 

should remain in professed ignorance of what has happened for 

weeks until he is formally notified of that event many weeks 

later. 

My friends, may this be the symbol of my inten­

tion to be honest and to avoid all hypocrisy or sham, to avoid 

all silly shutting of the eyes to the truth i n this campaign. 

You have nominated me and I know it, and I am here to thank you 

for the honor. 

Let it also be symbolic that in so doing I broke 

traditions . Let it be from now on the task of our Party to 

break foolish tr&ditions. (Applause) We will break fodlish 

traditions and leave it to the Republican leadership, far more 

skilled i n tha t art, to break promise s. (Applause) 

Let us now and here highly r esolve to resume the 
I 

country's tnterrupted march along the path of real progress, of 

real justice, of real equality for all of cur citizens, great 

and small. OUr indomitable leader in that interrupted march is 

no longer with us, but there still survives today his spirit . 
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(applause) Kany of hie captains, thank God, are still with ue, 

to give ue wise counsel. Let ua feel that in everything we do 

thert still lives with ua, if not the body, the great indcminat­

able, unquenchable progressive soul of our Commander in Chief, 

woodrow Wilson. (Applause) 

I have many things on whioh I want to me.lce my 

position clear at the earliest possible moment in this campaign. 

That admirable document, the platform which you have adopted, 

is clear . I accept it one hundred per cent. (Acplauee) 
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And you can accept my pledge th•t I will leave no 

doubt or ambiguity on wher e I stand on any question of moment 

in thi s campaign. (Applause) 

As we enter this new battl e, let us keep always 

pr esent With us s ome •f the ideals of the Party: The fact that 

the Democratic Party by traditi on and by the continuing logic 

of history, past and present, is the bearer of liberalism and 

of progress and at the same time of safety t o our institutions. 

And if this appeal fails, remember wel l myfriends, that a re­

s ent ment against the failure of Republ i can leadership, and note 

well that in this campaign I shall not use the words "Republican 

Party, 11 but I shall u s e, day in and day out, the words, "Repub­

lican leadership," (applause) the failure of Republican leader~ 

to s olve our troubles may degenera te into unreasoning radicalism 

The great social phenomenon of this depression, 

unlike others before it, is that it has produced but a few of 

the disorderly manifestations that too often attend upon such 

times. 

Wild radicalism has made few converts and the 

greatest tribute that I can pay t o my countrymen 1o tl:~t i n 

tt.e.e ,·ays of crushing want there persists an orderly and 

hopefUl spirit on the part of the millions of our people who 

have suffered so much. To fail to offer them a new chance is 

not only to betray their hopes but to misunderstand their 

patience. (Applause and cheering) 
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To mee~/reaction that danger ot radicalism ie 

to invite disaster. Reaction ie no barrier to the radical. 

It is a challenge, a provocation. The way to meet that danger 

is to offer a workable program of reconstruction, and the 

Party to offer it is t he party with clean bands. (Applause) 

This, and this only is a proper protection 

against blind reaction on the one band and an improvised hit-or­

missttresponsible opportunism on the other. 

There are two ways oyviewing the government's 

duty in matters affecting economic and social life. The first 

sees to it tha t a favoredfew are helped and hopes that some 

of their prosperity will leak through, sift through, to labor, 

to the farmer, to the small busines sman. Thet t heory belongs 

to the party of Toryism, and I had hoped that mo st of the Tories 

left t his country in~ 1776. (Applause and cheering) 

But it is not and never will be the theory of 

the Democratic Partb. This is no time for fear, for reaction 

or !or timidity. And here and now I invite those nominal 

Republicans who find that their conscience cannot be s~ared 

with the groping and the failure of their Party leaders to 

join hands with us; here and now, in ~qual measure, I warn 

those nominal Democrats who sQuint at the future with their 

faces turned toward the past, and who !eel no responsibility 

to the demands of the new time, that they are out of step with 

their party. (Applause and cheering) 
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Yea , t he people of this coun r y want a genuine 

choioe this year, not a choice between two names for the same 

reactionary doctrine, Our s must be a ~arty of libera l thought, 

of planned action, of enlightened international outlook, and 

of the greatest go od to the greatest number of our citizens. 

{Applause) 

Now it is inevitable, and the choioe is that of 

the times, it is inevitable t hat the main i ssue of this camp­

a ign should reY.olve about the clear fact of our economic con­

dition, a depression eo deep that it is without precedent in 

modern history . It will not do mer~ly t o state as do Republican 
~continued inaction 

leaders, to explain their broken proMiseA/that t he depression 

is worldl',lf That was not their explanation of the apparent 

prosperity of 192g, {Applause) The people will not forget the 

-~claim made by them then that prosperity was only a domestic 

product manufactured by a Republican Pr e sident and a Republican 

Congress. If they claim paternity for the one they cannot deny 

paternity f or the other. {Applaus e) 

I oannot take up all the problems today, I want 

to touch on a few that are vital. Let us look a little at the 

recent history and the simple ec onomics, the kind of ec onomics 

that you and I and the average man and woman talk. {Applause) 

In -t the years before 1929 we know t hat this country 

had compl eted a vast cycle of building and inf lation; for ten 
I 

years w~ expanded on the theory of repatring the wastes of the 

war, put actually expanding far beyond that, and also far 
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beyond our natural and normal growth. Now it is worth remem­

bering, and t he oold figures ot finanoe prove it, that during 

tha' time there was little or no drop in the prices t hat the 

consumer h&d to pay, although those same figures proved that 

t he cost of p roducti on tell very greatly; corpora te profit 

resulting from this period was enormous, at t he same time 

little of that profit was devoted to the reduction ot prices. 

The consumer was f orgotten. Very little of it went into in­

creased wages: the worker wa s forgotten, and by no means an 

adequate proportion was even paid out in dividends, the stock­

holder was forgotten. 
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l'lhat was the result? Enormous corporate surplue­

~es piled up , the most stupendous i n history, Where, under the 

spell of delerious speculation, did those surplus~s go? Let•s 

talk economics, that the figure s prove and that we can under­

stand. Why, they went chiefly in two directions; first, into 

new and unnecessary plants which now stand stark and idle, and 

secondly, into the call money market of Wall Street, either 

directly by the corporations, or indirectly through the banks. 

Those are the facts. Why blink them? 

Then came the crash. You know the story. Surplu 

~es invest ed in unnecessary plan~eoame idle. Men lost their 

jobs; purchasing power dried up; banks became frightened and 

started calling loans . Those who bad money were afraid to part 

with it. Credit contracted. Industry stopped. Commerce de­

clined and unemployment mounted. 

And there we are today. 

Translate that into human terms . See how the 

events of the past three years have oome home t o specific groupe 

of people. First, the group dependent on industry; second, the 

group dependent on agriculture; third, and made up in large part 

of members of the f i rst two groupe, the people who are called 

"small investors and deposi tore" ; in fact , the strongest possible 

tie between the first two groups, agriculture and industry, is 

the fact that the savings and to a degree the security of both 
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Never in history have the interests of all the 

people been so united in a single economic problem. Picture to 

yourself , for i nstance, the great groups of property owned by 

millions of our Citizens, r epresented by credits issued in the 

f orm of bonds and mortgages--government bonds of all kinds, 

federal, state, county, municipal-- conde of industrial companies, 

of utility companies, mortgages on real estate in:lhrms and !:_' 

cities, and finally the vast investments of the nation in the 

railroads. Yfuat is the measure of the security of each of those 

groups? We know well that in our complicated interrelated credi 

structure if any one of these credit groups collapses they may 

all collapse . Danger to one is danger to all . 

And how, I ask, has the pres ent administration in 

Washington treated the interrelationship of these credit groups? 

The answer is clear: It has not recognized that interrelation­

ship existed at all . Why , the nationnasks, has Washington 

failed to understand that all of these groups, each and every 

one , the top of the pyramid and the bottom of the pyramid, must 

be considered together , that each and every one of them is 

dependent on every other; each and every one of them affecting 

the whole financial fabric? 

Statesmanship and vision, my friends, require 

relief to all at the same time . (Applause) 

Just one word or two on taxes, ~he taxes that all 
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NO THI:lG OMITTED: 

ERRvR IN !.'UMBERING 
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.])163 of us pay toward the coat of government of all kinds • 

Well , I know something of taxes. For three long 

years I heve been going up and down this country preaching that 

government- -federal and state and local--coats too much. 

(Applause ) I shall not stop that preaching. As an immediate 

program of action we must abo lish u seless offices. We must 

6 2:5 

.Jl'"""'-
eli~inate actual prefunotions of government--functions , in fa.ot , 

that are not definitely essential to t he continuance of govern­

~ent. We must merge , we must consolidate , subdivisions of 

government , a.nd, like the private citizen, give up luxuri es 

which we ca.n no longer afford. 
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By our example a~ Waan1n~on itselt, we snall nave 

tbe opportunity of pointing ~ne way of economy to local govern­

ment, for let us rememoer well that out of every ~ dollar in 

tbe average state in this nation, 4o cents en~era tne treasury in 

Washington, D. o., 10 or 12 cents only go to t he state capitals, 

and 4g cents out of every dollar are consumed oy tbe costs of 

local government in coun~ies and cities and towns , 

I propose to you, my friends, and through you, 

tbat government of all kinds, oig and little, be made solvent and 

that the example be set by the President of the United States and 

his Cabinet. (Applause and Cheers) 

And talking about setting a defini~e example, I 

congratulate tbis convention for having had tne courage, fear­

lessly, to write into its de~caration of principles wnat an over­

whelming majority here assemb led really thinks about tne l gtb 

Amendment, (Applause and Oneers) This convention wants repeal, 

(App lause) Your candidate wants repeal, (Applause and Cheers) 

And I am confident that the United Statee of America wants repeal 

(Applause and QJ.eers) 

Two years ago the platform on which I ran for 

Governor tbe second time contained subs~tially the same pro­

vision. The overwhelming sentimen~ of tne people of my state , 

as shown by the vo t e of that year, extends, I know, to tbe people 

of many of the other states, I say to you now that from tbis 

date on tbe lgth Amendment is doomed. (Applause and Oheers) 

When that happens, we as Democrats must and will, rightly and 
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morally, enable tbe states to proteot tnemeelvee against tbe im­

portation of intoxicating liQuor where such importation may vio­

late their state laws. (Applause) We must rightly and morally 

prevent tne return of the saloon. (Applause) 

626 

To go back to this dry euoject of finance, oecauee 

it all ties in together, the l~th AMendment has something to do 

with finance, too, (applause) in a comprehensive planning for the 

reconstruction of the great credit groupe, including government 

credit, I list an important place for that prime statement of 

principle in the platform here adopted calling for the letting in 

of the light of day on issues of securities, foreign and domestic 

wnich are offered for sale to the investing public. (Applause) 

Ky friends, you and I as common-sense citizens 

know tnat it would help to protect tne savings of t he country 

from 1a dishonesty of crooks and from the lack of honor of some 

men in high financial places. Publicity is the enemy of crooked­

ness. (Applause) 

And now one word aoout unemployment and inci­

dentally about agriculture. I have favored the use of certain 

types of public works as a furtner emergency means of stimulating 

employment and the issuance of bonds to pay for such puolic work, 

out I nave pointed out tnat no economic end is served if we merel 

ouild witnout ouilding for a necessary purpose. Sucn works, of 

course, should in eo far as poseicle.~e selt-sustaining if tney 

are to oe financed by the issuing of bonds, So as to spread the 

points of all kinds as widely as possible, we must take definite 
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steps to shorten the working day and the working week. 

Let us use common sense and ous1ness sense. Adn 

Just as one exomple, we know tnat a very hopeful 8lld immediate 

means of relief, both for t he unemployed and for agr1~uiture will 

come from a wide plan of the converting of many millions of 

acres of marginal and unused land into t1moerland tnrough re­

forestation. There are t ens of millions of acres east of the 

Mississippi River alone in abandoned farms, in cut-over land, now 

growing up in wortnless brush, \fhy , every European nation has 

a definite land policy and has had one for generations. We have 

none. Having none, we face a future of soil erosion and t1moer 

fami ne. It is clear that economic foresight and immediate em­

ployment march hand in hand in the call for the ref orestation of 

these vast areas. 

In so doing, employment can be given to a million 

men. That is the kind of public work that i s self-sustaining, 

and therefore capable of oeing financed oy the issuance of conde 

which are made secure by t ne fact that the growt h of tremendous 

crops will provide adequate security for tne investment, (Ap­

plause) 

Yes, I have a very definite program for providing 

empl oyment by that means. I have done it, and I om doing it to­

day in the state of New York. I know that the Democratic part y 

can do it suooesefully in tne nation. Tnat will put men to work 

and tnat is an example of the action toat we are going to have. 

(Applause) 
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.low as a further aid to agriculture, we know 

perfectly well, but have we come out and said so clearly and 

distinctly))< We should repeal immediately those provisions o! law 
J 

tnat compel tne Federal Gpvernment to go into the market to pur-

cnase, to sell, to speculate, in !arm products, in a !Utile at­

tempt to reduce !arm surpluses. (Applause) And they are the 

people that are talking of keeping government out of business, 

lhy, the practical way to help the farmer is by an arrangement 

that will, in addition to lightening some o! tne impoverishing 

ourdens !rom hie back, do something towards the reduction o! the 

surpluses ·of staple commodities tnat hang on tne market, It 

should be our aim to ldd to tne world prices of staple products 

tne amount o! a reasonable tariff protection, give agriculture t­

ssme protection tnat industry has today. (Applause and Cheers) 

And ·tn exchange for tllie immediately increased 

return I am sure that the farmers o! this nation wouid agree ulti 

mately to such planning of tneir production as would reduce the 

surpluses and make !~unnecessary in later years to depend on 

dumping tnose surpluses abroad in order to support domestic 

prices. That result nas oeen accompliened 1n otner nations, why 

not in America, too? 

Farm leaders, !arm economists generally, agree tha 

a plan oased on that principle is a desirable first step in tlle 

reconstruction of agriculture. It does not in i tself furnish a 

complete program, but it will serve in great measure in the long 

run to remove the pall of a surplus witllout the continued per-
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petual fret of world dumping. Final voluntary reduction of sur­

plus is a part of our objective, but the long continuance and 

the present burden of ex1ating surpluses make it necessary to 

repair great damage of tne present by immediate emergency measure 

Such a plan as that, my friends, does not cost the 

government any money, nor does it keep the government in ousiness 

or in speculation. (Applause) 

And as to the actual wording of a bill, I believe 

that the Democratic party stands ready to oe guided by whatever 

the responsible farm groups themselves agree on. That is a 

principle that is sound, and again I ask for action. (Applause) 

One more word about the farmer, and know that 

every delegate that lives in the city in this ball knows why I 

lay emphasis on the farmer, It is oecause one-half of our popU­

lation, over 50,000, 000 people, are dependent on agriculture; and 

my friends, if those 50,000,000 people have no money, no casn, 

to buy what is produced 1n toe city, t ne city suffers to an 

equal or a greater extent0 
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understand this year that this n~tion is not merely a nation 

of independence, but i t is, if we are to survive, bound to be a 

nation of inte~ependenoe--town and city and North and South, 

East and West . That is our goal, and that goal will be under­

stood by the people of this country no matter where they live. 

(Applause ) 

Yea, t he purchasing power of that half of our 

population dependent on agriculture is gone . Farm mortgages 

reach nearly ten billions of dollars today and interest charges 

on that alone are $56o,ooo,ooo a year . But that is not all. 

The tax burden caused by extravagant and inefficient local 

government is an additional factor. Our most immediate concern 

should be to reduce the interest burden on the se mortagee. 

"Rediscounting of farm morJagee under salutary 

restrictions must be expanded and should, in the future , be con­

ditioned on the reduction of interest rates. Amortization pay­

mente, maturities , Should likewise in this crisis be extended 
)-

before r ediscount is permitted where the mortgagor is sorely 

pressed. That, my friends, is another example of practical, 

immediate relief: Action. 

I aim to do the same thing, and it can be done, 

for the small home owner in our cities and villages . We can 

lighten his burden and develop his purchasing power . Take away, 

V' my friends , that spectre 9f too high an int/est rate. Take away 

that spectre of the due date jus t a short time away. Save home 
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out that spectre of insecurity from our midst. 
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Out of all the tons of printed paper, out of all 

the hours of oratory, the recriminations, the defenses, the 

happy-thought plans in Washington and in every state , there 

emerges one great, simple, crystal- pure i&ct that during the 

past ten years a nation of 120,000,000 people has been led by 

the Republican leaders to erect an impregnable barbed wire en­

tfnglement around its borders through the instrumentality of 

tariffs which have isolated us from all the other human beings i 

all the rest of the round world. (Appl ause) I accept that 

admirable tariff statement in the platform of this convention. 

It would protect American business and American labor. By our 

acta of the past we have invited and received the retali ation 

of ot her nations . I propose an invitation to them to forget the 

past , to sit at the table with us, as friends, and to plan with 

us for the restoration of the trade of the world. (Applause) 

Go into the home of the business man. He knows 

what the tariff has done for him. Go into the home of the 

factory worker . He knows why goods do not move. Go into the 

home of the farmer. He knows how the tariff has helped to ruin 

him. 

Yes, at last wr eyes are open; at last the 

American people are ready to acknowledge that Republican leader­

ship was wrong and that the d~nocraoy is right . (Applause) 

My program, of which I can only touch on these 
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points, is based upon this simple moral principle--the welfare 

and the soundness of a nation depends first upon what the great 

mass of the people wish and need; and secondly, whether or not 

they are getting it . 

What do the people of Amerio• want more than any-

-/ thing else? In my mind/, two things: Work; work with all the 

moral and spiritual values that go with work. (ApPlause) And 

with work, a reasonable measure of security--security for them­

selves and for their wives and children. Work and security-­

these are more than words. They are more than facta. They are 

the spiritual values, the true goal toward which our efforts of 

reconstruction should lead. These are the values that this pro­

gram is intended to gain; these are the values we have failed 

to achieve by the leadership we now have . 

our Republican leaders tell us economic laws-­

sacred, inviolable, unchangeable--that these laws cause panics 

which no one could prevent. But while they prate of economic 

laws men and women are starving. 17e must lay hold of the fact tt ~ 

d eoonomio laws are not made by nature. They are made by human 

beings. 
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Yea, when, not if, when, we get the chance , the 

Federal Government will assume bold leadership in dietrese re­

lief, For yea.re Washington has alternated between putting 

6Z2 

ita head in the sand and saying there ie no l arge number of 

destitute people in our midst who need food and clothing, and 

then saying t he eta t ee ehould take car e of them, if t her e are, 

Instead of planning two and a half yea re ago to do what they ar< 

now trying to do, they kept putting it off from day to day and 

~ week to week and mont~to month until the conscience of America 

demanded act ion. 

I say that while primary respons ibility f or 

relief rests with localitiee now, as ever, yet the Federal 

v Government has ~wyis had and still has a continuing respon­

sibili ty for t he broader public welfare. (Applause and cheer­

ing, ) It will soon fulfill that responsibil i ty, (Applause ) 

And now, just a few words about our plansfor 

the next four months. By coming here instead of waiting for 

a f ormal notif ication, I have made it clea r that I believe we 

should elimi nate expensive ceremonies andthat we should set 

in mot ion at once , tonight, my friends, the necessary machin­

ery for an adequate presentation of t he i s sues t o the elector­

ate of the ~at ion . (Applause end Cheering, ) 

I myself have important duties as Governor of 

a great state, duties which in Xkaas•l ••• t hese times are more 

arduous and more grave than at any previous period, and yet I 

feel confident that I shall be able to make a number of short 
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as their first ob ject i ve the study at first hand fr om the lips 

of men and of women of all parties and all occupations , the 
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v actual conditions and needs of every part of an inter~ependent 

country. (Applause and cheering) 

One word more : out of every crisis, every tribu­

lation, every disaster , mankind rises with some share of 

greatermtowledge, of higher decency, of purer purpose. Today 

we shall have come through a period of loose thinking and decend 

ing morals, an era of selfishness, of i ndividual men and women 

and of whole nations. Blame not governments alone for t his. 

Blame ourselves in equal share. Let us be frank in acknowledge­

ment of t he truth that many amongst us have made obeisance 
profits 

to Mammon , that the ~%apaai• of speculation, the easy road 

without toil, have lured us from the old barricades. To return 

to higher standards we must abandon the false prophets and seek 

new leaders of our own choosing. 

Never before, never before in modern history have 

t he essential differences between the two major American par­

ties stood out in such striking contrast as they do today. 

Republican leaders not only have fail ed in material things, 

they have f ailed in National vision, because in disaster they 

have held out no hope, they have pointed out no path for the 

people below to climb back to places of security and of 

safety in our American life. (Applause) 

Throughout the Nation, men and women, forgotten 

in the political phil osophy of the government of the last 
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years look to us here for guidance and for more equitable oppor 

tunity to share in the distribution of national wealth. 

(Applause and cheering) 

On the farms, in the large metropolit an areas, 

in the small er cities and in the villages, millions of our 

citizens cherish the hope that their old standards of living 

and of thought have not gone f orever. Those millions cannot 

and shall not hope i n vain. (Appaluse) 

pledge you-- I pledge myself .to a new deal 

for the American people. (Applause a . d cheering) Let us all 

here a ssembled constitute ourselves prophets~ a new order of 

competence and of courage. This ie more than a political 

campaign, it i e a call t o arms. Give me your help, not to 

win votes alone, but to win in this crusade to restore 

America to its own people. (Applause and cheering ending in 

an ovat i on) 

THE PERMANENT CHAIRMAN: On behalf of the 

6M 

delegates the Chair desires to extend t o the Mayor of Chicago, 

the Honorable Anton J. Cermak, their appreci ation of the 

excellent arrangements for thei r entertainment and their thanks 

f or the many courtesies shown them. 

Th 't concluding the business of the convention, 

t he Chair will enter tai n a motion t o adjourn sine die. 

HON. ARTHUR MULLEN: (Mi ssouri) I move you we 

adjourn sine die . 

the motion was put and unanimously carried 

and t he c onvention adjourned sine die at 6:52 P. M . • •• 

BONA FIDE 



EDWIN A. H A LSEY 

Han . Frt.nklin D. Roocevelt, 
Hycie Pa.rk, New York. 

My deur Governor : 

I 

February 18, 19<;5. 

The att&ched letter is 

self-explE..Dc.tory , regu-dint.. the (Iuest for the original 

manuscrit:~t of your accept&.nce speech . 

I will continue the seurch , 

hoY.-ever , es I unciertitl:Jld there t.ll£i a younc.: leoy [:.ffiliate<i 

with the United Press l1.ssociL.tion r.ho secure<i some of 
the nu...nuscript to mlJ.K.e copies for the press. I am trying 

to ~scerU.in Vtho ehe was. 

As sur lng you of 110' utmoot 

coopert.tion und best lld.d:les &.lln:.y::;, I o..m 

EJI.H-udh 

~l::o~i~ 

~~ 



' BONA FIDE REPORTING COMPANY, INC. 

"Stenotypiatau 

·rUE PAL:\10LIVE BU1LDIN'G 
tU9 S ORTU !'oiiC IIIOA!ti A VKl'l'l!l'! 

TEUlPIIO."'O: . ... "PO:.R I O M -

C DICAGO 

~ebruarv 15, 1933 

Colonel Edwin A. Halsey 
United States Senate 
\Vashington, D. C. 

Dear Colonel Halsey: 

Again I regret sincer ely that our 
investi gation into t he whereabouts of the 
mt~sing acceptance speech onl~ serves to 
bear out our original contention to the 
effect that no one of our or~anization r e­
ceived this manuscri~t . 

There i s at•ached hereto t he ori~inal 
transcript of that address as it was transcribed 
in the office beneath the plat form at t he 
Chicago Stadiu~, carbon copv of which was 
placed i n the hands of Mr . J ansen, of Mr . 
Michelsen's staff, as each page w~s written . 

B~ referring to the letter s i n the 
upper left ha•!d marg in of each page ~ou have 
an indicati on of the rapidity with which 
operators were changed . Each portion of the 
address was transcribed by each operator before 
that operator returned t o the platform. From 
th~t evi dence you can r eadilv ascertain that 
the manuscript could have served no purpose 
so far as Jur staff was concerned , inasmuch 
as the enti re address, with the exception of 
t he l ast 500 words ( the la•t two pa~es) had 
already been transcribed at the time Governor 
Roosevelt finished speaking . 

Again, I e~press my sincere regret 
that I have been unable to preeent the S)lution 
of this situation. 

very truly vours , 

BONA F~E REJORTING CO. , 

t .f~ '--<-< ..4->..o-
Vlce-President 

M .&.,1UE R QI" TUE C D .IC A 00 ASS0CfA'I'I OS O t' C0l'o1M ERC~ 

Inc. 



I, HOT Cla..IYIIKDIMriVI~Yf, MTV ... TO 

LIBRARY OF CONGRESS 
WASHINGTON 

OI"'I"'ICIAL IIU81NU8 

Speeoh or aoceptanoe of Hon. Franklin Delano Roosevelt, 
Nominee tor President~ at the Demoora.tio National Con­
wntion, Chioago, 1932. (Original typed trGJU~oript of 
t he addren u it was transcribed by various opero.tors 
1n the ottioe benea.th the pl atform a t the Chicago Stadium, 
the pages being numbered 613 to 834 , both incl usive) 

Aooompanying this address are: {1) A letter to Governor 
Roosevelt fran. Bon. Edwin A. Halsey. dated February 18, 
1933 and {2) A letter to Colonel Edwin A. Halsey tram 
the Bona Fide Reporting Co .. , Ino., 919 North Lliohigan 
Ave .. ~ Chicago, dated February 15,1933 .. 

Plnced in s.sfe ~.W..rch 8, 1939 

+ 

Ao.D.R, 

1)1:1U6 
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