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We In the State gonrnment now an about> to make up the tax bill which 

you will be called upon to pay next year. ln doing that, we nHd your help 
011S~~:eldalt~~ta~ilr~t~ore or less than the one you are paying thit year ! 

Tl1at dec::i11iou it largely in yow- handA. In the long r un,, what ,..e in public 
oftice do i11 to carry out your instructions. The instructions-by that I meaa 
lav.·tt-now in forte cause u1 to spend the money that is being 1pent, and to 

le';{e!~1~tt;~et11h~:~~:r:h:ei::"~:!~~· letters to public official•, and reaolu· 
t ion1 passed by organization•, you hne bHn telling us that you wish to 

hnt taxes reduced next year. Do you mu.n that! . 

to 
1!kif/~h!f:,t~uuc11t~o~~~·l; 1~'.,.~~ u~d~rm:,h~cr'~~\r:~':er~~'fn:f ';:r ~~~ 

:~~~l~e.~r:ec::t!t~r~~nd~~~~ 'fun~~:~.~~~~dti:e
0r11,•i:~: ::e~l:~e~!~~~it~:.~ 

Expenditure• compel the levy of taxes. Thut~, if you rully detire·that. tazet 
be reduced in any nbslantlal amount., existing lawt will have to be chaopd. 
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Changing law• ia. not. j uat. a rnatkr of puaing resolution• phraaed l.o 
generalft.lea. It. 111 a matter of citlntt chapte.r and nrae, of koowmg uaeUr 
what you wilih to do and then do1ng it.. lo order t.o be apecille, it. ia 
neeuaary to have fact.. To reach aound judgmenta, it. ia neceaury to under· 

:!!bdj~;:e!:!~a/~1~.0~ ~~t~.~ ;~J::~::!1151~ ~:~~y uc.:u:~!~ 
~~a~b~~~:f ~~~8':nt.; t.t?:!.~e~~~·t C1::1~o0~!er=a~~ri~; t.~:~= 
10 yeara. Juat. which servicu do you believe ahould be reduced or aboliahf!d f 
Plene tell ua now. We want. t.be benefit of your opinion before the 1933 
budget. i1 compiled t.hi1 fall and adopted next. winter. After that., complain 
though you may, i t will be too late t.o reduce nut. year'• t.axea. 

of ~~!ft.~~ 1I~:~.:~~e~;:r. ~r~~e~~nr~ ~~et.~:c~taf'::~"~~g~!S~:·;~~~~~ 
~c:~~;d':t !~~~·~.~~ i~~:.~~g ~fihdihead~1i1~y d~ft~r~e~~~ ~~f:• ~~av'~e ::~ 
enlarf!:ed. 

Tl111 department is of wore than ordinary interest. It illuetrates a change 
which hu been guing on for aome yean in uur ideas of the duties of govtro· 

~oe:\n!w g~~era~ir~d:!J~;.,w:o~·~e~,o "~e~..,-,~;n:;nofd~;~~t~:h~..:e~·:.;:; 
or unwiaely is not for n1e to uy t.onight-t.oward a new idt'a of gonrnmeut, 
that. is toward a gonrnn1ent with large respon1ihilities for tbe 10eial welfare 
of t.be people. In that. .&c=heme of thing•, " 'e find many new activit iet. One 
of them 11 the Department of Health aa no"· constit uted. 

l merely mention the fact of U1at apparent change. 1 do not appnile it. 
I wish you to do that and then tell Ul whether you wi1h to buy leu public 

~e;~!~~~r:~~~~D~lOS~u\:!~u~~i:k~~~e! =-~t::e ~:~1 t~~-~-a r:a~;:~::~.)ei~
1i!~ 

portance all materiAl wealth. But t he enlarg~ment of ~enice is a potent 
lnHuence upon the figures, percent.agt!a and detail• which we find in this 
de11artment. Should we rC\'t'f'Bt our 1)()licy f Should the St.&lfl work ag· 
grt.IISi\'ely to safeguard and imJlrO\'e the bea lth of t he general public! 

Aside from a $300,000 purchue of radium, ·we 11pent for State health 
aet.i\'ities about $3,200,000 in 1931, more titan twice a111 much u in 1022. 
Exc.luding in1litutional COil, the department. proper cost $96:),000 more in 
1031 than it did 10 yean earlier. 

pl~~u:l~~e ~k~:~~ 1~~t.n:~~:;e~.~~:se~~C:~-~sl!l~e;:1~1=:~~ ~·::c~ut~~:e h':a~~ 
11 purchuable. We found that we can Luy health just u we buy l hOH and 
gr~ries. By spending «:rtain sums of money, we can purchase for the 
whole population a larger degree of freedom from particular disease&, sur_b 
as malar11, yellow fn·er, typhoid fewer, and C\'en tubercuiOBiL 

Early accompli&hmentl in the public health fleld-.uch aa the celebrated 
work of Dr. Waller Reed in controlling yellow fe,·er-etirred our imagination. 
If we could do tb01e thin¥•• could we not control other dh1ta&til amictittg 
mankind t Could we not br111g down the high death rate a~non~ infanta, t:htc:k 
e)Jidemics of communicable diseases, and cut. down the los11 of hfe from acarlet. 
fever, diphtheri~, inftuen:ta., and infantile paraly&i&f To a large extent, t11e 
$965,000 inereue in the 001t of thi1 department representl our attempt. to 

an;:~~.t~::ee::;~~71~\eh'!~~: ~~·!;~:·infant mOrtality and promote ehlld 
hygiene. Ten yeara ago, the COil wu $23,000. Now it is &e\'eD times gruter. 
But that coat int:reate has a human equivalent. The number of txpeocl&nt. 
mothers who have consulted the depart.menl, and have been guided by ill 
ad\'ict, h11 increased many time& 0\"er. During thi1 period t here baa been a 
spectacular decline in infant morlality, at leut partly attributable to this 
work. In 1915, of every 1,000 babies born, 100 died before they were a year 

f~dihi~~!~~ tf~~eb~;:; ~~Znl7 d~~~ 1;at~9~;da~~e~~f1! J~8~~re0~~~ 
under the age or one yea.r would have died in 1930. Should the State! save 
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!.!:'·~ r12;~irieting the mai.erllit.y, infaoC?y and ~hlld hygiene work t.o the 

6: take the work in the field of 11anitatiou. Teo yura ago It 0011t $22,000. 

la 1931, it wu eight lima greater. During the Interval, lawa were paued 
requiring cl~ ioapect.ton of the State'a milk and cream aupply a.nd more 

:h:~::t:~ri:;o:_::_ S:iatrp:~ili:~e;n:_;a~:~~~u~t:!:'in S.::ti. ~~ 
typhoid death rate ia little more than a third of what It waa only aenn yeara 
ago. We must consider ncb facta when we determine whether the State 
should save $162,000 by returning the acope of u.nitatioo work t.o the 1922 
lenl. 

Look at the work to promote early diagnoeia of tubercu1oeiL It DOW eo.t. 
three times the $20,000 apent in 1922. What ia the human aide here.: Where 
1,000 euapec::ted case~~ were examined in 1922, the number waa five timea aa 
large laet year. A larger proportion of tuberculoeia cases are cat~;gltt ia 

~~~y d"t~1:nC::i~9f! a~~~te J:~:;.:~~c. ~':n a~r:C:~l~~~"fn ::a:!:: 

ment of tubercul011ia. Should the Stat e .u.ve $45,000 a year by returning. ita 
work with tuberc:uloei1 patienta to the 1022 .cope:! 

These ue f1ir umplea of fad& whith we wou1d hue t.o eoruider in deter
mining "''beU1er to lop off all or part of the 10 year increaaea of $37,000 in 
the co11t of compiling vital etatiet1c1; 128,000 in the coat of controlling eom· 
n~unieable diseases; $0,000 in the up.aneion of the publi~ health nureing 
~~erviee, and $105,000 in the cost of the department'• general administra tion. 

While the:ae act.ivities have been enlarged, t•·o new funtion1 have beea 
added. One ia the giving of $366,000 a year of State aid to eountiea for the 
aupport of rura l general hOI!pitals, the denlopment of local dairy aod. aanitary 

~:':~itntre:n:~~ '!:ue::o;:·:._~u;:"~;~.~~
1it~!:;iit!~a:;h th~u:S!~~- i• 

8!!~ 
doing it !hould be paid for locally! 

The other new funetlon ia the tres.tment of ,.jd.lme of infantile paral7'IL 
Rennty·two thouund dollan repreaenta the annual coat of treating the 
12.000 patients who attend State ellnics. Should the State an $72,000 a 

ye~~e,r::t~::.~en~:i~~fu;in! ~'bo~~~;.•i:~a~ntial element in pulJiie 

hea lth work as now undertaken. Jt cost $400,000 In 1922. Since then the 
cost hn ll douhled. Should we !!.lop ~th·lug $100.000 a year of State aid to local 
~,·ernmenU to enrourage the t~~tabliMment of loeal laboratoriee! In the 
State laboratory it!lelf. during the put 10 yeara, the nun•ber of diagno«tle 
e:uminations has doubled; the number of vacdnn prepared baa increaMd 
Jour·fold, and the work of testing 2.10,000 water and milk umpln annually 
bu betn added. Should the State un $185,000 a year by returning the 

ac~e 0~!~!r~~~~~t ~~~>DB~~\;:::~ :::~e;:!t?:u~r;:fl~ One, the Jnetitute 
for Malignant Diseaaet at Butfalo, ie beat known for ita reuarc.b work and 
the trnlmtnt of anetr a.an. ln. JO ytara. ita ('Gilt for operating purpoees baa 

l~e~~-:!n~be~:j~~ :;;:n!:e;:~afJ;:a}~~! ~~~e~;:.~io~e ':u~ 
or @petimene of canc~r tinue anatrt.ed, and from 0,000 t.o 16,000 in the 

:;~:t~~c~~~;':.!~ ~;~~e~:! ~0~e 0~J~ni!~tu~h.~ttb~~e0~~~ve ~3,000 
During the 10-year period. the C08t of the State TubertulMil' Hc.pit&J at 

Raybrook hu increased by $20).000, nearly 100 per cent. The JDc:ru.M 
resulted lar~ely from the provi1ion of more lnteusive medical treatmenL 
The Lt gllllature last ~·ear thought 10 highly of the work of Lhi1 iu1titutlon 

~:t S~t~u!!~~i~Ol~ e~~:~~~b;"!u(fin~r;:e '::;:n~~~e..~~t::!•·Ra~:= 
Hospital bac.k to the 1922 level ! Should it repeal the law authorizing three 
add1tiona.l tuberculoel1 hoepitalet 

At \Veet Haveratraw, the Stale baa a Reconlitructi011 Home for the treat
ment of crippled children who are unable for financial rea10n1 to eecure 
treatment elsewhere. ln 10 yea.ra, Itt eost. despite a decline in the number of 
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patlenh, bu increased by $88,000. The Legislature baa authorized new eon-

~:~:~t!Sho~fdktbne0St~:r~:~e $'8'8~~~ioan y~a:i.~b~eu~~~~;att~c~~~~d~~~ei~~u;~; 
Wnt Haverstraw Home back to the 1922 level! Should it abandon the eon· 
tot r uetion work intended to ine.rea~ the eap:u~.ity of thla lnatitulion t 

tu;:.a;o:O~t~~!he~~;h -;:~~~~~~u~~;ht~e$~~·~ y!:~~~~\~!t5~:~o~~~~~-
8hould be the policy with reepect to the particular items mentioned r If you 
desire to d ie<:uss the~~;e mattera In organizations to which vou belong, such as 
C'hamhfon of eommer('e, farm bureaus parent-teachers' aMociationa, welfare 
l~guee, or the Jik t. you can get OOJiiea of this talk and or Dr. Farran's repor t 
on • ·hiC'b it ia baaed. u well aa copin of ear lier talka in the serie.s, by 
writing to Station WGY or to me in Albany. 


	00466
	00467
	00468
	00469
	00470

