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Economic interdependence of city nntl country; reduction j_.:. coet 

.!)( State and Jocal government, at Bridgeport, ConDecticut, 
September 3, 1932 · · 

.I ftel in the at mo8rhere of thh ru~ting the unmistakSbJe. indi~tion of 
confidence and of united part" tupport for the Dem~ratie cacdidatee in 
Connecticut this year. The Dtmocr~t.tic · Party in Connf'ttlcut. baa been 
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t:heered ud hupi.red by the enlightened adrniniatralion of Governor Crou. 
It ia on i ta ~ and r t-ady for the race. I Olfl~lf get word From the 

~e::e~=e~,i~~o01q~~~~o=~~t \~aa1t ~~~~u~~~~a10otmke;:~li:~:t!ndr I~;~:d. 
enta . will j oin with the Democr~~.ta in re-electing Governor Crou for 
anothtr term. Such a result is richly deserved. 

There wu a time when people spoke of the scholar in politiea with a 
touch of eondncenaion, but that time i• gone. The poeition occupied h1 
Governor Cr0111 u a n editor and a. di&tinguisbed univenity Dean i1 '\'&at.ly 
important in modem aociety.· Be wae in a sense in a position where 
thought and opinion of a ll aorb came together and found exprttaion. 
Out of it. came a richnet~a of understanding that baa fouud aueh a fine 
exprenlon In hie conduct of the many·eided business of the state. His 
li fetime of sympathy for and participatioo in human affairt lead up to 
a culmination in tbia fine public eerTice.. 

It ought to be remembered too that Governor Cr011 wu a di1tinguished 
atudent and teacher of ~itt'rature and out of the best literature of the 
country COtnh the inspiration for social, economic and political rdorm 
that. rneans 10 much. l t is well to remember that. out of the foresight. of 
great writers and sound atudenh have come many of our DlO&t. helpful 
social and governmental reforms. 

The life of a 5Cholu is a life of calm dealing with &low nlo,·ing fore~ 
and it is well that. in confronting the entrenched apecial interest.l that 
h!Ul so long ruled the Republican leaders of Conne-cticut. Governor Cross )IU 

::: ~~ f,~~cJait!e~~ ~~h t:~a~~e~o!u~O:· by E::r! l;'~~~l:a~i~~d~t;~ 
ahip, dommated aa it. was by these selfish interall that. had long s ince 
forgotten the rights of the plain people. lt is unthinkable tha t the Gover· 
norship ahould be h11.nded back to any person dominated hr these inttre.ts . 
That IS why ) am confident of the re·elPC:tion of Governor Crou. 

And while I am on this eubjPC:t of the control of government, I want 
to make clear t o you, my nei:;hbora, the importan~ and indHd the nect'f.· 
&it1 from the point of ''iew of the public good, of the presentation of a 
un1ted front by the democracy in your s late this year. Thia ga thering 

~~ni~het ;:_p;en~:t~';!,:ti~t :~,~;~r~1p;~gof0:u~1~a:Stl ;~t~o~vt!':c~~!l:~ 
throughout the rountry. You as an mdi,·idual and 1 as an indi\'ldu&l 
cAll ourstlT~ Democrat... You as an indh·idu•l and I a1 an individual 
may very possibly not agree on· e\·e:ry single one of two or thrte dozen 
proposals made by our pa rty. The fac=t remains, however, that we a re 
rubs ta ntially &grf!M on a great majority of these propo_sab and that we 
•·re &ubstantially agreed on a ll of the undulying princrpln behind &~ific 
propou le. The faet that you and I u individuals may not I H ttye to eye 
on one o r two or three epecifieat.ions does not mean that we part coro• 
pany on k:lection Day. The obvious reason is that ' 'fl agree far more 
completely with each other than e ither one of us could &grN: In detail or 
in principle with the present Republican , leadenbip. . 

Furthermore, and especia lly because of the fact that we are agreed on 
the brol d principles of our party we can· unite and are uniting in working 
for the general &Uccet~l of our party and it& candidat~. The democracy 
of Connect icut h, I Am contidtnt, a united party and as sueh will han 
generAl IUC«SI in lhia state in November for i ts candidates on the natioM1 
ticket, on the et.ate ticket., and in ita campaign& for Senator, for the Con• 
gressmen and for members of the ~:;hlalure. Nothing would gi ,·e me 
great er happlnesa than for Connecticut to e!PC:t. the Democratic undidatt!' 
all down the line. The fulfillment of that result lie&, let me tell you frankly, 
in your own h&nds. I eay thi1 beca use tens of lhou&ands of voter& in thi1 
alate who in t he pu t. hu e been affil ia ted with the Republican Party-men 
aud w OIDf'n not. only in the citie& but in the rock-ribbed Repuhli e.an rural 
tortrea!>es-are ready and anxious to support the democracy this year. 
They und tr&ta nd at Ju t. tha t we offer a greater progreu in the march 
to"~11.rd g1.nd r;o,•trnment, &implilied I!O,·er nment., truly demot-ratic government 
and the l!olu t ion o! our economic ills tban doe& lbe Republican leaderehip 
in Washington l)r in H artford in t his year of grace 1932. 
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J want t;o make one almple plu to you a!'d t.hro~gh you to the peop!e 
of Connect•eut. and I fetl that I can make 1t because your own eeonom•e 
condition• are to 1imilar to thoH of your neighbor State of New York. 
I have ben uyin; the tame thing throughout the length aod breadth of 

my own St.ste durang theu put yura. 

in~~:e~~·d;:ceth:f ~~~~edan~ta!:Uni:ryth:fe .~}:~::~,:x::t~n:~~~~ ~~:u;; 

;!~~ ·~~i:,:~t ~:=~~i~re. ~~istoei~t. ·:et~~.·.:t~~r t~nw~:~~u~v=~ti~! r::: 
from w hat they are todAy. The enormous growth of the eiliH ~&UM of 
the expt.nsion of war ioduatry brought to t hem from the rura l section• of 

the ata.te, and even f rom my own aection of New York around Dut.chHa 

::ont[~;:o:.':e"te:~~~h~~ ~:~n~ab!tt~n~~~=t~ 
0:p~~~~iti;.he;~d P:'J~: 

to empbu ize the euential unity of · country and city a nd many of them 

found that the safeit way of life fron1 an economic point of view i11 one in 
which the advantage:~ of city and country a re combined. For thit reatoo 
many thousand• throughout tbi11 country during thia induatrial depren ion 
have moved back onto the farms, but th ia r eturn cannot be done without 

::!~~~~ r!·~:~0~t::.'edoi~~·::y~erkb\.~~~e t!:~e~~~~~~!i. •:!n!!n~· t!o n:::! ~~~ 
change possible. The moat independent, as well aa the most economically 

totture man in the world, is he who il partially IU!Itained by far ming and 

partially by industrial employment whenever the opportunity off~ra. It is 
to tbia end that I have devoted yean of thought and atudy,. and it ia 
my purpose to make clear during thia campaign bow particularly In t he 

eutern part of the country wise industrial encouragement can do much to 
knit city and country together and t hua achieve substantial relief and a 
JOubatantial balance in the economic life of millions of people. 

Another factor that bind a the city and country togethtor ia the common inter~t 

;~~~icnbg, "~~a~11t::'!s~~ ~~;~!-:~n~he~t C0.
5r~ :do ~~~n::~11tihialtis8;..srt:~l~~~; 

true of local go,·ernment. The fact 11t:lnda out that in the annge com-

:~:;t~C::':o o::~~ ~~!!r~~e~~~i::~~t1or~1~ ~~~e~hh:l~PJ;! :! ~:.ffi~v;:~ 
and only a amall percentage of the wbole-12 to l:i per cent goe• to the 

carrying on of 1tate government. 
'f he COilt of alate government generally is not incruaiog, in fllct .ome or 

the 1ta.tea ha ,·e reduced their expentta considerably and mo11t of them have 
actually balanced their budgets. 

They a re moreo\·er making &tonsible f:t.r-reaching attempta not to go further 

into debt. . 
For u ample, the Stale o( Neow York ia 1032 cut millions off tha l&:r. 

budget. The net result ba1 been a decreue of tbirty·aix millions, exclusive 
of unemployment relief. The genem l redu~:tion of our expense. baa been 

obtained in p:t.rt by exec::utive action and in part by the Ltgielature. 
Not aatistied with that I am making an additional aa.ving of $10,000,000 

thie year in the actual optoution of government. l hue no control it 
abould be nmerubered o,·~r $150,000,000 of the New York St..ate budget 

becau11e these appropriationa a re either for debt service or for mandatory 
payments, auch IU State aid to l<teMiilics for the ~upport of acbools and other 
purpoa~. I n other word1, my net sa,•ing of $10,000,000 l1 made out of 
gonrnment operation a ppropriation of only a little mor e than $100,000,000. 

But the vut appropri:ltions that are bting made ia New York Slate for 
local ~overnment muilt and 15houhl a lso be reduced. Over these my control 
is indirect, but I propose tlu't by con15lant hnmmering home the importance 

of economy upon local authority aorne subltllntial imvrovement may be 

brought about. 
lt lhould he remembered that our lnatitutiona of local govrrmnent were 

~it'l~:! ~~r x~it;a~~rre:~~t =ia:b:on:::!:::: ~?, ~~:eul:ui~ r:oJ::ni~e:: 

:~~~~!1"toc~~d ec!!~\~ i:n~11~n1~C:,n0:t(:ati:~[.tlb:tt~f t~ee;ll;poa~eri. tr:Jca~
0~f k:: 

~..,-- -- --------



-------------------------------------~ 

I 
I' ' ,, 
.In 

64-4 PUBLic PAPERS oF GoVERNoR RooSEVELT 

ditiona throughout. the eountry, there is need everywhere for a ~oncuirated 
a t tentiun upon loco.l government . A» J have pointed out, 50 per ct!nl of the 

burden of t.Anlion i s in these local comwu uit.i e». There should be a 

nation-wide effort to eft'ect &ubilanlial re1ief. · 

ca!~d~e~edintb~~l ~~; !~atO:! l:~~~d"C:Ot~l~~y •;~e ~~~~:;o•d~ta~~~i:ra~~ 
reduced governmental expenditures. 

Jn the main, Cormect icut has reason to be proud uf ita herita~e of local 

~o,·ernmenl; ita to..vn {;OI'ernruent w.:a" framed out of the finest de:noc-ratic 

principles. 1l wu:t t he embodiment of the a s pir.:atiOnll lor pure d~mocracy 

tha t grell' out of the grea t politica l reronns o f three centuriH ugo. Ther.e 

New Eugland institutio111~ b:ne stood fur generations as the rlwst. complet~ 

a pprott.ch to JlUre pollical democracy that the world baa 8Hn. But if I 

ma\" draw infereuch from otlu:r stale. the fine structure ha~ IJ\.~11 

em:"umb~red by u~elt:>l'i enc1•mbrauce o f uunece=s!ary go,·~rmoental agencie•. 

The l llX)l:lyer, p:trlicularly the farmer. i;; bl:wketed b~· too many layers o f 

loc:ll taxing outhoritiPii. The reli~\·ing o f this is uur first rt.o~pon~:ibility 

in l~el>:o~~~~~:~~~:::l11~~; ~-~~-~~~~;~. is the sou r« of mueh of our present 

distreu. The mortga~t'"' on o ur farms and the forecl~urt11 thereon burden 

our banks, which str:ain1 the entire credit ,;tructure of the eunnl ry. )fore· 

onr the railroads are likewi se burdeued by this )(1("111.1 lllx exvense and it 

r~1uires only a Dloruent'" refiection to ..ee that wbeu we bun lt>n the :rail ­

road~ iu t hi11 way a ud force the1u to tl1e brink of rec-ein!r .. h ip. we ar t 

l'IUt:wf:cri ng tl1t l'n,· ingt. of the people in tl•ei r ~'·ing11 ba nks 111:tl thei r in 11ur· 

llllC'~ COIIIJllliiJ'. The t"ronomic life of the couutr~· its n M::unleg.- weh. Tl 

~;~!tan':: ~~j~~,~~ e.:rc:~:e':tt t~t:~~;rd :r~r~~~ya1~~to~~:u;l~ce:nd Ctml>taut 

,\ty principle, h owe\·tr. nnd that of the Democratic Party ia thllt e\"rf)." 

part of thi;; ytnmless web ia r r t>dous to the welfare of the !\ation. l\1111 that 

the 11n1111l farmer and the small homeowner must he the ()bjK'l of our mu..l 

careful s olicitude in t heote tia1eA of dh~treu nnd relief. 
It is . my friends. b«:au!!le the )p:uler>~-h ip of the RepubliC'2n P>~rt~· dnr ill;.! 

t he11e r e..-ent ~e:t rll ha 10 failed t o Under~tand thnt gm·ermnent mu:<t t•um<itlt>r 

the his::h. the middle and the loll"-ha• b ill!d to cnn1<idt>r tl•e fon· ... t. tlu~. 

farm , the \"illa:!e and the cit :r with equ:al j ust ice, tlmt million• of ,·oters 

11re turning today to t he lt•1ult>rahiJ' of a re,·ita lited demoerac:~·· Chauge of 

part~· leadership does nnl !'trike ac. tl1e fundamentlll principles of the Repub· 

lie. Uu the t•outrary it gi,·es opJwrtuuit.~· t o 11trip from tho..e fuudamenta !IJ 

of the fa tht>ra the weeds a nd \"lilt"!' which today f,h~rure the liimplicity aud 

the dcanlinf'~ of its outline. 
If you belie,·e in that ut w deal you 'Will ha ,·e done you r p:nt t oward:t 

til\! r u tora tion of t he purity aud U1e tmtttSII of rcJJresentati\"e ;:'O'"trlllllt"llt. 

\\"~: f:u·e that cr hi:-~ with t~ingleu"'s vf Jlllfjtf~e 1t11d nhove Rll with fa itll. • 

• Ta~e 76-14 :1 s~ows t~at FOR arlderl these words: 

" Kee p tha t faith consta nt . Keep that fait'1 high . 

So shall Wol! win lhrough t o a b etter.day . 11 
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