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I NFORMAL EXTEI.IPORANEOUS REMAR.T(S OF GOVERNOR ROOSEVELT 
From the Back Platform of his Special Train 

Pocatello, I daho , September 18, 1932, 9.30 P. M. 

Good evening , my fri ends . I am mighty glad t o 

be here , a nd be the gues t of my frie nd, Governor Ross 

Ben Ross. You notice t hat I call him "Ben" already. So 

it i s all ri ght! (Applause ) 

I have come out her e , not t o talk t o people. I 

ha ve come ou t here t o "get educated" . I come out here to 

l earn about the different sections of t he country , and 

what t heir needs are, because I don't believe that a fel-

l ow shoul d go down t o Wa shington -- and I ' m goi ng on the 

4th of March-- (hurrah ! appl aus e) without knowing some-

thi ng a t fi rs t -hand of t he needs a nd the condi tions in 

every part of t he countr y . 

I have not been maki ng very many pol i tical 

speeches . But I have had a good many probl ems put up to 

me . For instance, about three night s ago I was sound 

asleep: Juat before daybreak somewhere near the Colorado-

Wyoming line - - and we pulled into a stati on, and I heard 

voioea outai~e or the •atateroom" door, eayin~, 'Come on 

out! ' They Juat be~Fed me to come out. I didn ' t know 

what to do . I opened one eye hAlf-way (lAughter) and I 
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was thinking about it, when the voices got l ouder; and 

he re's what they said: 11 If you don 't come out we 'll vote 

f o r Hoover.• So, that was one of the p roblems that I had 

to face on thi s trip. I got thinki ng about that partic

ular pr oblem so hard that the next thing I knew it was 

eight o 'clock in the morning. (Laughter) 

You know, as a matter of fact, you people out 

here a r e living under practi cally the same kind of eco

nomic conditions that we people back in upstate New York 

are l iving under . 

Your farm pr oblems are very similar t o ours. 

We, just as you, a re under the unfortunate necessity 

nowadays in having to use two wagon- loads of farm prod

uce to buy exactly the same thing s that one wagon-load 

would have bought before t he war. That le something 

that we want to correct. 

In other words, one of the most i mpor tant prob

lems before the country is r estor ing the purchasing power 

of the farm dollar. We are undertaking that, and I be

lieve th~t i t can be done on a national ecale by having 

all parte or the country pull together and by workin~ tor 

that defin•to end. 

Laat n1rht, down 1n Salt Lake City , I talked 
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about another problem, which is of s ome moment t o you 

people here in Pocatello , f or the very good reason t hat 

there are a l ot of railroad men here . As you know, t he 

railroads of the country are in bad shape financially . 

We don ' t want them t o have t o go into the hands of re

ceivers i f we can possibly help it . Receiverships are 

expensive, and they don 1 t get you very far. lYe want t o 

avoid receiverships, if possible. 

The distinguished gentleman who i s running 

against me has a r ailroad oolicy, which he has sum~ed 

up i n a few words: "The extension of mor e credit to 

t he r ailroads in order that they can buy more equipment 

and spend more money on main t enance . " One reason that 

t he railroads are threatened 1v1 th receivership today is 

that thei r debt is already too heavy , and that is why I 

a~ proposing not merely the lending of more money to the 

railroads who are too deeply in debt , but propose a gen

eral national plan of transportation t o cover the whole 

field of transportation . 

This plan will mean, for example, puttinv under 

the Interstate Commerce Commieeion the ~reat bueea and 

truck• en~a~ed in interetate commerce which are to~ay ue

ing the highways , without havinp: epent anything toward 

their boJilcHnP:. (Prolonge., applau .. ) 
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Furthermore, we believe that the railroads them

selves can accomplish much by being allowed to eliminate 

some of the mileage which today is causing them t o run in 

the red every month, instead of coming out in the black -

especially many lines that are serving t erritor y which is 

equally well served by buses and trucks . 

There are a great many other ways i n which a na

,tional railroad plan can, we believe, make the railroads 

solvent, and at the same time keep up the standard of liv

ing of the men and women -- nearly two millions of them in 

the country -- who are the employees of the railway systems 

of the country . We want to do everything we can to keep up 

that standard of living , and to insure to the railroad em

ployees permanent employment during the rest of their 

lives. (Applause) 

There are a l ot of other things that I could 

talk to you about for a long , l ong time; but time will 

not permit . I have never been in this part of your State 

before -- one of the few sections of the c0unt ry that I 

have not yet v1alted. Wy only sorrow 1a that I oome here 

after dark , and that I have not had the chance to oee your 

wonderful aoenery. 

I brought •~me ot the family al~n~. an~ wtth 

your permtn1 ,Jn I will 1ntro.,uce them to you. The rlret 
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member or the family -- and a very close member -- is the 

Chairman of the Democratic National Committee, Jim Farley. 

(Hurrah! Applause) 

Then comes my daughter, Anna. (Applause) And 

then, right here is my da~ghter-in-law , Betsy. And, right 

over her e , my "little boy, Jimmi e". He ' s one of the shorter 

members of the family. He is only six f oot three . (Laugh

t e r, applause) 

A VOICE: He'll gr ow yet! 

GOVERNOR: That' s right ! (La~ghter) 

Well, it's been fi ne t o see you all. Befor e I 

l eave here I want to have a littl e further chat Yl1 th Gov

e rnor Ross, t o find out whether the majority is going to 

be 25 ,000 or 50 ,000 in the State of Idaho this Fal l. 

(Hur rah ! Appl ause ) 

And now, Jim, you come out hero a nd say some

t h ing . (Appl ause) 

UR. FARLEY: I want to say that I am very grate

ful to the Democrats of the State of Idaho who made pos

sible, anO inetructed th~ delP~ation f or Governor Roose

velt, whioh voted witt. Governor Rooaevclt on every ballot 

in Chica,o. We are grateful to each and every one who waa 

reapona1ble for that deal . I ar.1 aure the• the ertorta 
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that they put forth then will be continued to be put forth 

from now until the polls close, and that Idaho will go more 

strongly Democratic than ever before in its history from 

top to bottom. Thank you very, very much. (Prolonged ap

plause) 

GOVERNOR: I might say that this is the biggest 

crowd we have had at any station in all the states we have 

come through this week. (Prolonged applause) Good night! 

And many thanks! (Applause) 
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