
Franklin D. Roosevelt - "The Great Communicator" 

The Master Speech Files, 1898, 1910-1945 

Series 1: Franklin D. Roosevelt's Political Ascension 

File No. 517 

1932 September 21 

Portland, OR - Extemporaneous remarks 



INFORMAL EXTEMPORANEOUS REMARKS OF GOVERNOR ROOSEVELT 
Portland , Oregon 

September 21, 1932, 9.30 A. M. 

(Immediately on his arrival in Portland, 
Governor Roosevelt and his party started 
for Gresham to attend a meeting of the 
Multnomah County Pomona Grange at the 
Multnomah County Fair Grounds. About 
6,000 members of the Grange gathered to 
hear him at the Fair Grounds. 

(The Governor spoke from his flower decor­
ated automobile, and was introduced by 
Rall Gill, Master of the State Grange . 

(He said he was a member of the Grange, and 
in a short t ime would be entitled to wear 
the silver button of 25 years membership. 
He added that he had lived for 50 years on 
a farm in t he Hudson Valley in New York; 
owned a farm i n Georgia, and knew something 
of the farmers' troubles.) 

"Down i n Geor gia , I have grown peaches and cotton 

without profit. The same i s true of my farm i n NeVI York. 

I knofl what t he farmer is facing . Before the war , one 

wagon-load of farm products would buy so much , but it now 

takes two wagon-loads t o have the same buying power. That 

ia the measure or the farm dol lar, and I p r opose t o restore 

it • • 

'AI your Maeter says, I believe it i s t i me to 

change doctors, or the cour1e ot treatment.• 

(The Governor declared t~At the tare population 
which il 22 per cent or tt.e population ot the 
U. 8., had betore the War 2~ of the Nat1on ' l 
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income, and that this income had now been re­
duced to '71-. ) 

"One of the things we must work for to correct 

this condition, is to re- establish our foreign markets . 

This los s of forei gn markets is due largel y t o the Smoot-

Hawley Tariff bill, sometimes known as the Grundy Tariff 

bill, which raised a tariff wall around this country. 

Foreign nations as we, I am sure, would have done in 

their place , reta liated , and raised their own tariff 

barriers. One of the princi pal things we must do is 

to negotiate with other nations to l ower these tariff 

barriers. It all comes back to the old system of ex-

change of goods between neighbors. We must change the 

law, so that they can trade with us, an<l VIe can trade 

with them. There i s no sense in having such a barrier 

between us when we can get together.• 
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