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INFORMAL EXTEMPORANEOUS REMARKS OF GOVERNOR ROOSEVELT 
From the Back Platform of hie Special Train 
Las Vegas, New Mexico, September 27 , 1932 

GOVERNOR: Good morning! Gbad to see you all. We 

have had a perfectly grand reception right through the State . 

I was glad to see Governor Seligman this morning, also both 

of the Senatore. We have bad a nice time, and it is mighty 

nice to see you all. 

AUDIENCE: How do you like New Mexico, Governor? 

GOVERNOR: Very much. I have been here bef ore a 

good many times. 

AUDIENCE: Tell us something about your travels. 

GOVERNOR: (Laugh ing) First, let me introduce 

Mrs. Roosevelt , right here beside me, (applause) and this 

is my "lit t le" son, Jimmi e , who i s only six toot three , (ap-

plause) and my daughter , Anna. (Applause) 

AUDIENCE: Governor, how do things l ook , so far? 

GOVERNOR: Very fine . It looks like ever y state 

west of the Mississi ppi . 

AUDIENCE: Have you seen a Republican? 

GOVERNOR: Not eo you would know i t . Of oouree, 

we h~ve convinced a lot of Republican• who have decided to 

vote the Democratic ticket. 
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AUDIENCE: What ie your idea about New Mexico? 

GOVERNOR: l.ly idea ie that i t is a great state . 

There i e one thinB you will want to know: I r eal ize that the 

depression has hit every state in the Union. Some peopl e back 

east think it has hit the east a l one, but it has hit ou» here 

ae well, and what we want to do is to bring back prosperity in 

a general way , instead of i n one secti on. (Appl ause) 

AUDIENCE: Tell us how Kansas ie coming . 

GOVERNOR: Well, Kansas l ooked mi ghty good two weeks 

ago . We had a mighty wonderful recepti on there . We are going 

to do something for the farmers . 

You know, it is rather nice to get to a place in 

daylight . Sometir.~es in the middle of the nic:;ht we have people 

come down to the train about three o 'clock in the morning -­

people come around the 11 etateroo:n" window and say, 11 Come on 

out , Governor: come on out ." And they keep on yelling, and 

the othr>r ni, ht a fellow i n t he crowd said, 11 Ir you don • t 

C'lMe out V/8 wn votP ror Hoover." (Lau£hter) I didn't be­

lieve it, ao I went bRck to ale"P· (Lau,hter) Uy boy Jimmie 

h&d R bad tim" one nll':ht out nl'ar Spol'.Bn"· '7e wrnt Lhr?ugh 

ab'>ut h11lr-pa1t t.·o in tl',e aornin , and nn old lady lvtd drlvr:n 

1n 200 niles to aeo e -- we had been dolayed by " wrccl!: --
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and she came t o the platform and Jimmie was t here in hie 

pajamas , and he t ol d h e r that I was asl eep and that he could 

not wake his Dad up, and she said , 11 All right. If you don 't 

wake him up, I wi l l go in and wa ke him up ." (Laughter) 

(At this point t he Governor was handed a telegram.) 

This is a tel egram t o Senator Norris t o come on 

aboard the train. You know we fi nd that most o f the progres­

sive Republicans are going to vot e with us t his year, (ap­

plause) because we don ' t believe that there ie r oom in this 

country for t wo old- line conservative par ties, and we are 

going t o nake the Democratic Party the Liber al Party. (Applause) 

AUDIENCE: Gover nor, say jus t one word about t he 

fanners . 

GOVERNOR : Well, you know vhat has happened to the 

farmers as well as I do . I farm in uo-State New York, and I 

al oo f arm down in Warm Springs, Georgia, and we are all bu sted . 

(Laugh t er) What we rnally have to try to do is to restore the 

purchasing power of the farm dollar. The simpl e fact i o that 

1t takea tf!O waf(on- loads t oday to buy the same thine; that 1t 

took one waeon-load or the farmer ' • produce to buy before the 

war. We want to change that. (Applause) 
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