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INFORMAL EXTEMPORANEOUS ffiQjARKS OF GOVERNOR ROOSEVELT 
From the Back Platform of his Special Train 

Ratoon , Col orado , September 27, 1932, 3.00 P. M. 

My friends , I am glad t o get back here . I haven't 

been here for about twelve years . I was here on several oc-

casi ons before that . 

We have had a perfectly wonderful trip through New 

Mexico . Great crowds turned out . Apparently mos t of the 

Democratic politicians came down to Lamy to meet us . They 

adJourned the Convention ln order to see us at the train . 

As you know, I am not making many political speeches 

on thls trip . That is not the object of it. The real reason 

why I took the trip was to try to find out at first hand the 

conditions that exist in different parts or sections of the 

country. That is why I am not callinB' it a oolitical trip, 

but ratl1f'r an educational trio -- for the educatl:m of myself. 

I know one thins , and that is, when I started out 

I hoped thnt the farth er West I got , the leoe economic troubles 

I v:ould find . Unfortunately that has not been true. This 

depression, vti thout any question, hns affected every s1n1 l e 

et~t~ in tnis Union, and it has affected not only industry, 

aa ~e kn~w it, but agriculture and minin o.o well. 

I wne Just told thnt the miners are only run"'ng one 
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Ther e i s one thing I want t o do , vmen we s t art to 

restore p r osper ity , and that is to bring prosper ity back, 

not in a spot ty way, nor not just to cover one secti on , or 

one cl ass, but bri ng it back, a nd make it appl y to every 

class and ever y sect i on of the United States . (Appl ause) 

I think that we are going t o get somewher e with a 

proe·reas i ve government in Washington . The Lord only knows 

we need i t . 

Just as one example of what I might co.ll the dif­

ference in attitude between the two parties -- that which 

rel ates t o the railroad situation . A l ot of you ueople at 

this parti cular uoint are engaged in railroading , I take it. 

The Republi can policy seems t o be merely t o lend more money 

t o the railroads of th~ United St a te s, eo that they can buy 

mor e equloment and spend mo r e on thPir maintenance of way. 

17ell, t hat i a al l ver y well ; but , a s you and I know, one of 

t he chief t roubles wi t h t he railr~ado now, t ha t makes them 

run i n the r od ever~ mon t h, i s the fact that their det ts 

a r e a gr Pat ~ al heavier than t hey ought t o be . 

Now , 1! a f ell ow owes you mone~. t he fi rst thing , 

instead of l en.,t nr hi'" mor e money to pay you the tnt r es t on 

t iHI debt•, 1 1 to p ·J t him t.m hte f ef't , eo that he r.tll be earn-

1. en·J'.I h to pay :trJ>J back . (Hurrllh1 Prol ongell appl auee) 
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And that is why our policy 

vent railroad receivership 

although we are trying to pre­

our main policy is to try by a 

series of practical measures to bring the railroads out of 

the red, and put them into the black. 

That will have the effect, if we can do it -- and 

I think we can -- of making secure a great many railroad 

bonds, which are the backbone of our savings banks and in­

surance companies and trust funds and charities, and so forth. 

The other effect will be to make railroad employ­

ment -- the two milli on Americans who work on the railroad -­

to make employment more certain and more secure, through all 

the years to come. (Applause) 

We have had a good many delightful experiences on 

this trip, especially in the middle of the night . At one 

point, up at the north end of Colorado, when we were going 

across to Cheyenne, about three o'clock in the morning, I 

heard a crowd outside saying: "Come on out, Governor. " And 

I opened one eye half-way, and then rolled over . That didn't 

eeem to do much good, becauee a minute later I heard them 

ehout : •come on out, Governor. It you don ' t, we will vote 

tor Hoover.• (Laughter, applause) 

Well , you know, I d1~n 1 t believe 1t, and eo I went 

to eleep. 
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It is fine to see you all. I want to present a 

couple of members of my family who are here . Here i s !.Irs. 

Roosevelt! (Applause} Here is my daughter-in- law, Betsy. 

(Applause} And he re i s my boy , Jimmie. Here i s my daughter, 

Anna . 

I also want to present to you a very old friend 

of mine, the Senior Senator from l!.ontana , Senat or Walsh . 

(Prolonged appl ause} 
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