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I NFORMAL EXTDlPORANEOUS REMARKS OF GOVERNOR ROOSEVELT 
From the Back Platform of hie Special Train 

Freeport , Illinois, September 30, 1932 

Good morning, my friends. It is good to get here. 

I have not been in Freeport for a great many years, and I 

wish I had time to stop off and greet all or you personally. 

We have had a very wonderful trip, as you know. We 

have been clear out to the Coast, and down the Coast, and 

back through the Southwest. 

I was disappointed in only one thing, and that is 

that I did hope that the further West I got from the Hudson 

River the l ess the depression would affect the country. I 

am sorry to say that I did not find it that way. We are all 

in the same boat, whether we live on the Hudson River or down 

in Georgia, or in Illinois, or on the Pacific Coast. 

One or the things I have been trying to do is to 

find out the conditions that a ffect every part or the ooun-

try. The tact is that when we do get prosperity baok, we 

want it t o be national prosperity we want it t o affect 

farming and mining and industry, not one or them alone. 

I will eay thie, that I have been campaigning in 

thie oountry tor a good many yeare. A long time ago I went 

on a campaign ror the V1oe-Pree1denoy, and I covered forty-two 
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states at that time. I reel that today there is more deep 

understanding or and interest in our national problems than 

ever betore. 

I have talked about "The Forgotten Uan', and I am 

still talking about him; also the forgotten woman and the 

forgotten child, but or course we have got to work for the 

general good or the average citizen in the United States. 

That is one reason why, to a very great extent, all 

through our country present party ties are breaking down. In 

other words, my campaign is not against the Republican Party 

as such -- it is not against the millions of fine men and 

women that have belonged in the past t o the Republican Party. 

Our campaign is distinctly against a Republican leadership 

which, during these past few years, has gone orr on a tangent 

has gotten away from the real purposes for which the Republi

can Party was organized . We have been perfectly frank about 

this and as a result we have taken in, not just the Democrats, 

but the Republicans and Independents everywhere. 

When I started off over two weeks ago -- nearly 

three week• ago -- I talked about what I would do IF I went 

into the White Houae on the fourth of Mar ch next year, but 

having been through twenty atatea of the Union, I am not aay

ing 'Ir I so' -- I aa aa7ins 'WHEN I so•. (Applauae) 
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I wish all the rest of my family were here. The 

best I oan do for you is to produce Mrs. Roosevelt. (Applause) 

(The Governor the n t old the incident of being 
awakened at three o'clock in the morning and 
somebody saying that if he did not come out 
they would vote for Hoover.) 

It has been fine to see you, but now I have got to 

go inside , because I have a long-distanoe call from the Dem-

ocratio National Headquarters in New York. In the meantime, 

may I introduce a very old friend or mine who oomes from 

Missouri, not so far a way -- a man who, during the Wilson 

Admini stration, was part of the Government down in Washing-

ton. He was Assistant Secretary of State at that time , but 

he bears an honored name, recognized both in Kentucky and 

Missouri Mr. Breckinridge Long, formerly Ass istant Secre-

tary of State. (Applause) 
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