
Franklin D. Roosevelt - "The Great Communicator" 
The Master Speech Files, 1898, 1910-1945 

Series 1: Franklin D. Roosevelt's Political Ascension 

File No. 559 

1932 October 20 

Indianapolis, IN - Campaign Address 



ADDRESS OF GOVERNOR FRANKLIN D. ROOSEV ELT 

I NDI ANAPOLIS, I NDI ANA 

October 20, 1932 

My f riends, we a r e not passing t hr ough (no) 

gn ordi nary campaign. It i s my belief that ( t his campai gn) 

the past f ew mon ths have (mar ks) marked the begi nni ng 

of a New Deal i n American pol i t i cs - - (and) a New Deal 

i n t he conduct of Ameri can Gover nment . (The) We Amer-

i can peopl e ~ (conser vative and) peace loving , and we are 

essentially conservative, ~ have had an experi ence un

der t he pr esent Republican leadership that (they) ~ do not 

wish to continue for another few years . (Pr olonged appl ause, 

loud cheering) And as you people know, throughout this cam

paign I have drawn a pretty sharp line of distinction bet ween 

the Republ ican leadership, on the one hand , and the millions 

of fine American men and women who belong t o the Republican 

~~ or have in the past , on the othPr hand . (Applause) 

And so I can say to them, ~§ wall as to my fellow Democrats , 

1hg1 the unsound and unintelligent venturing into economic 

policies that this Administration, and that the present can

didate (for President) of th, othnr Pnrty who has sponsor ed 

th~s• polici~s , (has) ~ brought ~ a terrible retri

bution to the peoplft or thg Un1t~d Stateo. (Hi•) ~ 
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economic heresies, as I said last night in Pittsburgh, have 

(all) •come home to roost". (Prolonged applause, loud cheer

ing) (and) This Administration stands convicted of having 

produced this brood of disaster-producing gambles with na

tional prosperity. 

I can assure you that it will be .the purpose of the 

new Administration to bring order out of this chaos, (applause ) 

to institute sound and pr ogressive humane policies, to repair 

the damage that has been (wrought ) ~; to return, if you 

(will) like, the people of the United States to the ways of 

economic soundness and a more widely distributed prosperity . 

And I am in favor of that kind of a New Deal. (Prolonged 

applause ) 

These ways of prosperity and soundness (are ) ~ 

assured if we will order our economic and governmental life 

properly . In soite of (the) ~ ruinous policies of the 

present Republican adminletration the country still stands 

~ the richest ln the worl~ -- a nation of the greatest of 

opportunities and ootentialtties. You and I know thRt nature 

hae given us rich soil , preci~u• minerals and a greRt net

w~rk ?f invaluable waterwaya. And we know th~t the progreaa 

or mi~rati n during threft oentur!fJ haa given ua the oeat of 

thn msnpower An1-t~e __ !£msn~ot the ol~ world. Thftre haa 
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come to us from other climes in the course of the generations 

people with enough of tradition and enough of genius to build 

here a civilization the like of which no one (has) ~ dreamed 

of before. The old world has given us a population of strong 

men and women, a population willing to work (and) - - a poou

~ willing to serve in the orderly building of (a) this 

civilization . ~' even in the deep pessimism of this depres

sion this population has kept its temper , has held steady in 

the face of adversity. And even now it is remaining calm in 

the face of or ganized and ruthless propaganda, the propaganda 

of eleventh-hour political desperation which dangles the old 

ghost of panic befor e our eyes . (Applause) 

The voters of this country, in every State , ~ 

thinking (think) of these facts (my friends) be fore (the de

cision which you must make) they vote on November 8th. (Re

member) They are r emembering that the unwise policies or 

(this) our Present Administration have made it i mpossible for 

the people or this country to pr ofit by (the) ~ rich prod

ucts of the richest soil on earth . 

Theae policiee hav' p~rmitted also the uncounted 

riohee of our mine a to lie unuaed, while those who etand 

rtady to w~rk these minee in Ind\ana and Penneylvania and 

Ncot Vire inia end Ohio and W1eeour1, 1111~, ColorAdo, 
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Utah , Nevada, Montana and I daho and l ots or other States -

(sta r ve) t hey are starving in the very presence or riches. 

I saw that with my own eyes yesterday, going down the Ohio 

~' south from Pittsburgh. 

(A) That selftsh policy of uernicious private monop

ol y has permitted t he water power~ of the Nation in large uart 

owned by the Nation - - water uowers that might b ring happiness 

t o millions of homes to r emain unused. 

Far out on the Pacifi c Coast a great populati on of 

our fellow-citizens are facing the Orient, (is) unable to 

trade with that Orient because of the unsound policies spon

sored by men so narr ow and l ocalized down in Washington that 

they were too selfish or too indifferent to realize the needs 

of~ people (so far) three thousand miles away. (Applause) 

What we ne ed, and what we are going to get -- what 

I have constantl y preached in terms of unified national think

ing, of a g rasp of all or our economic problems, g~nuinely in

clusive of all (of) ~ these dlveralfled nePda call t2£ --

I have Q~~~ a "concert or interest'. (I have called it.) 

~ I WRnt t " 11dd too that the financial system of 

(the United Statu) ..!:!!ll.l!!.ll2!! in October of (thll year) 19112, 

wb lle badly managed And hldeouely "a11bled wl th by ( th11) !h.! 

RI!!t~ Adm1nlltrat1on, 11 et111, in eplta of (the) th~1r 
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actions, (of this Administration) capable of repair. And we 

are going t o repair it. (Applause) Nothing but unreasoning 

and groundless fear and hysteria can chip away the granite 

foundations (on which our fiscal system i s based) of the 

wealth of America. Thanks to Democratic measures, extending 

back for twenty years, created by a group of sta tesmen in our 

own party, who are still honored leaders in the American Con

gress, we have flexibility and power of our central banking 

syst em, (making) that makes f or basic security if it is run 

~· (Applause) 

Now, my f riends , I have warned t he country against 

unwise gove rnmental interferenc e wi t h busine s s . I have pointed 

out that t he pol i cies of the pr esent l ea der shi p of t he Repub

l ican par ty i n the past few years has cons ti tu t ed what I call 

danger ous "back- seat ' drivin~ . (Applause) (I t) Their policy 

ha s encour aged wan t on and dangerous speculation -- as many of 

~. to our l o s s. I t has r e fu sed to encourage those 

sound and patri otic master s of flnance who sounded a warn i ng 

in the Spring of 1929 a nd who tri ed to eave thP. financial 

aoundneaa or th• (United Btatea) country from a orash that 

they aaw ~~ all too iMminent. But Ad~in1etrativ~ leadere 

c~o .. tn P:i ve au n rt t'> th'l unsound aide 1n that (e-rcat) 

cr1t\2ll. 10011111nt. Thty neclec:ted to p•1t he heavy ~ .. nd or 
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restraint upon the bucaneers of Wall Street -- the bucaneers 

of public utilities and finance who swept the people ' s sav

ing·s into a bottomless pit of speculation. They encouraged 

unsound l oans t o forei gn nations -- and the banks of Indiana 

know something about that . (They were furtive and uncandid 

in t heir budgetary policies . ) 

This, my fri ends, from a party that has advertised 

itsel f as the friend of true business and true p r osperity. 

No, I am opposed to their ki nd of governmental i n

terfer ence (with) 1n busi ness . It means (casual) dangerous 

tempering . But government can offer t he (sort) kind of lead

ershi p that prevents false goals, t hat helps busines s to avoi d 

the pitfalls of dangerous practices; that originates~ pro

gr ams desi gned and directed to the use of business agencies 

to the end that there will be no abuse of oower , no neglect 

of the necessary; no subversi on of the prooer march of pro

gresc . Government can create a legislati ve program that will 

allow the country to prosper -- to prosper as a unit -- not 

Just in sp~ta -- (an~) 12 avoi~ thr dan~eroua con~ition of 

being what I called half-boom and half-broke . (Prolonged 

applnuae) (It) Government oan ~etermine proper international 

economic policies 1n accordance with the chang~~ economic 

at,.tua of America' ft int•rnllti cnal poa1tton -- no lonE.~r 9 
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debtor nation t o the r est of the worl d but a cr editor nation 

for the first time in our history. (It) Government can pro

vide for pr oper corpor ate banking principles to eliminat e t he 

danger of pyramided structures; of over-capitalization; of 

needless and dangerous competition, safeguarding at the same 

t i me the rights of (the ) all individual~ -- the rights of 

all individuals against privileged a nd unprincipled power . 

To that end, my fri ends, t he Democratic party this 

year t hr ough its platform and through the activities of its 

leaders has presented t o the country a sound al ter native to 

the or esent Administration's business policy of trying to 

gamble and ge t (by) away with it. (Applause) (It ) We 

seek( s) to establish a perfectly clear- cut and generally ac

cepted policy of the government's r elati on with business. 

For the sake of the industrial part of the country (it ) we 

want(s) to restore the greatest potential market in the wor ld, 

the American agricultural population. (Applause) (It wants) 

1¥e seek to restore the railroads "ith their two million em

ployees to a reasonable and useful prosperity. (It) We want(s) 

t o moke proper use un~er proper control of our precious water 

po.,er and watrrwaye. (It) .!! Wllnt(a) to reat.,re aan1ty in 

th e field or law ~nrorcem nt and to r~move from the national 

~overnment the tile~ or enforc1n a r• ullltion that ahculd 
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never have b een (removed) taken away from the states. (Ap

plause) 

And as I said last night, (it)~ want(s) to ac

quire, through a sound Federal policy of Federal taxation on 

beer, some of the countless wealth that is now going into the 

pockets of the racketeers and the bootleggers . (Prolonged 

applause) (It) And we want(s) (as I have said a moment ago) 

t o protect investors -- honest investors -- t o conserve the 

savings of the people, to maintain the integrity and the 

soundness of (the) tho se financial institutions that serve 

the peopl e . (It will) We want to preserve for labor its 

rights won t hrough generations of hard and unremitting 

struggle. (It will) We want to provi de i n a sound and or

derly fashion f or the conservation of human resources through 

wisely conceived r elief measures . And we are not goi ng t o 

merely stop at local r el i e f. If that fails in these times 

of emer gency and need, and if the States th~mselves are un

able to eeP to it that no man, no woman and no child suffer s, 

then it becomes the ultimate and definite rea~sibility or 

the Federal ~ovArnment in Washington itaelf. (Prolonged ap

pl~uee) (It) !§will eatabliah with foreign nations the only 

proper ltind or fri..,ndehlp, a frlf'nd ehlo t~.at 1e baaed on r"'

olprocAl IIP;r" Ill nte for tt.b uch .. n~· or voode . In other 
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words, we want to trade with them. (Prolonged applause) (It) 

We believe(s) that is a practical basis of that interna tional 

friendship t hat makes f o r the well-being of al l countries. ~ 

we propose in addition to that to do a lot f or t he farmer -

an agricultural departme nt r eor ganized and genuinely service

able to the farmers. We propose a l abor departme nt interested 

in the pr obl ems of labor rather t han t he probl ems of political 

advantage, headed by someone who will not be consider ed ~o 

labor) a politician by labor, ~ (to polit icians ) a l abor 

leader by noliticians. (Appl a use) 

Those ar e some of the i ssues -- Jus t a f eYI of them - 

t ha t we have presented in a systemati c a nd or derly fashion (in 

t h i s campaign) f or the past f ew months. 

I have refused to be hurried. I don' t stamnede 

ea sily. (Applause) I have r efused to be diverted f r om the 

purposes which I set out to a chi eve when my part y placed unon 

me the honor and the responsibility or l eadership. 

(Uy) ~ camnai~n has proceeded, my f r i ends , on 

th~ basis or an orderly pr~aentat1on or ttt facta, and no 

amount or 1!1! 'October hysteria' r roo the other aide 1a go

in~ to divert me !rom th1a orderly pr~eentat1on of th r~ota. 

(Prolon~!ld applauae) I don ' t belhve U.at tt.11 1e (no) .!.nl 

t1!:!o for m~t4r. 11 (and) !l!:....!9I (1•prov1ut1on) 1mvrrvlelnJ!: 



- 10 -

(and) or for the throwing of political brickbats over the 

ba ck f ence or politics . (Applause) 

I have de scribed these policies in the course of 

days and Yleeks of continuous travel ove r t h i s country. And 

a s I unfolded (these policies) t hem, I have observed no fear 

or hesitation on the part of (business) the farmer, ~ 

laboring man , or the bus iness man himself . I did, on the 

ot her hand , (observe) in every Sta t e -- and the number is 

~. I think, somewhere around 30 out of 48 -- I di d observe, 

a s I set forth the sound policies for conserva tion and pr o

tecti on and development, a quickening along t he channels of 

t rade so l ong sluggish with a diminished fl ow of their es

sential life blood. And as these policies of the Democratic 

~ (were) have been unfolded, the Nation has stood by and 

watched the unfolding drama or pol itical contest without 

fear , without t repidation and without uneasiness . ~ 

reason for that io that they know that the Democratic ticket 

is roing to be elected on November 8th. (Prolonged applause) 

Ae thee~ principles (came to b8) have become more 

widely accented by the leaders of thou~ht in arriculturA, in 

bueineeo, in labor, in OOM~eroe, in finano~, th~ t~~er Of 

thA country (ohanffed) has b~en gettin~ mor& an~ more eol1di

fied. £o?nom1o an~ eoo1al life (waa) h eben et1rr~d with 



- 11 -

the r eturn of that short, fi ne IVord -- hope . The public 

(grew) has grown sharply aware that the defeat of the present 

Administration was to be (the ) ~ embl em -- an emblem of a 

genuinely national effort to r estore sound and normal cur

r ents or trade. 

And that's why I know -- I don ' t think I know -- but 

I know that the people of t his country (should) ~ not ~ 

to be deceived by threats. (Prolonged appl ause) The people 

of this country know t oo much about the length and breadth of 

their own land. They know t oo much ~ geography and com

~ and economics. Mill i ons of~ ( them) passed through the 

probl ems or the great war and hundreds of thousands of (them) 

our boys s erved in a magnificent and l oyal army, mingling with 

(men) other boys (of) from all na tions. f A voice from the 

audience : "And what have they got ?"J No, my fri ends, the 

ol d witchcr af t will not f urther d i s t ur b t he elector a t e . Th ey 

know t hat gover nment mus t gr ow mo r e nati onal i n it s vi ew, 

mor e comor ehensive in i ts concer n for every f actor in t he 

country, more solicitous of th~ integr ity of an i nterdependent 

and cloer.l y knit economic life . They know that thi a can be 

accomplished. They have aeen the wonders that h~~an intelli

gence When undistur bed by aeltiah int~rnete hAe aonompl i ahed 

~n the (paat g•n• r atton) ~~~~· 
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~. my fri ends, our party stands ready t o as

sume the r esponsi bi lit y that is coming t o it. It is strong . 

It is confident . Its voice and action is quiet with the as

surance of the responsibility that the election will bring 

to it. (Applause) Our ranks are shaken by no panic. They 

are unified by the promise of giving (this country) to Amer

i ca a "New Deal". They are disciplined by the deep sense of 

the trust that the people or America are placing in them. 

(This) That, my friends, i s a r eal alternative t o the pani c 

of Republican leadersh!£. 

(It) We off er(s) a new and refreshing opportunity 

for the building of a better order -- for the building of 

more Just, more compr ehensive and mo r e complet ely (repr e

sentative of the) an America or unflinching and unafraid 

spirit . ( Applause) (of the American people) That ' s what 

we want. (This)~ . my fri ends, is America at its best 

and this is what (our) mz campaign means. That, my f ri ends , 

1£ what the voice of the pconle will tPll the country on 

November 8th. It la the assurance or pro~reaa . It ie the 

assurance of progress 

(Prolonged applause) 
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FOR RELEAE.E 7.HEN DELIVERED 

il . H. !Aci ntyr e , ?ress Representat i ve. 

ADDil:!:SS o,- :;o·n:t:lOil F?..:CILii: :J. :c;.oos;;:v;;;L!, a t 

r:Jili AI!A?OLIS, Illil . , 

Thur s day , October 20th , 1932. 

:;oVE.RiiO::t ROOs:;:'!ELT: lly fri ends , 17e are passing 

through no ordinary car.1pa ign. I t is my 'oelie!' that this 

cam?aijS!l marks the beginning of a new deal in American 

;>O l itic s , and in the conduct of Amer ican Jovern:'!lent . rne 

American people , conservative and peace lovir.;, hcve had 

an experience under the present ::tepu'olican leadership that 

they do not wish to cont inue. ~~c uneou~~ c~d uni nt~llizent 

venturing into economic policies th•c this Administration, 

a nd th~t the present cendidate for Preoident e)Onuorcd , 

has orou6ht a tarrible r etribution. H1u acono ... ic he!rtJsic.:::. 

have all •o.;om~ nomu to rooot ," a:ul this a<t .• i intration 

st~ndn convicted of h• vin ~ produced this orood of 

diaaoter-;noducing ~~ •.• bles "Hh n ~ion~l ,;>.roe;>or1t/. 

It will o~ Lbc pur~ofi~ o. ~~u now ~d-lnl&t.c.lon 

to bring ord rout o1 ti.iu oi•I\OB , to 1 .atttuto uour.l and 
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progressive and humane polici es, t o repai r the damage 

thet h1s be~n wrought, to r eturn, if you will, the peopl e 

of the United Stutes to t he wuys of economic soundness 

and a more widely distributed prospzrity. 

These ways of prosperi ty end soundness ar3 

assured if we will order our economic and governmenta l 

li fe properly. In spite of the ruinous polic i es of the 

present ~e?ublican admini stration the country st ill 

stands, the richest in the world, - a nation of the 

greatest of opportunities and potentialities. Natu:.:e 

has given us rich soil , precious minerals a11 d a grea t 

net-work of invaluable water-wajs. The progr ess of 

migration has given u s the best of the man.,ower of the 

old world. There has come to us f r om other climes i n 

the cou r s e of the 6ener a tions flOOple ·11it h enouJ h of 

trtdition a nd enough of genius to ·,uild i1ere a civili zation 

the like of which no one has dren1aed. The ol d uorld hao 

~iven uo a ~opula~ion of st r ong men and women , ~ popul~ tion 

willing ~o ~ork, end wi lling 'o scr;c in ;be orderly 

buildlnb of a c i •! llizatlon. Evun in tc., <l"e;.> ,>uosi.1i om 
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of this depression t his population has kept its temper , 

has held steady i n the face of adve r sity. And even now 

it is re~aining calm in the face of or3anized and ruthless 

propaganda, the propaganda of eleventh hour political 

desperation which dangles the old ghost of panic before 

our eyes. 

Th ink of the s e fact s , my friends , before the 

decision which you must make on November 3th. Rem~mber 

that t he unwise policies of this ad.-ni nistrat ion have 

made it impo ssible for t he people of thi s country to 

profit by the rich products of the richest soil on earth. 

fhe s e policie s have pern.itted also the 

uncounted riches of our mines to lie um:sed, while those 

who stand ready to work the se mi nco in Pennsylvania and 

~:est Virginia and Ohio and :.lissouri , C~lorado , Utah , 

Uevad~ , :'.on,ann IJ nd I daho otarvc 1n the very preoenco 

of ricMo. 

A selfish policy of ;>·•rn1c1ouc privo~ e monopoly 

hllo fJ'"rmi Hed wbter po• <r t'•L~ mi~;ht oring has.>pineoa ~o 

rr.illiona ol 11omeo to ::emain unused. 
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Far out on the Pacific Coaot a grea~ .popula

ti on facing t he Ori ent i s unable to trade with t hat 

Ori ent becuas e of the unsound poli cies sponsored by 

men so narrow a nd localized i n Wash i ngton that they 

were too s elfish or too i ndifferent t o realize t he 

needs of people so far away . 

\Vhat we need, what I have const antly preached 

i n t er ms of unified nat i onal t hinki ng , of a gra sp of al l 

of our economic problems , genui nely incl usive of all of 

these diver si fied needs , - - a "concer t of inter est " I 

have called i t . 

I 1vant to add too tha.t the financial sys tern of 

the United States in October of this yenr , while badly 

managed and hidiously gambled with by this administra

tion, is still, in spite of the actions of this ad

ministration, capable of repair . Nothi ng but un

reasoning and groundless fear and hysteria can chip 

away the gr anite foundations on which cur fioool sys tem 

io baaed. Thanks to Democratic measures , extending 

back for twenty years, created by a group of atJtea

men in our own party, who are still honored leaders i n 

the American Ccngrefta, we hove floxlbillty end power 
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of our cent r al banking syst em , making for basic 

security. 

Now, my friends , I have warned the country 

aga inst unwise governmental interference with business . 

I have pointed out that the policies of the pr esent 

leadership of the Republican Party in the past few 

years has constituted dangerous back- seat driving. 

It encouraged wanton and dangeroos speculation . I t 

refused to encourage those sound and patriotic masters 

of finance who sounded a warning and who tried to save 

the financial soundness of the United Sta.tes from a 

crash that they saw all too imminent . Administrative 

leaders chose to give support t o the unsound side in 

that great moment . They neglected to put the heavy 

hand of restraint upon the bucaneera of public utilities 

and financ e who swept t he peoples • savings into a 
un 

bottomless pit of speculatior. . They encouraged/sound 

loans to foroign nutions . They wore furtive and uncandid 

in their budgetary poli cies . 
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This , my friends , from a party that has advertised 

itself as the friend of true business and true prosperity. 

No , I am opposed to their kind of governmental 

interference with business . It means casual , dangerous 

tampering . But government £!£ offer the sort of leader

ship that prevents false goals , that helps business to 

avoid the pitfalls of dangerous practices; that originates 

programs designed and directed to the u se of busine ss 

agencies to the end that there will be no abuse of power, 

no neglect of the necessary ; no subversi on of the proper 

march of progress . Government can create a l egislative 

program that will allow the country to pro s per as a 

unit and a void the dangerous condition of being half-

b oom and hal f-br oke . I t can de termine pr oper inter national 

economic pol icies i n a ccor dance wi t h the chan;ed economi c 

s tatus of Ameri c a ' s i nternational posit ion . I t can pr ovide 

f or proper cor por ate banking pr incipleD to e l iminate t he 

danger of pyrnmided str ucturos ; of over - capitalization; 

of needless and dancerous co~prtition, safeguarding ai the 

same timo tho r j.ls of the ndlvidual -- ihA r1,;hto of 

nl l ln<l1vidualo o~;a1nst pr1vlloce<l an<l unpr1u~lplod power . 

~o ih<t rnd , the Democratic pnrty this ytnr 

thlrougll \Ln plaifOJ'Jn an<l ihJ•ou1;h th<J uct1v1tlen of 1ia 
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leaders has presented to the country a sound 1k alter

native to the present administ ration' s busine ss policy 

of gamble and get-by . It seeks to establish a per

fe etly clear- cut and gen-erally accepted policy of the 

government's relation with business. For the sake 

of the industrial part of t he country it wants to restore 

the gr eatest potential market in the world, the American 

a gricultural population . It want s to restore the rail-

roads to a reasonable and useful prosperity . It wants 

to make proper use under proper control of our precious 

v1a ter power and water- ways . It wants to restore 

sanity in the f iela of law enforcement and to remove from 

the national government the task of enforcing a 

regul ation that should never have been removed from the 

states . 

It wants to acquire , through a sound federal 

policy of federal taxation on beer , some of the countless 

wealth now .:;oing into the pockets of rackete ers . It 

wants as I have said a moment ago to protect investors , 

to conserve the savings of the peoplo , to maintain the 

integrity ond the soundnoos or t ho financial inotitut ions 

that servo the people . It will proservn f or labor ita 

rient• won through generations or hard and unremitt1ngSruggle. 
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It wil l provide in a sound and orderly fashion for the 

conservation of human resources through wisely =• con

ceived relief measures . It will establish with 

foreign nati ons the only proper kind of friendship , a 

friendship that is based on reciprocal agreements for 

the exchange of goods . It believes that is a practical 

basis of that international friendship that make s for the 

well-being of all countries. We propose an agricultural 

department reorganized and genuinely s erviceable to 

the farmers. We propose a labor department interested 

in t he problems of labor rather than the problems of 

political advanage , headed by so meone who ~ill not be 

to labor a politician a nd to polit i cians 8 labor 

l eader . The se are s ome of t he iss ues that we hav e 

pres ented in a s ystematic and or der l y fash i on in this 

campaign. hav e r efus ed t o be hur ried. I have refused 

t o be di verted f r om the purposes which I s et out to 

achieve when my par t y placed upon me the honor and the 

reRponsibi lity of lead ership . 
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Uy campaign has proceeded on the b&si s of an orderly 

presentation of the facts and no amount of October hysteria 

fror.1 the other side is going to di vert me from this orderly 

presentat ion of the f acts. This is no time fo r madness and 

improvisation and the throwin~ of polit i cal brick- bats over 

the back fence. 

I have desc r ibed these ~olicies in the course of 

days and ·y: eeks of continuous travel over this count ry . . As 

I unfolded thes e policies , 

Oi1 the part of business. 

obser ved no f ear or hesita tion 

di d , on the oth ~r ha!ld , o oserve 

as I set forth sound polic i es for conservetio:> and 

protection and development, a qui c~eni n~ a long the 

channels of trc:de so l en; s l u$.:;ish with a di minished flow 

of their csoenti a l life b l ood. As these polic i es wer~ 

un!'olded t he ;!ation stood oy and watched th.;, u:->foldin.a; 

drama o f ooli t i cal contest without 1ear, without trepidat ion 

and wi ~t#hout U:'lec.oi!"l.~ss . As theec ,)ri:;cipl ·JS cr.me to O.J 

more widely accepted by ~he l .Jade rs of thcu,ht in a.;r icultur e , 

in ousineo• , i l abor , i n com:n.: r ce , i n financo , the 1.ernpcr 

of the ~ountry ctu.nt5oo. :i:conomic ana oocial lifu wet ot irNd 

witn 1.n" :'uturr: of hop, . Tr.u puolic ,.:-..,,, n:1a•.Jl/ z..v1aru 

th11t tne c'e!e .. t of the .~rerent e>~J.lin i Gtr ... t i on l'na to • tho 

.. m,,l;;m of 11 ?,Unuin~li' n'lt 1onnl ~:.fen tCJ rc.stv•o: oou.1d •nd. 

nor .• at curro!l\.1 of trod.u. 



k 
10 

The people of t hi s country s hould not be deceived 

b y threats. The p eopl e of this country kno1v too much 

about the length and breadth of their own l a nd . They 

know t oo much geography and economics . Millions of 

them passed through the pr oblems of the great war and 

hundreds of thousarns of t hem served in a magnificent 

and loyal army, mingling with men of all nations . No, 

my friends , t he old tvi tch-craf t will not further dis

turb the electorat e . They know that gov ernment must 

gr ow more national i n its v iew , more comprehensive in 

its concern for every factor in the country; more 

solicitous of the integrity of an interdependent and 

closely knit economic life. They know thut th i s can 

be accomplished. They have seen the wonders that human 

intelligence when undisturbed by selfish interests has 

accomplished in the past genera tion. 

Our party stands ready to assume the responsibility 

that is coming to i t . It is strom·. It io C•)nfidcnt. 

I t s voice an ! acti on iP quiet with the aosurRncc of the 

r~sponsibll1ty that t he election 1•ill brlr.g. Our ranks 

aru shaken by no panic. They are tnl tied by tt .. : pror.:iBe 

.t.IIU of gl vi ng tl.! n country a new deal. They are dl ~cl-
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plined by the deep sense~tha.t the people are placing 

in them. This is a real alternative to the panic 

of Republican leaders . It offers a new and refresh-

ing opportunity for the buildi~g of a better order, 

more just , more comprehensive and more completely 

r epresentative of the unflinching and unafraid spiri t 

of the American people. This, my friends , is America 

at its best and this is IVhat our campaign means . It 

is the assurance of progress. 
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RADIO BROADCAST SUNDAY NIGHT, OCTOBER 30 , 1932 at 10: 56 P ,M, 

SUBJECT 1 11YIELFARE & RELIEI'' MOBILIZATION OF 1932 , 11 

It is a privilege to be asked to contr ibute 

t his word in the Welfare and Relief Mobilizat i on of 1932 , 

It is a most significant effort to make wise pr ovision 

for the necessities of the winter and to mitigate its 

suffering and distress . We are in the fourth year of the 

depression; we are now entering upon t he fourth winter 

since the s i gns of the break manifested themselves . In 

the course of this depression the resources of our private 

charitable agencies have b een sadly taxed , and public 

resources likewise have felt the pinch of increasing needs 

coupled with decreasing sources of r evenue . It is a 

time for redoubled , yes, heroic measures to save, not 

only for the immediate future , but for generations to 

come, the human values of our citizenship , As I see it 

the seriousness of this depres si on is not merely what 

we see before us in our every- day life, the breadlines , 

the appeals for funds , the unquestioned pinch of need 

on every side . It is not alone the hunger of children, 

tho denied educational opportunities . These surface 

indications are bad onoueh in themselves , but the deep 

aeated, invisible injuries that this depression io 

cauaing are likely to boar tra~c consequoncea tor 

c enorationa to come . 

I t has not been euy to build up advaneea in 

our ooc1 al 11 ro . 1/o muat pro nerve tho victories won 



in our battles against disease, in our development of 

education , in our work for bett er character . The danger 

is that these may b e impaired in the generations growi ng 

into manhood, -- this danger constitutes a great national 

problem. 

Consider it this way . Consider a child who 

entered this depression at the age of 9 , The first year 

the fruni l y savings are being eaten into, and the 

impressionable mind of the child grew in the midst of 

the worry and fear that beset hi s parents . In the 

second year, the pDverty in which his family was living 

resulted not only in a reduced amount of food, but in 

the wrong kind of food , 

In the third year he continues in school, and 

public authorities helped to feed him . About all he 

~ot to eat was what the School gave him, and he 

attempted to take from his rations something for those 

at home . 

Finally in the fourth year his parents are 

unable to continue him in school , and he must go forth 

to ge t what small return ho can in casual e~ployment . 

Desperation has arrived , and every member of the family 

is seeking to contribute something to keep body and aoul 

together , 

Consider tho etrect JI\Orally and phylieally of 

this expertonco tlll'ougl'l which a boy hBI pouo<l in the 

torMt.t1vo yeArs ot hil lite . Noth1n~ that he ever <loo1 



or thinks or says can hel p but be affected by this vivi d 

experience , The depression has left upon him de ep scars , 

And , my friends , the scars that wer e made upon 

him are made upon the nation, 

Ther e are wounds t ha t wil l heal, but ther e are 

scars that t he sufferers will feel all t he rest of their 

l ives scars t hat wi ll affe ct no t only them, but t hei r 

families and their nei ghbors , 

As Governor the State which more than a year ago 

took the lead in bringing state funds to the aid of l ocal 

relief , and as one who has consistentl y favored federal 

relief where other agencies cannot carry the burden, I 

want to tell you definitely and clearly that i t would 

be nothing short of a calamity to have private , social and 

relief work collapse at this time, The splendid task 

of private , social and charity agencies must not only 

be kept up to thei r highest previous standard, but must 

be incr eaoed during the months to come . I do not use 

t he weasel words "o!lSht to be11
• I use t he strong word 

"~·" I ask a definite self- denial on the part of 

those who have more than the actual neceenities of life 

to share an ovon ;rester part of their meana with thoae 

Vlho eo Tently need it to- day , 

\'/o \mow what aelf-denial h in time of the emer•gency 

of war , I .... the eome nl1'- denial in tilre of an 

~ergency that ia equally na tional and equally dan~oroua 



to our future existence . Let us have the satisfaction 

in the years to come of knowing that we have done our bit 

when the pinch was hardest . 

Let us realize that in this way we can show our 

greatest patr iotism -- that in this way we are saving 

to- day, and saving tomorrow as well. 

I I 
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Spooch, Indi&J1apolis, Oct.20,1932 

Uy friends, we are passing through no ordinary campaign. I t is 
illy belief that this oaapaign IIIB.rks the boginning of a now deal in 
American politics, and in the conduct of theAiurican goTernment. The 
American people , conaer't'ati ve and peace lortDg, haYe had an experience 
under t he present Republ ican l eadership that they do not wish to 
outinue. The unsound and unintelligent venturing into econoadc 
policioa that this Adainiatration, &J1d t hat the prosont candidate for 
President sponsored, has brought a terrible retribution. His econoaic 
heresies have all 14ooae hoae to roost ," and thia administration ataada 
convic ted of having produced thi s br oo• of disaster-producing gamblea 
with national prosperity. 

It will be the purpose of the new administration to bring order 
out of this chaos , to i nstitute sound and progressin and huu.ne poli*iea 
to repair the damage that has been wrought, to return, i f you wi ll, 
the peopl e of the u.s. to the ways of e conomic soundness and a more 
widely tiotributod prosperity, 

These waya of proaperi ty and aoundneas are assured if we will 
order our econoaic and goYern.ental lite properly. I n spite of the 
ruinoua policies ot the present Republican adad.nistration the country 
still ata~~da , the r icheat i n tho world, - -a nation of the greatest 
of opportunities and potentialities . Nature has given ua rich soil, 
precious alinerala and a great network of i nvaluable waterwaya. 'lbe 
progrea1 of migration baa given us the best of the .manpower of the 
old ,orld. There has fose to ua froa other climes in the courae of 
the generations people wi th enough ot tradition and enough of geni us 
to build horo a civi lization tho like of which no one has dreamed. 
The old world has given us a population of atrong aen and woaon, a 
population willing to work , and willing to servo in t ho orderly building 
of a civili zation. ~von i n the deep pes simism of this depreeaion this 
population has kept ita tompor, has hold st eady i n tho tact of advorsity, 
And e1'en now i t ia reuining cala i n tho face of organized and ruthleaa 
propaganda, the propaganda of eleventh hour political deaperation 
whic h dangle• t ho old ghost of panic before our oyu. 

Think of those facta, •Y t r ienda , before the deciaion which you 
must make on Nov. Bth. rlemember that the unwise policiee of t h*s acladn
istration have IIIB.do it impossible t or the people of thio oountry to profit 
by the r i ch products of the r ichest 1oi l on earth. 

Thooo polioioo have porlli ttod aloe tho uncounted r ichoo of our ainu 
to lie wu111d , whi le thole who 1tuu1 ready to wort thea• ain•• i n Pa. , 
a nd J . Va and. l.lbio and ~. , Colo., Utah, ' ' ev. 1 llt.ont . and • cl&ho ata.rva 
i n the ••r1 pretence of r1cbea . 

A ooltioh polioy of pornio1ouo prhato aonopoly bao pora1ttod wator 
powor t hat llirht brl nr hapvineu to ailliono of hoaoo to ro.ai n unuood. 
t ar out on t ho Pa o1t1o Coaot a voat population fao1nc t ho " r iont io 
uno'blo to trado '1'1 tb tha t vriont booauoo of tho unoound pol1oiu oponoorod 
'by aon oo narrow and l ooaliud i n Jaoh1nKton t hat thoy woro too ooltiob 



or too indift• rent to realize the needs of people so far away. 

What we need, what I have c onstantly preached in terms of unified 
national thinking, of a grasp of all of our eoonoado problems, genuinely 
inclusive of all of these diversi fied needs , --a "concert of interest• 
I have called it. 

I want to add too that the fina.noial system of the u.s. in October 
of thie year, while badly IIWlaged and hideoualy gambled with by this 
adminiotration 1o otill , i n opite of the aotiono of thio adminiotration, 
capable of repair. Nothing but unreasoning and groundless fear and hys
t eria can chip away tho gran.i te foundations on which our f iscal system 
is baaed. Thanks to Democratic aeasures, extending back for twenty 
years 1 created b a group of statesmen in our own party, who are still 
honored leadore in the .American Coll8'1"ess , we have flexibility and power 
of our central banking system, ~aaking for basic security. 

Now, my friends, I have warned the country against unwise governmental 
interference with business. I have pointed out t hat the pol i cies of 
the present leadership of the Republican Party i n the past few years 
has conati tut ed dangerous baolt- seat driving. It encouraged wanton and 
dan.gerous speculation! It r e fused to encourage those sound and pat£1o
tie masters of finance who sounded a warning and who tried to save the 
financial soundness of the 0. s. from a crash that they saw all too 
imminent. Adainiatrative beadera chose ~o the unsound side in that 
great moment. Th.ey neglected to put the heavy hand of restraint upon 
the bucoa.neors of public utili ties and finance who swept the peoples' 
savings i nto a botto.ll.l.ess pit of speculation. They encouraged unsound 
loans to foreisn nations. They were furtive and uhcandid in their 
budgetary policies. 

This, ay friends , from a party that has advertised itself as the friend 
of true business and true prosper! ty. 

No, I am oppoeed to their ltind of governmental interference with 
bueinese. .._t means caeual, dangerous tampering. But governaent can 
offer the 10rt of leadership that prevente false goals, that helpl 
business to avoid t he pitfal ls of dangoroue practice•; thllt originates 
programs d•uigntJ d and directed to tho ueo of businoee agencio1 to the 
end that there will be no abu1e of power, no neglect of the neceJJary; 
no eubverllion of the proper uroh of progreee. Government can create 
a logillativo prosro.a that will allow the oountry to proopor u a 
unit and avoid tho dangerouo condition of bt1n1 halt•booa and half·brolr.e. 
It can detera.ne proper international ooonoaio policito in aocordanoo 
wi th the chanced eoonollic 1tatu• of Aller loa ' 1 interutional p011.tion. 
~t oan provido for propor oorporato hnlr.inB prinai ploo to oliaiJI&to 
t ho danror of pyraaidad otructuru; of evor-oapitalhation; of noodlou 
and danprouo e oapotltion, oatoruard.inr at tha o .. o tiao tho ri,tlto at 
tho 1ndhtdual··tho rip to of all ind.i v1duall ap1not prhtlopd and 
unprinoiplod powor . 

To that ud, tho Dlaoor at1o party thh yur throup i to platfora 
and throurh tho aoth1 t i oo of i to lla<loro ha o proton ted to tho oou.ntry 
a oou.nd oltornativo to tho pruont adainiotration o buoinou poU*J 
ot , .. bto and p t-by. !t ooolr.o to ootobl1oh a porflotly ollar•out and 
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generally accepted policy of the governaent •• relation with busineaa. 
for the sake of the industrial part of the country 1 t wants to restore 
the greates t potential market in the world, the American agricultural 
population. I t wants to restore the railroads to a reattonable and 
ueefW.. prosperity. "'t wants to make proper uae under proper control 
of our precious water power and waterways. It w&nts to restore sanity 
in t ho field of law enforcement and to re•ove from thenational government 
the task of enforcing a regulation that should never h&ve been roaoved 
fr011 the atatee. 

It wants to acquire, through a sound federal policy of federal taxa
tion on beer, aoae of the countless wealth now going i nto the pocket! 
of racketeers. ~t wants aa I have said a moment ago to protect inve8-
tors, t o conserve the savings o! the people, to maintai n the integrity 
~d the soundness of the financial inst itutions that serve the people. 
""t will preserve for labor its rights won through generations of hard 
andunremitting struggle. It will proviiio i n a aound and orderly fashion 
for tho conservation of human reaourcea through wisely conceived relief 
mea21urea. I t will establish with foreign nations the only proper kind 
of friendship, a friendship that ie based on r eciprocal agreements for 
tho exchange or goods. l t • oliovoo that is a practical basil or that 
international friendship that makes f or t he well-being of all countries. 
We propose an agricultural department reorganized and genuinely service
able to the farmers. ~'le propose a labor department interested in tho 
problema of labor rather than the problema of political advantage, 
headed by oomoone who rlll not be to labor a politician and t o politici..., 
a labor leader . These are some of the iseuee that we have presented 

in a ayste11atic and orderly !albion in thia caapaiBft. I have r e fused 
to be hurried. I have refused to be diverted from the purposes wUch 
J. set out t o achieve when sy party placed upon me the honor and the 
ruponoibi li ty or leadorfhip. 

lly oaq>aign hao proceeded on tho baois or an orderly preoentation 
of the fact s and no amount of October hysteria from the other aide is 
going to divert •• rroa this orderly preoentation or the raoto. Thia 
is no tiae for madness and i mproViaation and tho throwi ng of political 
briok•bato ovor the back renee. 

I have de oor ibod theoe policieo in the oo11roo or dayo and weoko 
o f oo nti nuou1 travel over thil country. Ae I unfold ad tho•• policiol , 
L oboorvod no roe.r or heo1tat1on on the part or buofnou. I did, on the 
ot her hand, obaervo &I I set forth tound policie• fot' conJervat ion IJ'1I! 
protooUon and dovolopaent, a qui ckoninr alone tho ohannelo or traclo 
oo lone ol~~ggioh with a di.a1niohod now or their euontial lifo blood. 
Ao thooo polieioo woro unfoUod tho Mation otoo4 by and watohodtlw 
unr oldl.nc olrau or political con toot without roar, without tropiclotion 
an4 wl. thout unoaoinou. Ao thooo prinoiploo o .... to bo aoro widoly 
aooopto4 by ttw lodoro or thouat~t 1n agri culture, in buoinou, in labor, 
in oo•oroo, lrn finaneo, tho hiiPtr or tho oountry ohanpd. ..conoaio 
an4 oooial lifo wao otirrod with tho rotu•n or hopo . 'l'llo publie vow 
ohU'ply awar o t hat tho clefoat or t ho prooont adal.niotrotlon wae to bo 
the oabl• or a pnul noly national o(fort to rootoro 1 11114 an4 norul 
ourrtnh of r•'-• 
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The people of this country should not be deceived by threats. 
Tho pooplo ot thio country know too mucll about tho l ongth and breadth 
of their own land. They know too much geography and econoaioe. 
li.illions of them passed through the problems of the great war and 
hundreds of thouee.nds of them serve d in a magnl !icent and loyal aray, 
mingling with men of all nations. No, my friends, t he old witch ... 
craft will not further diatrub the electorate. 'lhey know that government 
must grow more national in 1 ts view, more comprehens•ve in 1 ts concern 
for every factor in the country; aore solicitous of the integrity 
or an int ordopondont and closely knit ooonoaio liro. Thoy know that 
t his can be acooaplished. 'I'hey have seen the wonders that h\J.IUll 
intelligonco when undisturbed by soltish intorosto has acoomplishod 
in the past generation. 

Our ~arty st:o.nds ready to assume the reaponsibili ty that is coming 
to it . t ia otrong. It is conridont . Its voico and action is quiet 
wi th the asaurance of the responabbili ty that the election will bring. 
Our ranks aro ahakon by no panic. Thoy aro unitiod by tho proaiao 
of giving this country a now deal . Tho y are disciplined by tho doop 
aenao that the people are placing in t hem. 'Ibis is a real alternative 
to the panic of Republican leaders. it offers a new and r efreshing 
opportunity for the building of a better order, more just, more compre
hensive and more completely representative of the unflinching and 
unafraid apirit of the Americ&n people. This, my friends, is America 
at its bea t and this is what our campaign means. It ia the assurance 
of progress. 
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