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INFOJUIAL EXTEilPORANEOUS REilARKS OF GOVERNOR ROOSEVELT 
From the Back Platform of hie Speoial Train 

Corbin , Kentucky, October 22, 1932, 5.15 P.M. 

I am very glad, my friends , to greet you good people 

of the State of Kentucky. 

I had a fine telegram, signed by the citizens of 

Corbin, welcoming me here and telling me that twenty years ago 

Theodore Roosevelt visited Corbin. I, myself , have been in 

Corbin before. The last time was just after the War ended, 

in 1919, and I am mighty glad to be here again. 

We have had a great trip today, with a wonderful wel-

come at al most every plaoe where we stopped, and the places 

where we did not stop, we saw great crowds out at the station, 

and t hey waved at us as we went through the towns. How they 

did it, I don ' t know. (Applause) 

You know, as a matter or fact, this trip or ours 

through the country, all the way out to the Coast and back , 

is not primarily for the purpose or making campaign speeches, 

because I want to learn something about the conditione and the 

neede or every part or the country. I haven't been in thie 

eeotion einoe 1919, but I have been here a good many tlmee 

before that. 

I go baok in ay memory to the daY• about twenty­

three year• ago when I rode into Harlan Countr (applauee), 
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and in those days, the only way to get to the Harlan Court 

House was on the back of a horse. (Laughter) What inter­

ests me on this trip is the making firm my convictions that 

this oountry is interdependent tor its prosperity -- inter­

dependent of every secti on of the country. 

Out in Nebraska, for instance, the other day they 

told me that out there in the corn belt the farmers couldn't 

make enough out of thirteen-cent corn t o pay their school 

taxes. And so the s chool trustees told them to pay their 

taxes in corn -- t o take the corn to the school house and put 

it down the coal chute . So this winter in Nebraska, they are 

goi ng to burn corn to keep the school houses warm, instead of 

coal. 

Now, that is a pretty good illustration, because it 

means that every school house out there burning corn is going 

to put on a couple of coal miners out ot Jobs. 

Just in the same way out there in the stockyards of 

East St. Louie yesterday a lot ot people are out ot employ­

ment because the farmers and the miners and industrial workers 

haven't got enough oaeh to buy meat with. 

So you eee the whole ot the country ie all tied in 

together, and that'• why in thie campaign ot our• we are try­

ing t o aake it olear that we want t o r eetore proeperity to 
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every part of the United States. (Applause) And we are go­

ing to do it. 

In the old days when I used to come through this 

part of the State, Democrats were rather rare (drowned out 

by statement from the audience: "But they are not now.•). 

(Applause) 

But I do want to make this perfectly cl ear. OUr cam­

paign this year is not directed merely to Demoorate. It is 

directed t o Americans belonging to every party. Our fight is 

not against the millione of fine men and women who belong to 

the Republican Party. We ask their support. Our fight is 

against the present leadership of the Republican Party that 

has done its best t o bankrupt the United States. (Applause) 

It ' s ver y wonderful to not e t he wonderful reception 

t hat we have had in every part of the Union . 

We are so encour aged t hat we are going af ter not a 

maj ori ty in the El ectoral Col lege . We a r e going t o try t o 

car r y forty-e i ght States out or the f orty-ei ght . (Appl ause) 

I am very confident or the answer that Kentucky i s goi ng to 

give on November 8th. (Prolonged applause) And I am also 

very confident that when I go down to Waehinston, I will find 

ay old triend, your splendid Senator Bar~, there. (Pro­

longed applause) 
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And now, my friends, as this is Just a nioe big 

family party, I want to i ntroduoe to you Mrs. Roosevelt, who 

is right here on the platform, (applause) and also my daughter 

Anna, (applauee) and my daughter-in-law Betsy, (applause) and 

my "little boy•, Jimmie. (Applause, laughter) 

I had asked Senator Barkley to come with me as far 

as Knoxville, because I wanted to talk over a good many prob­

lems with him. But I learn that he has an engagement to speak 

with you here tonight, and will remain here and talk to you. 

(Applause) 

I would very much like to have the privilege of pre­

senting to you, and ask him to say a few words, another old 

friend of mine, in the old "Washington-Wilson" Administration -­

(applause) the Senator from South Carolina, Senator Byrnes. 

(Applause) 
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