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INFORMAL EXTEMPORANEOUS REMARKS OF GOVERNOR ROOSEVELT 
From the Back Platform of his Speoial Train 

Knoxville, Tennessee, October 22, 1932, 9.00 P.M. 

My friends of Tennessee: 

I am here i n fulfillment of a promise that I made 

to the citi zens of Knoxville nearl y a year ago. (Prolonged 

applause) Since t hat time much water has passed over the dan. 

I want to bear tribute to the organized Democracy 

of Tennessee, and especi all y to one man in our organized Dem-

oor acy. Away back last Spring , when some of my friends were 

good enough to be going around this country in search of Del-

egates to the National Convention , the Democrat s of Tennessee 

very properly and very rightfully in convention assembled, 

presented the name of that great American citizen -- that 

gr eat citizen of Tennessee , Senator UoCullough (?). (Ap-

plause) And t hen there came an act or self-denial and or 

generosity on his part that has been seldom equalled in his-

tory. As you know, he told the convention that he would ra-

ther himeelf forego the honor or having the delegation be 

instructed tor him, and would prefer the delegate inatructed 

for New York. (Applauae ) 

Then came the convention itaelf . Aa you know, that 

convention at all timea felt able to count on the l oyalty and 
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devotion and constant support or the organized Democracy or 

Tennessee. (Applause) 

So, my friends, we have got down t o this campaign, 

and knowing what I know of the spirit of this State, I am very 

confident that the Democrats of this State, with the aid, in­

cidentally , of thousands upon thousands of our Republican 

brethren. (At this point, the speaker was drowned out by 

applause.) You know, as a matter of fact, my appeal in this 

election has been not only t o Democrats, but to Americans 

men and women of all parties. (Applaus e ) I have made it 

clear that our fight is not with the thousands and even mil­

lions of f ine men and women who have made up in the past the 

rank and file of t he Republican party. Our contest has been 

directed against the present leadership of that party, (ap­

plause) -- a leadership which has threatened to bankrupt the 

United States. (Applause) 

May I say that i n the comi ng year, with the utmos t 

confidence of a great Democratic victory on November 8th in 

t hi l State, I am fUlfilling only halt or t he pledge that I 

~ave month1 ago to Tenneeeee. (Applauee) It ien't enough 

to paee through Tenneeeee after dark -- and I am coming back. 

(Prolonged applauee, loud oheerins) 

You in thie 8tate -- and alone the oour11 or a sreat 
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river -- a part of which rune into our neighborhood of Ala­

bama -- you have here, in this section of the Union, a very 

great heritage that belongs t o the people of the United States. 

I refer to the water power of the Tennessee River. (Applause) 

I have spoken, as you know, on many occasions that 

as a belief, as a matter of sound national public policy, these 

great water power rights which are owned by the Nation shall 

and must be developed by the Nat i on, and remain forever in the 

posseesion of the people of the United States. (Prolonged ap­

plause) I have conceived it to be sound public policy that 

we should take advantage of the gift of nature to us as a 

people, in each of the four sections of the United States 

there are great water powers! One, in the Northeastern quar­

ter -- the St. Lawrence River; another in the Northwestern 

quarter 

quarter 

the Columbia River; another in the Southwestern 

the Colorado River. And finally, and by no means 

least, this great water power in the Southeastern section -­

the Tennessee River! (Prolonged applause) In the protection 

of the average citizen in his home -- the home owner -- the 

farmer, and the emall busineee man who ueee the growing power 

ot eleotrioity - - tor them it ie inou~bent upon ue to develop, 

ae a government, theee tour great water powere, to aot, if you 

like, ae a •rardet1ok0 to determine the proper ~ount of eleo­

trio lilht rat•• · (Applauee) 
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And so , I am coming back, because I believe that 

you can find out a lot more by seeing things at first hand 

than you can by reading a lot of dry reports. (Applause) 

I hope sometime between now and the 4th of March, 

to motor over from Warm Springs -- which is my second home 

over in the State of Georgia, (prolonged applause) to eee 

Muscle Shoals. I want to come up t he river, and I want to see 

Gold Creek, so probably you will eee me very soon again. (Pro­

longed applause) 

Also, I am very much interested in a portion of the 

work -- a special portion of the work -- that ie conducted at 

the University of Tennessee. 

In my State, Cornell University corresponds t o your 

University of Tennessee. I want to come here and find out what 

your College of Agriculture has been doing. I want to find out 

what your experiment stations have been doing . And I want to 

find out what the Home Economics work for the gi rls has been . 

It ls to me or the greatest consequence that we should try 

throughout theee United Btatea to learn the meaning of that 

word, 'interdependence• . In other worda, that no part of the 

country can be aucceearul and proaperoua unl••• every other 

part or the country la proaperoua. 

And eo, in the•• o~ing yaara, ay !rienda, I aa 
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confident that under the leadership of wise Government in 

Washington and the State Capitals, in the cities and in the 

counties of the Union, we shall be able to work out a coor­

dinated system by which the farmer on the land and the in­

dustrialist in the city will understand better than they do 

now their interdependence. 

We know perfectly well that the factory worker can 

not continue to hold his job unless the agri cultural portion 

of our population have got the buying power to buy the prod­

ucts of the factory. (Applause) 

And so I have spoken of the "Forgotten Man' -- and 

there are lots of them and "for gotten girls" as well. (Ap-

plause) I have spoken of the "New Deal" -- the New Deal baaed 

on a greater social justice, and at the same time, a New Deal 

which will be absolutely l ao% in accordance with our American 

Constitutional ideals. Now, my friends, we haven't very much 

t ime, so in closing will you let me express to you once more 

my great satisfaction at your coming out here tonight to say 

'howdy' to me. (Prolonged applause) 

Before we pul l out, may I introduce to you my bet-

ter half, who ia beside me on the platform here. (Applauae) 

Alao, mr 'little boy' Jimmie! (Applauaa) Ha ia tallar than 

hia old man, and haa 1••• hair on hia haad. (Applauae, laughter) 
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You all know my very, very old friend, Governor McMillan, who 

hae done s o muoh for me in the past . (Applause) 

The evening wouldn't be complete unless I were to 

introduce to you people a total stranger -- a man that you 

have never seen before in your life -- our old Uncle Bob 

Smith. (Laughter, prolonged applause) 
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