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I aB here tonisht at the invitation ar a group or 

public-minded citizens who have placed principle above 

party, These citizens whose Plriy atrilietion has been 

Republican have publicly declared that they consider 

that a chense in the administration or this sovernment 

is necessary -- that it is, in tact, indispensable to a 

restoration to normal conditions. On such an occasion 

it is fittins to speak as a citizen rather than as a 

partisan. 

In this campaisn, indeed, the personal view I have 

had or the condi tiona or need and distress in .very part 

or the Union has broUSht home to me the deep conviction 

tbat in this crisis the national and not the partisan 

objective must prevail, 

To basin with, let me propose a text which, in my 

opinion, expresses a sentiment that is widely held this 

year. It is presented so clearly, eo distinctly and so 

admirably that I would not chanse a word or it, even 

though it was ~oken twelve years aso. Comins rraa a 

sreat ttsure in our national life it deserves serious 

consideration, and comins trcm a sreat Republican it 

deserves particular consideration tram Republicans: 
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•For one reason or another even a wiaely 

led political party, given a long enough 

tenure of ottioe, finally tails to express 

any longer the will of the people, and when 

it does eo fail to express the will ot the 

people it oaases to be an effective instrument 

ot govarDIIIen t. It is tar better tor such 

a polt tical party -- and certainly better 

tor the state -- that it should be relegated 

to tha role of the orittc and that the oppoe1ng 

political party sha1ld assume the reina of 

government. This condition appears to have 

arrived in America." 

That, my friends, is the sober conclusion ot a oautioue 

public man, not long ago President of tl>.e Uni tad statee, 

Calvin coolidge. With every word of it I heartily agree. 

There are more reasons than that tor a change thta 

year. There are ten million or more reasons embodied in the 

blighted hopes of the ten million or mora of the unemployed. 

No doubt eeaking to extend the campaign of tear ao foolishly 

and eo wickedly put in motion, the present Rapubltoan 
~.v l> ~"t;;:r.:~.l­

leader, the President,the other night reterre4 to the atat 

tbat it the policies he had so valiantly developed be not 

continued •the grass would grow on the streets of the 

citiaa•. Well, the graea has little chance to grow in the 
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etreete ot our oitiae now, It would be trampled into 

the ground by the lll8n who •nder these streets in aearoh 

ot employment. 

You have heard in this very oity the President•e 

exhortation that to abandon or to change one l etter or one 

word ot hie policies would mean the destruction ot this 

great Republic, But what do those policies boil down 

to when analyzed by the average c itizen? 

First, the President takes enormous credit tor huge 

tedaral loans to prevent the industrial and banking situation 

trom getting worse. Well aDd good, But that ie a 

negative credit and does nothing pos itive to make things 

better, 

Than he woul.d exhort employers who have no markets tor 

their wares to start their factories, to employ more 

labor, and thereby to increase production. I ask the 

simple question, what good 1a that it the purchasing power 

ot the people to buy these products is not increased? 

And, especially I point to the taot that his program in 

no shape, manner or torm calls tor a restoration ot the 

prices ot tarm products in order that the belt ot our 



--4--

population whieh lives direotl:r or indireotl7 b7 tarm1ng 

~ have the waerewithal to buy the taotor:r produota. 

BUt he brings out a brand new suggestion. He 

would bave us sit like lolioawber and wait t or something to 

turn up. He hints that sane great invention, hidden 

awa:r as he puts it in the "lookers ot science" ma:r 

appear overnight and put ten lllillion people to work. 

This is no new tantas;r. Man:r people have been saying 

this tor a l ong time. They hope tor some new equinlent 

ot the automobile or electric power, to pop out around 

the corner like magic. 

The President asks tbat "the American government 

continue to be conducted in this taith and in th~ hope•. 

I assert that the American goverlllllent can not be 

conducted on the speculation or soae new invention which 

bas not yet bean made. 

Faith aDd hope are splendid things but the hungar 

and suttaring ot millions ot unemployed men are too 

insistent to justit;r a govallllental policy that pins 

its taith on such a mere, re.ote possibility. Thie 

expression 11!1 another example ot the old gambling spirit 
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ot the speoulative boom that l:B s so sorely 

m181111maSed the country tor the P" at few y•rs. 

It 1s tta attitude of mind that guessed in 1929 

that we might esoape the consequences of 

over-speculation. It is the gamble with tate 

that led to the foreign loans abroad. It 1a 

the gamble with tate that led the administration 

to guess in one budget after another that business 

would suddenlY improve, and provide by that 

gamble the taxable means to meet an extravagant 

outlay of cpenditure. It 1s this kind of govel'lllllent 

by guess and by gamble that the people of this 

country have resolved to put out of power. I 

rejoice that Republicans everywhere have decided 

to lay aside party, to put their shoulders to 

the wheel to achieve recovery, not by magio or 

gambling, but by hard coDDonsense and above all 

by serious and resolute action. 

To condense the sum of all of the arguments 

of the President for his reelection, into two 

aentenoea, is not hard. 
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Be asks a vote or confidence becau• he aye that 

but tor h:lm the siwaUon would I:Bve bee worse. 

He asks the Nation to wait and hope tor some 

miracle or invention to make things better. 

As you who have followed the nationwide campaign wh:k:h I 

have conducted tor the past three months will tully appreciate, 

both my political philosophy and my chart of action for the 

country•s tuture differ widely from those of President Hoover. 

Throughout this campaign in every state, -- and I I:Bve been 

in thirty-seven of them, -- I have insisted upon the theme that 

there is a definite and distinet ditrerenoe between his 

policies and mine. I have repeated that this program entrusted 

to me is essentially a national program. Its watchword is 

interdependence or all groupe, of all sections, or all 

economic interests. SUch a program permits or no yielding 

to sectional or immediate selfish special interests such as 

those represented by the clients aDd backers or Mr. Grundy. 

It represents a recognition or the tact that a neglected 

group, a submerged gmup, - be it agli culture, labor, or 

finance or industry, - will prevent the recovery or the entire 

nation. It is not in ignoring the tact that there are 

ditrerent interests and different parts or the country, and 

different people with different needs that we build a nation, 

it 1s in recognizing thea, looking at 
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them, seeing them, oonsulttng them,helping them, always 

with a view to the larger interest - the interest o! 

the nation, 

Now the President took oooasion in this city 

to apeak of the Amerioan system and then prooeeded to 

demonstrate that he does not know what the Amerioan 

system really means. 

The American system is not the speoial, 

exolusive, vested, patented possession of the Republican 

party or, for that matter, of the Democratic party, The 

rank and file of both great parties have deep-seated 

devotion to the essentials of that system. The rank and 

file of Democrats believe in the patriotism and loyalty to 

that system which exists among the rank and file of the 

Republican party, And the rank and file of the Republican 

party feel the same way about the rank and file of the 

Demooratio party. In our century and a half of national 

life we have been ruled by Democrats and Republicans. 

We have had our ups and downs under both parties, 

Therefore, the rank and file of the voters of 

both parties agree with me today that the moat extraordinary, 
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the moet amazing, and I believe the moat un-Amerioan 

expieode of this entire campaign of 1932 is the eleventh 

hour effort of the President to arrogate to himself and 

hie handful of associates in Washington the right to 

claim an exclusive interpretation of and ownership in the 

Ameri can system of government. The American system ie 

the common heritage and common po eeeesion of all Americans. 

Five days from today these Americans by overwhelming vote 

intend t o deny and rej ect the exclusive patent sought by 

the President and hie friends. 

~ 
The interpretation which you give and I give 

' t o the American system of government certainly does not 

mean the combination of foreign and domestic gambling that 

the present leadership of the Republican party has sponsored. 

I t does not mean inviting on one hand the trade of other 

countries and on the other declaring economic war against 

them. This ie not an American system , ae I understand the 

American system. You do not spell out America by combining 

the economics of J ohn Law and his Mississippi Bubble with 

those of Yr. Grundy and hie campaign contributors. 

Th e American system, the American government 

itself, was founded on the principle thot many men from 

many etntee with many economic views and many economic 

interests might , through the medium of a national government, 
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build for national harmony, national unity and interdependent 

well-being. This is the American system. And if the 

President will turn from hie made-to-order statistics, which 

he so sadly misrepresents and misinterprets, if he will turn 

his eyes from hie eo- called 0 baokward and crippled countries• 

and turn to the great and stricken markets of Kansas, Nebraska, 

Iowa, Wisconsin, Illinois and the other agricultural states, 

if he will cease his Utopian dreaming of inventions hidden in 

the"lockersof scienoe"that are going to make us rich, and 

turn t o the true lessons of American history and the real 

words of the founders of this Republic, he will know what 

the American system really is. 

a witness, a man who sat and labored 

.with incredible zeal for the making of the Federal Constitution, 

who participated in the deliberations of the convention that 

made it, who expended hie inexhaustible labors in the writing 

of the record of this convention, and who in hie defense of 

this Constitut ion set forth in •The Federalist• the moat 

authentic and imperishable interpretation of the American 

system that the world has ever eeen. Here ie hie inter­

pretation: 
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•A landed interest, a manufacturing 

interest, a mercantile interest, a 

moneyed interest, with many lesser 

interests, grow up of necessity in 

civilized nations and divide them 

into different classes, actuated by 

different sentiments and views. 

The regulation of these various and 

interfering interests forme the 

principal task of modern legislation.• 

~~is means tba~vernment is intended to be the 

means by which ~~he~intereete and policies are brought into 

equilibrium and harmony within a single Republic. This, my 

friends, is an expression of theAmerican system at its beet 

and I leave it to you to decide whether the most authentic, 

the most unselfish, the most unworried and dignified and true 

exponent of the American system is James Madison or Herbert 

Hoover. 

I have sought during these months to emphasize a 

broad po licy of construction, of national planning and of 

national building, oonetructed in harmony with the beet 

traditions of the American system. I have oonoentrated 

of necessity upon the broad and immediately insistent problems 

of national scope. 
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At Topeka I outlined a complete national plan !or the 

restoration of agriculture to its proper relationship to the 

Nation. 

At Salt Lake Oity I outlined a definite program to 

give us a national transportation policy, including the 

rehabilitation of the railroads of the nation. 

At Portland I set forth in definite t erms a national 

policy for the conduct of utilities and especially those 

engaged in manufacturing and distributing electric power. 

At Sioux City I proposed a tariff policy aimed to 

restore international trade and commerce not only with this 

nation but between all nations. 

At Boston I championed the principle that the national 

government bas a positive duty to see that no citizen shall 

starve. 

At Columbus I pro9osed the protection of the 

investing public against the evils and the fraud perpetrated 

against them during the past ten years. 

At Pittsburgh I proposed an hones~,national budget 
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And now as to the actual conduct or government itaelf -

what a business man would oall the executive and operating 

task or the corporation. 

It is necessary first of all to recognize the simple 

tact that, apart from the occasional judicial interpretations 

relating to government, we have in Washington as in all the 

states two constant factors which are working year in and 

year out, side by side and in constant contact with each 

other - in the case or states the Governor and the Legislature, 

and in Washington the President and The Congress. 

Unthinking people have inveighed against The Congress 

in every generation or ou r Republic - little realizing that 

they are striking at the very fabric of our Constitut ion. 

It we were to eliminate The Congress of the United States, 

we would automatically cease to be a Republic . 

The real purpose or the Constitution was based on 

the rightfUl assumption that the President and The Congress 

would be sufficiently right- minded, sufficiently practical 

and sufficiently patriotic to make every effort to cooperate 

the one with the other. It is not an overstatement either 

or the tact, or of the opinion of the American public to 

say that the present Chief Executive of our nation has shown 
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a singular lack or ability to cooperate with The Congress. 

I am not speaking only or the past eleven months sine~ the 

House or Representatives became Democratic by the margin of 

a handful of votes. I am speaking also of the previous 2-l/2 

years, during which time The Congress in both of its branches 

was controlled by the same party to which the President himself 

belongs. From the earliest days of the special session which 

he summoned in the spring of 1929, the relations between the 

Capitol and the l'lhite House have, to say the least, l a cked 

cordiality, understanding and common national purpose. 

Let me make it clear that I do not assert that a 

president and The Congress must on all points agree with each 

other. Many times in history there has been complete dis-

agreement between the two branches or the government, and in 

these disagreements sometime s The Congress has won end sometimes 

the President has won . But during the administration of the 

present President , we have had neither agreement nor a c lear­

cut battle. Either would have cleared the atmosphere end would 

have been far preferable to the smouldering ill-feeling that 

has seemed to prevail. 

I have the right to point out my own conception of the 

relationship between an executive and 8 legislative body, 

I heve served as a legislator and 8 S 8 chief executive. I 
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believe that from the point of view of a Governor or a 

President his relations with the legislative body can be 

baaed on cooperation. The fact is that with the great 

ma~ority of problems mere partisanship should, in so far 

as possible, be kept in the background. In meeting this 

great majority of problems they can and should be treated 

primarily from the point or view or national good rather 

than of party good. And let me add that in the case of 

most reconstruction legislation there ought to be no 

great difference in the policy or the two great political 

parties, 

We are all influenced by our personal experiences. 

For four long years, as Governor of New York, I have been 

faced by a Legislature Hepublican in both of its branches, 

Fr om t he beginning I have worked on the assumption that 

the members of this Legis lature were human beings, that 

they were patriotic, and that most of our state pr oblems 

could best be solved by cooperation between them and myself. 

We have differed on certain matters of fundamental policy. 

In those cases, I have given them battle; sometimes they 

heve won sometimes, and I think in the majority of cases, 

I have won; but in all these oases we have bad good, clean, 

open fights. 

However, when the problem has been one affecting 

human welfare, the Legislature and I have always ended by 
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sitting around e table end getting something practical 

done. That was the history or the labor legislation 

in this state during the pest four years - of the legislation 

for the improvement or our hospitals , end our prison system, 

of the legislation that enacted ~old-age-security lew -
~h i"1.Z: {'. !{ e&.Ji '(/ ~ of the leg islationA at made t is stet the leader among 

ell the states in providing unempl oyment relief. In the 

latter case, I called a special session, I proposed a bill , 

the Republican leaders proposed another bill, we had our 

fight, we set around a table, I met them 20 per cent of 

the way, they met me 80 per cent of the way, they passed 

the bill, I signed the bill, the relief work was started -

end all of this in the space of six weeks, while it took 

~...r--The ~ongress s i x months to get the President to see that 

such measures were necessary in the nation as well. 



I want to drive home the point that 

I have practiced what I preach -- that there can 

be cooperation between an executive a nd a legislative 

body in the interest of action, of getting things 

done. 

And while I draw from ·my personal 

experience one part of my record in Albany well 

illustrates my point. Up to the time I was 

inaugurated as Governor, the record for vetoes 

belonged to former Governor Grover Cleveland. But 

in each of the last four yoars I have vetoed more 

legislative acts than did Cleveland himself, and the 

percentage of laws passed which received my 

executive disapproval has run from 25% to as high 

as 31% of all bi l ls passed, That is not all, During 

those four years , not one s ingle bill which received 

my disapproval has been passed by the legislature 

over my veto. And likevtise with my record of 

appointments, As in the Federal Government, nearly 

all important admini strative or judicial appointments 

require confirmation by the s enate, During my four 

yeare as Governor, not a single one of my 

appointments ha s been rejected by the Senate of the 

s tate of New York. 
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One final point on this subject . I t 

seems of course fairly obvious that the next 

Congress or the United States will have a majori t y 

of Democrats in both its branches. Any chil d 

can underst and that i t wi ll be easier for a 

Democra tic President to cooperate with the next 

Congress than it would be if the present chief 

executive were re- el ected. But, at the same t i me, 

I honestl y believe tha t even i f The Congr ess of t he 

United States were to be Republican i n one or both of 

i ts branches , I could get a l ong with i t better than 

the gentleman who is runni ng for President on the 

Republican ticket . 

The great issue this year is national , 

comprehensive and humane . I have painted it with 

br oad lines because i t is a progr am for a great 

nation. That is why, from the beginning , insisting 

upon the principle of a new deal I have i nvi t ed 

to join our oause Republicans who believe that this 

country needs the tonic of a new alignment of parw 

l oyal t i es , a new and enlightened support of our 

national faith. This count ry needs t he tonic 

effect or such a reiteration of American principles . 

It call s to its service with particul ar emphasis the 

independent and courageous spirits who are willing 
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to l eave the household of a betrayed faith, 

who are aski ng for substance not shadows, who 

are seeking for truth, not names for truth. 

In speaki ng for the common purposes of all 

or these f orward-looki ng men and women I have , 

I believe, avoided the delusion that t his is a 

campaign or persona or of personalities. To 

indulge in such a fantastic i dea of my own 

individual impor tance would be to betray the common 

hope and the common cause that has brought us ell 

together this year. A grea t man left a .mtch- vtord 

that we can well repeat . 

nThere is no i ndispensable man." 

But there are i ndispensable princi ples -

wi t hout which government cannot serve ita purpose . 

These are the princi ples of fair and open deal ing with 

the public, of using t he greet powers of the government 

to serve no mean party advantage , of keeping 

promises made to agriculture and labor, of fri endly 

r el at i ons between t he executive end the legi sl a ture , 

of economic peace vtith foreign nati ons, of 

protection for those who must entrust their savings 

to others , of social justice for all, and r elief 

for those who ere in need. 
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Reducing it all to the essentials or my 

speooh of acceptance , we want to get for the 

American people , two great human valuos - work and 

security. To achieve this end I invito you all. 

It is no mere party Slogan . It is a definition 

of na tional need , It is a philosophy of lite . 

I repeat it with a courage lent by the knowledge 

that I speak a philosophy of govermnent a s well -

the ideals which have made us and kept us a nation. 



ADDRESS OF GOVERNOR FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 
BEFORE THE REPUBLICAN- FOR-ROOSEVELT LEAGUE, 

Metropolitan Opera Houae, New York City 
Thursday, November 3, 1932 

Mrs. Child(?), Mr. Young, my fellow-Amerioans: 

I am here tonight at the i nvitation of a group of 

publio-minded citizens who have placed principle above party. 

(Applause) These citizens , whose party affiliati on has been 

Republican, have publicly declared tha t they consider that a 

change in the administrati on of this government i s necessary 

that it is , i n fact, indispensable t o a restoration to normal 

conditions. (Applause) And so , on such an occasion it is 

fitting for me to speak as a citizen rather than as a parti-

san. (Applause) 

In this campaign , my frie nds, indeed the personal 

view ~ I have had from coast to coast -- the view of the 

conditi ons of need and distress in every part of the Uni on, 

has brought home to me the deep conviction that in this cri-

sis the national and not the partisan objective must prevail. 

(Applause) 

~. to begin with, let me propose a t ext which, 

in my opinion, expresses a sentiment that is widely held this 

year. It is p r esented so clearly, so distinctly and so admir-

ably that I would not change a word of it even though it was 
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spoken twelve years ago. Coming from a great figure in our 

national lite it deserves serious consideration, and coming 

from a great Republican it deserves particular consideration 

trom Republicans. Here is the text: 

"For one reason or another even a wisely led 

political party, given a long enough tenure or ottioe, 

finally fails to express any longer the will ot the 

people, and when it does so tail to express the will 

ot the people it ceases to be an effective instrument 

ot government. It is tar better tor such a political 

party -- and certainly better for the state -- that it 

should be relegated to the role ot the critic and that 

the opposing political party should assume the reins 

ot government. This condition appears to have arrived 

in America." (Applause) 

That text, my friends, is the sober oonolusion ot a 

cautious public man, not long ago President of the United 

States, Calvin Coolidge. (Applause ) With every word of it 

I heartily agree. (Applause) 

~ there are more reasons than that tor a change 

this year. There are ten million or more reasons embodied 

in the blighted hopes of the ten million or more of the unem­

ployed. No doubt seeking to extend the campaign of fear eo 
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foolishly and so wickedly put in motion, the present Republi­

can leader (the President) the other night (referred to) made 

the (tact) statement that it the policies he had eo valiantly 

developed be not continued 11 the grass would gr ow on the streets 

of the oitiee.• Well , my friends, the grass has l i ttle chance 

to grow in t he streets or our oities now, ~ it would be 

trampled into the ground by the men who wander (these) those 

streets in search of empl oyment . (Riotous applause) 

You have heard in this v.ery city the President's 

exhortation t hat to abandon or to change one l e tter or one 

word or his policies would mean t he destruc t i on ot this great 

Republic. But what do those policies boil down to when ana­

lyzed by the average citizen? 

Firat , the President t akes enormous credit for huge 

(federal ) industrial loans t o prevent the indus trial and bank­

ing situation f r om getting worse. Well and good. But that 

is a negative credit and does nothing positive t o make things 

better. (Applause) 

And then , he would exhort employers who have no mar­

kets tor their wares to start their factories, to employ more 

labor, and thereby to increase production. And I ask the 

simple question, what good i s that it the purchasing power of 

the people t o buy thes e pr oducts is not increased? And, 
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especially I point to the faot that hie program in no shape, 

manner or fo~n calls for a restoration of the prices of farm 

products in order that the half of our population which lives 

directly or indirectly by farming may have the wherewithal to 

buy the (factory) products of our factori es. 

(Next) And then he brings out a brand new sugges­

tion . He would have us sit like our old friend Mioawber and 

wait for something to turn up. (Laughter) He hints that 

some great invention, hidden away, as he puts it, in the 

"lookers of science", may appear overnight and put t en mil­

lion people to work. (Laughter) 

(Thiel !h!!! is no new fantasy . Many people have 

been sayi ng (this)~ for a long time. They hope for s ome 

new equivalent of the automobile or electric power, or the 

radio , to pop out around the corner like magic. (Laughter) 

And the President asks that 11 the American govern­

ment continue t o be conducted in this faith and in thi s hope." 

I assert t hat the American government cannot be conducted on 

the ~ speculation of some new invention which has not yet 

b een made. (Applause) 

Yes, faith and hope are splendid things, but the 

hunger and suffering of millions of unemployed men are too 

insistent to justify a governmental pol icy that pins its 
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faith on such a mere remote possibility. It seems to me that 

this expression is anothe r example of the ol d gambling spirit 

of the speculative boom that has eo sorely mismanaged the 

country for the past (few) ~ years. It is the attitude of 

mind that guessed i n 1929 that we might escape the consequences 

of over- speculation . It is the gamble with fate that led to 

the foreign loans abroad. It is the gamble with fate that led 

the administration to guess in one budget after another that 

business would suddenly improve -- that prosperity was lust 

around the corner - - and provide by that gambl e the taxable 

means to meet an extravagant outl ay of expenditure~. ~' 

it is this kind of government by guess and by gamble that 

the people of this country have r esolved to put out of power. 

(Applause ) ~ I rejoice that Republicans everywher e have 

decided to lay aside party, to put their shoulders to the 

wheel to achieve recovery not by magic or gambling, but 

by hard common sense and above all by serious and resolute 

action. (Applause) 

To condense the sum of all of the arguments of the 

President for his re election into two sentences is not hard. 

He asks a vote of confidence because he says that but for him 

the s ituation would have been worse. (Laughter) And, secondly, 

h e asks the Nation to wait and hope for some miracle of inven­

tion to make things better. 
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As you who have followed the nation-wide campaign 

which I have conducted for the past three months will fully 

appreciate , both my political philosophy and my chart of ac­

ti on for the country's future differ widely from those of 

the President (Hoover) ~· (Applause) 

Throughout this campaign in every State -- and I 

have been in 37 of them -- I have insisted upon the theme 

that ther e is a definite and d istinct difference between his 

polici es and mine. I have r epeated that this program entrusted 

to me is essentially a national program. Ita watchword is 

inte rdependence of all groups, of all sections, of all eco­

nomic interests . Such a p rogram permits of no yielding t o 

sectional or immediat e selfish special inter ests such, !£! 

example, as those represented by the clients and backers of 

our old friend Mr. Grundy. (Applause) It represents a re­

cognition of the fact that a neglected group, a submerged 

group , be it agriculture, labor, or finance or industry, will 

prevent the r ecovery of the entire Nation. It is not in i g­

noring the fact that there are different interests and differ­

e nt parts of the country , and different people with different 

needs that we build a nation; it is in recognizing them , look­

at them , seeing them, consulting them, helping them, always 

with a view t o the larger inter est -- the interest of the 

Nati on. 
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Now, the President took ocoaeion in this city to 

speak of the Amsrioan system, and then proceeded to demon­

strate that he does not know what the American system really 

means. (Applause) 

Let us be definite! The American system is not 

the speci al, exclusive, vested, patented possession or the 

Republican party or, for that matter, of the Demooratio 

party. (Applause) The rank and file of both g reat parties 

have deep-seated devotion to the essentials of that system. 

The rank and file of Democrats believe in the patriotism and 

loyalty to that sys t em which exists among the rank and file 

of the Republican party . And the rank and file of the Re­

publican party fe el the same way about the rank and file of 

the Democratic party. (Applause) We r emember well that in 

our c entury and a half of national life we have been ruled 

by Democrats and Republicans. We have had our ups and downs 

under both parties. (Applause) 

Ther efor e , the rank and file of the voters of both 

parti es agree with me today that the most extraordinary, the 

most amazing, and I believe the most un-American episode of 

this entire campaign or 1932 is the eleventh-hour effort of 

the President to arrogate to himself and to hie handful of 

associates in Washington the right to claim an exclusive 
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interpretation or and ownership in the American system or 

government. (Applause) The American system is the common 

heritage and common possession or all Americans. Five days 

from today these Americans by overwhelming vote intend to 

deny and reject the exclusive patent sought by the President 

and his fri ends . (Riotous applause) 

It seems to me that the interpretat ion which you 

give and I give to the American system of government cer­

tainly does not mean the combination of foreign and domestic 

gambling that the present l eadership of the Republican party 

has sponsored. (Applause) It does not mean inviting on one 

hand the trade of othe r countries and on the other declaring 

economic war agains t them. (Applause) This is not an Amer­

ican system, as I understand the American system. You do not 

spell out America by combining the economics or John Law and 

hie Mississippi Bubble with those or Mr. Grundy and his cam­

pai gn contributors. (Applause) 

(The American) This sys t em, the American government 

itself, was founded on the principle that many men from many 

states with many economic views and many economic interests 

might, through the medium of a national government, build for 

national harmony, national unity and interdependent well-being. 

(This) That is the American system. And if the President will 
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turn from hie made-to-order statistics, which he eo sadly 

misrepresents and misinterprets, if he will turn his eyes 

from his so-called "backward and crippled countries• and 

turn to the great and stricken markets of Kansas, Nebraska, 

Iowa, Wisconsin, I l linois and the other agricultural states 

if he will ceaee hie Utopian dreaming of inventions hidden 

in the "locker of science" that are going to make us rich, 

and turn to the true lessons of American history and the 

real words of the founders of this Republic, he will know 

what the American system really is. (Riotous applause) 

I offer as a witness, a man who sat and labored 

with incredible ~eal for the making of the Federal Constitu­

tion, ~ who participated in the deliberations of the con­

vention that made it, who expended his inexhaustible labors 

in t he writing of the r ecord of this convent i on, and who in 

his defense of this Constituti on set forth in "The Federali st" 

the moat authentic and imperishable interpretation of the 

American system that the world has ever seen. Here is his 

interpretati on: 

'A landed interest, a manufacturing interest, a mercan­

t i l e interest, a moneyed i nterest, with many lesser in­

terests , grow up of necessity in civilized nations and 
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divide them into different classes, actuated by differ­

ent sentiments and views. The regulation of these var­

ious and interfering interests forms the principal task 

of modern legislation. • 

(This) ~ means that government is intended to 

be the means by which all these interests and policies are 

brought into equilibrium and harmony within a single Repub­

lic. This, my friends, is an expression of the American 

system at its beet, and I l eave it to you to decide whether 

the most authentic, the most unselfish, the most unworried 

and dignified and true exponent of the American system is 

James Madison or Herbert Hoover. (Applause) 

I have sought during these months to emphasize a 

broad policy of construction , of national planning and of 

national building , c onstructed in harmony with the best t ra­

ditions of the American system. I have concentrated of nec­

essity upon the broad and immediately insistent p roblems of 

national scope. 

At Topeka, in Kansas, I outlined a complete na­

tional plan for the restoration of agriculture t o its proper 

relationship t o the Nati on, and to r estore its buying power. 

At Salt Lake City I outlined a definite program to 

give us a national transportation policy, including the re­

habilitation of the railroads of the Nation. 
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At Portland I set forth in definite t erms a na­

tional policy for the oonduot of utiliti es and especially 

those engaged in manufacturing and distributing electric 

power. 

At Sioux City I proposed a tariff policy aimed to 

r estore international trade and commerce not only with this 

Nati on but between all nations of the world. (Applause) 

At Boston I championed the prinoipls that t he na­

tional government has a positive duty to see that no citizen 

shall starve . (Applause) 

At Columbus, Ohio, I p roposed the protection of the 

investing public aga inst the evils and the fraud perpetrated 

against t hem during the past ten years. (Applause) 

At Pittsburgh I proposed an honest, national bud­

get sys tem, and the balancing ther eof. (Applause) 

And now (as) I want to talk to you very simply from 

my own personal experience in r egard to the aotual oonduot of 

government itself -- what a business man would oall the exec­

utive and oper ating task of the corporation. 

It i s nece ssary firet or all for us to r ecognize 

the s impl e fact that, apart from the occasional judicial in­

terpretations r elating t o government, we have in Washington, 

as in all the states, two constant factors which are working 



year in and year out, aide by aide and in constant contact 

with each other-- in the case of states the Governor and 

the Legislature, and in Washington the President and the 

Congress. 

Many unthinking people have inveighed against the 

Congress in every generation of our Republic -- little real­

izing that they are striking at the very fabrio of our Con­

stitution. If we were to eliminate the Congress of the United 

States, we would automatically cease to be a Republic . If 

they would but think for a moment they would realize that if we 

were to eliminate the Congress of the United States we would 

automatically cease t o be a Republic. 

The real purpose of the Constitution was baaed on 

the rightful assumption that the President and the Congress 

would be sufficiently right-minded, sufficiently practical 

and sufficiently patriotic to make every effort to cooperate 

the one with the other. (Applause) It is not an overstate­

ment either of the fact, or of the opinion of the American 

public, to say that the present Chief Executive of our Na­

tion has shown a singular lack of ability to cooperate with 

the Congress . (Applause) I am speaking also only of the 

past eleven months since the House of Representatives became 

Democratic by the margin of a handful of votes. I am speaking 
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also of the previous two and one-half years, during which 

time the Congress in both of its branches was controlled by 

the same party to whioh the President himself belongs . (Ap­

plause) From the earliest days of the special session which 

he summoned in the spring of 1929, the relations between the 

Capitol and the White House have, to say the least , lacked 

cordiality, understanding and common national purpose. (Ap­

plause) 

Now let me make it clear that I do not assert that 

a President and the Congress must on all points agree with 

each other at all times. Many times in history there has 

been complete disagreement be tween the two branches of the 

government, and in these disagreements sometimes the Congress 

has won and sometimes the President has won. But during the 

a dministration of the present President we have had neither 

agreement nor a clear-cut battle . Either would have cleared 

the atmosphere and would have been far preferable to the 

smouldering ill- feeling that has (seemed to) prevailed ~ 

ing the past three and one-half years in Washington. (Applause) 

I believe that I have the right to point out my own 

concepti on of the relationship between an executive and a l eg­

islative body. I have served as a legislator and as a chief 

executive. I believe that from the point of view of a Governor 



or a President hie relatione with the legislative body can be 

based on cooperation. The faot is that with the great maj or­

ity of problems mere partisanship should, in so far as possi­

ble, be kept in the background. And in meeting this gr eat 

majority of problems they oan and should be treated primarily 

from the point of vi ew of national good rather than of party 

good. And let me add that in the case of most reconstruction 

legislation there ought to be no great difference in the pol­

i cy of the two great political parties. (Applause) 

We are all influenced by our personal experiences . 

For four long years, as Governor of New York, I have been 

faoed by a Legislature Republican in both of i ts branches. 

From the beginning I have worked on the assumption that the 

members of thie Legislature were human beings , that they were 

patriotic, and that most of our state problems could best be 

solved by cooperation between them and myself. (Applause) 

We have differed on certain matters of fundamental policy. 

In those cases, I have given them battle . Sometimes they 

have won sometimes, and I think in the majority of cases, 

I have won; but in all these oases we have had good, ol ean 

open f i ghts. And the people have known the story of the case, 

(However) ~. my friends, when the problem has 

been one affecting human welfare, the Legislature and I have 
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always ended by sitting around a table and getting something 

practical done. (Applause) That (was) has been the history 

or the labor legislation in this state during the past four 

years -- or the legislation for the improvement of our hos­

pitals, and our prison system, of the legislation that en­

aoted that old- age-security law - - (applause) - - or the leg­

islation that made this state the leader among all the states 

in providing unemployment relief. (Applause) In the latter 

case, I called a special session. I proposed a bill , the Re­

publican leaders proposed another bill, ~ we had (our) A 

good old-fashioned drag-down and knook-out fight. We sat 

around a table, ~ I met them twenty per cent of the way; 

they met me eighty per cent of the way; they passed the bill, 

I signed the bill, the relief work was started -- (and all or 

this in the space of six weeks, while) - - in less than a month. 

(Riotous applause) Contrast that with the fact that it took 

the Congress six months to get the President to see that such 

measures were necessary in the Nation as well . (Applause) 

I want to drive home the point that I have prac­

ticed what I preach -- that there can be cooperation between 

an executive and a legislative body in the interest of ac­

tion, or getting things done. 

And while I draw rrom my personal experience one 
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part of my record in Albany well illustrates my point. Up 

to the time I was inaugurated as Governor, the record ~ 

~ tor vetoes belonged to former Governor Grover Cleveland. 

But in eaoh of the last tour years I have vetoed more legis­

lative acts than did Cleveland himself, and the percentage of 

laws passed which received my executive disapproval has run 

from 25% to as high as 31% or all bills passed. That is not 

all. During those tour years, not one si ngle bill which re­

ceived my disapproval has been passed by the Legislature over 

my veto . (Applause) And likewise with my record of appoint­

ments . As in the Federal Government, nearly all important 

administrative or Judicial appointments require confirmation 

by the Senate, During my tour years as Governor, not a single 

one of my appointments has been r e j ected by the Senate of the 

State of New York. (Applause) 

One final point on this subject of cooperation. I t 

seems, of course , fairly obvious that the next Congrees of the 

United States will have a majority of Democrats in both its 

branchee. (Applauee) Any child can underetand that it will 

be eaeie r for a Democratic Pre.eident to cooperate w1 th the 

next Congrees than it would be if the present Chief Executive 

were reelected . But, let me add this, in all eeriouenees and 

f rom my heart, at the same time, I honestly believe that even 
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if the Congress of the United States were to be Republican in 

one or both of its branches I could get along with it better 

than the gentleman who is running for President on the Repub­

lican tioket. (Riotous applause) 

My friends, the great issue this year is national, 

comprehensive and humane. I have painted it with broad linea 

because it is a program for a great nation. That is why, from 

the beginning, insisting upon the principle of a new deal, I 

have invited t o join our cause Republicans who believe that 

this country needs the tonic or a new alignment of party loy­

alties, a new and enlightened support of our national faith. 

This country needs the tonic effeot or such a reiteration of 

American princi ples. It calls to its service with particular 

emphasis the independent and courageous spirits who are will­

ing to leave the household of a betrayed faith, who are ask­

ing for aubstanoe not shadows, who are seeking for truth, not 

names for truth. (Applause) 

And in speaking for the common purposes of all of 

these forward-looking men and women I have, I believe, avoided 

the delusi on that this is a oampaign of persons or or person­

alities. To indulge in suoh a rantaatio idea or my own indi­

vidual importance would be to betray the common hope and the 

common cause that has brought us all together this year . (A 



- 16 -

g reat man l eft a watch-word that we oan well r epeat: ) ~ 

am glad that Mr. Young spoke to you about the indispensable 

m!n· "There is no indispensable man . " (Applause) 

But there are indispensable pr i nciples - - without 

which government cannot serve i ts purpose . These are the 

principles of fair and open dealing with the public, of using 

the great powers of t he government to serve no mean party ad­

vantage, or keeping promises made to agriculture and labor, 

or friendl y relations between the Executiye and the Legisla­

ture , of economic peace with forei gn nations, of protection 

for those who must entrust their savings t o others, of social 

Justice for all , and relief for those who are in need . 

Reducing it to all the essentials of my speech of 

accep tance , we want to get for the American peopl e two gr eat 

human values -- work and security. (Applause) To achieve 

this end I invite you all . I t is no mere party s logan. It 

is a definition of national need. It is a philosophy of life. 

I r epeat it with a courage lent by the knowledge that I speak 

a ph i l osophy of government as well - - the ideals which have 

mads us and kept us a nation. (Prolonged applause) 
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ACADE~r OY MU~l~, 

oilVVKLYl< , .->:fi IVRK 

I have returned to tne State 01 New York to spend 

t ne last lour de.ye before Electi on rmong my nel[.noors !\n<l 

it is to me a naupy hom~comlng , I ~LP.Ve visited thirty-~even 
e. 

et~.tes, traveled thousands of mHes, and I cheri ch wi t h f.deep 

feeling of appreciation t11e courtesy and ent husiasm with 

which literally mi llions of my felloYT- Americans have greeted 

me . 

I have returned with tne fi r st:..han<l knowledge 

that the Nat ion in every part is stirred by a great hlll1lan 

crisis , The outpourings of humanity in tile great cities, 

and in tile agri cul turp.J. com:nuni t ies brought to me an even 

deeper renli zati on of the r esponsibility I f:>.oe , 

Because of what I have s een , I have been 

scrupulously careful to make no idle promi ee R, to r aise 

no f•lee hopes, and e.t the same time to eng~s in no 

personnl it1es, no unfPir innuendoes , no baseless ohere;es 

against the President of the United States. 

I n s i mple ter:ns I nave attempted to say 

t o t.~e peopl e of this count" Y t hP.t the we.y out of disaster 

and depression ie o. battle to oe fOUll'ilt by 1:ne people ; 
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ohao ohe task of rebuildine mus• come from one 

resolute action of mill ion • of men and women who 

belong to all parties; but at the same time_. t h"" 

leadership i s eesenti:>.l to provide for them_, plane of 

P.Ction and 100 keep vividly before them the definioe 

objecti ves. 

Leadershi p looking to action is the greatest 

issue to be decided on El ection Day. If tile voters 

of the Uni 10ed States ~.re content with tlle President • e 

s l ogan •it might have been worse" , they will give hi m 

the opportW1ity to pursue hie present policy of merely 

preventing things f rom getting worse . If, on the other 

hand, they are W1Willing •o stop there, and believe 

that vigorous leadership and planned acdon Ifill make 

t hings better, then the Democratic National ticke• 

will recei~an o~erwhelming mandate~v~ 

( of tne land, to proceed wi th ohe task , 

I have built, a s the weeks have pase~d , a 

progr am of rot ion for the Federnl Government, - no Utopia 

t o delude us again with the thought of ~~ic things still 

hidden, - just P.round the corner , - no glit tering 

generalities to make us believe that al l has be~n done 
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tnat could nave been done; and above ~li , thank God, 

no gospel of fear and panic to sweep away the fine 

patience and sane courage that I have seen everywhere , 

Instead, I have offered t he practical common 

sense of the Democratic pla tform, a document which will 

live in history as a model for brevity and clarity- a 

doc\llllent which by contrast with the thousn.nds of words 

of bombast, of evasion and of deception in the Republican 
At<J 

pl t\tform, set tne keynooe for tne whole campnign and 
~ 7M79~-r~ r--

started four months ag~ surge to Democracy which 

will result i n ~ vio"tory tn~t will be he~.rd ~round the 

world on Tuea~Y next . 

I have poi nted out and driven home by 

straight argumen"t , baaed on undisputed f ac"ts, that tne 

administration of government under the present leadership 

i " Wasnincrton has been distincrui shed by destruction, 

delay , deceit and despair. 

When I think of the innumerable people 

I have seen in this campaign, p~tienc, steadfae"t , 
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though bitterly hurt in the collapse of our 

economic life , I f eel that to t e.ke advantage 

of their depr ivation to spread among them a 

eospel of fea r is about t he most repeehensible 

act of a campaign tha t has yielded many examples 

of unscrupulous appeals for votes. The busi nessmen 

of the country, battling hard to mainta in their 

financial solvency and integrity were t old i n 

blunt l anguage in Des Moines, I owa, how close 

an escape t he country had some months ago from 

going of f the gold standard. This, as has been 

clearly shown since , was a l ibel on the credit 

of the United State s . 

No adequate answer has been ma.de 

to the magnifi cent Philli pic of Senator Gl a ss 

the other night, in which he showed how unsound 

was this asser tion, And I might add, Senator 

Glass made the devastating chalienge tha t no 

responsible government would have sold to the investaxs of trte 

country, securi ties payabl e in e old_, 1f it knew 

that the promi se, yes, the covenant, - embodied 

in tnes e securitie~was a s dubious as the President 

of the United States claims it was . 
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Of ooure~ the assertion was unsound. In 

the reiterated apologies for it thet have come from 

tne Adminietrn.tion , many words have been added, 

like leaches to suck from tne ori ginRl statement 

ita deadly meaning , But this Administration is 

not content with adding words to make a bad case 

look good. I t also knows how to take words 

away to make a bad case look better . 

One of the most com.nonly repeRted 

misrepresentations by Repuolican speakers, 

including tne President, has been the claim 

that the Democratia position with regard to 

money has not been made suff iciently clear. 

The President is see ing visions of ruooer 

dollars . Thnt is only a par t of his campaign 

of fear, am not going to characterize that 

etatemen>. merely present the facts . 

platform 
The Democratic/~ specifically 

declares, •we advocate a sound cu=renoy to be 

preserved at all hazards.• Tha t is plain 

English, 
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In discussing this pl atform on July 30th, I said, 

•sound money is an international necessity; not a domest ic 

consider a tion for one nation alone ." 

Far up in the Northwest a t Sutte , I repeated the 

pledge of the platform, saying , "Sound cur rency must be 

maintained at all regards. " 

I n Seat"tle I reafi'irmed my at"ti tude on this 

question . The t h ing has been said, therefore , in 

plain English t hree times in my speeches. It is 

stated without qualification in the pl atform and 

I have announced my unqualified accept ance of tha t 

platform. 

So much fo r t hat misrepresentation! 

cannot t ake the time to give adequate 

attention t o the ent ire range of t he President's 

panic-stricken r ecit al . It would be a dreary though 

amazing record. We e.re able, however, to determine 

the quality of a candidate ' s representa tion to the 

country by the process of sampling . have given you 

one sample . shall add another . The President at 

Uadieon Square Garden on last Uonday night, not only 

misrepresented me, but misquoted himself. 
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The President stated: 

" In my acceptance speech four years ago at Palo Alto 

I stated that : 

' In America to-day we are nearer a final triumph over 
poverty than in any land . The poorhouse has vanished from 
among us; we have not reached thnt goal , but given a chance 
to go forward we shall with the help of God , be in sight 
of the day when poverty will be banished from this nation , 1 

"Our Democratic friends have quoted this passage many 
times in this campaign . I do not withdraw a word of it ••• " 

No more surprisin!l statement has b een uttered by a 

man occupying the highest office in the gift of the American 

people . No Democrat has ever quoted that passage because 

no such utterance was ever made by the Pre s i dent ln his 

acceptance speech a t Palo Alto . 

Democrats and many others have quoted the statement 

made by the President in his Acceptance Speech four years a go 

as it a ppears in the Republican campaign book of 1928 , and 

also in the book entitled 11The New Day", \mich contains the 

campai gn speeches of President Hoover. 

· · As presented in these official 

books the President said, 

11\'le in America today are nearer to the final triumph 
over poverty t han ever before in the history of any land . 
The poorhouse is vanishing from among us. We have not 
YET reached the goal , but , gi ven a chance to go forward 
with the policies of the last eight years, and v1e shall 

SOON With the help of God be in sight of the day when 
povert y wi ll be banished from this nation . " 

I beg you to observe how the President has mis­

quoted himself. First , he has eliminated the word "YET" , 
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which indicated that the mil lenium was soon possible . 

Second, he has eliminated the word •sooN", which 

gave to the peopl e the hope that his el ection would accomplish 

its arrival . 
Third , he h a s elimina ted the words 11WITH THE POLICIES 

OF THE LAST EIGHT YEARS ," which were then used to indicate 

that the arrival of the millenium would be ~nought about 

onl y by a conti nuation of the pol icies of the Republican 

administr ations preceding him. 

Cer tainly, I subscri be , and all citizens will 

subscribe , to the ideal expres sed by President Hoover in 

his speech at Madison Square Garden Monday ni~t . But 

we do not subscribe to the absurd promise of Candidate Hoover 

in 1928, nor can we understand how the candidate has in this 

amazing way mi squoted himsel f . 

I cannot compl etely recount the extent to which 

this Administration has misint erpreted the facts in order to 

retain its power. I pointed out the fallacious and ruinous 

business administration t hat has characterized its budget trans ­

actions . After the President and Secretary of the Tr ea sury had 

purported to answer my arguments , a staid and impartial business 

journal , the Annali st , justified what I had s aid in the follow-

ing words: 

"Specifically , and for emost , the Federal budget is 
in n shocking state . The Vlashington administration knew 
quite wel l that it was not even ' substantially' balanced , 
when Congr ess adjourned last June . The actual deficit for 
the current fi seal year , amounting now in the middle of the 
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fourth month to seven hundrod mi l lions or more , has been 
concealed as far as possible by the Administration . Re­
turns from new taxation have discredit ed practically every 
forecast made by the Treasury . " 

This conservative and dependable Journal likewise 

speak s of the unreliability of the President ' s utterances 

With regard to other subjects . It says that in his eleventh 

hour campaign he has made "loose, if not completely misleading , 

references to recent and current records .n It speaks of 

inaccuracies in his statements with regard to building 

contracts and freight loadings ; moreover , it challenges 

the assertion of the Federal Reserve Bulletin about a 

decrease of hoarding; and finally, it publishes an article 

with something close to editorial endorsement, which sadly 

upsets the sweeping assertion that the depression began 

abcpa4 , This feeble alibi I destroyed in my Louisville 

speech . So far as I kn0\'1 0 the Administration has failed to 

controvert me . 
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I have said that the present administration has 

abandoned even the historic principles of the Republican 

Party . 

What , f or example, would 1'/illiam McKinley, James 

G, Blaine , _ or V/illiam Howard Taft , if they were alive today, 

say to the insistence of President Hoover that reciprocal 

tariffs are unworkable, and unsound? They advocated sucll. l'ecip>'o -. 

cal tariffs . 
I note once more that the President ridicules a 

tariff commission set up in harmony with the principles 

laid down by President Theodore Roosevelt, and enacted into 

law by President Wilson . I proposed that kind of a tariff 

Commission in my Sioux City speech six weeks ago : And I wonder 

if President Hoover has ever read the address of President 

Roosevelt at Sioux Falls on September 3 , 1910 where President 

Roosevelt proposed as a way to end Tariff log- rolling in the 

Congress, the very measure that President Hoover now declares, - ­

\'1111 encourage log- rolling , 

I wonder too if the President thinks that the 

country is satisfied with the present method of operation 

of the tariff commission? 

During two long years, President Hoover's 

Tariff Commission ha s investigated the duties upon only 73 

commodities, -- 73 out of many thousands , 18 schedules were 

reduced and 13 were incre ased, and it is worth noting that 

among the articles investigated the Tariff Commission has busied 
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itself with pi pe organs , peppers, egg-plants and bicycle bella • 

A careful estimate shows that at the present rate of progress 

President Hoo ver ' s Tariff Commission will complete its exam­

ination of schedules and r eport upon them by the year 2005 L 

At Pittsbur gh I stated that there must be a r eduction 

in the cost of gpvernment and set forth in detai l the means by 

which it could be accomplished. I n'repl y the Pr esident states 

it cannot be done . The peopl e of America demand a r eduction 

of federal expenditure . It can be accomplished not only by 

reducing the expenditures of existing departments but i t can 

be done by abo l ish ing many useless commissions, bureaus and 

functions, and it can be done by consolid~ many activities 

of the government . 

The people of' the State of New Yor k well know the 

efficiency that can come through reorganization of government 

departments . The long fight of Governor Sm1 th with a 

Republ ican Legislat u r e ended in a constitutional amendment 

Which brought about this end . The same kind of reorganiza-

tion ought to be effected in \lashington . Many bureaus 

overlap that should be mergec cr ~onsolidated . It is not 

necessary to create a new conunission to secure the information 

necessary f or this reform . Such information has been i n the 

process of collection in Washington for 22 years . What is 

needed in this , as in many other t hinss , i s the will to do . 

There is no need for delay in this ma tter . ~·he President has power 
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under the law to recommend to Congress the abolishment of 

bureaus , and the absolute powor to consolidate certain 

specific bureaus . He ha s done nothing. In the process of 

consolidation, I propose to apply the le ssons of economy and 

effic iency that we learned so well in the State of New York 

and through the strikin~ experience of reorganizat ion in 

other s t ates of the Union , I am convinced that throu,_;h such 

reorganization there can be a very substantial reduction of 

expenditures . 

While I am on the subjec t of government , I want to 

repea t r1hat I have sugge sted before -- that of late years, 

and especially durin3 the admini stration of President Hoover , 

the relationship between the Federal Government and the State 

goverrunents has been almost wholly forgotten . I knor1 from 

practical experience as Governor of the most populous state 

of the Union that in many instances n d ifferent attitude on 

the part of the President would have brou(1lt about much closer 

cooperation between Washington and my state capitol , and this 

without any interference with the rights of States . It 

is entirely possible and entirely practical for the President 

to solve and to simplify many governmental problems by contact 

and discussion with the Governors of the several states , 

For t he last four years , I have also been a member 

of the Executive Committee of the Confe1•ence of Governors , 
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And the thougpt of many of my fellow chief executives coincideS 

with mine -- that :;reat opportunities for constructive action , 

for cooperation and mutual effort have b een overlooked by 

t he pre sent n ational administration , 

This i s one of the ntnny reasons why I greatly hope 

that if I am e l ected will know that my l ong- time associate 

and f r iend , Li eutenant Governor Lehman , is d t.recting the 

affai rs of tbe State of New York as its chief executive , 

Colonel Lehman is eminently qualified for the e;overnorship . 

Governor Smith knows , and I know from long experience , that 

discharging the duties of the office of Governor of the State 

of !lew Yor k is no e asy task - - that it calls for wide exper­

ience , end vride knowledge of the state and its problems , 

The vo t ers are going t o elect Colonel Lohman b e -

cause they apply to him the two simple words , "best qualified", 

You and I know that he is familiar l'li th every section of the 

state , l'ri th every i nsti tution of the state , with every department 

of the state , and furthermore he has an intelli~ent und erstand­

ing of the r elati onship between the Legi s lature and the office 

of Governor . 

In l eaving the 30vernorship I want to see t he 

office of Governor held bi'f ono who has tho courage to be his 

own master , but who at the SBme time thinks of the public good 

in the same broad terms as Governor Smith and myself , 
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May I also urge upon you the higjl importance of 

re- electing Senator Rober t F . Wagner . In his case it is 

not alone the interests of the State of New York which are 

involved . He is known throughout the nation as a Senate 

l eader• who has made himsel f an expert on that vital subject 

of relief for the unemployed , 

Wash ington . 

I shall need him in 

The lessons of this camp aiGn are plain enough. 

I am confident that the overwhelming majori t;y of the voters 

of the nation seek unity , seek ordered progress, seelt the 

security that come s from these things . These are what the 

people expect f r cm a united Democracy , and from a leadership 

that is committed to progress through action . 

Help us keep the f aith . Help us to fight 

the good fi el>t . Help us to attain the goal , 

. -!!-.~/~.1/l~ 
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GOVEROOR ROOSEVELT' S ADDREss 

Brook4'n Acadelll)' of Music 
Friday, November 4 , 1932 

I 

GOVEROOR ROOSEVELT: A campaj,gn would not be a campAign! t.o· me" ' '"'·" 

wit hout coming over her e to t he Academy of Musi c , I have r eturned t o 

the State of New York t o spend the l ast four days before el ection among 

J111 neighbors and i t is to me a happy homecoming . You good peoplo know 

t hat I have visited thir ty-seven St at es, traveled thousands of miles, 

and I cherish Ylith a deep feeling of appreciation the court esy and en­

thusiasm with which literally millions of my fellow- Americans have 

greeted me . 

have returned, too, with the first-hand kno>?ledge that the 

nation in evecy pert is stirred by a great human crisis. The outpourings 

of humanity in the great cities , ana in the agricultural comunities , 

brought to me an even deeper realization of the responsibility I face . 

Because of what I have seen, I have been scrupulously careful 

to make no idle promises , to rai s e no false hopes, and at t he same time 

to engage in no personalities, no unfair innuendoes , no baseless charges 

against the President of the United St ates . 

In simple tems I have attempted to say to the people of this 

count ry that the way out of disaster and depression is a batUe to be 

fought by the people; that the t ask of rebuilding must come f rom the 

resolute action of mill ions of men and women who belong to all parties; 

but at the seme time t hat leadership i s essential to provide f or them 

pl ena of action and to keep vividly before them the definite objectives. 

And so leadership - leadership looking to action - is the 

greatest issue to be decided on el ection day . If the voters of the 
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United States are content with the President's slogan, 11It onight have 

been yrorse", they will give him the opportunity to pursue his present 

policy of 111erely prevent.ine things from getting worse. 11' , on the other 

hnnd , they r.r e um'illing to stop there, and believe that vigorous lead­

ership nnd planned action will make things better , then the Democratic 

na.tional ticket will receive an overwhelming mando.te in every section 

of the l and to proceed with the t r.sk. 

I have built, as the weeks havo possed, a program of action 

for the fedcrel Government - no utopia to delude us agu.in with the 

thought of magic t hings still hidden , just around the corner - no glit­

tering generalities to ma.'l:e us believe thut ell has been done that could 

have been done; end above all , thank God, no gospel of t"ea.r and panic to 

sweep away the fine pat ience and sane courage that I have seen in every 

part of the land. 

Instead, I have o..:-..~.·ered the practical coiYIJnon sense of the Demo-

cratic platform, a document Vlhich will live in history &s a model for 

brevity and clarity - a document which by contrast with the thousands of 

words of bo~bast, of evasion and of deception in the Republican platform, 

set the keynote for the whole camp!lign and s t art ed four months ago that 

surge t o Democr acy which 1rl.ll result in n victory that will be heard 

around the world next Tuesday . 

I have pointed out and driven home by straight arguoent , based 

on undisputed f acts , that the administr ation of government under the pres­

ent leadership in Washington has been distinguished by destruction, delay, 

docei t end despair. 

When I think of the innumerable pooole I have seen in this cam­

psign, pati ent , steadfast, though bitterly hurt in the collapse of' our 
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economic life, I feel t hat to take advantage of their deprivation to 

spread among them a gospel of fear is about the most reprehensible act 

of a campaign that has )'ielded maey examples of unscrupulous appeals 

for votes, l'he business men of the countcy, battling hard to maintain 

their financiv.l sol venc)' and integri t)', were told in blunt language in 

Des Moi nes , Iowa, how close an escape this country had some months ago 

f rom going o~f the gold standar d . But that, m)' friends , as has been 

clearl)' shown since , was a libel on the credit of the United States. 

And it is worthy of note that no adequate answer has been 

made to the magnificent philippic of Senator Glass the other night, in 

Vlhich he showed how unsound this assertion was . And I might add, Sen­

ator Glass made a devastating challenge that no responsible government 

would have sold to the country securities pe)'able in gold if it knew 

t hat the promise - yes, the covenant - embodied in these secur 1 ties 

was as dubious ss the President of the United States claims it was .. 

Why, of course, the assertion was unsound. 

In tho reiterated apologies for it that have come from the 

administration, many words huve been added, like leeches to suck from 

the original stetement its dcadl)' meaning . But this administration is 

not content with addillf words to make a bad case look good . It also 

lalows hoVI to t ake words away to make a bad case look better. 

Let us see, One of the most comnonly repeated misrepresenta­

tions by Republican speakers , including the President, has been the claim 

that the Democratic position with regard to mone)' has not been made 

sufficienU)' cloar . The President is seeing visions of rubber dollars. 

But that is onl)' a part of his campaign of fear . I am not going to 

characterize these s t atements . I merely present the facts . 
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The Democratic plat form specifically declares, "\'le advocate 

a sound currency to be preserved at all hazards ." That, I t ake i t, 

is pla in English. 

In discussing thi s plat f orm on July 30, I said, "Sound money 

is an international necessity; not a domestic consideration for one na-

tion alone . 11 I n other words , I want to see sound money in tU.l the v:orl d. 

Far up in the Northwest at Butte I repeat ed the pledge of the 

platform, sayi ng ••sound currency mus t be maintained at all regards. 11 In 

Seattle I reaffirmed my attitude on this question. The thing has been 

said, therefore , in plain English three times in my speeches . It is 

stated without quali fication in the pl at form and I hove announced fif$ un-

quali f ied acceptance of that pl a tform in every pl ank. 

So much for thet example . 

I cannot take t he time to give adequate attention to the en-

tire range of t he President ' s panic- stricken recital . It .-ould be a 

dreary though perhaps an amusing record. fie are abl o , honever, to deter-

mine t he quality of a candidate's representation to the country by the 

process of sampling . I have given you one sampl e . I shall add another. 

The President a t Madison Square Gar den on l ast Monday night 

not only misrepresented me but misquoted himself. As Al Smith would say, 

let' s look at the record . The President stated: 

"In my acceptance speech f our years ago at Pal o Alto I 

stat ed that 1in Ameri ca today we are nearer e final triumph over 
poverty then i n a ny l end . The poorhouse has vanished from among 
us; we have not reached that gonl, but given a chance t o go for­

werd 11e shall with t he help of God, be in si ght of the day when 
paverty will be bunished fro~:~ this nation. 1 

•ow· Democratic f riends have quoted this passage many 

times in this campai gn . I do not withdrat~ a word of it. * * *" 
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No'ft', ar~ friends , no more surp:Dising statement has been ut-

tared by a man occupying the highest office in t he gift of the Ameri-

can people . No Democrat has ever quoted that passage because no such 

utterance was ever made by the President in his acceptance speech at 

Palo Alto . 

Democrats and many others have quoted the statement !lll.l.de by 

the President in his acceptance speech four years ago at Palo Alto as 

it appear s in the Republican campaign hook of 19~8 , end also in the 

book entitled "The New Day11 , whict contoins the campaign speeches of 

President Hoover . 

As officially presented in these official hooks , the Presi-

dent said : 

"1'1e in America today ere nearer to the final. triumph 
over poverty then ever before in the history of any land. The 
poorhouse is vanishing from among us. We have not yet ret:.ched 
the goal., but, given a cbnnce to go for.,ard ~ith the policies 
of the l ast eight years , and we shlcll soon with th• help of God 
be in si ght of the day vthen poverty vill be banished from t.bis 

nation." 

Now, my friends , I beg you to observe the difference bctYieen 

thl•t and v.hut the President seid he said in Mudison Square Gorden . 

Firstly, he hus eliminated the 11ord "yet" , which indicated t lw.t t he 

millennium was soon possible. 

Secondly , he has eliminated the T.ord 11soon", which gc.ve to 

t ho people the hope tlw.t his election would accomplish itc arrival. 

And third, he hns elimiooted the "ords "with t he policies of 

the lE.st eight years 11 , which ,;ere then used to i ndicate t hat. the a.rriv-

al of said millennium would be brought about only by a continuation of 

the policies of the Republican adminiatrution px·eceding him. 
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CertL.inly, I subscribe, and all citizens will subocribe, to 

the ideal expressed by President Hoover in his speech at Madison Square 

Garden Monday night. But r.e do not subscribe to the absurd promise of 

Candidate Hoover i n 1928, nor can we understand how the c&ndidate hss 

in this amazing \',OY misquoted the words of four years ago . 

I cannot completel y recount the extent to which t his admin-

istration hns misinterpreted the facts in order to retain 1 ts power. 

I pointed out the fall acious and ruinous business administr ation thst 

ht.s clwracterized its budget tr&nsRctions . After tho Preuident and 

the Secretary of t he Treasury had purported to answer my t:.rguments, a 

staid und impurtial business journal, The Annalist, justified whet I hed 

said in the following words : 

"Specifically, and f oremost, the Federol budget is in a 

shocking state. The r:ashington administration knew quite well thet 

it was not even 1 substantiE.lly' balanced when Coneress odjourned 

last Juno. The actuel deficit for the current l iscal year, amounting 

now in the middle of the fourth month" - this was after October 15 -
11to seven hundred trl.llions or more, has been concevleri !18 far es pos­

sibl e by the administration. Returns f rom new taxation heve dis­

credited practicol.ly every forecast made by the Treasury ." 

This conservative and dependable journal likevlise speaks of 

the unreliability of the President • s utterances ~ith regard to other 

subjects. It says that in his el eventh hour csmf)aign he has made "loose, 

if not compl et el y misl eading, rofercnces to recent and current records. 11 

It speaks of inaccuracies in his statements with r egard to building con-

tracts Wld freight loadings; moreover , it che.llenges the assertion of the 

Federal Reserve Bulletin about a decrease of hoarding, and f inally 1 

it publishes an article with something close to editorial endorsement, 

V·hich sadly upsets the sweeping assertion that t he depressi on began 

abroad. This feeble alibi I destroyed i n my Louisville speech. So far 

as I kno" the administration has failed to controvert me, up to this time . 
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Now, ~ey friends, I have said that the present administration 

hils abandoned even tho historic principles of the Ropublioon party it­

self. 

l7hat, for example - you older people will apprecinte this -

would Willinm McKinley, J ames G. Blaine or \1illiam Howard Taft , if they 

wero nli ve today, say to the insistence of President Hoover that recip­

rocal tariffs are unworkable and unsoWld? For they themselves advocated 

reciprocal tariffs. 

I note once more that the President ridicules a tariff commis­

sion set up in harmony with the principles laid down by President Theo­

dore Roosevelt, and enacted into l c.w by President Wilson. I proposed 

that kind of a tariff commission in ley Sioux City speech six weeks ego . 

And I wonder if the President has ever read the addr ess of President 

Roosevelt at Sioux Falls on September 3, 1910, where President Roosevel t 

proposed as a way to end tariff log-rolling in the Congress the very 

mea sure that President Hoover now declares will encourage log-rolling. 

I wonder, too - these are just thoughts that occur to me toward 

the end of t he campaign - if the President thinks that the country is 

satislied "ith the present method 01 operation of the tariff commission? 

During t wo long years, President Hoover's tariff commission 

has investigated the duties upon only seventy-three commodities - seventy­

three out o£ many thousands. And as a result eighteen schedules were re­

duced and thirteen Ylere increased , and it i s worth noting that among the 

articles investigated the tariff commission has busied itself with com­

plete investigation into pipe organs , peppers, egg plants and bicycle 

bells. It is ..,rth noting too , that a careful estimate shows that at 



tho present magnificent r ate of progress President Hoover ' • t.oriff com­

mission will complete its examination of schedules and report upon them 

by the year 2005. 

I like to think about the pl aces I've been in. At Pittsburgh 

stat ed that t hare must be a reduction in the cost of government and 

set forth in detail the manns by which it could be accomplished. In 

reply the President states it cannot be done. The people of America de­

mand, as you and I do, a reduction of Federal expenditures. And that, 

m:y friends, as you and I know can be accomplished not only by reducing 

the expenditures of the existing departments , but it can be done by 

abolishing ma..ey usel ess commissions , bureaus and !'unctions, and it can 

be done by consolidating many activities of the government. 

The people of the Stat e of New York well know tho efficiency 

that can come through reorganization of government departments . The 

long fight of my distinguished predecessor , who sits wit h me on the 

pl a t f orm tonight, with a Republican Legisl ature ended in a constitu­

tional amendment which brought about this end . The same kind of reor­

ganization ought to be effected in Washington. t.!any bureaus overlap 

that should be merged or consolidated . 

It is not necessary to create a new commission to secure the 

information necessary for this reform. Such information has been in 

the process of collecti on - i t has been on tap in Washington f or 

twenty-two years . Ylhat is needed in this, as in many other things, 

is tha will to get something done. Ther e is no need for delay in this 

matter. The Presi dent, under the l aw as it exists today , hes power to 

rocollllll8nd to Congress the abolishment of bureaus and the absdlute power 

to consolidate certain specific bureaus . He has done nothing . 
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In the process of consolidation, I propose to apply the les­

sons of economy and efficiency that we learned eo wall in ths State of 

New York and through the striking experience of reorganization in other 

States of the Union. I am convinced that through such r eorganization 

t here can be a very subst antial reduction of expenditures . 

\i"nile I am on the subject of government, I want to repeat 

what I heve suggested beforo - that of l ate year s , and especially dur­

ing the administr ation of President Hoover, the relati onship between 

the Federal Government and the State Governments ha s been almost wholly 

forgotten . I know from practical experience as Governor of the most 

populous State of the Union that in many instances a different a tti tude 

on the part of the Bresidant •ould have brought shout much closer coop­

er ation between ftashington end 11\Y St ate Capitol, and this without a 

single inter ference wit h the rights of t he Stat es. It is entirely pos­

sible, lt is practical "'or the President to solve and to simplify many 

governmental problems by contact and discussion with t he Governors of 

the several States . For the l ast four years I hnve al so been a member 

ot the executive committee of the Conference of Governor s . And the 

thought of many of my fellow Chief Executi vas coinci des with mine -

that great opportunities f or constructive action, for cooperation, for 

getting rid of red tape, and mutual effort have been overlooked entirely 

by the present national administration . 

That ia one of the many reasons why I greatly hope that if I 

am elected I will know that my long-time aaeoci ate and friend, Lieutenant 

Governor Lehman, is directing the affairs of the State of New York. 

Gol onel Lehman i s eminently qualified f or the governorship. Governor 



v 

- 10-

Smith knows, and I know from long experience, that discharging the 

duties of the office of Governor of the State of New York i s no easy 

task - that it calls for wide experience, that it calls for wide knowl­

edge of the State and its problems. 

The voters are going to elect Colonel Lehman because they ap­

ply to him the two simple wordo, "best qualified". You and I know that 

he is familiar wit h every section of the State, with every institution 

of the State, with every department of' the State, and furthermore he 

has en intelli gent understanding of the relationship between the Legis­

lature and the office of Governor . 

In l eaving the Governorship I want to see the office of Gov­

ernor held by one who has the courage to be his own master, but who at 

tho same time thinks of the public good in the same broad terms as Gov­

ernor Smith and myself. 

At the same time, I want to urge upon you, very simply but 

with great feeling , the high importance of re-electing Senator Robert F. 

Wagner . In his case it is not alone the interests of the State of New 

York which are involved. He is known throughout the nation as a Senate 

leader who has made himself an expert on t hat vitol subject of relief 

for the unemployed. I shall need him in Washington . 

The lessons of this campaign ar e plain enough. I am confi­

dent that the overwhelming majority of the voters of the nation seek 

unity, seek ordered progress, seek the security that comes from these 

things . These are what the people expect from a united Democracy, and 

from a leadership that is committed to progress through action. 

Help us keep the faith. Help us to fight the good f ight. 

Help us to attain the goal . 
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t¥0Vl::RI!Ui". t 'itANkL IN D. RUO:;EVEL'£ 

ACADJ,;i.lt 0~' L!JtilG, 

I lluve r~•ur~.ed 1:0 toe· S1:rne or tlew York to epond 

1:1\e last rour days before Elec'tion among my n~l(.noo,-a an<l 

11i 1 a 'tO me n n R:OHY hvmc-com:i nfr,;. I !la ve visited th!.rty-'s even 
a 

r.te.tes, traveled. thous:mne of miles , and I c,1eri ci1 wttl,'( <ie e p 

feeling of apprecia tion the cour1:eay a.nd en• huoi aem lfi th 

which lltornllY millions of my fellow- /lmerioans h ave r;reeted 

me. 

1 h ave l'eturned wi til 'tl1e f'irst.:_h~.nd knowl edge 

that the N~. tion in evary po.r• i a etirred by a gre••• hu1na n 

o~isis . ~'ila out pourtng s of humnni ty in •lle g1·e"t c i ties, 

and. in t ile ae·.rioul tuTr.J. coo:nuni ties brought to me nn ev"n 

d.eept<r r~nl izs. t io.l v i tn" r e s ponsibility I rae~ . 

Bacnuae of \'H1a t I hnve &t~en , I hn.ve been 

s r:rup·tllousl y O:treful to make no i dle promiael' , t o rP.lS~ 

no r~.lae h O{>e:s , b.ntl Fl.t tJ~ e s ame t;ime to eng:l(Jo in no 

personn~iti ea, no unf•i r i:-.nuo :>do~a , no bl\se1e" u Chltl't'fJO 

R.go.i nst "the f':.•e J l dent o t ;;11e Uni t ed St :nee . .-
~ : 
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&na t ohe task of r ahuilcline must come from ~ne 

resolute action or mil1ton• of men e.nd women who 

belong to al1 pai·tien; but n t t ne Sll-'lle time, t h-:..t 

leadership is essent1 ~.1 to provide for them_, plana of 

11.ct1on f'nd t o keep vividly before them 11he definite 

oo j eot ives , 

Lendcrsni p l ooking to notion is the gren.te at 

issue to be decided on El ection Day, If t ile voters 

of t ne United St f'.teo :"''.r e content wi th the President's 

slogan 'it mi ght h~v~ ~een worse• , they wi ll g ive h im 

the opportunity to pursue hie pr esent policy of merely 

prev ent ing thing s from getti ng worse . If , on the other 

hand, they are wnvill i ng to atop there, and believe 

that vigorous leedersn1p and planned action \fill make 

things better, -chen the Democratic National ticket 

_.,._111 re-~eiv~nn over"nelming m.a~da:erG eve,:-L~~~~i_~ 
1.._ of t ne land~ to proceed vt1 th tne te.sk. 

I hnv e ouil t , n.s the weeks ha.ve pae st'ti, n 

progrfll!l of action for tile Federal Oovernrnent, - no Utopia 

to delude us again with the thought of m"-!(ic thint;s • till 

hidden, - j 'JGt f\.rounc. t!h~ cor nP.r , - no ~lj t t er 1ng 

l enerR11 tie~ to lll.'".kd us believe thnt P.l l hA.s bef'"n done 
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~nat could nave been done; and above all , thank God, 

no gospel of f en.r Rnd pn.ni c tio sweep awa y the fine 

patience and BA.ne courage thn.t I he.vo seen everywhere . 

Instead, I have of::t'ered t he prnction.l ootilmon 

sense of the Democratic pl~tforrD., a doc ument whicb will 

live in his tory as a model for brevity nnd clarity- a 

document which by contrast with the thousnnds of words 

of bombast, of evasion nnd of deception in the Republican 
ftt<J 

platform , aet thi" k eynl")te for tlle "'hol e campaign and 
' lN.:-~-~-r '· T--

e,;a.rted four months agQ_~~ surge to Democracy whi ch 

will result in n. vio'tory ~lli"'.t will be hen:··d n.round tne 

world on TuAe~y next . 

I have po inted out a nd driven home oy 

straight nrL~enu , based on undi aputed facts, tnnt the 

adm1n1 stratton of ~;overmnent under the p~esent l onderohip 

1 '' Wasn i "Bt on has been distinguished by de•truction, 

del ay, deceit and despair . 

\Vhsn I think of the innumerable peopl e 

I ho.ve oeen in tJl ia campai gn, pnt ien c, eten.dfA.a't, 
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though bitterly nurt in the collapse of our 

economic life , I feP.l thnt tiO t ake a.dvo.ntage 

of tne ir deprivation to Bpreud umong them a 

80Spel of fear is about the roost repedhens ible 

act of e. c~npnie.n t Jlat no.a yielded mo.ny examples 

of unscru~ulous apper~e for votes . The ouaineaamen 

of tile country, battling ho.rd to maintain their 

financial solvency and integrity were told 1n 

blunt l anguage in Des lloinee, lofla , h ow cl ose 

an eaoap~ 1011~ country had some months ago from 

goi ng of f the gold standard, This, a s has been 

clearly shown since, was a l ibel on the credit 

of the Un1 t ed States, 

No adequate answdr has been mede 

to the magnificent Phillipic of Senator Glass 

the other night, in whioh he snowed how unsound 

wns vn1s asoertion. And I might add, Senator 

Glasa made the devaotatir~ challenge thnt no 

responeiole government would lmve sold to the 1nv~stars of tne 

country, securities payable in gol<!, 1f it knew 

tnnt lihe "PromitH.~ , yes, tue covenr...nt, - e•nbodied 

in t ne!=!e ~~cur i. ti e~ was tl.S duoi ous ns t be !-re side nt 

of' t ne Un! ted S~ntee clnime it "'~s . 
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Of cours~ tne n.saertion wo.s unsound. In 

the reiterf:.ted apologies for it thn t hrwe come from 

tae Adtllini s trf!.tion, mnny words have been added, 

like l eR.ches to suclc frorn tne orit;inal statement 

i~a deadly meRning, But this Administrat ion ia 

not content wi~h adding words ~o make a ond case 

look good. It also knows how to take words 

away t o make a ond onse look oetter . 

One of t he most com1rtonly repeA.ted 

mierepresentRtions by Repuolican speakers, 

including ~ne President, has oeen ~he cl a im 

that the Democratic posi~ion with regard ~o 

money has not oeen made suf1'1oiently cl ear. 

The President is see ing visions of ruooer 

dollars, Tho.t is only a part of his campaign 

of fear . am not going to characterize that 

sts:tement . iDerely present the facts. 

platform 
The De10oCr atic/ ,..._.. speci fically 

deolnres, "We advocate n sound o~. rency to be 

pre served at all hazards. • Th!\t 1e pl!\in 

English . 
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In diecuss int; ,.his platforiA on July 30 th, I oR.id , 

• Sound money is e.u in-cernationnl nP.cess i ty; not. c. domestic 

consideration for one nation alone .• 

Far up in the Nortnweet fl.t Butte , I repeated the 

pledge of tne platform, saying, "Sound currency must be 

mainto.ined at all resards.• 

In Seatl:le I reaf:firmed my anitude on this 

quest ion . The thing has been said, tnerefore, in 

plain English t hree times in my speeches. It is 

stated without qualifiantion in t ne platform and 

I have announced my unqualified acoeptance of that 

platform. 

So much for tnat misrepresentation! 

cannot t ake the time to give adequate 

attention to t he entire range of the President's 

panic-stricken recital. It would be a dreary though 

amazing record. We P.re able, however, to determine 

the quality of a candidate's representation to the 

country by the process of sampling. have given you 

one sample. shall add another. The President at 

lladison Square Garden on last Uonday night, not only 

misrepresented me, but misquoted himself. 

I 
f 
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The President stated: 

11 In my acceptance speech four ye ars ago at Palo Alto 

stated t hat: 

'In America to-day we are nearer a £1nal triumph over 
poverty than in any land . The poorhouse has vanished from 
among ua ; we have not reached that goal , but given a chance 
to go forward we shall with the help of God , be in sight 
of t he d ay when poverty will be banished from this nation, • 

11 0ur Democratic friends have quoted thls passage many 
times in this campaign . I do not withdraw a word of it •.• " 

No more surpr1s1nn statement has b een uttet•Ad by a 

man occupying t he highest office in the gift of the American 

people, No Democrat has ever quoted that passage because 

no such utterance was ever made by the Pre sident ln his 

acceptance speech at Palo Alto . 

Democrats and many others have quotod the statement 

made by the President in his Acceptance Speech four years ago 

as it appears in ths Republican c ampaign book of 1928, and 

also in t he book antitled 11The New Da y•, which contatns the 

campaign speeches of President Hoover . 

As.· presented in these official 

books the President said, 

11We in America today a re nearer to the final triumph 
over poverty than ever before in the history of any land . 
The poorhouse is vanishing from amonG ua. We have not 
YET reached the goal , but , given a chance to go f orward 
with the poli cies of the last eight ears , and vte shall 

1 tho help of God be in sight of the day when 
poverty will be banished from this nat1 on. 11 

I beg you to oboerve how the President ho.o mis­

quoted hi mself . First , he ha s eliminat ed the word '1Th'Tu, 
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which indicated that the millenium was soon possible . 

Second, he has el iminated the word •soON1
' , which 

gave to the people the hope that his election would acoomplieh 

1 ts arr1 val . 

Third, he has eliminated the words 11WITH THE POLICIES 

OF THE LAST EI GHT YEARS ," whicli were then used to indicate 

that the arrival o~ the millenium would be ~nought about 

only by a continuation o~ the policies o~ the Republican 

administrations preceding him. 

Certainly, I subscribe, and all citizens will 

subscribe, to the ideal expressed by President Hoover in 

his speech at Madison Square Garden Monday ni~t. But 

we do not subscribe to the absurd promise of Candidate Hoover 

in 1928, nor can we understand how the candidate has in this 

amazing way misquoted himself . 

I cannot completely recount the extent to which 

this Administration has misinterpreted the ~acts in order to 

retain its power. I pointed out the fallacious and ruinouo 

business administration that has characterized its budget trans­

actions. After the President and Secretary of the Treasury had 

purported to answer my arguments, a staid and impartial busine ss 

journal, the Annalist , justified what I hnd said in the follow­

ins wordss 

'' Specifical ly, and foremost, the Federal budget is 
in a shocking state. The Wash i ngton administration knew 
quite well that it was not even 1 substantially' balanced , 
when Congre ss adjourned last June . The actunl deficit for 
t he current t'iscal y~"'ar, amountln !) now in the tnlddl e of' the 



fourth month to seven hundrod millions or more, has been 
concealed as far as possible by the Administration. Re­
turns f r om new taxation have discredited practically every 
forecast made by the Treasury . '' 

This conservative and dependable Journal likewise 

speaks of the unreliability of the President ' s utterances 

with regard to other subjects. It says that in his eleventh 

hour campaig11 he has made "loose , if not completely misleadine , 

references to recent and current records.• It speaks of 

inaccuracies i n his statements with regard to building 

contracts and freight loadings; moreover, it challengea 

the assertion of the Federal Reserve Bulletin about a 

decrease of hoardinB; and fin~lly, it publishes an article 

with something close to editorial endorsement, which sadly 

upsets the sweeping assertion that the depression began 

ab~~l4 , This f eeble alibi I destroyed in my Louisville 

speech . So far as I \mow, the Administration has !'ailed to 

cvntrovert me. 



9. 

I have said that the preaent administration has 

abandoned even the historic principles of the Hepubllcan 

Party . 

What , for example , would William McKinley , Jame s 

G, Blaine, or Vlillisrn Howard Taft , 1f they wore alive today , 

say to the tnsistence of President Hoover that reciprocal 

tariffs are unworkable, and unsound? They advocated such l'ecipro"' 
cal tariffs . 

I note once more that the President ridicules a 

tariff commission set up in harmony with the principles 

laid down by President Theodore Roosevelt, and enacted into 

law by President 1'11lson. I proposed that kind of a tariff 

Commission in my Sioux City speech six weeks a~o' And I wonder 

if President Hoover has ever read the address of President 

Roosevelt at Sioux Falls on September 3 , 1910 whet•e President 

Roosevelt proposed as a way to end Tar iff log-rolling in t he 

Congress , the very measure that Pre31dent Hoover now dec l ares , - ­

wi ll encourage l og- rol l ing . 

I wonder too i f the President thinks t hat the 

count ry is satisfied with the pres ent me t hod of opera tion 

of the tariff commission? 

During t wo long years , President Hoover ' s 

Tariff Commission has investigated the duties upon only 73 

commodities , -- 73 out of many thousands . 18 schedules were 

reduced ond 13 wore increased, and it is worth notinr; that 

among tho articles investigated the Tariff Commission has busied 



itself with pips organs, peppero , Bl3g- plants and bicycle bells , 

A careful estimate shows that at the present rate of progress 

President Hoover's Tariff Connnission Will complete its exam­

ination of schedules and report upon them by the year 20051 

At Pittsburgh I stated that there must be a reducti on 

in the cost of sovernment and set forth in detai l the means by 

which i t could be accomplished, Irlreply the President stateo 

it cannot be done . The people of America demand a reduction 

of federal expenditure. It can be accomplished not only by 

reducing the expenditures of existing departments but it can 

be done by abolishing many useless commissions , bureaus and 

fW1ct1ona, and it can be done by consol1de:t:4Bg '11any activities 

of the government . 

The people or the State of Now York well know the 

efficiency that can come through reorganization of government 

departments. The long fight of Governor Smith with a 

Republican Legi slatur e ended in a constitutional amendment 

Which brought about this end , The same kind oi' roorgani za-

tion ought to be effected in l'lashin13ton, Mo.ny bureaus 

overlap that should be merged cr con:oli dnted . It is not 

necessary to create a new corunission to secure tho ln1'ormat1on 

necessary for this reform. Such informati on has been i n the 

process of collectton in Washington for 22 year s. What is 

needed in thi~ , as in mnny other thinas , is the wi ll to do . 

Thora is no need for delay ln thi s mattor. 'l1ho !lr·osldont has power 1) 

)I 
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\Ulder the law to recommend to Congress the abolishment of 

bureaus, and the absolute powor to consolidate oortnln 

specific bureaus . He has done nothing. In the process of 

consolidation, I propose to apply the lessons of economy and 

efficiency that we learned so well in the State of' New York 

and throuGh the striking experience of reorganiza tion in 

other states of the Union . am convinced that throu~ such 

reorganization thare can be a very sub3tantial reduction of 

expenditures . 

While ar.1 on the subject of go vernment , I wo.nt to 

repeat what I have suggested beforo -- that of late years, 

and especially durin~ the administration of President Hoover , 

the relationship between the Federal Government and the State 

governments has been almost wholly fo r gotten . I k.n0\'1 from 

practical experience as Governor of the most populous state 

of the Union that in many instances a different attitudo on 

the part of the Prestdent would have broucnt about much closer 

cooperation between Washington and my state capitpl, and this 

without any interference with the r i 6hts of States . It 

is entirely possible and enti,.ely pra.ct1 cal l'Ol' the President 

to solve and to si n1plify many governmental problems by con t act 

and discussion with the Governors of the aevet~al states . 

For tho last f our years , I have also been a member 

of' the Exflcuti ve Conuni ttee of the Conference of Govol·not•a . 
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And the thoucr> t of many of my fellow chief executives coincideS 

\'11th mine ..... thn t Jl~eo.t opportuni t1 eo for cone truct1 ve action, 

fo r cooperation and mutual effort have been overlooked by 

the present national odministration. 

This 1 s one of the tno.ny roo.oons why I ~l~e o.t ly hope 

that if I am elected I will know that my long- tintH aaooclat o 

o.nd f r iend , L:J.eut enant Uovernor Lehrne.n, ls dtrectlng tho 

affai r s of the State of New York as its chief executive. 

Colonsl Lehman is eminently quali fied for the eovernorship , 

Governor Smith lmov1s, and know from l ong experi ence , that 

discharging the duties of the office of Govornor of the State 

of New York is no e asy task -- that it calls for wide exper­

ience , ~nd wlde ~:nowledge of the state ard its probl ems . 

The voters are acing t o elect Colonel Lohman be-

cause they a pply to him the two simple words , 11best qual1 f1edn, 

You and I know that he i s familiar with ovel'y soctlon of the 

state, vd th every institution of the state, with every department 

of the state, and furthermore he has nn intelligent underst and­

ine of the relationship between t he Lo(lJ.sla ture and tho offioe 

of novornor , 

In l eovinc the L,"'Vcrnorsh1p I wnnt to noa the 

off.loe ot' (:ovcrnor he l d by ono who has t.ho coura(~e to be hi:~ 

own n:a ster, but who at the same time thinks of tho public cood 

in the same broad terms as Governor Smith and myself , 



o:i.Vv} .. LY11, .,~.~ \Vr\Y. 

I t.uve !'t ~.J.r:led to ~;;ne &wa:ce 01 H~w York to l'-lp enr:~ 

t!1tl ln.At Iour l)ft.;IA oeiore Election oman~~ my nt-.l;_n..;.ore ana 

iii 10 to me i1. t.•~rJpy i1v!ih:COJ:I~il!!. • I :.liV<'I V1Ritttd tl'l~.rty- B(1.ien 
a 

etl""tee, t1'P.Vt> lf.ld cnou:=:=:tnd s of m1\ ~s, rmd I CJ.F-Til~'i\ wt tJ.(. ," t·:~ 

feel i na of :-\nnr ec i i'.tion ii1l'J co·.tr ;.o~y Md en ~hUAinaon wi t h 

Whloh lttorr~ly millions Of my fdlow- knericanq hL'.VO ("r•>et ed 

me . 

I hrt.V'-" re·vu~neJ w1 t;h t;J:e f irat;.:.nn.nd knol:l edtte 

1;hn.t the I:r.tion in evtJry p3.rt; i s ati rl·ed 'roy o Cf!.'er\'t HUJ/1!\:J. 

cri sis. Tne ou1.pcur ings \Jf hum~.nity i n tJl.:> gLeo.t citief.! , 

and in t.lle P.Ll·i~ul cur"".l CO:>l:nuni Gie:l bl·ough t to me ,.,.11 ~vr:n 

deepdr 1'ea11.zn.tiou v1 ·en~: roA:_)onaibility I f'lc~ . 

Heonuae of \vrnt 1 .t.nve &Pan, I lH'.V~ bcon 
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May I Bloo urge upon you the h1~ l.mportance of 

re - electlng Senator Rober t F . V/o gner . In his c ase it is 

not alone the interests of t he State of New York which are 

involved . He is )mown throughout the nation o.o o. Senate 

l eadet· who has ma de h i mself an expert on that vital subject 

of relief fol~ the unemployed . 

\'/ashington . 

I ahnll need h im in 

The lessons of this campal~n n,..e plain enough. 

I am confident that the overwhelmina; ma jori t;y of the vo tero 

of the nati on seek uni ty , · seelt ordered pro~oau , seek the 

security that comes from these thincs . Theoe are what t he 

people expect from a united Democracy , and from a leadership 

tha t is committed to progress tbroueh action . 

Hel p us keep the fal. th . Help ua to fieht 

the good fight . Help us to attain t he goal . 

--h--cl'~ J/l~__, 
: : : : 
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ADD.,E&S Oi' 

vO', J::RI<Urt F.!AliKLHl D. RvO~fo:VI:.L'r 

ACAU~¥ Or MU~lU, 

November ~ , 1~~~ . 

I have r e turned to ulle f>tate 01 New York to opend 

tae laat 1our days before F:lecliion o.monl> my n<.ltnoorA nn<l 

1 t is t.o me n nP." PY llO!MCOl<>~ne;. I r.ave visioed trtrt y-seven 
a 

~·-~.tea, t r1w 0l ed. cnous:?.nds of mil es, and r chert oi1 ~-1 t h (-it>t•p 

feeling of nppr cci .'l.tion the oom·;;oey nnd ent hu81 nsm IYith 

whioh 11 tern~ly millions of rrrt fHllmr-J.merio~.ne have r,ree ted 

me. 

I hove reourned with t <te firat:.hnnu kno..-ledge 

·•ha t the ;lati on in every part ic stirred by a grel).t hUJaan 

ot'ie1e. Tne outpourings oi humeJti ty in the g ·<dl!.t c ities , 

and in 1.lte ll{:l'icul turr.J. com:lluni•iee b:tO\tgl: t to me "·" even 

deeper r enlizntion ol' the r ceponsioility I fc.oe , 

Beoauee of 1vnnt I hnve seen, I h:cv~ i:>een 

Ml'•ipulously Ol<:reful t o mo.ke no idl~ promisen , to rA1 Ae 

no f~lee hope:; , and at tne snme ti111e to ene;~t~e in no 

pereonro.liui e s, no unfr iT innuendoea, no bP.sel~th~ OhHriJ.e~ 

In C"'t 1p:c tt:r1ns I h:\v~ attemp~e<l "GO At'l.Y 

. \ 

t ·J t ! •! pAopl· o-:· ta"t ~ ~.;ow1try th:· t t.ht> r;:ty ou':. of diao sttJr 
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tnnt the task of re1:)uilci.inr.; mus-e cor:1e from tn.e 

ret5olute action 01 mil l ionF; :lf m~n and women who 

bolonlr to Rl.!. Pfll'tien; but n.t tne en.me time .• t httt 

lendershi p i s essentin.l 1;0 provide for them, plnna of 

P.otion ttnd to keep v i vi:il y before 'tJl t:m t ilt:! uefini t e 

objectives. 

Len.rlorAnip l ooki ng to r.c-:;ion is til e grea teRt 

issue to be decided on Election Da.y . If tile voteTs 

of ttle United Stptea Pre content with til e President• a 

slogan • tt might haVH been worseM, ~ney wi ll Give h i m 

the opportuni ty to pursue his present pol i cy of merely 

preven'ting 'things t'rom getti ng worse . If, on the otht'lr 

hand, they a r e WlWilling to atop there, and bel ieve 

that vigorous leadership rmd pl anned action \fill mq.~<:e 

things better, t hen the Democratic National t i cket 

will recetve ,nn ov~rwnelmin~ mandato l~ every oectio~) 
. . . . ( - ..... . -

/ ot t ne land, to proceed wi th the task . 

I hnve ouil t, :1.e the we eks have pasof'd , a 

progrrun ot' R"tion for tne Federlll Government , - no Ut opi a 

to delude us again 111 tn tile thou('ht ~f mag1o thirlf'B otill 

hidden, - j ".lS": pro·.m c thf! c;ornel· , - no gli tte r i ng 

~enerflli ti £ <1: to l'llC'l:c us believe thnt Rl ! !.as bHf'n done 
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that could nave been done; and aoove nll , thank Ood, 

no gospel of feur and pnnic to sweep nway the fine 

patience and oane cou!'age thnt 1 he.ve aeon everywht!ro . 

Instead, I have offered the p r act1onl OO!ilmon 

sense of the Democratic pl .:!.tform, a document which will 

live in history as a model for brevity and olnr ity - a 

document which by contrast with t ha thousr~de of words 

of bombe.st, of evasion nnd of deception in the Republ ican 
h "-J 

pl a tforrn,, Het tn,-. kcynotoe fqr th~le campai p,"Tl nnd 
1;t;Tfl·r, : 

Sliarted four months ago...-.e surge to DemocTncy which 

will result inn vtotot·y ~nPt wi l l be h et~··d nround tne 

world on Tuea~y next. 

I hnve pointed out and driven home by 

otrai~ht nt·guonm~ , b ased on und i oput ed f act a, tnot the 

administrat ion of ~:,;ovt~rnment under the p,..eaent l eo.dcrehi p 

1 ,, Wasnincrton has been distine;uiah~d by deatruc;ion, 

delay, deceit and despai r . 

Wl1t1n I 1:ttink of the innU1t1ero.ble people 

I hnve seen in thi~ campai gn , pnti enc , etendfast, 
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tho~,h bitterly hur t in tno col lapse of our 

e oonomio 1 tfe , I f e el t hn.t to t rtke advantage 

of tneir deprivation to epread urnon~ them a. 

gospel of fea r is about t he rooot repeehenstble 

act of e. campai~n tllo.t .has yielded many e xamples 

of unscrupulous appeo~e for votes . The businessmen 

of the count ry, battl ing h~rd to mnintni n their 

financial solvency and integri>y were told in 

blunt l anguage in Des Moines , Iowa, how close 

an eooap~ 10ne count ry had some months ago from 

going off the gold standard. This, ae hns been 

clearly shown since, was a l ibel on the credit 

of the Un1 Ced States. 

No adequctte e.nswe r tJaa be en mv.de 

to the magnificent Phill i pic o! Senat or Olnss 

the other night, in which he ehmvcd how unsound 

wa.a this asoertion. And I m1Fsht add, Senator 

Glass made the devastating challenge thnt no 

responsible government would hnve sold to the invtstOTe of t ne 

oountry, sdcurities payable in f.Cld, if it know 

tha t tile promi se , yes, t ne covenn.nt, - emhodiHd 

in tnes~ r.Aot,r i tie~ W:\B r.e <h.toioua ns tt ... e P1"1JG1de n't 

of tne Un! 1;ed St~-ceo clni me 1 -c wrts . 
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Of ooure~ t !le neoertlon wne unuound. In 

ehe reite re.ted apolotl;iee t'or 1 t th{l t hn.ve come from 

t ne Admini s trP.tion, many worUe hnvc been added, 

like leaches to nuclc from ~ne ori!:inltl s~atetnent 

i~s deadly meaning . But this Adminietra~ion is 

not content with adcing words to make a bad case 

look good. It also knows how to tnko words 

away to make a bnd c ase look better. 

One of t:ne moat oorDinonly repet\ted 

misrepresenta tions by Repuolican speakers, 

including tne Presiden~, has been ~ne claim 

that ~he Democratic posi~ion wi~h regard to 

money has not been made sufl"iciently clear. 

The Presiden~ is seeing visions of ruober 

dolle.rs. The.t is only a pe.rt of hie campaign 

of fear. am not going to characterize that 

stat:emen~. I inerely preaent th e facts . 

platform 
The Der•ocratic/,........ spec ifically 

deolo.res , "We a.dvooe.te a. sound cu .. rency to be 

preser ved a t all hazards.• 

English. 

Tha t ts plain 



- 6-

In discueain~ t nis plRtfor~ on July 30 t h , I sald, 

"Sound money i s v.n in~;er:~ationnl nP.c e o s ity; not. n dorneatic 

oonoi deration f or one nation n.lone . •• 

Fnr up in the Nortnweat p,t B\l't t e , I repented t he 

pledge of tne plntform, saying, 11 Sound currency mus t be 

ma1nto.1ned A.t all rega1·ds." 

In Seat t le I rcafHr•ned my atti tude on t his 

quo stion, The th ing hRs been enid , theref or e , in 

plain English t hr ee times in my speeches. It is 

stated without qualifica tion in t ne platt"orm and 

I have announced my unqualified accept ance of tha t 

pla tform. 

So much for t hat mi srepresentation! 

cannot take the time to give adequate 

attention to the entire range of l;he President 1 a 

panio-striol,en rao1 t nl. It would be n dreary though 

amazing record, We p,re able , however, to determine 

the quality of a candidate's representation to the 

country by the proces s of sampling. have gi von you 

one s ample . shnll add another . The President at 

Uadison Squa re Ga rden on last Uonday ni~ht, not only 

mi orepreeented me, but misquoted himnelf. 
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The President stated: 

nln my acce ptance speech four years &ijO at Palo Alto 

stated that : 

'In America to -day we are nearer a final triumph over 
poverty than in any land. The poorhouse has vanished from 
among us; we have not reached that goal, but g iven a chance 
to go forv1ard we shall with the help of God , be in sight 
of the day when poverty will be banished from this nation.• 

110ur Democratic friends have quoted thla passage many 
times In this campaign. I do not withdraw a word of it •• • " 

No more sm~pr1s1 nc; statement has been utterftd by a 

man occupying the highest office in the gift of the American 

people. No Democrat has ever quoted that passage because 

no such utterance was ever made by the President tn his 

a cceptance speech a t Palo Alto. 

Democrats and many others have quoted the statement 

made by the President in his Acceptance Speech four years a go 

as 1t appears in the Republican campaign book of 1928 , and 

a lso in the book entitled 11The New Day••, which contains the 

campaign speeches of President Hoover . 

AS oresented ln these official 

books the President said, 

"We i n America today are nearer to the final triumph 
over poverty than ever before in the history of any land . 
The poorhouse is vanishing from amana u s . \'Ia have not 
YET reached the goal, but, gi van o. chance t o go rorv~ard 
wi tll the policies of the last eight year s , and we shall 
SooN With the help of God be in si ght of tho day when 
poverty will be bani shed from this natl on . 11 

I bog you to observe how ti10 President hno mis• 

quoted himself. F'1.rst, he ha s eliminated the word 11Yr:T'1 , 



which inuicatod that the m1llen1um was soon possible , 

Second , he has eliminated the word "SOON 11
, which 

B, 

gave to the people the hope t hat his election would accomplish 

1 ts arrival. 

Third , he has eliminated the words 11VIITH THE POLICIES 

OF THE LAST EI GHT YEARS," which were then used to indicate 

that the arrival of the millenium would be bnought about 

only by a conti nuation of tho policies of the Republican 

adrnlnistrations precedi ng him. 

Certainly, I subscribe, and all citizens will 

subscribe , to the ideal expressed by President Hoover in 

his epeech at Madison Square Gorden Monday ni~t. But 

we do not subscribe to the absurd promise of Candidate Hoover 

in 1928, nor c an we understand how the candidate has in this 

amazing way misquoted himself. 

I cannot compl etely recount the extent to which 

this Administration has misinterpreted the facts in order to 

retain its power. I pointed out the fallactoua unU ruinous 

business administration that has characterized ito budget b•ans­

actions. After the President and Secretary of the Treasury had 

purported to answer my argument;s, a staid and impartial business 

journal, the Annalist, justified what I had said in the follow­

ing words: 

'1Spec1fical l y , and foremost , the Federal budget is 
in o. shocking state. The \'lashing ton adm1n1strnt1on knew 
quite well that it was not even 1 uubste.nt1B l ly1 l'lalanced , 
when Congress a dj ournod last June . 'l'ho actuo.l def lcit for 
the current ,·lscal y •'ar, amountln !~ now l n tho middle of the 
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fourth month to seven hundrod millions or more , has been 
conceal ed as f ar as possible by the Administration . Re­
turns from new taxation have discredited practical l y every 
forecast made by the Treasury .'1 

This conservative and dependabl e Journal likewise 

spoaks of the unreliabil i ty or the President ' r. utterances 

with regard to ot."'ler subjects. lt says that in his eleventh 

hour cwnpalf91 he has made 11loose, if not completely mi s l oadlnu , 

references to recent and current records. " It speaks of 

inaccuracies in his statm1ents with rocard to building 

contracts and freight loadings; moreover, it challenges 

the assertion of the Federal Heserve Bulletin about a 

decrease of hoardin~; and finally, it publishes an article 

with something close to erlitorial endorsement , which sadly 

upsets the sweeping assertion that the depression began 

abu.PAI\, This feeble alibi I destroyed in my Louisvi lle 

speech . So far as I lmo,·, , the Adminis t ration has fa i led to 

controvert me . 
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I have said that the pre•ont administration has 

abandoned even the historic principl es of the Republican 

Party, 

Who.t. , f or example , would William McKinley, James 

c . Blaino, or Vli lliam Howard Taft, tf they wel"e alive today , 

say to the insistence of President Hoover that reciprocal 

tariffs are unworkable , and unsound? They advocated sucl·. veclpro., 
cal tariffs. 

I note once more that the President r i dicul es a. 

tariff commission s e t up in harmony with the pri nclplo s 

l aid down by President Theodore Roosevelt, and enacted i nto 

law by President Wilson . I pr oposed that kind of a t ariff 

Conuniosion in my Sioux City speech six weeks a e;o 1 And I wonder 

i f Presiden t Hoover has ever read the address of President 

Roosevelt at Sioux Falls on September 3 , 1910 where President 

Roosevelt proposed as a way to end Tariff l os - rolling i n the 

Congress, t he very measure that President Hoover now dec l ares ,-­

wl.ll encourage log- ·•olling. 

I wonder too if the President thinks that t he 

country is satisfied wi th the present method of opera t i on 

of the tariff commi s si on? 

During two l on.g year s , }lreddent Hoover ' s 

Tariff Commission has investigated the duties upon only 73 

conunodities, -- 73 out of many thouaonrls . 18 schedules wAre 

reduced and 13 were increased , nnd it is worth notin~ tha t 

nuon~ the art icles investiga ted the Torlff Cournlasi on ho.s bus le d 
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itself with pipe organs, peppers, egg- plants and bicycle bello . 

A careful e s timate shows that a t the present rate of prOBrOBB 

President Hoover's Truriff Co~ssion Will complete its exam­

ination of schedules and repor t upon them by the yoar 2005 1 

At Pittsburgh I s t ated that there must be a reduction 

in tbe cost of gover11r.1ent and set forth in detail the means by 

which it could be accomplished . Irlrepl y the President states 

it cannot be done . The people of America demand a reduction 

of federal expenditure . It can be accomplished not onl y by 

reducing the expenditures of existing departments but it can 

be done by abolishing many useless conunissions , bureaus and 

fW'lctions , and it can be done by consolidating HIRny activitios 

of the covernment . 

The people or the State of New York well lmow tho 

efficiency that can come through reorganization of government 

departments . The long fight of Governor Smith with a 

Republ ican Legislatur e ended in a constitutional amendment 

ll'hich brought about t his end , The same kind of roorganiza-

tion ought to be effected in 1'/ashineton , Many bureaus 

overlap that should be merged cr oonoolidated. It is not 

necessor-y to create a new conmieeion to secure tho lni'ormntion 

necessary fo r th to reform . Such informot1 on has been tn tho 

process of colloetlon in Wa shing t on for 22 yenra . What io 

ne eded ln tht::, O!l ln mnny other thinet: , 1R tho wlll to Uo . 

'l1hct·o in no ncod for delay ln thi s matter . 'l'he t't·<:otdont bno power 
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under the law to recommend to Congress the nbollohment or 

bureaus , and the absolute power to consolidate certain 

specific buroaus . He has done nothing . In t.he process of 

consoli dation , I propose to apply the l essons of economy and 

efficiency that we learned so well ln the State of Now York 

and through the str i kine; experience of reorganizatj on in 

other states of the Union . am convinced that throuJl such 

reorganization the re can be o. very substantial reduction of 

expenditures . 

While r am on the subject of o,"'vernment , I Vlant t o 

repeat Vlhat I hnve suggested before -- that of late years, 

o.nd especially durln!J the ndminietratton of l'residont Hoover 1 

tho relati onshlp between the Federal Government and the 3tate 

~overrunenta h a s been a l most wholly fore;otten . I know fron1 

prac t ical experience as Governor of the most popul ous state 

of the Union that in many instance s a different attitude on 

the part of the PJ"esldent would have brouf.1lt about much c l ooei' 

cooperation between Washington and nty state cnpi tol, o.nd thio 

without any interference with the rights of States . It 

is entirely poastb l e and entirely practl cal for tho Preoident 

to solve and to s1n1plify many eovernmental problems by contact 

ancl d iscussion wl th the Governot·s of the sove1·tll otatee • 

. 1-'or the laGt four yearo , 1 hovo oloo lJo(ln a 110rnbor 

of the Jo~'lOCUtJ ve Conuni tt..oo of tho Conful'Onc& or Govot·nOl' De 
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And t.he tboujlt of many of my fellow chief exeout1 ve• colnc1<leS 

wl th mine - - that ,:•eo.t opportunities for constructiv e a c t ion , 

for coopel"Otion und mutual effor t ho.ve been overlooked by 

the present nRtional admini stration . 

'£his tn one of the n:nny ronsons why I 31"'ootly hope 

that if r am elected I will know that my lone;- t im~ asaoclnte 

and friend , L:i.eutenant Covei'tnor Lehman, ls dtrectin g the 

affairs of the State of New York as its chief executive . 

Colonel Lehman is eminentl y qualified for the t~vernoroh1p . 

Governor Smith knov1s, and I lmow from lon~ experience , thot 

dischor~inc; t he duties of the office of Govorno1· of the State: 

of llew York is no easy ta:1k -- that .lt calln for wlde expot·­

lonce , end ,., lde tnowlcdt;;e of the state an:l l t ~ probloms . 

'£he voters ar·e ~oing to elect Colonel Lohrnnn be-

cause they apply to hltn the two simplo word o , 11bost quul11'lod" . 

You a nd I lmow that he is fllln111Ar wl th evory sect.t on of tho 

state 
1 

with every instituti on of tho state 1 with every department 

of the state , and furthermore he has o.n inte111.5en t Wl.derstancl-

1ne of the relationship between the Lec;.l.slnture nnd the o ffice 

of Governor . 

Jn lAovtnt~ the ~uvcrnorship l wm1t to ooo t.ho 

ot'f1 ce of' r, ('I"J r'1'110l' hflld by unQ who hu!l l.ho cow•n, ;e tu h\) hi :1 

own n•nnlcr, but who nt the snmo tlmo t;h1nltn ol' th(J pubttr.. 1 ;ootl 

in the same broad terms as Governor Smi th and myoolf. 
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!1lay I also u rge upon you the h10'J. importance of 

re - electing Senator Robet, t lil, Woc;ner . In his c ase it 1o 

not alone the interests of the Stote of New York wl:lich are 

involved . He is \m.O\'ffi t hroue;hout the na tion o.o a Senate 

l e adel' who has mad e himself an expert on tho. t vital subject 

of relief fop the unemployed . 

Washin(St on. 

I shall nec1d him in 

Tho lesoons of this campaiGn aro plo.in cnouch. 

I am confi dent t hat t he overwhelmina maj orl t;y of the vo t f:n· s 

of the nation seek unity , seel< ordered pro~cs!l, oeol< the 

security that comes from these thin~o . The~e at•e what the 

peopl e expect f r om a un1 ted Democra<'.y , and from o. leadePohi.p 

that is conunitted to pro5ress throueh action . 

Hel p us l<eep the fej th . llol p us to fi (lht 

the (lOOd fi eht • Help us to attain t he eooJ. • 

--h--A-1'~4~ 
: : : : 
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