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A good many of us old people are still here who 

"'' 

were here in the year 1910 when I spoke from this same spot. 

Well, there has been a good deal of water that has gone over 

the dam since then, but I am still living in Dutchess County , 

you a re still my neighbors, and no matter what happens tomor-

row I am still goi ng to be your neighbor and I am still going 

to live in Dutchess County. 

You know, my association with what i s now Beacon 

goes back a g r eat many years . The very first year that I 

went t o t he Legi slature t o represent t his County, some of 

you people remember the perfectly t errific battl e ther e was 

on about getting a charter and the awful fight we had while 

trying to f i nd a name for t he new community. In those days 

the fi r st name tha t was proposed was perfectly g rand --

some of you people still remember the name that was actua lly 

carried in a popular election , "Mel zinger", and ar en ' t you 

people glad that I declined to approve and would not put a 

bill in Albany to allow that name t o be settled on this com-

munity? (Laughter) And, at a meeting down here afterwards, 

when we finally fixed up the first city charter, a lot of 
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Democr ats and a lot or Republicans got together and it wae 

suggested that we adopt the name or Beacon , and I am glad 

that name was adopted because it is a for war d-looki ng name 

just in t he same way that I am very certain that this i s a 

forward-l ook+ng, p r ogr essive community. 

I have been coming down her e s ince I was about five 

year s old a nd I am going to keep coming whether I am a candi­

date or not. It is fine to see you a nd I shall look forward 

to seeing you again . 

Many thanks. 
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