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COliFIDEin'IAL: To be held in ~ICT COHFID~CE and no 
portion, aynopala 

1 
or intllllltlon to be published or gtnn 

out until ita JU\DDD hes been begun in either House. 
~treue care cust U.erelore be e:.:ercised to avoid precllturct 
public.:.tion 

fo.eaiatant Secretary to the President. 

I reeonoond to tho Con(70SB the passage ot 

legislation tor the 1J:m6d1sto tDOditicntion ot the 

Volstead ~\ct , in order to legalizs the mnnufact ure and 

aels ot beer and other bmere.ses ot. kch alcoholic 

content as is permiesible under the Constitut ion; and 

to provide through such mnnufaeture and sale, by 

'aubatnntial taxes, a proper and much needed revenue for 

the Governr.tCnt . 

I deeo act ion o t t hiS ti~ to be or the 

highest tr:Jportonce. 

FIWUa.IN D. OOOs:::vELT . 

The \."hlte iiouee , 



March 13, 1933. 

TO THE CONGRESS : 

I recommend to the Congress the passage 

of legislation for the immediate ,iodification of the 

Volstead Act , in order to legalize the manufacture and 

sale of beer and other beverages of such alcoholic 

content as is permissible under the Constitution ; and 
(. ~ .. ,/ 

to provide through such manufactur~ sale, by 
~ 

substantial t axes , a proper and muoh needed revenue 

for the Government . 

I deem action at this time to be ot 

the highest LnportsLoe. 



l!E SSAGX 
01 'l'HE 

T'RES JD:: NT OP' THE 

UN IT !D STATZS 

'l'O Ti!E 001\GRESS: 

I recommeng. to t.il.e Congress the pasoage of 

legislation fo r the im.'llEidinte tl0dif1cat1on of the 

Volstead Ac t, in ordur t.o l egtl.lize the manufac t u.n o.nd 

sale of beer and o ther bever ages of wch alcoholic 

content na 1& permisaible under the Const i tu tion; and 

to provi<1e through such manufacture and &ale, by 

wbatantial to.xes, a proper and ::uch needed revenue for 

the Govern:r.ent. 

I dee~Q action at t.~ic tla::e t.o be of the 

htr;hest i~orttmce. 

?Rll1CLIN D. ROOSZVEL'l'. 

Tho White House, 

Uu.rch 13, 1933. 
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