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The continued i dl eness of a. greo.t national 

inYestment in the Tennessee Valley l eads mo t o ask the 

0oD6Tese tor l egi slation neoesenry t o enlist this project 

in the service of the people. 

It i s oleo.r that the Uuscl e Shoals develop-

ment i s but a small part of t he pot ential public ueetulnees 

ot the entire Tennessee River. SUch use, it envisioned 

in its entirety, transcends mer e power devel opment: it 

enters the wide fi elds of flood control, soil erosi on, 

afforestation, eli mination f r om agricultural use of 

mo.retnal l o.nds, and di stribution o.nd dilier~fil..~on J ~ 
of indus try. In short, this pol'ler development A lea~ 7 ~ I& I 

to nati onal pl anni ng for a complete r iver wat er shed 



in-rolrtne aon:r s t ates and the futuro liYes and welfue 

of million•. It t ouches ro)d gi vau l ife t o all form. 

of huaan conco:mn. 

I , therefore, RUGCOot to t he Co~re•• 

10{)1clation t o cr ont o e. T~TUlOIJIJOO VaJ.loy AUthority• 

t!2SL Is a corpor a tion olothod with tho power of 

eovernment but poeeeDsed of tho fl er~b111 ty nnd 

l.n1t1nt1ve ot a pr iva t e enhrpriao . I t ohouJd be 

p:roper t1 tt10, !'Ona oTVo.t1clfl o.nd dovoJ.opr~-.nt of the 

nntu>l'a.J rPaou_Tco~ of the 'l'enne,.sae llj ve:r / .,.v,nsf!.IJ 

~Gin .. r c1 1 t 11 c.t\ jo1l'1!1(! t er ri tn:ry fol' tho e oMral r u.. ""'a:c::n...~ 
liOo1oJ. ontl eoonot•io wolfa:rn ot •tii!GIIilc::jii:'I::!E~!I!II:IS:i=*'.-

Thill Authority nhouJ.d aleo bo olotllnd with t he 

nooeosary :x>wa:r t o oQ3.'ry theeo r-l nne inti) nf!eot. 

the 
Its duty ahould bo the rehtlb11i t R<;1on of l'ugolo 

Shonls a.evelopne nt ~ t ho ooo1'd1Mt1on of 1 t '1'1 th 

t he wi dAr pl llll. 



lho 
Wl'nY hud leesoM have t o; h\ 1' k ?' 

••••..,,_, ........ .-...-~tl1rat••••roee pl lll'll.le«!. , aut our nnt ton hll.8 

It is ttrM t o ext end plnnn1nc t o a. 

wi der f1eld, i n t~te 1ns t onao ooorrohon41n~ tn one 

aroo.t pro~eot meny st~tos ~troctty oonoo:n8d ~1th 

tho~asin of one of our areat est rtvar~ . 

Thi s t n n t rue oenoe ~· ~ rAt~-n ~o ~o 

apt rtt and vt aion of tha p1onoor. It ""' CI!'O !IUCOBIItaful 

hero we oon mn:oh on, ate~ ~Y e t op, In ~ ! t ke ~~volop-

mont of other Br":1t aatu.rol t or:rU orial 11:11to wt thin 

our bordere. 
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TO THE CONGRESS: 

April 10, 1933, 

The continued i dleness of e great national 

investment in the Tennessee Valley leads me t o ask the 

Congress for legislation necessary t o enlist this project 

in the service of t he people. 

It is clear that the Muscle Shoals develop-

ment is but a small part of the potential public usefulness 

of the entira Tennessee River. Suoh use, if envisioned 

in its entirety, t r anscends mere power development: it 

enters the wlda fields of flood control, soil erosion, 

afforestation, elimination from agricultural use of 

marginal lands, and distribution nnd di~versifi cation 

tf6 ..._rCo.A,. 1 f•' tl ' 

of industry. In short, this power developmen:,._leada,. l.u '7 ""-....C. Cy 

t o national planning f or a complete river water shed 



involving many s t ates and the future lives and welfare 

ot millions. It t ouches and gives lite to all terms 

ot human concerns. 

I , therefore, suggest to the Congreas 

l egislation to create a Tennessee Valley AuthorityA--

~a corporation clothed with the power ot 

government but possessed ot the flexibility and 

initiative ot a priva t e ent erprise . It should be 

charged nith t he broadest duty ot pl anni ng tor the 

proper use, conservation and development ot the 

natural resources ot the Tennessee R1 ver ,.rl'r ainage 

~sin 
8
nd its adjoining t er r itory to~ the general 

/ ' tL ~ 
aooial and economic welfare of 1:\a l:dzaol cants. 

" 
This Authority should also be clothed with the 

necessary power t o carry these pl~s into etteot. 

the 
Ita duty should be t he r ehabilitati on ot Uusole 

Shoals development and t he coordi nation ot it with 

the wi der plan. 



IAA 
llany hard lesaona have t aught thh Ha'Cion 

the hUIIIan waete tha t reeul ts from lack of planning, 

w ~ ,_,...rJ~~ -..v.rl 
Rare and there wi~ cities have looked ahead~ 

"\ 'I II 

~o~~~ planned. But our nation bu 

•just grown." It is time t o extend planning to a 

wider field, in t his instance comprehending in one 

great project many States directly concerned with 

the;(asin of one of our greatest rivers. 

This in a true sense is a return to the 

spirit and vision of the pioneer. If we are euoceesful 

here we can march on, step by step, in a like develop-

ment of other great natural t erritorial units within 

our borders. 
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