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Here on rrry desk 1s the f irst copy of the Farm Flaergency 

Ad.Juetrnent Act , passed by t he Conerens and sent to the lfhi te Rouse 

a t _ _ _ o ' clock today. I have signed it; and now I want to t alk with 

you i n pl e in terms of the rene\fed opportunity , and the challenge , that 

t his Act offers every citizen of t he United States . 

The newspapers call it the Farm Act , and that i s en excellent 

name to beeln with. When you set out to build a new structure, you 

must start at t he foundation , and ma..\c:e that foundation etron.n;. The 

first bene!i ts of this »nergency Adjustment Act will flow out to the 

farms and rener. the purchasill{; power of those thirty-t wo millions of 

our people who live on t he l and and depend on the l and for a livinc. 

I f , i n addit ion, you fic;ure i n all t he other peopl e - the countr y 

storekeepers, the garage men , carpenters , country doctors -- who have 

no business a t all when the farmer has no r:1oney, you will see t hat this 

.Act , i f it can be made to work, will almost at once advance the fortWle, 

f reedom, and buying power of two Americana out of every five .. 
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If eno\lllh people "ill join in the "ide and swift adjustments 

that this Act proposes , we cc.n make it work. I say ll because t his Act 

i a not and cannot be made a hand- out measure. I t provides new govern-

mental machinery by whi ch all who l abor to grow and to bring us food 

and fabrics can organize , put their businesses in order , and make their 

way together out of a wilderness of economic desolation and waste . 

The Government provides the new opportunity. The QoverDr.lent 

will help map lines of march . T'ne Goverment will exercise control and 

see thnt the interest of no one group is advanced out of line with the 

interest of nll . But Government officials cnnnot t'.lld will not rP out 

and work for private businesses. A fe.l"Cl is a private business j so is 

a fnrmers l cooperative j and so are all the r;reat links in the food 

diatrlbutinr chain. Government men cannot 8Jld will not go out and plow 

down old trails for agriculture , or build for the distributing industries 

new roe.da out of the woods. T".ae growers , the processors , the carriers 

and sellers of food must do that for themselves. Followine; trade agree-

mente , openly c.nd democratically EU"rived nt , with the consumer a t all 
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t imes represented and protected from go~~~ these induatries must work 

out their on salvation. They must put an end to cut- throat competi tion 

and wasteful disorder. T'ae »nergency Adjustment Act makes it l awful and 

practi cal for them t o get together and do so . It provides for a control 

of production to accord with actual need, nnd for an orderly distribution 

of eesential supplies . Ste.rti llll with farmi!lll , the cost 1nd1v1dual1st1c , 

and the moat widely scattered of our g reat induatries , the Act permits 

a prog:rem of national planning under social control. 

I n the end, we envision probl'ems of planned land use; and we 

must turn ou~thoue}lt to t his end i mmediately; for many t housands of 

refugees from urban pinch and hu.IlGer are turning, wi th lit t l e or no 

guidance , to the land. A tragi c number of city fami l ies are reoccupying 

abandoned farms , farms on which born farmers , skilled, patient , and 

accustomed to dol~'! with ver y little, were unable t o make a go of it. 

In consequence of this back- flow t bere are now 32 million peopl e on the 

farms of t h e United States , the greatest number ever recorded in our 

h i story. Some of those who have returned to famine will find their 
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place t here, but moat of t hem , I fear , will not . I look to a day when 

men and women will be able to do in the country the work that they have 

been accustomed to do i n the city; a day wl1en we shall have more 

industrial workers out in the open wnere t here is room to live. look 

to a decentralization of industry; and hope thnt out of t his Adjustment 

Act will come , in time , a resettlement of Amer ica . But in this respect 

\70 shall h:!ve to make haste slowly. We do not need e:DY more farmers out 

in the co\Ultry now. We do need more p eople there with some other means 

of livelihood, buying. close at hand, farm products; enriching and making 

more various the life of our open-country and vill8be com:::nmities. 

llut t he Job at the moment is to fight it out where l'le stand, 

and to adjust farm acreage and production to demand. I f enoU{;h farmere 

will come in and work for control , I believe t het the benefits of the 

Act can be extended to balance the product ion of many farm product e other 

than t he basic commodities named in the Act. Possibl~ ':::::::-~~ 
1 

accomplished without levying a tax. I t begins to e.ppear , moreover , that 

the same principle and peneral procedure can be made to work for a 1fide 
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variety of other tradee and industria• now in diatreaa. 

T'n e i dea of voluntary t r ade agreements is not a new one; the 

i dea i s world.ne alr eady, in a measure; but the de~ree of its success is 

usually i mperfect , because there has been until now, apeakin& cenere.lly, 

no referee to enforce trade 8{;l"Bements , to send to the bench or to put 

out of the game, the fellows who won' t play by the rules. T'.ne Farm Act 

provides for strone:er volunte.ry trade agreements. No man has to come in 

on the thing unless he wants to; but if he does come in he is strictly 

obli gated to abi de by the agreement ; and we now have t he power of the 

Government to see that he pl aya by the rules and abide s by the decisions 

of the majority in that business a s to production schedules and trade 

practices. :Sy putting a controlling force behind trade a{;Teement a , openl y 

a rrived a t, openly administered, with all the cards on the t able , this 

Fa.nn Emergency Adjustment Act provides a brid&e from chaos to control . 

The Act comprises more than forty pa&es of legal document j but 

the essence of it can be stated simply. I t has two main parts. The word 

11Adjustment" cover s both. On the one hand, is authorization to adjust 
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production to effective demand - Henry Wallace , the Secretary of Agri-

culture , Will administer that end of i t . On the other hand, is an accom:pany-

ing authorization to r efinance and rec.d.Just farm morteoge payments . At 

the outset m6rtgat;e adju stments will be administered by the Farm Loan 

Commissioner , but when the Farm Credit Administration begins to function 

in the latter part of l.!a.y, wi th Henry lforgenthau, Jr., as Governor, be 

will administer both mortg88e adjust:nent and farm credit measures. 

cannot pause at this time to describe in deteo.il the large program that 

Mr . Morgenthau will be empowered to forwardi but in general it provides 

means for reducing both interest and principl e on outstanding farm mortgages , 

and for p ostponiDG payments in case of extreoe need. We are determined 

to liehten the undue and intolerable burden of deb t which rests upon the 

fannlanda of .America; we ere determined to !)Ut a stay against t hose forc es 

which have driven, or now are t hreatening to drive, hundreds of thousands 

of farm families free their homes. Should occe.aion arise . I may again 

co on the a ir in order to discuss with you this phase of Adjustment in 

{ll'eator detail , 
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In ad.justin& production the first need is to pl ant and send to 

market leas wheat, leas cotton, less corn , fewer hogs , and leas of other 

baaic crops whereof already we have towering surpluses, with no iiiillediate 

prospect of clearance beyond the sea. The Act authorizes the Secretary 

of .Agriculture to apply excise taxes on these products, and to pay the J 
money thus derived to farmers Trho agree to enter upon programs of planned 

· ~ 
".f 

gradually, Few, if::·~ =~or~~h~ mak:J 
them as lic;ht as we can.!\ T"nere are, as I 'Save elready indica ted. increasing 

production, and who abide by t hat agreement . These taxes will be put on 

possibilities t hat by trade ar,reements we may be able on certain crops to 

arrive at a balanced abundance . without levying a tax on the product at any 

point, 

What it amounts to is an advance to\Vard h i gher prices all along 

the line. The present proposals to allot the hours ond r aise the wages 

of labor are really at one with t his Fann Act. Unleaa we can get re-

employment going, lengthen payrolls , and shorten breadlines, no effort 

to lift prices can long endure, Our initial effort as to 8/ll"icul ture will 
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be to adjust p roduction downwa rd. w1 th sate margine to provide enoUGh 

food f or all. This effort we will continue until such time a s diminish ing 

s tocks rais e prices t o a point where t he farmer' s buyin,e power will be 

a t least as hi gh as it was i n t he pre-war years , 1909 to 19lt 
The reason that we chose that period 1 s because the prices 

farmers got for t heir cr ops, i n t hose years , and t he prices they peid 

f or manufactured goods and urban services most nearly approached, at that 

time , an equitable r el ati onshi p . There was thus a balance between our 

major producinr, groups. At that time there was not the terrific disparity 

bet ween rural and urban purchasi ng power which exist s , and whi ch is choking 

t he life out of all forme of American business enterprise, today. 

We do not propose to reduce ec,ricultural production schedules 

to a strictl y docestic basis . Our forei gn trade has dwindled to a 

mer e trickle ; but we still have some forei~ customers f o1· cotton, 

tobacco , and certai n food- stuffe; we want to keep that trade , i f possi ble; 

o.nd to get more fo r ei en trade i f we can. T'ne immediate job , as I eee it 

nor1, i s to orce.ni ze American agriculture to reduce its output to domestic 
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need , plus that amount which we can export o.t a profit . I f within a year 

or so , it happens that the world tide turns , and world trade revives, we 

still can utilize to excellent advantSl;e our crop adjustment end controlled 

distribution set- up. We can find out how much they reall y want over t here , 

and at what price; and then we can take off the brokes and step on the 

gas e. little at a time , deliberately, not recklessly e.nd blindly, as we 

have in times po.at . We can speed up just enoUGh to meet that demand for 

our products which will return a decent price. 

The present sharp adjustment is necessary bece.use we have defiently 

refused to f a ce an overwhelming reality . I n consequence , changed world 

conditions bear down on us so heavily as to threaten our national life. 

I n the years immediately before the vtar , our D.f;I' icultW"e was tending toward 

a domestic basis of production. The we:r rushed us out upon the markets 

of the world. Fifty million acres of Europe, not countine Russia, went 

out of cultivation. Food prices rose . A new aurce of pioneers strode 

forth upon those hie;b and dusty pl ains , once called the Grellt American 

Desert , and found that they could erow wheat there. Throughout the country 
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ood was broken. An:erica entered the war. American farmere stepped out 

to serve the nation a s American boys stepped up i n answer to the call. 

Before the surge was over , we bad put to the plo" a vast new area. To 

replace t he fifty million l ost acres of Europe , America had added thirty 

million acree to its tilled dooain and thrown its whole farm plant into 

high ~:ear . 

When the war ended , Europe needed those extra thirty million 

acres of O\U's no longer , or for only a little lonc,er, at best. lfe <lid 

not realize it at the tirce or for many years thereafter ; some of us shrink 

from the rea.li.:ation even now; but at least thirty million acres of land, 

scattered all over t he country, became surplus ncreaee very rapidly. The 

nations of Europe kept on taki5> in eome par) the yield of those acres , 

but only, speald.nc; t;enerally, to the extent tlwt we we1·e willin~ to lend 

thee. coney to pcy us with. A wave of desperate nationalism swept the 

Continent . Tariffs and similar barriers were reared to prohibitive heights. 

Yet Ar.lerica went on prociuci tl(; for the world market just &B if that oa.rket 

still were there. Worse thc..n that : ins tend of puttine fewer acres, we 



hnve e.ctuo.lly put more acres into crops for export . We did not do this 

because of sheer blindness or perversity. We were driven to these insane, 

increasine; plantings by individual economic forces runninc wild. The f i xed 

charges fanners have to pay - - taxes, freight rates , interest , - have 

stayed up , or even mounted; and, as an I owa fanner puts it, in a letter tilat 

has reached t his desk, 11A man has to raise twice ns many hogs at 3 cents 

as he would have to a t 6 cents in order to stay in business11
• 

With nheat the sem.e thing happened. Last sunrner the world 

wheat p rice sank to the lowest level recorded since the day of Queen 

Elizabeth, and the American far:ner cot the world price less carrying charges. 

Whoot rrent to the elevator in Montana t his yeo:r for as low as 18 cents a 

bushel. 

We e.re now carryinG two or three times as mu.ch wheat as we normally 

do in trade channels , and we have in hand e cotton carryover of at least 

three times the normal . I f not an acre of cotton were planted in America 

thie year , the accumulated stocks on hand would supply our norcal dooestic 

need of cotton for the comiDJ; year. 



- 12 -

When .American farmers in g eneral were send.ine wheat to market 

l est BU.D:I!ler fo r 30 cents a bushel or l ower , the farmers of Frnnce , Germany, 

e.nd Italy, were getting anywhere from $1. 50 to $1 . ?5 a bushel for their 

wheat . They were ge.tting th i s price because the eovernments of those 

countries had taken mea.~ures to uphol d at thllt level t he price of wheat. 

EnilMd came into the thine l a ter, and guaranteed l ast May to make up to 

her farmers t he difference bet ween the world price and $1 . 30 a bushel for 

wheat . 

I n the offi ces of the Depe.rtment of J\ericulture there is a map 

showine our present chences of clea.riD(,' our basic food sUl'!,)luses abroad. 

Countries where barriers to trade are all but i nsurmountable a re marked 

in black . Countries where such restrictions are fairl y moderate are shaded, 

and countries Wtti ch interpose no such barriers are white. l'he only white 

spot on the map of Europe is Denmark. 

We mo.y be able to r et sol'!le of t hose barriera down . We hope at 

the comiJl€ world economic conference to make a start . :But we certainly 

cannot cet ther:. down all e.t once. We are faced meantime with the hard fact 



- 13 -

thc.t we are cultivating 30, 000, 000 or more acres than there is need for . 

and tho result is a terrifying and paralyzing waste . 

As early as 1920 American ar.ricul ture was served notice that 

martial adventures must be paid for afterwards , thr ou@l the nose. The 

ap-icultural deflation was wel l under way by 1923 ; half of Montana. •s 

wheat farmers had by that time lost their farms. I n 1929, the agricultural 

deflation became a plunge. Today, aericulture is twice ns much deflated 

as general industry; and its prices are down more than e. half below the 

level of prices in general. 

Ever since 1920 hundreds of thousands of ferm femilies have had 

to do without civilized goods and services which in normnl times they 

were elad and ea,;er to buy. Since 1929, millions of farm people have he.d 

to patch their earmenta , store their cars and tractors, deprive their 

children of educational opportunities, and cease , as farmers , to i mprove 

their pra ctices and their propert y . They have been forced to let their 

homes and other buildines stand bare and unpainted, eaten by tiu:e and 

the wett.tber. They have been driven toward peaae..nt , or lese than peasant, 
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standards; t hey Mve been forced to adopt frontier met hods of bare 

sustenance a t e. time when in t he old eurgin.:;, unlimited sense of the word, 

we have no longer a frontier . 

To reorc:anize agriculture, co- opera tively, democratically, so 

that the surplus l ands on which men and women now are toiling, westing 

their time , wearinr. out t heir lives, to no good end , elwll be taken out 

of production - tha t 1& a tremendous task. The adjustment we seek calls 

first of all for a rnent~l edjustoent , a w1111116 reversal, of driving, 

p ioneer opportuni sm and UJ'18"0Verned lo.issez- fe.ire. The expansionist spirit , 

the UllGOVBrned push of rugged individualism, had, perhaps , an economic 

justificati on in the days when we bad all the West to BUl'f}B upon and 

conquer ; but this country has fill ed U!l now , and GTOWll up. There are 

no more I ndians to fight . No more l and worth t akinc, may be had for the 

grabbil'l{;. We must experience a change of mind e.nd heart . 

The frontiers that challenge us now are of the mind a.11d spirit. 

We must blo.ze new trails in scientific accomplislunent , in the peaceful 

art s and industriet~ . Above all , we must blaze new trails i n the direction 
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of c. controlled econo:ay, cor.con-senae , and social decency. 

One of our men i n the Department of A(71culture he.d occasion 

recently to go to a greet l akeshore city. Down by the railya.rds , a t the 

l akeshore , he saw toweri ng grain elevators, r i eillG above t he el'UIIle, je.nmed 

wi th wheat . Mill ions of bushels of r,rain were in those elevator s , stored, 

useless; and in the very shadow of those c i r;antic elevators , my friend 

eaw crouched, r agsed men and women picld.D{." throur,h lunch- room garbage cans 

for somethine to eat. A comparable situation, less drame.tic , perhaps, 

but no less devaatatinc, exist:; throughout America. It is madness to 

say that if we continue to let thines drift everythint; will come out all 

right . Ar.lerico. , in the years since the wa.r, has become a land of limited 

o:pportuni ty. All nations become so , i f they live l one enouc)t. Lim! ted, 

I mean, in respect to possibilities of headloll(; lUld heedless coopet1t1one, 

ec:ch m~ for himsel f . We be~_;1n to see now thet if we try to keep on with 

tlw.t system, or rather thE:t lack of system, lettinr, the devil take the 

hindmoat, we a ll drift toward the status of the hindmoat , and the devil 

takes all , 
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The Act gives us broad elastic powera to attack in a business 

like way existing SUl-pluaes , and surpluses as yet unborn. We shall launch 

at once an effort to control future surpluses by the one sound method -

not pl antint; them. In administering this Act we are determined to give 

1 t a maximwn chance to succeed. We shall not g1 ve we.y to the clemor of 

jobhuntera. The Act will be administered as l areely as possi ble under the 

Civil Service rules, bringine; into this new structure certified cotrqletency, 

and bringint; it i n speedily. 

A t;reat cany people feel that it is in aoe>e way especially sinful 

to cut do= on food production. \Thy snould thia be! What poosible eood 

i s food that no one can nfford, at the price offered, to ship to market? 

There has been a peculiar inconsistency in our general thinki~ on thi a 

problem. Uore than once, industrialists have stated with evident fervor 

that farmers should grow more food, r ather than leasj and at the very time 

they announced this sentiment, their own 1nduatr1el pl&llta were operating 

at three-quarter, or half capacity, or lese. JJy view is, that farmers have 
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just as much rir,ht to oreanize to control t heir production as nnyone else. 

Adjusting output to de!lland benefits both ths fll1"!:1er and the public. I t is 

just as rir.ht for the farmer to adjust output to demand as it is fo r Ford 

Uotors ancl for the States Steel Corporation to do so. 

When the price of shoes, for ins t ance, falls to a point where 

you ce.nlt h ire men and pay them a liviElfl' "at~e to make more shoes at that 

f i gure, what does t he busi ness man do ? He closes down part of the pl ant; 

he stops mald.ng too many shoes ; he doesn' t keep on turnine out shoes by 

the hundreds of t nousands to burn or t o throw away. To do so would be 

economi c f olly, sinful waste- a waste of money, a waste of time, a waste 

of human lives . Yet this th1DG of manufacturing e. product haphazardly , in 

vast excess , a.nd tryine to get rid of it afterwards, bet neceos·\rily been 

the governill(; policy of acriculture, our r;reatest business , until now. 

Jericulture ie a buoiness. I t has had to becone so . I n the 

ol d days it was c. sor t of escape f r om business. I f a man did not like 

gettin& to the office on time in the mornine and sayine; "Sir11 to the bose, 

b e could t ake his foot in h is hand and strike out over the mountains 
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westward, and teke out land. That l and was hie. He was king of the.t 

little kil:ll;dom. Maybe in order to mclce a livine, he had to eet up at 

four in the morn!~ and milk by l antern li(")lt . Later , o.s often as his 

notes fell due , he had to acknowledge that he was a member of an inter-

dependent society by going to the banker with his hat in hia hand. But 

the price of land was rising. A fc.rmer could lose money on paper until 

i1e wat: sixty and still r etire with enou.c;h to live on for the rest of 

his life. 

Those days have ::;one. I t 1 s uecessn.ry now f or the farner to 

hove money from dny to dny. If he 1s to stny civilized he will become 

J:tore and more dependent on the bank nnd the store. He has lost title to 

that role i n the social structure wllich hi s pioneer forbears so proudly 

claimed. He ie no lancer the only "producer" . The son who left ho!:te 

and went to lTOrk in a plow factory and h!.! son who works in a tractor 

fc.ctory have becoce quite as truly basic producers of food- stuffs as 

any oer.ber o! thnt family whO is still on the farm. '!'he f arm arts and 

crafts have £cattercd. Uany producers live in town. lfheo.t in the field 



or frui t on the tree or p i gs in the pen are really not , in BrJ.Y practical 

sense, produced. They ere potential food. Food, a.s we know only too well 

today, is not in any actual sense pt·oduced until it is t here before you 

on the pl ate, 

T'ne producer is not only, then, the mnn who planted th e seed 

and tilled t he cr op and harvested it; it is also the mo.n W'ho made, and 

t he man who drove, the truck which tokes thnt food to the rail-head; 1t 

is the man who drives the engine , the I!1Bll who throws switches , the si~l 

oan in h is tower , the yard boss at the end of the l ine. All t he people 

who work for the processors are producers of food , and so e.re all the 

people who \'10rk for wholesalers, jobbers , and rete.ilers. So it goes , all 

alo~ the line . These services are i ndispensable to civili::ation. All 

so eneae;ed are part of a vast army performill::~ necessary civilized functions 

in tho production of food, 

I mention this because it has a very close bearing upon the 

oa.in criticise which has been leveled a t t he intent and purposes of this 

Act . I have cone t hroueh a great many f i gures l atel y and t can assure 
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you honest ly that the exci se taxes to be imposed upon cert ain processors -

that is to say the mil ler , the cotton spinner, the packer - will make up 

only a very small portion i n the cost of p roduciil(; food . I f all the 

intended te.:x on wheat , f or instance, were to be pe.ssed on to the conSUDer 

it would by the closest estimntes , edd only about ~,f; ~e 
/\ 

of bread. As to cotton, as nearly e.s we can ficure, t he tax, if passed on 

entirely to the consumer , would add about 5 cents to the cost of a dol le.r 

or dollar and a half work shirt . 

Even the.t ta.'t we would prefer to avoid in t imes l ike these. :Sut 

let me remind you thc.t the 44 per cent of our populo.tion wh.ich I have 

spoken of as rural , ere t hecselves consumers , and will help to pay t his 

tax. Let mo remi!'l.d you also tho.t under the Act food for relief purposes 

is tax exempt . And especially let me sey to you t his : 

When the rental or benefit fee goes out to the farmer who iu 

willing to co-operate ond reduce his pl antitlht that farr.1er will start 

spendin.:-;. He will have to. He needs t hin:;s. He needs nen shoes and 

clothing for all the family, so that his children can go to school i n MY 
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weather with dry feet , protected bodies, and a decent .American feelinc 

of equality and pride. He neede paint and roofing, fencing, 11111chinery, 

and eo on , endlessly. Not only that : he may, i f he joins in the march 

and works to mnk:e t h is Act effective, have money enolJ.G}l to take a little 

time off occasionally and enjo;r life. He can take t he femil y on en auto 

tour, in the off season, or drive them i n to the movies now end then. 

And his wife wil l be able , perhaps , to buy a washing machine ; and to stop 

moldnt; that old hat over j end to run into town on Saturday afternoon, 

and shop around. 

I have tried to make 1t plain that this 1a not simply a farm 

relief measure. It is a bol d and sweepin~ approach to nati onal relief -

relief from elut , waste, i nefficiency, from an interior econooic disorder , 

and from internatione.l enmity and fear . 

Every other fann relief plan that baa been tried has p iled world 

surpluses hi gher , has reared trade barriers hit;ber , E'.lld has led, by dumpi ng 

and r etaliatory measures , to a higher deeree of tension, i r ritation, and 

d.a.nger. !l"nis Act attempts precisely the opposite . To the extent that we 
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aro able to reduce our own surpl uses we shall nl eo reduce the existing surpl us 

atocks of the world. T'.ni s should provi de relief from international tension 

and ill - wi ll. 

In other i mpor t ant respec t s t h i s Farm Act di ffer s from the part-

way at tacks on the probl em t hat have been launched i n the past . Thi s Act 

provides for controlled production. Without that , no pri ce- l i fting effort 

can :possibly wor k ; because if there is no contr ol of n.cr eaee , the bet t er 

prices incrco.se' the next year ' s plantint;, and the creater harvest wrecks the 

price. Thi s Act provides an i nducement fo r farmers to coopera te , and pays 

that extr a money only to fart:1ers who acres to cooperate , and who stick 

loyal ly to that St:-:reement . The tnLlll wi.1o tries to stay outside and ride on 

a free ticket , g ett1ne the benefi t wit hout nbi dine by the restrictions , does 

not cet any benefit , under this Act . 

'!here have been delays in the passage of t h is Act , but no" that 

we have 

e&sblg;:;Dl I' ifr g. i atltlJilp>iCS'el. Already we have col led to Washinu-ton 

representatives of a.o-iculture, representatives of the processinc and 
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distributtnc trades, and representatives of the conSUJller. These men 

and women will sit in coOillOdity councils and advise the Secretary of 

Aeri cul t ure which of the several :pl ans of a ttack the Act permit s should 

be appl ied t o di fferent crop s and regi ons. They wi l l recouanend when or if 

a tax i s to be i mposed on the processi~ of a g1 ven commod.i ty and, if 

i mposed, how nru.ch the.t tax should be. T"ney will advise how mu.ch rental 

end acreage reduction benefit can be paid to various farmers i n vc.rious 

re{;ions who a;:ree to cooperate in the e.djunoe..Ylt pror;rem. As soon e.s we 

c.e: e this inforD"tion we shall ret it out directly and publicly to the 

famers affected , end launch orranization efforts throu.chout the n:Ltion. 

Ueanti me , let me say t his as bluntly as possi ble to you farmers 

~ tltan he pl anted las~~ine--Hho:---anV. eeed-ewe.l'. No benefits 

will be peid t his year to farmers who increo.ee :production . Benefits will , 

for the most :part be paid only to those farmers who ~ t heir plantings 

below ..w..e- level .. Q.l ~:_,e- !~~"&vi gus f'B8P 

"' 
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As I indicated a t Topeka last September , the right aort of 

fo..rm nnd nationel relief should encourar,e and strengthen farmer cooperation. 

I believe we have in t h is new l aw , here before me , the right sort of sti mulus 

to thet end. 

I want to say , finally, the_t unless as we lift farm prices , we 

also unite to control production , thia pl s.n will not work for l ong. And 

the only wa:y we can effectively control production for the l one pull is 

for you farmers to orr:anize , and stick, e.nd do it yourselves. This Act 

offers you promise of a balanced abundance , a shared prosperity, and a 

richer life. It will work, i f you will make it yours , o.nd ~ it work. 

I hope that you will come to feel in time , as I do now, t b::t.t the rampS(;eoua 

individualist who signs up for AdJustment, and then tries to cheat , is 

cheating not only the Government , but his neic;hbors. I hope t hnt you will 

beGin to see tbc.t the ca.n who slips out and slaps in another ten, t wenty or 

thirty acres •way back from the road somewhere , I is an ene:ey to orderly 

progress. I hope that you will come to see in t his Act , as I do now, a 

Declaration of Inter- Dependence; a recocn1t1on of our esaentia.l unitJ, 
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e.nd our absol ute reli ance one -upon another. Stand with your neighbor , 

shoulder to shoulder i e.nd be r eady to join the march • 

........... 
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