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:ror the t n t om ott on ot the Congress I a m aond11Jr6 herow1\h a 

meaaago t hat I ho'Ye addr osaod t hi s ~orn1~ to t ho soTortgaa aDd 

proe14ent a ot t hose nat.1one par t1o1pe t1ng in the Dlaaraament 

Confer ence and tho .• orl d J.!:onotary and Eoonom.io Conterenoe. 

I "u1 1m.poll(jd to t his e otion beoauue 1 t h as bec ome 1nor<.ae-

i ngly evident t bu t tho o.s ~Juronce of' worl d poll tical an,. economi c 

peeoo and s tob111ty i s threat ened by s el fish and s hort s i ght ed 

pol 1c1ea , act~ono t:~d j hreata or actions. 

~«. ... .:-(._ 
The 1: ' t '/:!-. ror t' 1. asuurenee lJ an overwhelmi ng ma j or1 ty 

or tho natlcne tacos t h d·nsor or recalcitran t obstruction by a 

very u .... a l lm1nor1ty , jus t 8 8 in the d eomesttc t~ld t ho good 

purposes or 8 majority 1n bu s innss , lab or or 1n o ther cooperative 

,el(e,$ 
~a are often t'rus t r o t od by o selfi sh few. 

Tho deep-rooted des i re or A e ricans for bot.tor living oon-

di tiona tmd f or t he avoida nce of war i s s t.ar ... d by maea human! ty i n 

eve ry country. As o mcnns to t1 1s end ) I have 1n the rnosoage 

t o t ho v t r 1ouo netJona
7
atros od t he prac ticol ne cessity or roduc-

lng armamen t s . It i ;J hl ph time f o)r us oncl tor ovory other n otion 

t o unclor e t o.nd tho ul mpl o reot t h t t l10 invasion of e ny na tion, 
Cl~,,._p 

or \.he 4aet ruo ti on or j\....., sover1gn1ty)or ono thor notion, can be 

prevent e d onl-r/ by tho comr l to el1m1net1onf or tho weopona thot 

make ouch e course po a1blo today. 



2 . 

Such an e limi na tion will l!'' ko t ho little nation rela tivel7 mare 

secure t e;:ai nst t ho ,.,.ro et nati on. 

I'Ur t hormore, per otmcnt detense e are a non-recurring ohe.rse agains t 

{'OVBnUilon t e l b ·de;:e t e whl " l ars o arm1oe, continually reamed w1 t h 1m-

proved or ronoi ve weapons
1

oons titut e a r eourr ill8 ohorge. Thte , 

t hnn en7 ot her fac tor~~~.J·esponsible tor pover nmen t e.l 

detloi ta a nd threa t ened bank:rupto7. 

mor e 

i}lo way to d iaorm i s t o di aarm. The ..-ray t o pr event invasi on is 

t o a: ke i t impo a1ble . 

I have aekud tor en Og'l eOJ!lent among na ti ons on t o ur practi cal on 

s l mul tanoouo a t epa: 

Fi rst, t hn t through n neri e s ot step; the weapons at o rtensivo 

w~tare be ol1m1nated; 

Secorxi , t hat t ho :t'i r at def inite step be t.aken now; 

Thi rd , tho t whilo t hc.se steps a r c boi m- tekon no notion s)lOll 

1ncroeso existing e rmarcento ovor (lnd shove t he l i mitn t i ons or treety 

obl 1got1ons; 

Fourth , tho t oubjuot to exis ting t reaty rights no nation .:Suring 

?;~ 
t he d i sor mamon t per ioj\aond nny urned rorce or wha t s oever nature acro::~ e 

1 ts own bor ders. 



In tho dom~etlo t 1e.ld the COnpTeae baa lebor ed 1n eJ'lQP&thetlo 

understa ndi ng with lDO t or tho i !!!prov o ent ot sooia::J_loond i ttona, 

t or tho ~: reserTat1on ot i ndividual humen r ights , and t or tho 

furtherance ot eooi al j u s tice . 

nl l t he nati ons or t ho wor l d will do l1kewi so . 



lro tho llttlo na'Uon rol&Uvoly • aro 

aooura eel nat t he r reat nntlo n. 

J"ur t lurrDOre , por nllncnt detenoea are a n~reourrinr oho.rp at)l1Mt 

f'Ovommen t ol b dgot a whl b largo an:d.oa oontlnual ly rearmed with 1m-

pr oyod ort"oncl ve weapons oc..ns t l tute a roourrlne charge. Thla 1 more 

t han o.ny o thor foetor l a tO<lny r oe...- onn1bl o for r over ment ol 

de t io1tu and throntonod bankruptcy. 

tho wuy to t\ l oorm 1a t o d1oo.ro . Tho troy t o pro'Yont 1nvoo1on 1o 

to ko 1 t 1m o e iblo. 

I hove eokc.; d tor an or eooont 8.llW>DB nations on t o ur proctl C'ttl on 

clmultanooua s t ops : 

J'l r:st , t h! t throLf!h :• l' Or1ca ot ctop tho woo.pona ot o ffcmol vo 

wsrtere be oUa l n.o.ted; 

Socorx: t t t.o t t hu f i rst flortnlte step be takon now; 

'lbl rd , thc t while th eo otopa nro bo i nr tekon no notion ol.oll 

1norooao oxi atins arma:-onto ovor c n(~ al'ovo t he l1m1 t ot 1c..no ut treaty 

obl 1so.t1 ona; 

.Pourth , tho t oubJ ct to oD a t.lng t rccty r lri>ta no nation dur l np 

t ho di ot'r~nt per i od. tsond cny o.r ed force ot whatsoovor naturo acr or..o 

1 ta own bord.orD. 



la tho 4om e tlo tlel d the con.r re• • bee laborod ln 8J:II)e U\etle 

un-..eratar.d l "') wlt.h a t or tho l nprO'YO ent ot !loolalloond1t1one 1 

t or Ulo r r oserTe tl on ot t ndl'Yidltol htoliiDn r 16]Jta , c.nO t or tho 

tur tberanoo or oooi nl ; us tlce. 

In tho mttooos o t o t he nu tlonts which I hor owl t h t runm l t 1 hcYe 

r amed tho :no ob jootlvoo. It l a to f.lUsure t h oo nroat bumon 

'Yaluce t h t we oeok poooo t '.r oug· r educed a~te. 

\ ( 

~ 

r\ •• J:~ •• » • • ho h • • ••- "' ""- ~· -~ ••• ~t:~r no Uono l,nvo thoo orul tl oy will trool y r 1ve t !:ea up 1t 

o l l t ho nations or t ho wor ld will a. o llkewlao. 



J'or t he 

lP (J9y .P.1 ·. 
ln!ormett on or the CoJJgress I-am"llending berowi tb a 

message that I heva adaressed t his mor ning to the aoverlgn.a and 

presidents or those na t i ons par tic i pating i n the D1anrmament 

Conterenoe and tne ':'/orld rJonetary and Economic conter ence. 

I was i mpelled to this action becaus e 1 t has bec ome lnoreaa-

tnsly ev ident t ha t the assurance ot world poll tical anu econ omi c 

peace ana stabi lity l s threa t ened by s ell"ish ana snort sighted. 

pol i cies, actions ond threats or o.ct1ons . 

, · :..:.l.t.'f.l Jv;.l. 
The ... :Mi:• · f or t ll l.S assurance 'W' an overwheL"''ll ng majorl ty 

or the nations taces t ne danger or recalcitran t obstruction by a 

very smal l ml norl ty , j ust as in the deomestic r•tld the good. 

purposes or a majority tn bus iness , labor or in other cooperative 

~ u.. /, 
~ are or ten fi'ua t re. ted by a selri sh rew . 

The deep-rooted desire or Americans ror be"tter liv i ng con-

d.i t iona ana. tor the avoidance or war i s shared by me.Bs humani t y i n 

evary cou ntry . As a means to t his end I have._, i n t he me ssage 

t o the vurious nat1 ons1stres~ed t he practical necess ity 01~ reduo-

1ng e.rm8ll1en ts . It i s hi gh time 1'or us anu. l'or every other na'tion 

t o unu.er s t o.nu the simple r ae t t ht t t he invasion or any nati on, 

• ,.r;: .. ~r ....._ 
or the destruction or ....,A soverigni ty --~-~-ooolllt...,n, can be 

prevent ea. only4- by the compl te elimination( or the weapons the t 

make such a course pos sible today. 



2. 

Such an e l1m1na t1on wtll mnke the little nation r elatively more 

secure esainat the great nation. 

l'urtbermore , permanent defenses are a non-recurring charge agaiDBt 

goven1mental budgets whi le large arm1es1 oont1 nually rearmed with 1m-

proved. O! fen31 ve weapons
1 

c onstitute a recurring charge . Th1s 1 more 

t han any o t he r factor~ t~ay)res:ponsible tor governmental 

'-
det1c1 t~ and three tened bankruptcy. 

t he way to o.isarm i s to d i se.rm. The way to prevent invasion is 

to m• ke i t 1mp o sible . 

I have asked tor an agreement among na'tions on t our practical an 

simultaneous steps: 

'first , thn t throUGh e s eries or steps tho weapons o r offen s ive 

Wtll'fare be el1m1na t ed ; 

Second. , t ha t the t'irst det1n1te step be taken now ; 

Thir d, tha t while these steps are being taken no nation shall 

incr ease existing armaments over en a. above the l1m1 tetions or troat y 

obl i gati ons i 

.Fourth , t ha t subjo ot to e xis ting treaty rig!tts no nation a.uring 

oJ...Il 
t he disarmament per iod send e.ny aroed force of whatsoever nature acros e 

' 
1 ts own borders . 



3. 

In the oom..:a tic field t he Con" r ea s has leborea in sympathetic 

una erstanatng wi tb me t o r the i mprove :ent or socia l oonoiti ons, 

t or t he pr eservation of individual human r ights , and tor the 

furtherance or social jus tice . 

In the messoge to t he nations which I herewith transmit I have 

~" U'lu.. 
named tho s eme oo j e ctivee. It i s to assure t h ose great human 

' 
va. l ues t n' t we seek peace ~81 

t ~1eapons or oft nse are needed. only 

it other na tiona have thern ana t ney will freely g i ve t!lem up if 

all the nations or t ho wor ld will do likewise . 
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