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June 1, 1933, 

THE PRESIDENT' S SPEECH BEFORE THE UNITED STATES NAVAL AOADEUY 

I am not going to talk to you of the many 

heroic examples that have been set by those who in past 

years have received their commissions on oocasiono such 

as this. I am not goi ng to give you a lecture on the 

uniqueness of your position as the first line of the 

nation's defense against aggression. I am not goi ng to 

dilate on the duties and responsibilities that fall upon 

you in war and in peace. These things you have learned 

from your own studies and from your instructors who have 

participated in them. You should, and I assume you do, 

know more about them than I can know and are fully 

appreciative of their importance and the grave 

consequences with which the manner of your performance 

of these duties is involved, 

Knowledge of these things I must assume 

you have learned in the course of your term at the 

Academy. Otherwise you would not be here awaiting the 

diplomas which certify your fitness to be Naval officers 

of the United States, 

You have an advantage over many other 

young men, not alone in having survived the tests 
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requioite to your receiving your diplomas, but especially 

in that you have learned discipline, responsibility, 

industry and loyalty-- the very elements upon which, 

in every walk of life, every worthwhile sucoess is 

founded. Others on t he threshold of active life must 

demonstrate their reliability; yours, because you have 

graduated from the United States Naval Academy, ie 

t aken for granted. 

There are, however, others leeeone which 

cannot be taught in t he classrooms of the service 

colleges or of civilian colleges -- lessons which can 

come only through voluntary study and voluntary practice 

on your parte after you have graduated. These are 

lessons that have to do with your relationship to your 

fellow man in your contacts with your associates in 

your chosen profession of government service or of 

private endeavor. 

A columnist complained the other day 

that I had overestimated the importance of understanding 

of, and sympathy w1 tb, the point of view and the general 

well-being of what might be called the aver age citizen, 

and he intimated that a man could be highly successful 

in any profession without studying that point of view. 



Nevertheless, when you make a close examination 

of any professi on, you will find very few sucoessful men, 

or for t hat matter women, who do not take into consideration 

t he effect of their individual efforts on humanity as a 

whole, 

Esprit de corps, pri de of profession, is as 

delightful and imperative an element in t he maki ng of 

a good officer as it is in t he making of a good 
it is 

professi onal or business man, but when XkaJxaze carried 

to t he point of assuming that only the holder of an 

Annapolis commission or diploma, or the possessor of 

a college degree, is a valid member of the aristocracy 

of life, it becomes a hindrance i nstead of a hel p to 

your service, to the government and to your fellow 

citizens , 

So I ask you to avoid an exclusive relationship 

to your own clan -- to your clan of the Navy or to some 

other special government service or t o the clan of your 

profession in civil life. Remember to oultivatethe 

friendship of people, not alone i n your own class or 

profession but the average run of folks -- the same 

folks you would have known and liked and affiliated 

with bad you not been chosen to enter and t o graduate 

from a highl y specialized institution of higher 

education. 
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This I ask of you, not only !or your own sakes , 

but !or your country's sake. You who become t oday 

O!fioers of the United States Navy are not set apart 

as a clique with differ ent interests and different 

ideas from t hose of the rest of the country. Those of 

you who are to enter civil life are, in the same way, 

in no sense a clique. 

You have, and should rightly have, pride 

in graduation from our spl endid, historical Naval 

Academy. You i nherit t he tradition of honor and of 

efficiency. You inherit as well the tradition of 

servi ce to the people of the United States . You will, 

I am confident, think of those people not as an 

abstract , t heoretical mass, but as one hundred and 

twenty millioneof men and women and children in forty­

eight States - on sea coast, on plain and among the 

mountains; in ci t y, in village and on farm; r ich peopl e, 

people of modern means, poor people; people employed 

and peopl e out of jobs. You r epresent them all. They 

have g iven you a glorious opportunity. Uake good. 

Keep t he f ai th. Good l uck to you in the da?'dcomel ~ 

~~~~/~ 
d~~'Jr,d'l ~ 
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I am not going to talk to you or the many 

heroic examples that have been set by t hose who in past 

years have received their commissions on occasions such 

as this. I am not going to give you a l ecture on the 

uniqueness or your position as the r irst line or the 

nation' s derense against aggression . I am not going to 

dilate on the duties and r esponsibilities that r all upon 

you in war and in peace. These things you have learned 

from your own studies and rrom your instructors who have 

participated in them. You should, and I assume you do, 

know more about them than I can know and are fully appre­

ciative or their importance and the grave consequences 

with which the manner or your perror mance of the se duties 

is involved . 

Knowl edge of these things I must assume you have 

learned in the course of your term at the Academy. Other­

wise you would no t be here awaiting the dipl omas which 

certiry your f itness to be Naval offic er s of the United 

States. 

You have an advantage over many other young men, 

not a lone in having survived t he tests r equisite to your 



h·un'Kl\t'l D. I o ... tcl t. Ltbl'th')' 

"h iS i8 8. traneCl" ipt 1·nde \">y the 'fi'h\tf'l 
House steno~;r~pl'l· r . ..1 h1R £lh1JI'Ll~<!. 
notes taken &. , e J tl'• ~¥9~-" '«~ 
mR.de. Underlit.l n 1.\) t\1\.\?% t;~.ds 
px.tempora..,eously ac• -' to. t\tt ~ev1,0P.@:~Jr 
propored read1ng c·:' text, Words i n 
l>ftrentM ••• are wo~aa· tba~ wtt• 010~\~ 
when the speech was dohvered. tbo~ ­
they appear in tho prevlOWilJ F'l~ l 
r eadl ng copy t ext . · ' I '"' t. 

r.· 

c,. ··r ? 1 ( 

t , 

·.I 

.i.E ' d.'·, 

' . 

I I 

., . 
~ ' .I •.1 

l u.::: 

• i 

1 

' < 

v• 

• t 

., 
f" 

.i I 

·. vl 

j ,, 
1 

. 1 



- 2 -

receiving your diplomas, but especially in that you 

have learned discipline, responsibility, i ndustry and 

loyalty -- the very elements upon which, in every walk 

of life, every worthwhile success is founded. Others 

on the threshold of active life must demonstrate their 

reliability; yours, because you have graduated from the 

United States Naval Academy, is taken f or granted. 

There are, however, other lessons which cannot 

be taught in the classrooms of the service colleges or 

of civilian colleges -- lessons which can come only 

through voluntary study and voluntary practice on your 

part after you have gr aduated. These ar e lessons that 

have to do with your relati onship to your fellow man in 

your contacts with your associates in your chosen prof ession 

of government service or of private endeavor . 

A columnist complained the other day that I had 

over estimated the importance of understanding of, and 

sympathy with, the point of view and the general well-being 

of what might be called the average citizen, and he in­

timated that a man could be highly successful in any pro­

fession without studying t hat point of view. 

Nevertheless , when you make a close examination 

of any profession, you will find very few successful men, 

or f or that matter women, who do not take into considera­

tion the effect of their individual efforts on humanity 

as a whole . 
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Esprit de corps, pride of profession, is as 

delightful and imperative an element in the making of 

a good officer a s it is in the making of a good pro­

fessional or business man, but when it is carried to 

t he point of assuming that only t he holder of an Annapolis 

commission or diploma, or the possessor of a college 

degree, is a valid member of the a r istocracy of life, it 

becomes a hindrance instead of a help to your servi ce, 

t o the government and to your fellow citizens . 

So I ask you to avoid an exclusive relationship 

to your own clan - - to your clan of the Navy or to some 

other special gover nment service or t o the clan of your 

pr ofessi on in civil life . Remember t o cultivate the 

friendship of people, not alone in your own class or pro­

fession -- but the average r un of folks - - the same f olks 

you would have known and liked and affiliated with had 

you not been chosen to enter and to gr aduate from a highly 

specialized institution of higher education. 

This I ask of you, not only for your own sakes, 

but f or your country' s sake . You who become today 

Officers of the United States Navy are not set apart as 

a clique with differ ent inter ests and diff er ent ideas from 

those of the rest of the country. Those of you who are 

to enter civil life are, in the same way , i n no sense a 

clique . 
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You have, and should rightly have, pride in 

graduation from our splendid, historical Naval Academy. 

You inherit the tradition of honor and of efficiency . 

You inherit as well the tradition of service to the 

people of the United States . You will, I am confident, 

think of those people not as an abstract, theoretical 

mass, but as one hundred and twenty millions of men and 

women and children in forty-eight St ates -- on seacoast, 

on plain and among the mountains; in city, in village 

and on farm; rich people, people of moderate means, poor 

people; people employed and people out of jobs. You 

represent them all . 

tunity. Make good . 

in the days t o comet 

They have given you a glorious oppor­

Keep the faith. Good luck to you 



UIDIU:SS OF THE PRESIDEm' 
BEFO~ THE GttAWA.'lliNG 
CLASS CJF THE UNITED STAT:::S 
NAVAL .A.CA.DEI.t.Y, A.T lNNA.POLI S, 
iU.RY1A.ND, .rum: 1 , 1933. 

I am not (Oin& to t.alk to you of the ll:ll.nY heroic ex­
amples that have been Get. by those who in past years have received 
their com:aiasions on occa1ions such as thh. 1 aJD not «oing to 
&iva you a lecture on the uniqueness of your poai Uon "' the firs t 
line of the nation• a defen88 888ins t aggreaaion. I am not going 
to dila te on the duties and responeibilitiea that fo.ll upon you in 
war and in peace . 'l'hese thingc you have learned from your own 
studies and from your instructors who have po.rticipnted 1n them. 
You should , and 1 as8111110 you do, kno" more about them than I can 
kno" o.nd nre fully appreciative of thei r importance and tho grnve 
consequences with 'flhich Wlo nnnnor of your performnnce of these 
duties is involved. 

Kno"lodge of thoso things 1 r:ust nuWD8 you hnve learned 
in the courso of your torm at the A.cadenw. Other"ise you would 
not be ~ere awaiting the cUplocas which certify your fitness to be 
Naval officers of the United States. 

You have an advantage over l:lllnY other YO\Ul& IDBD, not 
alone in having survived the tests re:quisite to your r ece iving 
rour diploma, but especially in that you have learned discipline, 
r esponaibi 11 ty, industry am loyalty -- the very e lements upon 
which, in every 'llllllk of life , ever/ worthwhile au.ccesa 1s fo\Ul.dod . 
Others on the threshold of active life IJJUSt de1110ns trnte the ir re­
liability ; yours, b tl CC.U&e ;~ou have graduated from the Unitod States 
Naval A.cadert~Y, h taken for granted. 

There are , however, other lessoruJ W!lich cannot. be taught 
in the classrooms of the aarvice colleges or of civilian colleges - ­
l essons which can COIDII only through voluntary atud,y nnd voluntary 
practice on your part after you have gradUl\ted. Theoa are lessons 
that b.ave to do with your relationship to your fello" mn in your 
contacts with your a aaociat.es in your C:losen profession of govern­
IDBnt service or of private endeavor. 

a. columnist cocplained the other day that I hAd over­
estimated the importance of understanding of, 8Jld sympathy with, 
the point of view and the general wll-being oi" what mill:ht be 
called the average citizen, and he intillllted that a man could be 
hi~ly successful in o.n,y profusion without studying that point of 
view. 

Nevertbelesa, whEm you mAke a close oxomlnation of a.ny 
profession, you will find ve ry fc" successful IDIIn, or !or that 
oatter women, "ho do not take int o consideration the effect of 
their individual efforu on hw:lanity as a lilole. 

:E>aprit de corps , pride of profeasio:.. is ac deli9ltful 
and imperative an ele:~ent in tba mking: of n good officer as it is 

in the !Wking of a good professional or but.inesa tt~M., but when it 
ia carried t o the point of ossWDin& that only the holder of ao 
Annapolis co:n::~iaaion or diploma, or the possessor of o. collegi! de­
gree, is a vnli' me::1ber of the aristocrncy of life , it becomes a 
hindro.nce instead of a help t o your service, to the govem1110nt and 
t o your fellow citizens. 

97 
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So I aile you to avoid an exclusive rela~ionahip to 
70\U' own clan - to your clan of tbe Navy or to some other 
special ao•ern10ent. aervice or to the clan of :your pro!euion 
in civil lite. Rea.mber to oUUvate t.be frierwhhlp of people, 
not alone in your own clau or profeuion -- but t.he average 
Nn of folb -- the IULIDe folks you would have known and liked 
and atfiliated with had you not been chosen to enter and to 
&T&duate from a higbl)' special bed 1natitut1on of higher edu­
eat.ion. 

'l'his I ask of you, not only for your own aakee, but 
for your eou.ntry'a sake. You who become t~ Officers of the 
United Statu Nav;v are not set apart as a clique with different 
intereah and different idea.a from thoaa of the rest of the 
coutltry. Thoae of you who are to enter civil life are, in the 
same way, in no aenae a clique. 

You have, atd ahould ri&}ltly have, pride in «raduation 
from our aplendid, historical Naval .A.cademy. You inherit the 
tradition of honor and of efficiency. You inherit as "ell the 
tradition of service to the people of the United States. You 
will, I am confident, think of those people not as an abstract, 
theoretical an, but as one hundred and twenty 1111ll1ona of 1118n 
and woDen and children in forty-eight States - on sea coast, on 
plain and among the IIIOUntaina; in city , in village and on farm; 
rich peopla, people of moderate means, poor people, pe ople em­
ployed and people out of Jobs. You represent them all. They 
have given you a glorious opportunity. Uake good. Keep the 
faith. Good luck t o you in the da¥• to com! 



;JUne l, 10~. 

T:Jt !ollolliDC address ot t he Pr9aldent botore 
thu Croduatlng Cl an or the United s.:ntes naval 
Acadomy WST l:Z HEW !or r eloese until its delivery 
actually ~···ina. OA t "''lit 

I am not going to tul': to you o r tile many boroic OY.antples 
that hilYe been. set by thooe 11ho in post years huve reccivl'd their 
commiaaiona on occa3iOnft .suc!l & 3 t his. 1 .· m. not goi ng t o give 
you 11 lecturll on t he uniqueMus or your position sa t he t'i r et line 
~t the notion •:· de!enue againot r-g~Veesion. I · ~. uot geing to 
dilate on t he d.utios and rosponsibi:.itles th:lt fall Ua>On you in "ar 
end in peace. These things }' OU hav~ learned from y'mr e\fn 
s tudies and from your inatructoro Nho have partic ipated in them. 
You shoul d , aud I ao:sw.10 you do , k!1on more about t hem than I can 
know and a r e fUlly O.fiJINCi ative of their imp<')rtunco :.nG. the grave 
consequenoeB lfi th ilhich the m:mn"r t>f ~;our porronuanca- or these 
dutiee 1e invnlved. 

Kncmle:l~ Of those t.hlne,,,:, I :m:..;t BB~umo you have learnod 
in the course ot your term li.t the .Ac&dc:;.y. Otherwbe you vould 
not be he r e etf!liting the d iplcm:J.s which Mrtify )'OUr fitneu to be 
Naval officers or the U:::~itOO. States . 

You hevo an :~dvant~£ evor nany o t hc.r ~·ouns men , no t 
alone in h4ving 9urvl\·od the t ests re1ui~ite to !•our receiving 
your di pl naas , but er:p.teiully 1a ~~t you b:lvc learned d1sc1pl1ae, 
responsibility, indu• t1'7 and loyalt~· - · the 7uT'J elements upon ohich , 
in every wal k e f life, every I":'Or~hwt-.ilfl !l".tcca.,s i s founded. Others 
en the threshold ... r uctlve llJ'e :..:ust domonat::oaw their rel1ab1lity; 
yours , 'IJecauso you he1ve pudu~t.teQ frO"'! t.._e United Ste.tee Naval 
Acedcmy, io to.ken tctr granted . 

'l'here a're, horrever , ot !ler le~aor1 s ubicb cannot be taught 
in the c l asar• oma of tbo oervice colle._-as or o r civilian col leges - ­
l ea.sona which can come oaly throue-h voluntary study and voluntary 
practice on your part. after you have gradua ted.. These are 
l eeaona t hat have to do wi tb your rebtionship to your f flllon man 
in your contacts Wi th your a3socio tes in your ehoson -profession of 
gover~nt urvicll ~tr of pri va t e endeavor. 

!J! 

A colwnnist comJlained. the other dny that I had overestimated 
the ltnportMco o r under s tanding or , and sympathy with , tho point of 
view and the lj:enoral r;3ll-be ing of whet might be celled the average 
ci then, and he in t ime. ted that a me.n oould be highly aucoes8t\ll 
in any profession without s tudying that point of view. 

Neverthel e• a , when you make a cb s o ax8r.lil'lat1on ot any 
~,.reuion, you ..,111 find very few successfUl men , or tor t h.o.t 
matter ncmen, who do not take into cons i der o.tion the e ffec t o r 
their individual otfort, on h\1JII8.nity as a whole. 

!s.prl t de oerps , , ride of proteaoion, i s as delightfUl 
aa d. imperative an element in the making or .,.. good office r as it is 
i n the mold.ng of a good Jr ofessional or ros iness men, but when it 
is carried to tht1 point or assuuaina that only the holder or an 
..il'U'..spolla ccmmi a.aion or d l plor:;a, 'IT tbe possessor ot a college 
degree , h a valid member ot tho aristocracy or lite, it becou:u 
a bindr anee inoteed. • t a help to your service , to the government 
and to y• ur fellow citizens . 

I 
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So I ask you to avoid an exelustve rel.a Uonahip to your 
own e l an - · to your cl an ot t.he navy or to soma ot~r apoeial 
SJ 'Urrm:tnt ae:rvi oe or to the elan or your proteaaton in ehll ure . 
Re:me~:~ber to oul.Uvete the rriendahip or pe• ple, not alone in your 
ovn clau or protl"aaioo - - but the a•erage run • t tolli -- the 
same foli'.s you would have knoon and likBd and att1lieted with had 
you not been cho4en to ontor and to graduate from a hi ghly 
specialized. inaUtution or higher education. 

This I ask of you , not only tor your om1 sakes , but tor 
your country • a ao.lce. You who b• com today Off'icor a or tbo 
United. St4tea Navy are not set apart a a a c lique wi tb dlrt erent 
interests arid • ttferen t i deas from those of the reat or the COWltry. 
Thoao of you who ttre to enter civil life are , in the aeme way , in 
no acnae a oliQ.ue. 

You havft, and aheuld rigt.tly have , pr i de i n sraduation 
rran eur aplendid 1 hiatot•ical Naval Academy. You inherit the 
tradition of honor and of efficienc y. You inherit as well the 
tradition of 3ervice to t~e people of t hs United Sto.tes . You 
will, I am confident, think of those :people not us 1\n abetraet , 
t h11orot1cal muss , but 11J! one hundred and tl7enty m1ll1or.a of men 
and wanen and children in forty-ei ght States - on sl!a coast, on 
plein and tuno~ the r.towltains; in city, in v i llaRe and on farm ; 
r i ch people , people of m~derate mearu! , poor poople ; peopl e ampl-, yed 
and people out ct Jobs . You r,.present ther.t all. They bave 
ginn you a glorioWI opportunity. Make {lood . Koep tbe 
faltb. Good luck to )"CU in the dbY'J to cor.e: 

- End -
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