
Franklin D. Roosevelt- "The Great Communicator" 

The Master Speech Files, 1898, 1910-1945 

Series 2: "You have nothing to fear but fear itself:" 
FDR and the New Deal 

File No. 637 

1933 June 16 

Remarks re NIRA -
"To Put People Back To Work" 



·-- . 

The law I han jut o11J1od ... paaaod to put poople baclc 

~ - to let th<lll bU¥ 1110re ct tho products ot tal'l!la end 

taotorloa end atart our bws1neaa at a lhlne rate again, (Th1a 

took 1a 1n two ata.·oo - Urot, to get atrforal. 111ll•ona ot the 

unaoployod back on tba payroll by anowtall IUI4 oeoond , to plan 

tor 11 bat ter tuture tor \helonger pull, llh1le we obell not ne-

{lloot \ha oooond, tho t1rat stage 1s an o:-:oreonoy Job. 1 t two a 

tlwo r1E)It ot woy,) 

Tba aocond part ot the aot .. ea -lolfJIIWlt b o .... t proE1"8111 

ot publ1o worko . Our ahdlaa abow that wo should be able to hire 

man, man at once IUI4 to atop up to o bout a 111ll1on 0010 Joba by 

October let , lllld a DlCb g outer nu::bor lator, We Dl8t put at 

the head or our l1at \hooe works whloh u o fUlly road)' to atart 

now. our rlrat purpooe 1a to oroate oaplo-t ae taat ae n 

""n but •• should not pour IIIODSY into unpro-..4 proJeoto. 
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We ba-n worked out our plane Cor aot1on. a&uoh ot 1 t will 

otart tomorrow. 1 am making nn1lablo tour hUDdred million 

dollera for State roads undermgulat1ono wlllch l ha'N juat 

ol gned and I am told that tile Stat .. will get this wor~ under 

way at once . I han alao juat rolaaaad $381,000 ,000 ot ladoral 

wcrka whlcll go Into 1111l>ld1ate aot1on. Our raal onnl machinery 

to rush J'a4aral-a1484 State works Ia ready and will operate as 

eoon aa i t con be aumed. 801:311 projects ot tbia olasa will be 

s tarted wl t hin ten daya. 

In 'IIIII lna\ll!lll'al I le14 down the alm;>le propoal t1on that no-

body Ia going t o atarn 1n t hla country. U 0101111 to 01e to be 

equall y plain that no buaineaa which 4epeDde t or existence on pay-

11>8 1101 than lh11l8 wagoo to I ta worker• bas any r l rJlt to con-

t1nue in thla country. Dy "buaineaa" 1 mean the whole ot com.erce 

aa well aa the whole ot 1D4 uatry i by worker• I m~an all work era --
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the whi 'te col l ar claae ae wall ae the men U owralla; &D4 by 

l1T1ng wagea I mean more than a bare aubaiatence leTel -- I 

aeu the wages of~ 11T1ng. 

Throughout industry, the change trom atarnt1on Wl!lgea and 

atarntion •ployment to lirtng wages and sustained empl oyment can, 

in large part , be made by an 1nduatr1al connant to whi ch all em-

ployera shall aubacr ibe. It i a greatly to their i nterest to do 

thia because decent living , widely spread amont our 12~ ,000 ,000 

people e'fentually means the opening up to induatry ot the richest 

market which the world has known . It i s the only way to util ize 

the so-called excess oapaci ty ot our industrial plant~. This 1a 

the principle that makea this one ot the moat important laws 

that ITer C8JDB t ram Congraae because , bator. the puaaga ot thia 

Act, no such i ndustr ial coTenant was poaaible. 

On t his idea, the tlret pa.rt ot the Aot pr opoeee to our i nduatcy 



I'<!G\Il.ar jobs t !>le s~. The 1don 1D ~1r.'t>J.Y tor c::'lllloyel'B ~ blN 

aol'll mom ~ do t!>e Gld.aUnc ~ v >'Od11Dina t •o I!Olic- !louro or onob 

l!o mployor and "" croup ot l oeo t hen all or.IJilOY'lro ln n e1nslo 

t r do ooul<l o1o t 'tle oi.onc. '''''' aonti!IUO to llvn ln iluolroro OO'"r:X~tltlon, 

rut 1t ~ tr1lll07'lrtl 111 """" t:·e .. 0 no• 00.'14 t'=1roo to1t·J~'ul.J.Y in 

t!loso noo'orft (:lli:IJ\a - 11!. t~out O>.'llmt1011 - lWei QI';1':'0 tt> net t"rGt'lcr 

a.'lll nt onco, nono "ill bn ''lurt aru1 11 lli<>no ot r.or:< ro, oo lOI'.C do-

OGD o1n.lt aolt lab lnto:roet end !"''oent a 8!211 ~ tr<~=-t llfll.lnot o c<rnOD 

hl ~t to aot ln un1110n, 111 couJ.d do me!> tor the £0001'0l r:;ood 11111dl 



thoeo <loubto, I hlld pnrt ln tho C%'0At COOI)Orfttlon oE 1010 on~ lt 111 J:1Y 

tCI1 til t llat "" oan count on """ lnduot17 onco no•o t o join in our 601101'111 

ot thO 11'1bllo tZ'JI>t w'llc!l ~ ..... t 'tiG 4ey boon ropoao4 wit 'lout e ttllt 1n tbo 

cood t'alt~ and lllr,ll 'IJUI'l)OCO tJt' lr'.nrtoon buolnooo. 

lllt 1ftluot~r to ollallenco4 1n nnot!.or ""J. It ie not o:>4' t'lo eleel<""" 

wl thin tt'8do Cl'<>ll}XI "~n rr.J stand in t '» ]'lOth ur our caz:on 'l'U1'1'080• In 11 

no eop·•mto olur!tor at 111<1 ·strieu , ann do t .l>1e j ob al~nr. tor c:.notl;y tho 

lltl'"..n rcncon thot 110 olrtl lo cn:>l<J7er a._~n do it alone . In ot'lor norde, 

"" can 1....,.-;1no """' " t ' tlQ,J ao a~ 1tllluntry. 

l!l'I'Oll 11 1101> ol~ rtor ot rtr-hts lOIIIJ 1101.1(f>t tmll lll t ,.,rto 4on1a4. BJt 

t oy !mow t 'l3t the tlret oovt oxpocto4 by t!\o mttcn 1o a f!Nllt oo-

o])Ql' Uan or all IXI?loynro, by om a!nalo .,. ot1on, to l.::r>rovo the 

CCI:lO ot "'".'1<:<>1"01 on a scala ll<mlr attar11)t<>tl 1n arv lltltlon. In.luet r1oa 

o·m 4o th.ta on3T lt t 'lO:f have t ho oupport Cit t.lle ~'1010 p;bl1c and 



tl\1a unl.ta4 d!."lvo nr,n1Mt <lopreesion thLt ito 110rkore will 1l<> \71th i t t o 



l 

•~ or the eat '=rdl> ot the Bllti- trust laJ~. T:1o publ1o IIIUat be 

proteotad - 1nat the abU""" tha t l ed to tho1r 4II>Wibnt, an4 to thl.a 

Their ' lll"J)Ol;8 h to il:'Oo tm:~iooea - cot l.o ah&lklc H - llr.d no l!lllll 

I" y;o au' au..!" t.r 4o bl'QU~s -:.o a.o 't •• t 1llh ax;oton 'tbeir bua1-

'!/ t' :.- J ~ f or the ~"C'Dernl Cood 

thlJ 1~eel1"1oh.ne~e ot otbcrs. 

e r.u• t lli"'taet tho:"\ rro:1 the l'!lel:ot oora hD 1m<.<"' 0l'.;o.ni2< t1DD8 01' both 

• are a;>oA4111!' b1111DIIll o• dol.ll' ru oil<! 1 t that 

e mat 

oeo t'l t 0'11' baat e dooa not pem1t f'BYor1tt .. r nd graft. All th1a in o. 



hee.'t'Y load t or IUIY Cov...,...nt and one t.hA t can be borne only i t we ban U.. 

patlonoo, ooopttrfttion, and ou;plt()rt ot people everywhere. 

r1nn11y, thiu lew 1a a olu.llence to our whole people . There ie 

no powor in Al>erica that can rorco egainot the public will ouch oction ne 

we roquirth liUt thor e iu no {;ltiUp in '"'""'1"" tha t can withstand the rorce 

or an arou110d public opinion. '::h1a croet oooper3tion can IIUooeod only tr 

tbcoe who b1·a~ so i'onard t.o reotore jobe have eegreooive public support 

A3 ~· thu lli00~1Mr:r -- ~ho practical ""Y or QCOO"'!'li&~ill,i obet We 

are oottl.nt' out to ao , hen o. t mdo a oooation bas a •ode ,....,dy to !lll.bmi t 

l!lld the Aooooi , tion ns truly representative, oDd ~tter reaaonnbl e J>O~e bas 

been iosuod to a ll conoornod, e P'.Iblio h.,riDI! .. ill be held ~ the Aclminia• 

trat..,-">r a deputy. A Lobor Advi eer y llonrd appointed by the s aorotar:r or 

lnbor will bo reaponai bls that every affected labor croup, whether organi zed 

co unoreani zed , io tully nnd ada .uately repreeented i n an adVisory oapaci ty 

and ll1lif interested labor w:o up will be ontitlsd to be honrd through repre-

aentatina ot ito own choosing. An IndUstrial kdTiaory lloard appointed by 

the Soorotary d: Collm8roo wUl be responaibla thot every nrteotod i ndustrial 

group 1o tully nnd ode uataly roprooented in on advisory oopao ity an4 uy 



1nteraatod 111duetr1al pull wUl be ant1 tled to be hoard thrcusl> ropre•n-

tet1Yee ot 1 to own ohooa1Dg. A C...,_ra MY1aory Boord will be raepo~~~1bla 

t hot the 111toreata ot t he o~ing public will be represented l!lld eYery 

raaaonable opportun1 ty wUl be (!11'0111 to ·~ S>OUP or oloaa wbo f!llly be attooted 

d1rect!y ar 111d1rootty to present t he1r v i ew$. 

At the cocncl.ua1on ot tbeoe hearlnga nn4 atter the moot caretul 

aorut1n:; by n cOI~tcnt cccmou:lc ataff the r.dmil11otretcr will present the 

uubj&et to ce for f.\Y notion un4er t;ut lmr. 

I a:zt ru.lly awara th&t wage i noreaaes •111 eventually ratea coats , 

but 1 c.Jk th t m:n:u,-:;~'lts give tir>lt oone1dor at1on to tho ~nt ot 

opernt1DU tisuroa '>1 g:.'eu tly illor.,..ood toalco to be e>:pootod trao the r1a1ng 

pu.roha:31Jla po<:.-;,r of t'!!o .mbl1c. Tilf"t i s e;:ood eeonc:mica and cood bua1neos. 

Tho n1D ot th1CJ \thol e o!t'ort if:! tu )'Uotore 0\lr r!.ch t1.om3tie r.torket by 

ao tar u we I.Mroase 'l!t'(;os, tho .,ole p:oojoot vill bs sot at nnught. \',o 

oOMot hope tar tho full offoot or th1:> pl.nn unloo<~. 1~ 1hoso t1rat cr1 U oal 

montllrJ , and. avon a t t he er.peneo ot tull 1n1t1ol. JrDf 1ta, we deter pr1oe 

1ooreaaea as lonr as posa1blo. It r.a o011 th start a etmll£: sound upward 

aplral or l>Uo incaa activity our 1ndnntr1os will have littlo doubt or black-

i nk oper t10I18 in tile loot .uarter or t 1a year . 'lbe pant-up detlllnd ot th i a 

peopl e i e Yery eroa.t und 11' we can ralcooe 1 t on so br oo.d a f ront . we need 

not tear a loUin& raoovary. 'lllera 1a greater danger or too Dloh tevor iah 

ape ad. 
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lll a tew iDduatrieo, there hu boea e.- forward buyiJ16 at 

unduly 4opreeae4 prioo:.J in reoen'\ wHO. l noreaaed ooate resulting 

from thla Oo'N:rnment-inapired lllafaD•mt may aka 1t .,.,ry herd t .r 

aona maDUtacturora and jobbere, t o tultill aCIII8 ot tbeir present 

oontraota w1 thou\ lou. It will be a part ot thie wide industrial 

ooopera t1oa tor thoee baV1116 tbe bcat1 t ot tbeee forward bargino 

(oontractod betore the law waa paooa4) to take the init1othe in 

revioing th• to absorb oome ehare or the illcreaee ill thoir 

a.&p;>lien• coats , thua raised in tbe public 1ntezeat. I t ia 

only in auoh a w1llill6 and conai4erate epirit, throughout the 

whole ot 1nduetry 1 that we oan hope t o aucoeed. 

Under Title 1 ot thil .lot, 1 h..,.e created c ln4uetr1al Reoonry 

lloard ot 'IIIlich Hue!> 1ohnaon ie Chairmall Olld .l4111n1otrator. Thia 

arpni:rat1on ia 110w prepared to recei'N propoeed Oodea an4 to 

ooDduot prolljlt henring~~ looking toward thair aublllioaion to me tor 

ap" roftl.. Tihl.lo acceptable propo.,.la ot 110 trade group will ba 

dalayad, it 1a '16:/ hope tbat the ten major induatr iea 'lllliah control 
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111• bulk at 1D4uo~r1al .opla,_ ... ~ OIUl oubnU 11leir o ~lo buio 

Codes at once aD4 111d t.ho CIOUA~7 OIUl look forward to 1111 porio4 

ret1oDOl. JIO"''el'llllnt be.ck t o work. 

To oot oa A4m1D1otrator UD4er Title II, I have detailed Coors-

Spauldi ng ot 111e Cor;>o ot EJ18lnoora. I ba..e released one bUlion 

dollare ot job-moking, wor11l-wi1Ua wo:rka. Tbo m.,..ure ot increased 

aot1Yity will be pro11111Uy ralaad by another $200 , 000 , 000 aa soon 

ao the s tatoe aubmit their l1ota ot 1odenl-a 1ded projects wbich 

are tully rea4y tor 1111118d1a to • ark . All 111io latter claaa o:rpalllls 

11111 Ol!llllaymont wUl e-.-tually increaaa 11o a rata at owr two 

and ana-halt million jobs . 

lletwaon 111eoa twin attorta - - public wo:rks ond 1Ddustricl 

r-loyment, i t l o not too ,..ch to bpeat 111at na many a s t our 

lllllion •n can be tak.., tram 1llo ranko ot the Ullllllp1oyod before 

winter aa ... o. U io tho ... t l.mj)ortant attcpt ot 11118 kind in 

hlotory. Ao in 111o great oriaio ot tho Tlorld War, 1t puts a wbolo 

people to the s uople but Tital toota -- llllat •• 60 on 1J! -.y 



grop1y, d1oorp1ze4, oeparaw Wilt. to detoat or llhal.l • • 
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