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I N SPEAKING TO YOU !.lEN OF THE 

CIVILIAN CONSERVATION CORPS . I THINK 

OF YOU AS A VISI BLE TOKEN OF ENC OURAGE 

!.!ENT TO THE r,1-JOLE COUNTRY. YOU --

NEARLY THREE HUNDRED THOUSAND STRONG 

ARE EVI DENCE THAT THE NATION I S STILL 

STRONG ENOUGH AND BROAD ENOUGH TO LOOK 

AFTER ITS CITIZENS . YOU ARE EVIDENCE 

THAT WE ARE SEEKING TO GET AWAY AS 

FAST AS \'IE PCSSIBLY CAN , FROM THE DOLE , 

FRUo! SOUP KITCHENS JJ!D FROM FREE 

LODGING -- BECAUSE THE GOVERNUENT IS 

P AYING YOU WAGES AND L~INTAINING YOU 



(2) 

TO DO ACTUAL WORK-- WORK WHICH IS 

NEEDED NOW AND FOR THE FUTURE AND 

\'IILL BRI NG A DEFINI TE FINANCIAL RETURN 

TO THE l'EO!'LE OF THE NATION . THROUGH 

YOU , THE NAT ION WILL GRADUATE A F I NE 

GROUP OF STRONG YOUNG !.lEN , CLEAN LIVING , 

TRAINED TO i:>ELF- DISG I PLINE AND ABOVE 

ALL , WILLI NG AND ...,POUD TO ':IORK FOR THE 

JOY OF ViORKING . 

TOO MUCH IN RECENT YEARS , LARGE 

NUJ.!BERS OF OUR POPULATION HAVE THOUGHT 

OF SUCCESS AS AN OPPORTUNITY TO GAIN 

MONEY \VITH THE LEAST POSSIBLE WORK . 
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I T IS TU.!E FOR EACH AND llVERY ONE OF 

US TO CAST AWAY SELF- DESTROYING, 

NATI0~1- DESTROYING EFFORTS TO GET 

SOMETHING FOR NOTHING AND TO APPRE 

CIATE Tl'.AT SATISFYI NG REWARDS AND 

SAFE RE\"IARDS CO!•!E ONLY THROUGH HONEST 

\'fORK . THAT L'UST BE TP.E !IE;"/ SPIRIT 

OF TP.E Al:ERI CAN FUTURE . YOU ARE THE 

VAN- GUARD OF THAT NEW SPIRIT . 

--4-~~/~~ 
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In speaki ng to you men of the Civilian Conserve-

tion Corps, I thi nk of you as a visible token of encour -

agement to the whol e country. You -- nearly three hundred 

thousand strong -- a r e evidence that the Nati on is stil l 

strong enough and broad enough to l ook after its citizens . 

You are evidence that we are seeking to get away as fast 

as we possibly can, from the dole, from soup kitchens and 

from free lodging - - because the Government is paying you 

wages and maintaining you to do actual work work which 

is needed now and for the future and fl1ll bring a definite 

financial return to the people of the Nation. Through you, 

the Nation will graduate a fine group of strong young men, 

clean living, trained to self-discipline and above all , 

willing and proud to work for the Joy of working. 

Too much in recent years, large nuobers of our 

population have thought of success as an opportunity t o 

gain money with the least possible "ork. It is time for 

each and every one of us to cast away self- destroying, 

Nation-destroying efforts to get something for nothing 

and to appreciate that satisfying rewards and safe rewards 

come only through honest work. That must be the new spirit 

of the American future . You arc the vanguard of that new 

spi rit. 
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In Dpea!:i:n~ to you neil of the Civilhn Conservation Corps , 

I thinlc ot". you as & visi',le tol:en of encoui.~aa()met1t to t ;lE,. 

lrhole cotmtry , YoU -- :.tea:..•ly t;n.ce htm~red thousand s·.;rong 

arc evidence t:1c1t t;to !l&Hon ic: still s"tro!:~ cnou(:,'h and broad 

enough to lool~ aftOl.' 1\:;s ci ti~er.s. You are evld,ence tlll. t ne 

are seoldna to ;~e t anat t::.s :r~st as ' .. '~ JO"!.::.i '>lY c.:~.n , from the 

dole , fr<X1 sou:-> ·~ttcheils .:.nd fro~: f :r"ee lodi:;inu -- 'l:leca.use the 

Goverru:1ent iu yo.yin[. you u~~cs and L~1!~~.:.1nillG you to do actual 

bl•ing a delt1n1to til anciul re ~~ali''U :'o 'lile !JOO)le or the Nation . 

T;u-oll...:,h yot~, t;le lidtion ·111 t:,;radu"-te a :&'ine (Jl'OU),> Of stl"ong 

youJl6 men, cle.:..n 11v1u:: 1 t rained to seli- 01sc1!il1nc and a~ove 

all, u11:1nz ana Jl"Oud ;;c 1•ork for ;;;•a j oy of \:crklne . 

•\!,:: nuc~ in recent :~ea4s 1 l.J.r;:;c nu;!:~·o:.·s of our p.oyulation 

have ti1o~ht o.~.· success ac an Oi.)JOrt:uni ty to s a i n noney \11th 

t.,e least posaible vor!: . It il;;j ·~i;· .e for each and e very one ot 

us to caat away solf-da::.t:.:-oyi::tl~ , Ii<ltlon- dostroyinz efforts to 

get oor.tathlllJ l'or n o<.:;li'1(', .:.:.td to al'):,reclatc t:1at satiofying 

reual'dS and safe rev.:.rds COi.ie onl~l ·;;~~·o~~h honest flork . Tha t 

van- guard or t:l .. t narz s 1iri t . 
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I,l spca1:1n~ to you Pen of t~c Civilb.n Coi1Se1•vation Cor!)s , 

I thinlc ot_ you ao a vi..:Ll e ~ol:E:n of enco\u.·aGcme.lt to t~1e 

\"hol3 cou:.1try . You -- acl'l.:..•ly ·t.trce huac"rcd thOlJSCJld s'a·ong 

anou~h ~ .. o lool~ aftol' 1 ~r; ci ti~cms . You are evidence t;n t \'16 

dole, fl·~ sou::> ~:1 tche"!.s ,:,.r,d t:..-o·J f.:..·ce lud(.i!lU -- ".lccJ.use the 

Goverru::1ent lti ~.myhls yo,, ll.;.,~cs and mai!~-~-in :!.ll(. you to do actual 

b:..~tng a deflilito r.:..ranci·1 re';u:..·:t :.;o 'ILl"..: !)CO)le ot the .Ha~;.ion . 

Ti:lro~lt vel.!, t;te iiation lll uradu.::te a 1'1ne IJl'OUi) of st:.·ong 

yoW\{!; cen , oleun 11v1,1.: . -~ rain•-:-d to zoli"-ti1sc1~11no and a~ove 

all, uil.•.ine o.nu :)rout::. ;;r-, •~o:..·~~ for :;;;e joy or \:orking . 

•1'oo >;JUC~l in rocent ,lt::il4'S 1 lar~a nu.J'h"J:i.'S of our poyulation 

havo t:1o~ht o ... ~ success a::: wl O~}:~or.;unity to ~ain :1or.ey nith 

t.•e least; po3~1:Jlo ''or!~. It is ~..:i;·:e for ~ach and av(lry one of 

us to cast anay alll.L- Gas' .. :.·oy1..l!·; , !iutiou- dcs troyinz efforts to 

r~mards and 3ufc >.•tw..:.rds ~.:o1 .. e onl~· tl1~·o~ ~h honent t"IOl'k . Tha t 

trust ~S tile •10'11 S)1r1t n.t' ti:e Ak€l'iC<.tH tu-;;m·e. Y011 81'0 tile 
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