
T1 
0 
rv 
C/) 

~ 
" r> 
( 

~ 
(' 

. . 
0 
en .... 
:7> 



THE W HITE HOUSE 
WA S HINGTO N 

P. ~.F. 
.~u:ust 9 , l935 

I~ 
fly de.·u- Cou!l!lander 0 t j en : 

On t11is , t "'te Thirt;, - fiftn Nnttonw.l LnC!iN)..:"1~1")t of t he 

United Spaninh T.'ttr Veterdns , I ual: you us t heir Cow.tlander- in­

Chief t o c :)llvey to t he vetqr~s ussenbl ed i n r.onvr~ntlJn cJ. t Los 

~~n ~ales my heart~elt felici'ti.ttions . 

The w.l.l' in 11nich you U.''ld your cor1rades pnrt·lcipat"'ct wn::> 

ono of the £'r ~s t e vents in our rl.story, H"'e"b ter PIPttmt•~ the 

;;?jr;lt wQ!e\:1 pPelipt•~ ii.t or hJ.• it.- roen1 t i:R aAipi4, WQ~:i~J· 
S4-~ laid the foundutio'l for a ne·,; n.1tj "lnul :~ro";";'t'l " nity nn:l 

streneth, nnd t!'lrou.;!l the com. ~ n...;Un~ o,. men .:'ro:1 th"' Nort:1 t~n:l ,........ 

f r oc the South did oucn. to obliterate th~ rancors und h:!.t r·uls 
enJendered by tile Ci vi 1 't&r . f . 

~ Vihil..!; t h'J benet i ta that flo·.ved to this countr~· us u rcsui!.. 

~=A the SJ.anish-.-~.:J~.eric&.n ·<tr w~e mb..Oy and fu.r-r~:iC h..: n , other 1 co.-l~s 
bad o. s ;I.Q.r 'l in the:: beneficent results nf t.Us C?;"l .. lict . Libert~ v:.~s 

c.:!rried to Cu~t ~ the sts.rvi.n; inh:...l>itmlts of 'uer~ Rico wore f ed , 

"-L-tppiness t..nd t .1e ble~sinJ3 a ..... hio;.hot' civili z~tionrr ";er l3 ivr:m to 

\ 

the 1~ili£>inos, and the door to Chin~ vls.s O}:ened. T!li"- w:~r .!lCCP-ntm......t· J 

t1~ necr·s3ity for t .1e buildin o ::' 1...12 .t·~u Co.nat; i t'-enpw.si uo-1 t'lc 

urgent need of pr epnrednass . 

~ 
\- hen thG ••Ortd \.ar cooe in l 3l 7, th'J Co~m<J.nJP!"-in-C!...i!':f 

f t ·lC hr.lerican LX"yeditL>nr~y Force , t o'} Ch.iof of Stuff o t' tniR 

ountry, a nd many co'Wimdora of t he J\rr.ty and of ita many corps, 
!visions and brig•,dos wore Spanish-.n.merict~-u ~~ar vet rnns , :1c .. uoled 

thoir tn: .. inin ~ and ex-.~. criencc i n thl!.t w-..1r o 

( 

During the Spurd3 :1-••mericun .. b.r men volunteer·~ 1 for 

medicul experimentuti >ns, as u result of wirl..c1 the !courr;c oL y ~llo.· 

fever , t ne d:-ead of our Sout'lern St.. teo , ·.·::Jon s~. pad out l.i.Ild t~P 

modi cal pr~res3i::>n t."•ltnc..<J. a fT _o.ter kno· .. lc.l-<·e u.o t!l trje ca\.1:;· s Wli 

trentrnent of mala.riul infection and tr<Jpicul di scl!Bes . 

l:ou •1:1ve j ust cau ae t o be prouJ o ... your servi.cea in the 

Spnnisn-Amcricun uar ; and th"' spirit that prompted you all to volunt l'!r 

f or the con l'lict of 1898 is one t ha. t is uml:/ 0 n .. and I kno·," t ~ t. Vu t 



... 

same spiri t is just as strong and assertive in 
when the Nation is goint;, throueh ..,._..,..,;. __ ...,H>lii<'Hq1!fil!l"~51ltrtt' 

ahd-cleuftd~~raye and mueA eeJf sact±•tce . 

fer~/~ Very sincerely yours, 

Commander- in-Chief \"iillililll J . Otjen, 
The United Spw1ish fiar Veterans, 
r, oodv:urd Building, 
·~\ashington, D. C. 
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