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In tho aldot of ~problou of material t hi np - in tho •chino 

ap at i nYenUo.) of finance, of i nternational INspicicn and renotred &I'IIIUIIInt -

e1'ory one ot Ul au.a t gain aatietaotion and et?n~ i n the ltnowl,d.p '\hat eooial 

juetioe 1e becoming an e•er-growing f actor and l ntluenoe i n almost ••• r.r part 

of the world . With nery paBOi ng year I become mere contident that humanity 

11 mcdng forward to the practical appl1oa t1cn of the toaohi ngo of Christianity 

as thay affect the i n4hi <lual lives or men and women. 

/u"f It 1o fitting t hat t hia anmal llational Conteronoo ot Catholic Charitieo 

ahould celebrate also t he centennial ot the Society ot s t. Vi ncent 4e Paul . 

like to ro .. mbor t ha taunt or athoioto and onemi .. or tho Chdotian relig ion 

in the Parte ot 1833 , •hen they demanded ot the churoheo, " Show ue your work•"• 

1..:-u.~ •. t.. ,;--b-.,,.,."'<. 
I like to - or tho acceptance of t hat challenge and tho decision to ohow 

( . 

that Chris tia nity waa not dead , an4 tha t tho dee4o ot Christiano U.U wore in 

accordance with their f aith. 

i n thei r w ok or viii t.Uon and relief of the poor i n their own homoo, in 

hospitalo and i notitlltiono , a ided about c no hundred an4 t1ft7 thouaond tamilieo, 

...w{th other sreat orp niaati one ot •n and • omen connected •1 tb all the 

;,-~ 
ohUroheo i n all t he l and - working wi til simila r u neelfhhnooo for the 

II 



• 

?y;( "•. J /t:::f. ,. J-/,( ;;-
alln1a Uon ot l>1mn sutte r1ng and the r i ghting ot lo1mn wronge, ,._I am ccnt1rmed 

1n ~ deep beUet that God 1a merch1ng on. 

Snen .. nthe ago t hh nry day, otand1ng at the portal a ot the Capitol 

at 'a abi ngton, abou.t to aasume the reaponaib1 11 t iea ot the Preei deoo1, I told 

the people ot America that we were goi ng to t ace t aota , no mat ter how hard or 

d1tt1cul t t hooe tao to might be , and t hat 1 t wao 11\1 t1 rm bel1et that tho only 

thi ng •·e had to tear was fear 1t eelt . 

I belie ved then -- and I know now- - that aur people woul d eu.pport action 

that eougbt the goal ot gh1ng n ery man his due . Leadereh1p, I h .. e tr1od 

d,_t- ,Jir;..,J.:,s 
to ghe J - the great taot hao been the liJJI r eeponoe - the wholehaarted .. 
response - ot America . ' e have recaptured and rekindled our p loneerl tlfr ep1r1 t . 

" e have 1no1oted that 1 t ohall alwa;rs be a op1r 1t of Juot1ce , a ep1r1t ot team-

..-ort, a spirit ot eacriti ce , an4 above all, a spirit of nei ghborli ness . 

We han eought to adJuot the proceuoa ot 1nduotr1a l and agr icultural 

lit e , and i n eo doi ng we haYe aQlght to 'Yiew t he pi c tu.re aa a whole. Revival 

of induatr1, redeqrUon or agri au.lture , reconat N.c tion ot banking, deYelopment 

ot publ1o .-orko, the 11tt1ng ot c ruoh1ng dob' - - al l tboeo 1n n eey par t ot 

tho llat1on call t .or a w1llingneoo to eac r 1t1ce 1ndh1dual ga1na, to .-or!< tcaethor 
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for the publlo ftltar. and for the ouooeu of a broad naUonel program of 

the new traile in llfe11 bllt underlying all our eff orh h ~e oondoUon 

t hat men cannot live unto themselvett al one. A 4emoorao.r aut be bCNnd to-

gether by ~e tho of nelghborllneos . T 

1''1 )-., .. ,(,., 
'!bat U\ baa been the gui di ng opirit of 1our work for the si olt, f or 

ahlldren ln need, and tor the &B'Id and triendle1a. ADd you who haYe par-

t1oipated i n the actual da1-to-da1 " orlt of praot1oal and useful chari v 

understand wall that no prolfram of reoo .. ry oan ouddonlf reatoro all our 

people to Ullt' oolf-support. Thh h tho tiM when rnu and I know that 

t hou.ah •• ha'fe proceeded a portion ot the wq , the longer, harder part atill 

lies ahead tor ue to redouble our efforts to care tor thoee W'ho mat atill 

depend upon rol1of, to prnont the dhintegrat1on of ho1118 llfe, and to stand 

b1 t he do time of the depreso1on until 1t h detlnltel,y past. 

on 
The Federal Co"Yemment has 1nau,eu.ra te4 new measure• ot relief d a l'&lt 

1oale , W.t the f ederal Oo•ernment oaano'\ aD1 doea not 1nteDd to take oye r 

~· whole Job. llau,y Umeo n ba .. inola ted that ner1 oor.ollllllli t,y and OYer1 

state 11111t - tirot e do ~eir ab!t.ro , 



--
Ou.t ot thh pioturo "' aro ... orlcing out a now ocieDOo ct oocial treat-

ment and rehabiU t a ticn -- ...,rlci ng it 011t thrcU«h an un•lthh partnerohip 

~ol/ ~ .• fd.-rf.. 
botwoon~tho great ~8!!'111•iiillld' prhato~ oocial oonice agonoioo with tho agoncioo 

ot Government 1toolt. Prom tho point ot vi ow ot tho fixing ot 

reoponeib1lit1os , tho preYOntion ot ove rlapping and ot waoto and tho ooordi.,.._. 

tlon of ett orte , we are making enormous atrldee with eYery paea11l8' day . ~t 

baolc ot tho oocpera tho leadorehip llllioh 11 showing itself i n every part ot 

tho 
the Countr.r , there are tto other vi t al reas ons t or Jltll maintenDnoe ot the 

ettorta ot the churches and other non-go• ornmental gr~pa. 

'!he tirot ot th .. e is t!lat l!lloh as .... strive tor tho broad J',JJll. principleo 

of aooi al Juat1ce. the actual applios.Uon of theae principle a ia of nece aslt.r 

an individual thing, - a thlng '«hioh tcuche e individual lives and individual 

t amiliu. llo governmental organisation in al l histor,y has bun able to keep 

the human touch to the aame extent a s ctr&rob and prlyate effort. Oovern:nent 

can do m&n7 th1ft8'• better th&ll priYate aeaoolatlona or oltlaene , bolt in the 

laet analyai a aucceaa depends on the pers onal contBot between neighbor and 

neighbor. 

'!he o ther reaoon u .. i n the toot that tho people ot tho United Statu 



,..,_ 

11iill reooan1••, and , I belieYe, recognlce w1 th tlrmer tal til than eYer be tore • 

that opirltual nlueo count in the long run 1110re than .,.teri&l nlueo . 'l'hooe 

,.fl(v. lm-.,t. 
/1.- .. ho han ooul!bt by edict to eliminate the right ot llllllki nd to beline in God 

and ~ practice that bel let • have , in •••r1 oaee, dieooYered tooner or l a ter 

that they are tUUng i n nin apinat an i nherent ,eosential , und.Ting qualit y , 

and indeed necesoity, ot the human race - a qualit;< and a neceet i tT i~t 
) . .) 

whlob in e'fery oentuey b&Ye preYed an eesential to permanent prOgress . 

Clear and 
IXII thinki ng U earnest ettort and si ncere faith will reeul\ 1D thorough-

goi ng support t rous~>out the .-hole Nation ot ettorto ouch ao TQUU. The 

opirit of our people has not been daunted. It haa co,. through the trilla ot 

theee daya unafraid. We haTe Yentured and we haTe 'I'Onl we shall Yenture 

further and se shall win. The traditions of a great people have been enri ched. 

In our meaauree ot reco'fery and ot relief ..,. h&'fe pre1ened al l that i1 beat 

in our hiltary and are bu.Uding thereon a new otruoture -- atrong and firm and 

permanent. 

I can nenr e:rpre10 in wordo What the ~oyaltiJX and truot ot the Ration 

hao •ant to 11e. !lot for a 1110ment han I d01bted tht.t ,. would climb out 
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ot the nlle.r ot gloom. Al•'IT• haTe I been oertalll that " wou.ld oo-r, 

beoauoe the ep1rit at !.mor1oa apr1ngo l.'rom ta1th - ta11h 1n the belo .. d 

1not1tut1ono or our land, and a true and &b141ng ta1th 1n the dh1ne gu.14&noe 

or Cod . 



ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT 
TO THE CONFERENCE DINNER 

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC CHARITIES 
GRAND BALLROOM, WALDORF ASTORIA HOTEL 

October 4 , 1933 

Car dinal Hayes, Your Excellenc)' , ladies and gentlemen: 

Coming down through the crowd this evening, my old 

friend, Monsignor Keegan, paid me the nicest compliment I have 

had since the f ourth of March because he said, "Remember, way 

back before the fourth of March , ?!hen you said you would come 

to this dinner in October? And now you have come. " 

In the midst of pr oblems of material things -- in the 

machine age of invention and of finance, and of international 

suspicion and renewed armaments --~ that every one of us 

must gain satisfaction and a strength in the knowledge that social 

justice is becoming an ever-growing factor and influence in almost 

every part of the world today . Vlith every passing year I become 

more confident that humanity is moving forward to the practical 

application of the teachings of Chri stianity as they affect the 

individual lives of men and women ever zwhere. 

I think it is fitting that this annual National Con­

ference of Catholic Charities should celebr ate also, at the same 

time, the centennial of the Society of St . Vincent de Paul . I 

like to remember the day a hundred year s ago, the taunt of 

atheists , the taunt of (and) the enemies of the Christian religion 

in the Paris of 1833, when they demanded of the churches, • Show 

us your works." Yes, I like to remember it because of the 



Fr:m1 h· • . •. tavel t Library 

ThiB ia a t Y"~l'l!"Cr , ' de by the lh i te 
House ate ,. , r :;:D h is shorthand 
no t eo tah:r , ... ., the spet.ch was 
made. Und· r 1' 1cat es words 
extcmpora."'!c nr' Je' to tho previously 
prepared r oh.a:r. 7 t.crt. Wo:-~s in 
paren theses a re . ., tht.t were oci tted 
when the rpeech v. .o fcl ·:c·ed, thour-;h 
they appear in tho pre·t ' ou~ly prepared 
r eading copy t ext. 
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acceptance of that challenge and the decision to show that 

Christianity was not dead, and that the deeds of Christians 

were in accordance with their faith. This one Soci ety, ~ 

past year, in their task of visitation and relief of the poor 

in their own homes and in hospitals and institut i ons, aided 

more than one hundred and fifty thousand families within the 

borders of our country; and, with other great organizations of 

men and women connected with all the churches in all the land, 

it is working with simil ar unselfishness for the alleviation of 

human suffering and the righting of human wrong. When I think 

~ I am confirmed in my deep belief that God is marching on. 

Monsignor Keegan has mentioned the fact that seven 

months ago this very day, standing at the portals of the Capitol 

at Washington, about to assume the responsibilities of the 

Presidency, I told the people of America that we were going to 

face facts, no matter how hard and how difficult those facts 

might be, and that it was my fi rm belief that the only thing we 

had to fear was fear itself. 

I believed then -- and I know now -- that our people 

would support definite action that sought the goal of giving 

every man his due. Leadership, I have tried to give, but the 

great and the outstanding fact, my friends, has been the 

response -- the wholehearted response -- of America. As we 

have recaptured and rekindled our pioneering spirit . We have 

insisted that it shall always be a spirit of justice, a spirit 
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of teamwor k, a spirit of sacrifice, and, above all , a spirit 

of neighborliness. 

We have sought to adjust the processes of industrial 

and agricultural l i fe , and in so doing we have sought to view 

the picture as a whole. Revival of industry, r edemption of 

agriculture , r econstruction of banking , development of public 

works, the lifting of crushing debt -- all these in every par t 

of the Nation call for a willingness t o sacrifice individual 

gains , to work t ogether for the public welfare and for the 

success of a broad national program of recovery. We have to 

have courage and discipline and vision to blaze the new trail s 

in life; but underlying all our efforts is t he conviction that 

men cannot live unto themselves alone. A democr acy, t he right 

kind of a democr acy, is bound together by the ties of neighbor­

liness. 

That tie, my friends , has been the guiding spirit of 

your work for the sick, Your wor k for the children in need, and 

for the aged and friendless. And you who have participated in 

the actual day-to-day work of pr actical and useful charity 

understand well that no program of recovery can suddenly r estore 

all our people to self-support . This is the time when you and I 

know that though we have proceeded a portion of the way , the 

longer, harder part still lies ahead; to redouble our efforts 

to care f or those who must still depend upon r elief, to prevent 

the disintegr ation of home life , and to stand by the victims of 

the depression until it is definitely past . 
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The Federal Government has inaugurated new measures 

of r elief on a vast scale, but the Federal Government cannot , 

and does not intend to , take over t he whole job. Many times 

~ have insisted that every community and every state must first 

do their shar e . 

Out of this picture we are developing a new science of 

social treatment and rehabi l i tation -- working it out through an 

unselfish part nership, a partnership between great church and 

private social service agencies with the agencies of Government 

itself. From the point of view of fixing responsibilities, the 

prevention of overlapping, the prevention of waste, and the co­

ordination of effort, we are , all of us, making enormous strides 

with every passing day. But back of that cooperative leadership 

that is shovnng itself so splendidly in every part of the country, 

there are two other vital reasons f or the maintenance of the 

efforts of the churches in every part of the land (and other non­

Governmental groups) . 

The first of these is that much as you and I strive f or 

the broad principles of social justice, the actual appli cation 

of these principl es is of necessity an individual t hing , - a thing 

that touches individual lives and individual families . No 

governmental or ganization in all history has been able to keep 

the human touch to the same extent as church effort and private 

effort . Government can do a great many things better than private 

associat ions or citizens, but in the last analysis success of this 

kind of work in which you are e~ (in personal matters) depends 
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on the personal contact between neighbor and neighbor. 

~ that the other reason lies in the fact that 

the people of the United States still recognize, and, I believe, 

recognize with a firmer faith than ever before, that spiritual 

values count in the long run more than material values . Those 

people in other lands , and I say this advisedly, those in other 

lands who have sought by edict or by law to eliminate the right 

of mankind to believe in God and to practice that belief, have, 

in every known case, discovered sooner or later that they are 

tilting in vain against an inherent, essential, undying quality, 

indeed necessity, of the human r ace -- a quality and a necessity 

in very fact which in every century have proved an essential to 

permanent progress, and I speak of religion. (Applause) 

Clear thinking and earnest effort and sincere faith 

will result in thorough-going support throughout the whole Nation 

of efforts such as yours . The spirit of our people has not been 

blunted, it has not been daunted . It has come through the 

trials of these days unafraid. We have ventured and we have won; 

we shall venture further and we shall win again. Xill!_, the tra­

ditions of a great people have been enriched . In our measures 

of recovery and of relief we have preserved all that is best in 

our history and ~ are building thereon a new structure -- strong 

and firm and permanent . 

I can never express in words what the loyalty and trust 

of the Nation have meant to me . Not for a moment have I doubted 

that we would climb out of the valley of gloom. Always I have 



-6-

been certain that we would conquer, because the spirit of 

America springs from faith -- faith in the beloved institutions 

of our land, and a true and abiding faith in the divine guidance 

of God. (Prolonged applause) 



~E~ 0!" ., r; ':"'q-::'~]1):1~ 9":71'9.:: ....--; ';O''?llt-:l~:: 
!>IN:::-c:'1 1-li~~ ·!r'tl") l!'.'i'If)!J.!.. CCI!'JI'..,.{~\:- JII 

c_,.,..,..,,..Ic c-·r.r"'~; 

Octobe~ 4 , lO:s:J 

In the 1'\J.dat of proble>~.:J or me.terinl th.in,:;s -- in the mebinc ago or 
invnntion, of' tinanco , or i nter:w.tJonr.l !iUspicion o.r.~ rone"JE!d a~nt - ­
ovory one of us r.l.I:Jt gain satisfaction end 3trength in the lo:nowlodge tbot 
social Ju3tico is becouins nn evcrgrouin.; factor &UX!i influence in all"'ost 
uvory pe.rt of the world . \"l'i th every !£Ssin~J; year I becone r10re confident 
that hW'.nnity 1o r•ICWiiV" forwnrd to the :.,raeticol applicntion of the teachings 
or Chritstien1.ty as tho::r arrect the indi'!iduol lives or 'liOn and women. 

It is fitting thnt this wmus.l !:ntional Conference or Ce.thol1c C..'ho.rities 
shoul d celebro.to cleo t ho centonr.1e1 or the '":ocfety or 3t . Vincent de i'aul. 
I 11'·e to r8l'lombor th~ taunt or ethciots .<tnd onc!"'J.os of the Cbrietian r e ­
litJion in tho Jlariu or 10:~3 , llh•m the~· rlcL:Bni!el\ of t ho ch.urehes , "<;how WI 
your works .·• I like to thin': of' t~e nccnptnn<'o of' t~ut chll!le:)8e nnd the 
dec18ion to sh011 thl\t Cllriat1Mity Tlas not dec.d , 'ln<l tha.t the dcedo of Chrlo­
tlane !'7ero in eccordanco 17itll their faith . lihon I roalizo that this one 
SOciety, lr..et yo&r , in t~eir tauk of vi sitation nud rC'liet or thG poor in 
their own hor10o, in hospitrb O.!lll! institutions, aided nore than one hundred 
e.nd firth thouaa.nd families; nnd thct other grent orgoni:te.tlorl3 of men &.>td 
women connected ri t~ ell tbo churc~es ir. o.ll tho lnnd are wor!d~ with similar 
UMoltiohneos for the nlleviation o! hum.n su.tfertns and the rir~tlng or hWlml 
!n"Ofl8

1 
I 1!.."'1 cont:'irN~d in ~ deep boli~t t'lb.~ God 11'1 ....::.rchin~ ofl . 

seven r..ontlu• :~:-o this •ery dey, stand in;:; ot tl!e ,ortul'l of the Coritol 
at \".'flshillGton, about to asst.r.Je :-.:.c :-es-,t~on.si'!>ilit1e9 or t!le ->resldonc!' , I 
told the 'QOO)'Ile of !.merica t•\t:t wo were ROil\~ to roco r a.cts, no O."l.ttor how 
hard or difficult tho:;n ft1cts t:llgl-'.t bo, tnd ~t it 1fWJ rey f inn belief thet 
the only thina we bed to fe!'.l' "us fe:>r itnelf . 

I believed thon -- and I !atOll' r.or1 -- t hnt oul" J.eople would eu lport det­
inito action that sou,-;ht the goAl of ')iVi1J8 cv'lry rnn hi~ due. Lcad.ers11ip , 
I hove triod to gi vo; but tho groat ond :>'IO~t irlportent fnct has been the 
response -- tl1e wholehearted response -- of AI:erice . ..o havo rcca:-tured and 
rekindled our pioneerine spirit . ·!e he.,•e inai:Jted tht'.t this shell alr.ay:l bo 
n spirit of justice , a S"?irit of tenmwor:: , a. 3:>!1-it of sacrifice , n.od , o.bovo 
o.ll, c. S!"irit of' nolghborllneol'l , 

We hovo eo~)lt to 1Jdju3t the ,rocesses of inrlustriel and 8.Gl'iculture.l 
lire , tt.nd in 30 do1r.g we havo aoug.'l.t to ViC'W the pict ure ea a trllole . Revivnl 
or industry , redeMption or agricnlturc, :reconstructi on or banki ng, develop­
ment of public worlcs , t..'le liftinr of crush i ll!; dnbt -- all those in every port 
of the r-:o.tion call for a willingness to sncritice i ndividual gai nB, to work 
together for tho public weli"e.re and ror the :ru.ceoso of a broe.d national 
pro~run or rocoVOl'Y , He hove to hove coure.13e Me' discipline e.nd \·ision to 
blaze tho new troilo in Ute; but underl yine; ell our efforts 19 tho c onvic­
tion thnt men cannot live unto t.'Jenselves elOI!O • . '. del:'OCrtlC~ MUst bt bound 
togother by the ti'lU of noighborlincsa . 

'Ihat tie ha:1 been tho guidina: spirit or your trork tor the sick r 
the chtldron in need, nnd to:- the aged F.nd f r i endless. :.nd: you who 

1 ba~~ 
participated in the actual day-to- dc.y work: or procticol and useful obarity 
wwJerttord ..ell t.bct no !R'OS:I'e.-"'1 or recovery can suddenly restore 0 u our 
pnoplo to solt-sUPlXlrt. This is the ti~ when you and I }Qlow that though 
1re ha~o proceodod a portion or the 1rey, !he l onger , harder part atill Uea 
ahead , end thAt it 13 for us to rodou~Jle our efforto to care tor thoao who 
r:~.~st still depend u:oon relief, to prevor1t tho cUsintegration of home lire 
nnd to stnnd by the victins or tho de;:n:oession until i t 1.s definitely :pe.:'Jt: 
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The F'edorol Govonunont has inuugurated now moMures or relief on a 
va8t ece.lc , but tho Foderel Oo·tenunent c11nno"o, end docs not intend, to 
telco over t~e wholo job. !bny ti.:~es I b~ve int~i!lted that every conmunity 
and every stute !'lUst first do their share. 

Out or tbh picture we a ro developing u new science ot soci a l treat­
ment end r ehab111to.t1on -- working it out through an uneeltiab partner­
ship between all ch\ll'Ch and privcte soc i al service agencies with the 
agencies or Covornnent itl'lelt . FroD the point or view or the fixing or 
responsibili t i e:J , the ~evention or overlep,in.r, end or 'liGate, and tbe 
coordination of ettorta, we nre m!dnc enormous stridoe with every passing: 
dey. But back or the cooperctive leadership w!lic!1 i:J showing ihelf in 
every part or the Country, t!tero are two other vital reusonff ror tha main­
tenance of the or:t'ort::. or the churches 11nd other non-governnental groups. 

The first of those ill that much ns wo .<Jtrive for the broad principles 
ot soclc.l justice , tho actunl application of these principles is ot 
necessity an lndividuul th l l1G , - a thing ;,bleb t ouchea lndlvldu&l Uvea 
and lndi vidual ta."tiliea . No gove:rnli'l'lntsl orcn.nization in ull histor~· 
bu b8cn o.blo to k oe!) th9 hW"lnn taco::h to t he sun~ extent as church and 
private ef'tort. Govo:-:ru:10nt can do mllly things better then private 8880-

eiationa or eiti?.ena, but in t he ln.st Ol'..Rlysi:!J auecoas in personal t:JS.tter:!J 
depends on the porsonel cont('ct bot~on nel!")lbor and neighbor. 

The other reason Uoa in the tee t thet the p!..'Ople ot the United 
States still recognize, o.nd , I believe, J:Qeognize with tin:JDr taith than 
ever betore , that spiritual ve.lues eo•mt in the lon'!! run more than rm-
terial values. Those who have aoueht by edict to eliminate the rigbt or 
mnnkind to believe in Ood and t o practice tha t belief, have, in every case, 
dhcovercd soonel' or letol' tl!o.t they nre tiltins in vai n against an in­
herent , easentinl , undyi ne qual ity , and imleed neceuity , or the hlliMn race ­
a quality and a neces3it!' which in every century hnve proved an essential 
to pert:anent progross , 

Clear t h1nk1nR ant! eornest effort end sincere faith will result in 
. tboroughgoine support throughout the r1bole !:Stion tor errorts such as 

yours. 'n:te spirit ot our peopte 'las not been 4o.unted . It hao come thrOugh 
the trills ot thoac dP.ys unafraid. p:e ~ave ventured. e.nd we have won; we 
ohall \'enture further and we shall win. The trodt tiona or e. great people 
have been enriched , In our noasu.:.·e of :-ec~ver" and or relter we have pre­
served all that ia beat in our histor:.• R.~d are bulldil\3 th'lreon a new 
s tructure -- strotlfl: and firm and pe~ent , 

I can never o:":!)ress in \lords whnt the loyalty o.nd trust or the t.~tion 
have meant t o t.lO , Not for n r~oment ha,•e I doubted t hnt we would cli:nb out 
or the valley of gloom. Alwaya hnve I boen certain that we would conquer , 
because the spirit ot J rnoricfl srringa fro.'li faith -- taith in the beloved 
institutions ot our land, and o true f'.nd abiding faith in the divine guid­
ance or God. 
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Octobe:.· 4 , 1?33 

In the l'l.idet at problmj,.') or uz.t e;·i o., thtn··s -- iu the licci.l'KI &i;C or 
tnvt'lntion, or tlnanco , or i nternationr l :;;u.sp1c1on en::\ rone"'led ar~-nmnt -­
every one or WI ta.L'1t sol n M.tisf ectlon c.nd ::;trenro:th in the !tnowlodgo ti.nt 
social Ju::;tice h becot,li!'lfJ em overgrow!~ r.,ctor and influence in alrlost 
every pert o.~ t he world . l?ith every !X'3Sin'I yeer I bcoone nore confident 
tbnt humnity i o fi'IOVil'l{" forwr'lrd to the ~,..actlcnl o.pplicntlon nf tl'.e teechl!lf,ll 
or Christlr.nity ns tho~' a~fec.t the inGi v!d\U\l lives of 'Y!D and woul!ln . 

It h fitting thnt this annual ~!ution&l Conference of Ce.tholic Chnrit i en 
should celebrate elso the contonnie.l of tt:e ~octet~· of 3t . Vincent de "'nul. 
I li'fe t o re11e.Wor tho tuunt of ethei:.Jts And enc1".1cs or the Christian ro­
li;ion in t ho T·n:rl:J or 1833, l'lhf}n the~· dor.:a.ndel\ of tho ohurcheo , "<;how WI 
your worl<a . " I liko to thi n': o•· t~e accc:ptanco of th&t chlllle:l{!'e tnd the 
dect~:~lon to shoo thl t Cbr18t1an1ty r1s'J not dec.~ , ;md tb'lt t !le dcedo of Ghri a­
tillns "701'0 i n accorde.nco w10::1 ti11>ir fat t h , ;fhon I r onlizo that thi.:J ono 
!lOCiet~· . l r.at yAfU', in t1'1oir taok of vi~:~itation ot!d r t"lief ,.,f the ~11r in 
their own ho· ~a , i n hosr1t dn o.nC insti t utions , aic"ed :-ere t hsr. one hundr ed 
&nd. fifth thousand fwn111os ; und tnt·t other gret~t orgunize.tior.a 01' :t.on ll!l.d. 
womon ecnnectcd. 1'1'1 th all tho churches ir. ~.11 tho lMd are wor'cir~ P'i th eim.il&r 
un.solfiahnou for the dlorle.tlt.n of htn:: .. n :.Juf~ering and t~e rtc'1ting or hUJ"66l 
m.·ong, I 11."1 eonn~d in t J" <loe}l belief t'la~ Cod 111 :mrchin~ on. 

soven I:JOnt~t~~ 0."'0 thia vor7 da."' , s tandirv_; c t the ,arte.l 'J o" t!le ~OJ:-itol 
at '.'11nh i~ton, about tc- e.ssi.Oe t: .. e reS"t~O!lSi'!lilitif'la or t!Ie :-'renld.cnc!', I 
told the 1X!Ople f'Jf J..meric.:a t"!&t wo were ~1!1(~ t e, r nco r~cts, no o..t tor bow 
hard or d.trtieult those r .:c ta !:light be , : nd t b:::t it -rton ~ f1 :Mll belief that 
the only thi ng "tl h11.d t o ro~l' " us f e N· i toelf . 

I believed t hen -- and I !mo:J r.ow - - tltc.t our peep!,.. woul<! sn·,oort de!­
t nit e action th:..&t sou..;t- t tho sorol of ;::tviug oV"l""J ; :an hi.s 1\ue . Lca.ders~tlp , 

I havo tried to give ; 'hut tho greet and :"ll:>t i.nporta'lt feet hall b<>e n the 
response - - the 'll'holehcarted response -- or k:crice. . ; ·o havo reca;-tured end 
rokindled. our pioneerir.oe spirit. -te have lnnioteJ t hl't this :shall alr.ayfl bo 
o. s pirit of justice , a s ')1r 1t of teO!lltiOr:: , o. :s~'!rit of ut'crtt l e&, ant'l , nbovo 
oll, o. s!)irit ot noighborlil\1!33, 

"'e huvo &OuQlt to edjuot the ~rOCO:.l$08 Cf industrinl ond 8(TiCUltU~l 
life , e.nd. i n &o doir.g lfe havo sought to vi P\7 t he ? icturo o.s a ''hole . :levivc.l 
C'f industry, r edaf'J!)tior. of ngrioulturc, r econstruction or banking, d.ovo1op-
1'118nt or public l'fOrlcs , t.'le lift ing or crush i ng debt -- a ll these i n every }X\rt 
of 'the Nation call for o. will i ngness t o anorit1c.:e indivldU!Il soino, t o rrorlt 
to~ther for tho 't)Ublic ilel1'nre and f or the success of ll broc.d nat..ione l 
pro::,Trun of roeovecy , He hove t o bnve col!re~e nnd discipline nnd vision to 
blnzo tho n~m tro1lo i n life; but und.orlyinc; ell our eti'orts is tho convic­
tion that rr.en cHnnot livo un.to thensel vea alor.o . 1. J et:Oorocy MUst be bound 
tost-ther by the ti11u nf not ::-.itborlinese . 

'Ihe.t t1a hao been t ltn sutding 81>1l'1 t o::- yvnr t-or!c tor the sick for 
the cblld:ron in nood, t..nd for the uaed xxJ friendl ess: J.nd you who ' have 
parttel p.3ted in the e.etunl d3y-to- d ::.y work of' pro.ctlccl c..nd u.seful charity 
understand. well tha t no ,rocra~l of reeov11:ry csn sttddonl•• ros toro a ll our 
people to self- :sUTJJ.>Ort . 'ibitl ie the tl.~ when you end !: know that though 
lie hevo procoodod u portion of tho wa:•, !he lone:er , harder part still lies 
aboed ; and that it is for un to roc!ou'l l o ow· efforts to CtU"fl tor those who 
J:IJ.!Jt still depend U!'IQn relief , t o prevoilt t he disintegration or bo;:oo life 
and to Stl\nd by the v!Ctir!lfl or the do!)resston until it 1s lfet1nitely paot : 
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The :Federal Gt:IVOl:'lll!'IOtlt has i nuugureted 1'8\1 r.IOt\Surts or relief on o. 
vest ecele1 but the Fedc1·t'< l C'oovenu'ltmt cunnot , ond dooa not intend, to 
tr.ko over the wholn Job . !hny ti,"De I b1we !nniatcd thot every conmunity 
l&lld every stute r:uut first do thoir share . 

OUt of this picture 'ilS (11"8 ~evelopi fi6 a now ecionco or soci a l treat­
oant and rebftbilitntion -- working it out t.'l.rOU(';b en unaeltiah partner­
ship between all church e.nd prh'cte socie.l s ervice agenciea with the 
aceneiua or Covern.~nt 1tr.elr. Froo tt.e ~oint · or view c.r the fixing or 
responsibilities, the !'l'evontion o f overlup,t.r.;, and of .-;t.Sto, und the 
coordi nation of effort31 we are l!ll..lt'in{; cnol""!Klu.s strides wt th eve~· pa:5sing 
da y , But beck of the cooperctive lfloder3hip w!!.ic!l 13 ehowins: itself in 
ovary !)llrt of the Country, t:1ero arc tr.o other vi t n l reasons for t he t.lllin­
tenanca or t he effort:! of the churches an<" other non~aovernnental groups. 

The first of those i n t hat much ns '!IC strive for t he broad princi-ples 
of socic.l justlcc , tho ectual appl1c t;t1on of theee principloo 1e of 
necessity an individual thin.; , ~ l\ thine; which touches individut.l lives 
and individual rwriliea . l'O E;overnnental o rcan1zation i n t~.ll history 
has been abl o to kec~ the hunc.n touch to the s~ oxt ent as church am 
printo errort . Covo~»I"Lt cnn do toony thin~:;a better than priv..,te asso~ 
elations or citizens , but in the lnst al"'~tlys1s succoss in peraol"'al !:IO.tte rs 
depo"nds on the por sonel contcct bet':TBon neighbor :tnd nei.V.bor. 

Th.e o the r reoa~n ltea in the tnct t;tt:t t;be JX")Pl" or the United 
States still recognize, snd , r believe, r-'co:;n1ze with t!~r faith than 
eve r before, t.b.at spiritus! values count in the lon" run nore than ma-
teria l values, Tho~ !Yho bave sought by edict to eliuinute the r ight or 
mankind to believe in God nnd t o prac tice that OOlief , have , in ev~Jry case, 
dbcovered :~10onel' Ol' hl.tor t hnt they are tilt!~ in vain against fln in­
herent, e39entio.l , undyi ng qur.lity , ancl 1r.deed necessit y , or the hw:t'l.n r~ce -
a quality and n neceasit!' t:hich in e very centur:: hllve proved on S99&:Jtinl 
to pel'lil'!.nent pror;1·e.,s . 

Clear thinking M d ezlrnost oftort e.nd sincere faith lt"ill result i n 
thoroughgoing support t hroc.s:tout ti!e .vhole Nat ion ror efforts such es 
70urs . ~e spiri t or our peorle hos not been d•1unted . It tw.a come through 
tbe tr13ls or tbooo days unafraid, ~:e have ventured t'.J\d we have won; we 
:Jball venture further Md we shall wi n. ':"be tr~di~iOM of :1. great p~ple 
beve been onrichod . In our nossure or recov£1~ ro nd or roller we be.ve pre­
sorved ell thc.t ie bes .. in our histor!• &.'ld ni'il buildin,: thoroon a new 
s tructure ~~ strong ond firm and peronnent . 

I con never C:o':!'J'asc i n oordtl ..r.,at tho loyalty ond trust or t'la Nation 
have meont t o r.~e . Not for a r1oment ha·:e 1 doubtnd thnt \l& would cli:nb out 
of the vo.lley of gloom. AlwAys have I boon certai n t hc t re 'II'OUld conquer , 
because the spirit Of '· n'XJriC:\ S"'lringa i'r~;; fa ith w~ faith in the bC!loved 
i natituUons of our land, end a true f'.n~ e.bidine faith in t he divil:e zui<l­
ance or God . 
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ADDRESS OF THE PRESI~I~'l'- · f ' 
TO THE CONFERENCE DINIIER 

NATI ONAL CONFERENCE OF CATHOLIC CHARITIES 
GRAND BALLROOM , WALDORF ASTORIA HOTEL 

October 4 , 1933 

Cardinal Hayes, Your Excellency , ladies and gentlemen: 

Coming down t hrough t he crowd t hi s evening, my 

old friend , Monsignor Keegan , paid me the nices t compli-

ment I have had since thE f ourth of March because he said, 

"Remember, r~ay back before t he fourth of JJarch , when you 

said you woul d come t o t hi s dinner in October? And now 

you have come . 11 

In the midst of p r oblems of material things --

'· in the machine age of invention ~finance, and of inter-

national suspicion and renewed armaments -- I t hink t hat 

every one of us must gain satisfaction and a strengt h in 

the knowledge t hat soci al j ustice is becoming an ever-

gr owing factor and influence in almost every !)art of the 

world~ \Vi t h every pas si ne; yea r I become more confi­

dent t ha t humani t y is moving forward to the !)ractical ap-

plication of the t eachings of Christianity as they affect 

the individual lives of men a nd women ! ver y1vhere . 

I think it is fitting that this annual National 

Conf erence of Ca t holic Charities should celebrate also, ~ 

the s~~e ~· the centennial of the Society of St . Vi ncent 
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de Paul. I like to remenber the day a hundred years ago, 
'lr 

t he taunt of athei sts, the taunt of.,the enemies of t he 

Christian religion 1n the Parts of 1833, when they denanded 

of the churches, "Show us your works . " Yes, I like t o re-

member it because of the acceptance of that challenge and 

the decision t o show that Christianity was not dead , and 

that the deeds of Christians were in accordance with their 

faith. T~one Society , this past year, in their task of 

visitation and r elief of the poor in their own homes and in 

hospitals and institutions, aided more t han one hundred and 

fifty t housand families 1nthi n the borders of our country; 

and, with ot her e;reat organizations of men and women con-

nected l?i th all the churches in all the land, _ll 1.s working 

with similar unselfishness for the alleviation of human auf-

fering and the righting of human wrong . ','/hen I think of t his 

I am confirmed in my deep belief tha t God is marching on . 

Monsignor Keegan has mentioned the fact that seven -
months a go t his very day , standinG at t he portals of the Cap-

i tel at Washing ton, about t o a ssune the responstbili ties of 

the Presidency, I told the people of America t hat we were 

e;oing to face fact s , no matter how hard and how difficul t 

those facts might be , and that it was my fim belief that 

the only thing v1e had to fear was fear itself . 
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I believed then - - and I know now -- that our :oeople 

would support definite action that sought t he goal of giVing 

ever y man his due . Leadershi p , I have tried to give , but the 

g reat and t he outstanding fact, my fri ends , has been the re­

sponse -- the wholehearted response -- of America . As we have 

recaptured and rekindled our pioneering spirit . We have in­

sisted that it shal l al ways be a spirit of justice, a spirit 

of teamwork, a spirit of sacrifice, and, above al l, a spirit 

of neighborliness . 

~e have soueht t o adjust the processes of industrial 

and agricultural life , and in so doing we have sought to view 

the picture as a whole. Revi val of industry , redemption of ag­

riculture , r econstructi on of banking, devel o:oment of public 

wo rks, the lifting of crushing deb t -- all these i n every part 

of the Nati on call for a vnllingness t o sacrifice individual 

c;ains, to vrorl< together for the public welfare and for the suc­

cess of a broad national prog-ram of recovery . We have to have 

courage and discipline and vision to blaze the new trails in 

life; but underlying all our efforts is the conviction that men 

cannot live un t o t hemselves alone . A democracy , t!!!:._ r ight kind 

or a denocracy, is bound together by the ties.of neighborliness. 

That tie , ~riends , has been t he gui dincr spirit of 

your work for the sick, your \70rl' for the children in need, and 

for the aged and friendl ess . And you who have parti cipated in 
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the actual day- to-day wor k of practical and useful charity 

unders t and well that no p r ogr am o f recovery can suddenly 

restore all our people to self-support . This is the time 

when you and I know that though we have proceeded a por tion 

of the way, the longe~ , harder part still lies ahead; t o 

redouble our efforts t o care for those who must still de­

pend upon r elief , t o prevent the disi ntegration of home 

life, and to stand by the victims of the depression until 

it i s definitely past . 

The Federal Governnent has inaugurated new meas­

ures.of r elief on a vast scale, but the Federal Government 

cannot, and does not intend t o , t ake over the whole job. 

Many times~ have insist ed that every community a nd every 

state must first do their share . 

Out of this picture we a re devel opi ng a new scienoo 

of social treatment and rehabilitation -- working it out 

through an uns elfish partnershi p , a partnership between 

~reat church and private social service ar encies ~ith the 

agencies of Governmen t itself. From the poi nt of view of 

f i xing r esponsi bilities , t he p r evention of overlapping , the 

preventio~ of waste , and the coordinati on of effort , we are, 

a ll of us , making enor mous s tride s with every passing day. 

But back of that cooperative leadership that i s showing 
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itself eo splendidly in every part of the country, there 

are two other vital reasons for the maintenance of the 

efforts of the churches in every part of the l and . 

The first of these is that much as ~u and I 

strive for the broad principl es of social Justice, the 

actual application of these principles is of necessity 

a n individual thing, - a thing that touches individual 

lives and individual families. No governmental or gan­

ization in all hist ory has been able t o keep the human 

touch to the same extent as church effor t and pr ivate 

effort. Gover~~ent can do a ~~t many things better 

than private associations or citizens, but in t he last 

a nalysis success of this lcind of 1•ork i n which you are 

engaged
1

depends on the personal contact between neigh­

bor and neighbor . 

I think that the other reason lies in the fact 

that the people of the United States still recognize, and, 

I believe, recognize with a fin1er faith than ever before , 

that spiritual values count in the long run more than ma­

terial values . Those ~e in other lands , ~I-aay 

this advisedl y, those in other lands who have sought by 

edict or by lal'! to eliminate the ri r ht of mankind to 
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believe in God and to practice that belief, have , in every 

k nown case , discovered sooner or later that t hey are tilt-

ing in vain a gains t an inherent , essential, undying qual-

ity, indeed necessity, of the human race -- a quality and 

a necessity in very fact \vhich in every century have pr oved 

an e ssential t o permanent pr ogress , and I speak of relig ion. -
Cl ear t hinking and earnest effort a nd sincere 

f a ith will re sul t in t horough- going support throughout t he 

whole Nation of ef forts such as yours. The spi r it of our 

people has ~een blunted, it has not been daunted. It 

has come through the trials of these days unafraid . We have 

ventured and we have won ; we shall venture further and we 

shall win ~in. Yes, t he traditions of a e reat people have 

been enriched. I n our measures of recovery and of relief we 

have preserved all that is best in our hi story and~ a r e 

buildins thereon a new structure -- stronb and firm and 

permanent . 

I can never express in words what the l oyalty and 

trust of the Nation have meant to me . Not f or a moment have 

I doubted that we would climb out of the valley of gl oom . Al-

ways I have been certain that we would conquer, because the 

spir it of America springs from faith -- faith in the bel oved 
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institutions of our land, and a true and abiding faith in 

the divine guidance of God . 
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in tho 
/ .-

chino aao ell invcn Uoo , ell rinonoo, 

or international ouspi o1on lllld r oncmod um.amont 
t ~ - ovory ooo ell uo Clllt coin sat1c1'aotion and 

stroncth i n 1ho koJatl.lldco that soci a l jootioe is 

bacomlng an oTo~al.na raotcr and 1n1'luanoo in 

al.l:lo3t avery pnrt ell the \'lorld• l l"' i th ovory pasoin8 

1oor I booof"le =o oon1'1dont thnt hu::lanit'1 1s m vim o '"\... 

ronmrd to tho ;..raot1oal a.>Pl1ootioo or tllo toocb.-

ins& or Chr1st1o:n t1 o.a tho/ or root tho 1ndivi eluo.l 

l1voo or rr.en and 'IIOl:lOil • V.,. 
/1.. It 1a !'itL1n& tbot this annual r:st1ooal conror !llos 

v---. 
o1' Catholic Gbsr1t1oa ahould oolobrote slao"tllo 

ocntcmnisl or ~...!!. :.oo1ocy or st. Vincent de Po.ul. I 
~·I "--"-")- r. 

l1ko to rwJwbo, t M taunt of athsioto ~ onmios or 

~!le ... llristian roli:::i " -1 in tbo r>u r io' 16~3 , nbon tbo;v 

-dOD. or tho cburcbCII , ""bow uo yoor oorko. " 0 Ill~ \ ._J>'> 

~Bte ~e ~~ or tuo c.cooptonoo or that obsllanso and 



the dooioion to ahon tho t Cllriotiani ty 11as not doad, 

and that tho doods ot Christiano woro 1n aooordanoo 

'l'litll tboir faith. (,~~abto tMt tsn cznr 
0 

:'le!l~~ 1n thoir task ot visitation and 

rolict ot the P<>?~thoir ~ hJCoo, ~ 1n hoopltalo 

a.nd 1not1tut1ontJ~ed -r~ ono hundred and 

t11'ty tbouaand tm111cs t~ tlia¥ otb .r eroat 

or;;;aniza t iona at !!:Oil and \'IOOCD oon::ootod e1 th o.ll. 
'io 

the ohuroheo 1n all the land ~ ~rkinG with oilliUor 

unoolfiohnooo for tho olloV1otion of lluosn outfer111G 
~z..-r.. 

and tbo r1aht1n6 ot hum:m wrona, A. eo confirmed 1n I!Q" 

doop boliot' that God 1D r.orohil'lG on. 

•r-J L-' 
~~ ~....,,.,.. contha tll,O t .• le vswy dtl¥1 atondina at the 

l~-'f portola of tbo Co pi tol at ••nohiOGto. , about to a11ou:no 

the roop onD1b111tieo ot tho Prcaidanoy, 1 told tho 

poople ot .t.oer1ca tbo t no wore t;0111G to taco faa ts, no 
/P. 

cat tor h:l11 hard ~ d11't1oult thooo toots might be, and 

that 1t was my tire bol1of tbot tho onl;r thins wo had to 

toor waD feo.r 1 tsolt. 

1 boliovod thon -- ~d 1 knott no~ --- tbat our 

pooplo would ouppart dotinite action that souuht the 



-r ~oal. or giving every J:Vln hill dUo. Loo.dorohip, I 
..,& 

hove triod to give ; but tho groat~ 
~I:> 

~ rsox llnB bean tho roopoiUid - the l'lhol ohoor tod 

rooponoo - or AmOrtorfSX:o lltlvo rooap turod and ro­

kindlod our pi onocr 1nc op1r1t . \jo havo ioototod 
;(it 

t bat ~\shall al.nayo bo a op1r1t ot juot1oo, a 

~1rit or tOODI!ork, a spirit or oo.ortrtoo, ond, abovo 

o.ll, a op1rtt or noi{;hborl tneao. 

,;o hove ooll(",ht to adjuat tho prooaoooa ot 

tnduotrtal ond aartoultural. ltro, nnd in oo cotna To'o 

have uought to vien tho ;>icturo o.n o \'lhol o. novival. 

or tndUDtry, rcdo::tpttoo or oanculture, reconatruct1m 

or bonkinG, dovolopracnt or public var:ro , tho Utttna 

or oruohlnc <lobt - o.ll tbooo 1n oveey port ot tbO 

!lotion cnll for n w1111~ooo to ao.crittco 1nd1v1clual. 

c otno, t..> n"rk to0othor tor tho }1Ubl1c woltoro ond ror 

tho ouoooou or a broad no..tonnl proel'C!I or rooovory. 

\.a va to bavo couraao a..S dtooi;>lino and v1o1on to 

bl.aza tho now tr. Ua in lito; but undorlytns all our 

errarto t a tho oonv1o t1on that rn1111 ounnot ltYO unto 



~-" 
thGDBolveo al.ooo. A decoaraoy~~bound to-

sother b;r t.bo Ueo ot no1{lhbol-11n0aa • 
.-g 

"'nlat tie ,,hils b oon t.bo gu1din8 o 1r1 t or JOur 
~ 

ml'k ft:~r t.bo siok, ,\tor t.bo oh1ldron 1n need, Wld ft:~r 

tho asod end tr1endlooo. .And ;rou who bnvo po.rt1o1pat od 

1n tho a otucl day-to-day work of' pmot.ioal. and uaotul 

Ohorit;r undorotond woll thnt oo proc;ral!l of rooovor;r 

oan sudd0114' roatore a11' our poop lo to aol r - ouppart. 

Thio 1o tho ti.Do whorl you and I know thllt thOUGh no 

llovo proooodod a port~llo ~. tho l on(;or, hardor 

-<\?- pnrt atill 11co ohood;~a.t _!! 1a t9l' ll! t o redouble 

our ettorta to ooro for thooo who lllUGt ot1ll depend 

upon rc11ot, to prevent t.bo .U.a1ntoGl'Qt1<11 ot ha:le lite, 

and to otond by tho v1ot1oo ot tllo doprooo1on until 

it is dofinitoly pact. 
~ 

Tho :Uodoral Oovornmen t,1 !he 1naucurotod now mooourca 

or r ol1of on a v aot ooolo, but tho l!'odor.ll. C:ovornmon t 

cannot, and clooa 1~~ 1nton , to toke aver tho mole 

job. llony titltta '¥"have 1no1otod that ovor;r o=mit;r 

cmd yer;r atato IIIUot .t'1r::t do thoir ollore. 



~ 
/ Out or tblo pioture wo oro ~,~a now 

s oiomoo or social. trootnant and robob111tot1on -

11arktns it~ out tbrouc;h on UlUIOl.ttDb partnorDbip_, · ( 

botwoon ~ ollurcb lliid privata oooiol. oorvioo aeooo1oe 

~1th tho aeonoioo at Govornmont 1teol.r. From tho 

point or view or ~rixitu -#-rsspODDib1llt1eo, tbo 
~' 

proven ti<m at ovorlappine A.&4 or 11aoto, and the 

coord1na t1on or orrortf, wo ar~~i.uldnc anOl'I!IOWI 

otridoo W1 tb tnory pe.on1ng dey. But book or "-tl... 

o1>operattvo leoclerohip ~ 1D oboning 1tueJ.l~ 
ovory po.rt at the country, thero aro t110 otllor vital. 

r aavons ror tbo J:laintonanoo at tho errorts of the 

~~;r-g;r. 
oburohoa -~ ,.., 

The rtrut or tl!.ooo 1B that much aa,.n- strive 

ror tho broad pr1noipl.oo at eoo1al juottoo, the 

ootuul. oppl.ico~ion or Uleoo pr1no1pl.eo 18 or 
1.. 

nocoa~1ty on individual thina, - a thins~ twchee 

1nd1v14uol 11voo end 1nd1 vidual. ro.c11.1es . ~lo gOV81'2Dltl tel. 

organization 1n all biotor7 Ins boon ubl.o to keep the 
lo 

human touch to tho si!Do extant o.s ohurobt nd private 

lft;yt' 



f 

I 

I 
I 

I \ 

·-
ottart. OOTOl'IIDOD t OIUI clo mny tbin6o better 'tliaD 

privata o.oooo1at1ooo ar o1t1ZOIIB, but 1n tho lo.ot 
~ '"1.-"V' ...rr '-n v 

eJIAlyo1e DUOOOSO f.A po:l"'l011°] l:llltt8119 llgpG110 11, Oll tile 

poJ"'lOnal cont.aot botl'loon no1ahbar and no1chboro 

" (~'i'h& other rco..Bon 11oo in tba 1'uot thnt tho 

poa,l.o ot tbo Un1to4 :ltatoo ot1ll re<IC(;n1zo, and, 

I bol1ove, rooo nizo w1th~t1rmor toitb tban evor 

betoro, that op1r1tual. values oouot 1n tile l~run 
,(.'! ~( t" ' }(, (.,~( (" 

coro tbun llllltor14l valuos~Thoso~mo mv6 s ht by 
\V lA 

odiot'\to ol1m1nato too right ot nankbd to bcl10'fo 

b God a nd to praoti oe that b ol1et, bave, 1n eT0r7 y 

ctu~e, d1soover" a sooner or letcr that tboy era UltlnG 

1n vab ll60.1nst an 1nboront, essential , uo 11n6 qual.1t y , 

...mt 1ndood nooena1 ty, ot tho ln= race - a ~uaU t7 
.._..') '----

and n nctaoaa1 ty" <1h iah 1n ovory con tur7 .IIBvo proved an 

eoaont1nl to po=ont prosross. " \ ' /' CS) 
Clear tb1nk1t~ and aarnost ottort ond o1noore 

faith v1ll roll\llt 1n tho~otna IIIIPI'Ol"t tbroaE;hout 

' 

\ 

tbo whole llat1on ~ ottortn nucb aa JOU%' Tlle Gl>1r1t 
~ ~ ~ \\ 

ot our pooplo ban not bocm ~. It baa oa:e tllrotl&h 1\ 
'\ r 

1\ 



tllo trial.& of tboao d!JYO u:oarrni ,,Q' lla 't'O Val turo4 

IUld wolmvo oon;....-'110 ahaU vonture turtllor and 1111 ahal.l 

win~o tru.diti oDD at o. crout poopl.o llo.ve booa. 

enriched. In rur l:100D\11'0D ot reoovory o.ncl or relict 

we bn't'O prose.--vod o.ll that is beat 1n rur biotory o.nd Jdf9-­
are buUdin8 thoreon a nou otruoturo - otro~ and 

firm and pormanent. 

I o:m novor oxpross ~ 1n words \'Ill at the l.o;vul t y 

M d truot of tile lio.Uon ~J:Dtlllt to mo. llot tor a 

moc.ont llavo I doubted that wo ld ol11:1b out of 1he 
·'-

valley or Bloom. ...1"870 ~I aen oerta.ln tbo.t u o 

vaul.d OOnquar, bOOGUDO tbo opiri t of AmeriOB &pl'illGJI 

h'ola tlli th - faith 1n ~bo b eloved 1nat1 tutianc at our 

l:md1 and a tl"'lo r~~bicUDG tGith in tliO cUvino 

suldanoo ot G~. ~ '@ l.[!L · 
\ 
I 
\ 

\ 
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In the midet ot ~ problema ot uterial thin&a -- in the machine 

&8e ot inYent:lo~ ot tina.nce • ot i nternatiooal INI}Jioion and. renewed aru•nt ---

n e17 ono or '" 1111ot gain oathtaoUon a nd otrongth in tho knowledge that oooial 

Justice ia becoming an •••r-growing tactor and i ntluence in alJDOet eYer.r part 

or tho world . With ner:r paning :roar I beoc110 .. ro oontidont that -nU:t 

1o IIIOYing forward to tho practical application of the toaohingo ot Chriotianit:t 

ao thoy atfoot the indhidual lino ot ..,n and wc..,n. 

It 11 t1 tting that thil anmal National Conteronce ot Catholic Chari Hoo 

ahould celebrate aleo the centennial ot the Sooiet:.r ot St. Vincent de Paul. 

like t o romollber tho t&UJlt or athoilto and onomioo or tho Christian religion 

in t he Parle ot 1833, when the.r demanded ot the cbU.rcbee, "Show ue .rou.r worka". 

I like t o think of tho accep tonco or that chollongo and tho docieicn to show 

thot ChrioUanit:t wao not doa4 , and that tho doods ot Christiano llllili woro in 

" I • 
accor dance with their taitil. 'llhon I - that thio ono Sooiet;r, last :~oar, 

in their taek ot Yili tat:ion and relief ot the poor in their own home•, in 

""~· 'ff;. .. 
hoopitalo and inoUtuUono, &idod ~ ono hundred and tift:t thousand t omilioo; 

cll11rohe o in all t ho land aro working with oillilar unoeltiOhnooo tor t ho 



allniatlon ot bual1 ou!toring and tho righting ot hlui&J1 wro..q, I a• contir•d 

in .; doop boliot that God 11 lll&l'Ching on. 

Snon .. ntho ago thio •or-r da7, a tanding at tho portalo ot tho Capitol 

at YaohiDgton, abollt to ao111101o tha reopcnaibUiUoo ot tho Preoidono-r, I told 

tho pooplo ot Amlrica that wo wore going to taco tach, 110 ~~attor how hard cr 

ditticuU thooe tach lllight bo, and that it wao rq tin boliot that U.o cnl-r 

thing wo hod to tear wao tear Hoolt . 

,; 

I boliond then -- and I mew 11CW-- that Cllr people WOilld Ollpportl actlcn 

that oought tho goal ot ghing nor-r .. n hie duo. Loadorohip, I han tried 

"'-·· ,. .I 

to gin1 - tho groat tact hao been the DJ rooponoo - tho wholohoartod 
~ 

reoponoo - ot America. 'Ito han recaptured &Jld rekindled our pio110oring opiri t. 

I 
We han inoiotod that M , ohall alwa-ro bo a opirh ot JuoUco, a opirh ot toq-

work, a spirit ot eacr1t1ee, &n4 abo•• all, a epirit or ne1P,borl1neaa. 

Yo han oought to adJuot tho procooooo ct induotrial and agricultural 

lito, and 111 oc doing wo han o011ght to Yiow tho pictllro ao a whole. llnhal 

ot induotr-r, rodompUon ot agriculture, reeonotrucUon ot banll:1ng, donlop•nt 

ot publio worll:o, tho lifting ot cr110h1ng debt -- all thou in ne")' part ot 

tho l!aUon call t or a willingl10oo to oacritico indhidual g&1110, to won tcl!llther 



-s--

tar the publlo wolfar. and for the oucoooo of a broad uaUoD&l prosr011 of 

r.coTel'J'. Wo huo ~o ha" courap and diooipllD& and Tioiu 1o blaso 

tho now traUo in lifo 1 bv.t UDdorlTiag all wr offorto 1o tho condoUon 

ge~her b7 ~he Uoo o! noighborl1nou. 

'!'bat Ue hao boon tho guidiag opirit of T<Nr work tor tho oick, for .i:t.... 

oh1ldren in need, and !or the apd and friondlooo . And TOU Who ha" par-

Ucipahd in ~ha actual da7-to-da'f work of pract1oal and uootu.l chari v 

undoratand well thet no pro)lram of rooonl'J' can ouddolllT rootoro all CNr 

people to DDX 10lt-oupport, Th1o 1o tho t11M when 'fOU and I know tho t 

though we haTe proeeeded a portion of the wa7, the longer, harder part; at;Ul 

lie a aht&d' for ua to redouble our efforta to care tor thoae no mat atill 

depend upon relief, to preTent the diaintegration ot home lite, and to atand. 

b7 t ho Tiotimo o! tho doproooion until it 1o do!in1tol'f paot. 

... 
The Federal Go'Yil"DHDt h& e inaugurated new M&eure• ot relief d a •••t 

acale , bu't the federal GoYerD.Mnt oannot )aDI1 doea not inteD4 to take OTir 

\ ) 

tho whole Job. K&l!,r Umoolft! ha" inohtod that ""r'l oomlllll11t7 and '"r'f 

otato mot f,i1"411 !irot 18 do their omro, 



--
, Y' 

OU.t of thie pioture •• are wo•kl .. ..n: a new eoieace or aocial treat-

•nt aDd rehabilitation - - working it out through an unooltilh partDOrohip 

(UQ 
betwoon ~ ohurch aD4 printo oooial oonico asencioo with tho apncioo 

ot Gonmment itoolt . Prom tho point ot now ot tho fixing ot 

reoponoibiliUeo, tho prO'I'onUon ot onrlappi ng and ot note) and tho ooordi na-

t:ion ot ettor'\1, •• are -.king enor.au.a atr14ee witb. tYtr7 paaai.Dg d&J. JUt 

baclt ot tho cooperatin loadorohip '111ich 11 showing itoolt in .. or1 part ot 

tho 
the Countt7, there are two other Yi tal reaaona tor JIU m&intenance ot the 

ottorh ot tho churohoa aD4 other non-goYon>mental SJ"'"'P"• 

Tho firot of th• •• 1o that llllCh ao wo otrho for tho broad JIII[D priociploo 

of oocial JuoUco, tho actual application ot tho eo principloo 1o ct nocouh7 

an indhidual thins, - a thing which tcuchlo illdindual liYOo and indhidual 

t&~~~ilioo. l!o lfCYtrlliiiOntal orpuisaUon in all hhtcr1 hot boon able to keep 

the hu.man touch tO tht 1ame extent aa eharch and prlYate ettort. GoYeriiDint 

can do maJl7 thiuga bet'ter than pr1Tate •••ooiatione or eU:isena, b.lt in the 

' 

"' last an&l'J'Iil ouccou dopondo on tho parocnal contact botwoon noishbor and 

I 

noishbor . 

Tho other roaoCIIl lioo in tho tact that tho pooplo ot tho United Statio 
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'"ill recognise, and., I be lie•• • r.cognize with firmer tal th than eYer be tore, 

that epiritu.al yaluea cw.nt in Ute l oDg l'W1 more thaD material Taluea. Those 

who han ooupt b7 odict t o elW11a~e ~~ right ot II&Dldnd ~o beUno in God 

an4 \o practice that belief , haTe , in •••rr caee , diaco•ered lOaDer or later 

~hat *her aro U l Uag i n nin opinat an inhoren~,eoaontial, UJld7iag qualiv, 

and indeed noousUr, ot ~· hwu.n raoo - a qualiv and a neoeosiv ......,.. 

Which in tTer,- centur1 haYe pro•ed u eaaential '\o permanent progreaa. 

Cloar and 
DD thinki ag U earnoot ottor~ ani sincere taith will ruuH in ~horoup-

'--<·' 
going support ~hrousl>out tho Whole liaUon ;1

1 
ottorto such ao rouro. 'ftlo 

spirit ot our people hao not boon daunted. It hu c ... throu!ill ~· triah ot 

theee dar• unafraid. We baTe Te.a.tured and we ha't'e wonJ we ahall ••n~e 

tur~or and we shall win. Tho tradition• ot a great pooplo han boon onriohod. 

In our muiUrea ot reco••r.r and ot relief we haTe preeened all that 1a beat 

in our hiowrr and are bu.ilding ~oroon a ni'O' o~ruobu.ro -- o~roag and tir. and 

permanent. 

I can nonr o:rprou in wordo wha~ the l oraUr:P: and truot ot the lla~ion 

~ aant to mo. !rot tor a mo•nt han I dCllbWd that wo would olilllb ou~ 
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ot the 't'allty ot glooa. Alwqe h.&'t't I been certain that we would conquer, 

becauoe ~ opirU or Alllerica opringo rrca rai~ - taUh in the belond 

inotituUc111 or our land, and a true and abiding raith in the d1Ti111 suidlnce 

or God. 
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