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'l'IU.IIUOIVUO DJ.Y - 1911a 

BT Till: PRESI DENT OJ' Till: UNIT£D STA !IS OF .l.lll:RIOA 

A PROOLAIIATIOII 

The peo.,le of the United states have long oheriehed 

the ouetom of setting aside a day i n the autumn of each 

year to g1Te t hanks to God f or the bl eaelnga of lite . 

Tbla year it 1a ap:>:ropr iat e t hat we &.g!" in observe the 

wtae and rever ent custom. Tbe Rat ton baa abundant 

oauae for t ha.nkag1v1ng. Duri :og trying months we b&ve 

been given courage and fortttud.e to eurmount per a t atent 

obataol ea in our ¥ tlonal life . Our sanae of aoo1al 

juettoe bas deepened. We h:l.ve been given vision to 

IILke new provisions for humn welfa re and happlnesa, 

and in a spirit of muttml bel pfulneon we ha.vo cooper­

ated to translate vision into reality, A new hope per­

vades the l and , 

li'0\'1, 'l'HERF.fORJ:, I, FRANKLIN D. ROOIJEV£LT, Presi­

dent of the United St a.tes of Amertoa , hereby deatgnate 

Thursday, the t hirtieth c!ay of november 19aa, aa a &t.y 

of nati onal thanksgiving, and i nvite t he peoplo through­

out the nation to rest on t hat day from t heir l abors 

and to otter in their homeo a.nd plaoea ot worshi p t banka 

to Al mi ghty Ood. 

I Ii liiT!0'99 fH.xR.tor. I haTe hereunto eet l!iY hand 

and oauaed t he aeal of t he Un1 ted Sta tes to be affixed. 
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DOD at tho OUy of ll'aohillgtoo \bio 4&7 of 

By the President: 

Secreta ry of state. 

Ootobtlr, i n the JMr 

ot our Lord nineteen 

hundred and thirty-

t hree, and of the 

Independence of 

t he Un1 t ed St a t ea 

ot Amer1o& the 

one hundred and 

fifty-e i ghth. 



ftiAK.:ll YIIII DAY - l NI 

fiY !II& PRDI IlCJIT OF Till: UIIU~l!l B'I'A"'U OF AIIIIIIOA 

A PROOLIIllloTl OI 

'!he people of t he liDlt ed Ma' " baYe long olle rlebed 

t he ou.ot011 of oetUD!I u 14e a diJ 1n t he au,,_ of ""oh 

J ODI' t o g1Ya 'balllal to OOd f or the bleoa1~e of Ute. 

Tbll v•r 1t 1e &Jr'I'OJ)%"1"~te '&:bat • • IC1' l n obeen e tbe 

wtee and HYel"e''rt ouatom. 'fbe llatlon bU abundant 

been g1Yen ooumc• an::! tortltwSe to eu.rmount pel'ol et eot 

obaUol ea ln our nat ional llfe . OUr e enee of aoo1al 

3UIUOo bao ooepeDOd, Ce MYO been 11YOD Y1e 1oo tO 

au now proylalone to-, bw:en w lf'lH and. bapptnoae. 

aDd 1n a op1rtt of ... tu::l hol ntulMlle "ban oooper­

atld to t r lUl!tlato Y1a1on 1nto reo.Uty. 4 MW bope per-

401 tbe land. 

10'1 , Tlii'.P.I'¥'0!!1, 1 , J'IIANXLIJ J) , 110001Yi1.T, Pn11-

4ent of t ho Un1Ud St~soa of Aaortoa, herobJ 4oa1gmU 

'lhui'GIIIly, t bo t b1r t1etb 4ay of f. C>Yaaber 19~, u a day 

of MU onal t beDI<D81Y111(l. aNI 1nY1te tbe people t iiiOUGI>­

out the .. u on to l'lot on t bat dly fl'OII t be1r laboi'O 

aNI to otter 1n t bllr bomeo ~ pl~H of woroh1p t llU 

So Al.td.eh'J COd, 

I ,.Jf . .I WUP~OP, I h."l.Ye hereu.Mo H t 11iJ haD4 

aad oa.ueed ~· eenl of the tfnltod. ft t H to be afflaed.. 
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DOD &t - Cl\7 of h ... lag\OD tl>le .. , of 

Oot-~. ln tbe -~ 

of oou LOM DlnetMD 

l>w><IH4 IU>4 t bl"J-

tbfte, and of Ule 

IJI<\ep01\11e...,. of 

tbe UDlto4 Stat oo 

Of AIDOrlOO. ~ 

oD8llun<IH4 1U>4 

tlttr-elp n. 



.· 

1 .. THA~"KSGIVU:G DAY -- 1 33 

Stat es have long cherished 

the custom of sett i ng as i de day i n the aut umn of each 

ye&.r to g i ve tha nks to God 

This year it is appropr i at that we ag::J. i n observe the 

wise and rever ent custol!l. 

cc.uee for thc.nkegivi ng. J r i f!fS trying months we have 

been given courage and ffrti t ude to surmount persistent 

obst:lcl ee in our nation:{! life . Our sense of soci£1.1 

justice has deepened. fle have been g iven vision to 

nake new provisions f hu:.-an welfa re and happiness~ 

end in a spirt t of m u.:..l hel?fulneas Y:e h:::.vc cooper-

c. ted t o translate vi i on into rea lity . A ne\T hope per­

ve.dee the land. 

J I 1 FRAUKLH! D. ROOSE,IELT, Preoi-

dent States of .~merica. hereby designat e 

Thur sday, t he thi tiet h day of november 19:.s~ . as a day 

out the nation o r est on t hat day from the i r labor s 

and to offer 1 their hon:es and places of worshi p tha nks 

to Aln;.tghty God. 

I :: ili TiiSS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set rr.y hand 

and caused the seal of the United Sta tes to be affixed. 



- 2 -

the City of We.ehi ngton this day o! 

By the President : 

Secretary of State . 

October~ in the year 

of our Lord nineteen 

hundred and thirty-

three, and of' the 

Independence of 

t he United States 

of America the 

one hundred and 

fifty-eighth . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

october 2? , 193:3 

~M.IORANilJM FOR TilE P!k:SIDBN'r: 

Attached hereto you wil l f ind 

draf ts of Thanksgiving Proclamat ions submitted 

by Kirke Simpson , by me , by Mi ss Shannon of my 

office , and by the Sta te DepHrtment. 

SUggest your Procl amation b e 

prepared as s oon as poss i ble so as to pennit 

i ts d i s tri but i on by the State Department to 

American col onies a broad and by the c hur ch 

organiza t ions in the United States which have 

a s ked f or copies to be d i stribut ed to their 

church members t hroughout this country. 

'lT£PIIEN :>:ARLY 



From the blood and ashes of a cruel war we emerged 

s t ill a united nation end by the horrors of thot conflict , 

were t aught tne utter folly of an a~peal to arms to adjust 

our i nternational mi sunder atanding and t he lust and 

horror tha t fol l ows the evil pureuit of conouest or revenge . 

From the l as t year of nreck and ruin of the card castles 

I 
of mere material pro sperity we have learned the lesson of 

(sur e) 
the ~ ( punishment) of aelfiRh gr eed and the (impossib i lity) 

t hat men or nations can climb to l asting happiness by 

crushing down the ir neighbors. 

God grant, and for myself I hold it sure tha t our 

passage through the black days behind marks f qr more than the 

" end of a depr ession , that it marks a new realizing of our de-

pendence on each other and tna t we are beginning a new era of 

better unders t anding of the tie s that bind to neighbor and the 

(~) 
need of helping hi I -, , , if we would gain our own. 

God gr ant , and I hold it t r ue , tha t we have passed through 

of a new kind of nation, founded on 

mutual hel pness and a keen sense of our reepons~bility to see 
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to it thAt those le&& fo~tun~te receive the aid 

and support not only of oruselves as individuals but of 

the state itself . 

If this be true never had a people greater cause for 

(tberhsgiving) thanks , To those for Worn a brighter day 

is already brea~ing there should be no need for me to urge 

t hee to express their gratitude to the Eternal God. 

~ {t. .t 
To those who still J(~ in the dark shaouows of mis-

fortune, I would send thie message : 

God must at times use sharp tools to carve men to 

hi~ likeness and his priceless gift of patience comes most 

often wrapped in the harsh sackcloth of trial and adversity. 

LikewiBe it is not along the eaey path that we gain 

strength to conquer in this life but by struggling become 

strong. 
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Most of all for your confort in the winter that lies 

ahead I bring you the assurance that you need no longer feel 

either helpless or forgotten. That there are and will be 

a hundred hands stretched out to help you. That you may look 

confidentl ¥ to them for hel p and that from them help will 

surely come . Fear and the fear a f fear naed no longer dwell 

in your hearts. 

And now to all those who worship God in some accustomed 

pl ace I lay open to you the duty of their ass~y on this day 

to give due thanks , and I urge upon the Mayors of all our 

cities and all those r· "'-' '{ plans of public assemblage that 

on this day they throw open the doors of such places at a 

stated hour that all men and women may have the privilege of 

gathering together for a Thanksgiving which will be long 

remembered in years to come. 

§ur faces are set towards the rising sun. Our feet 

a re 
.\ 'f'-<'o.\. 

up the path of peace . For this we give 

thanks to t he Almighty Cod. 



A-fEt<£AS WE HAVE COME AGA I H TO THAT SEASON ~ 

LIB£RTV 'IE TURN CU~ H£ARTS TO REVERENT THANKSG IV I NG TO 

AU. I GHTY GOD \'/HO HAS /.lADE NlD PRESCRVED US A FREE PEOPLE_i 

1>10./, lHEREFOR£ , I, FilA.>KLIN ll£1-"',00 ROOSt:VELT, 

PR S I DENT Of THE UN I TED S TATES , DO SET ASI :>E AND APPO I NT 

THURSDAV 1 THE THI RTIETH DAV OF NOVEMBER , 1933 , TO BE A 

lJAV OF ilifTHANKSG I VI NG WHEN ALL OUR P~OPLE 1 !tM ..._IK 1 

AT HONE OR ABROAD, SHALL GATHER I N TH E I"t PLACES OF •NO RSH I P 

OR A/.I I D GLAD REUN IONS OF' SACRED HOME TI ES THERE, ·'liTH 

UPLIFTEI> HEARTS, TO GI VE THOUGHT TO THE BtNEF' I CENCE OF' 

DEVINE WILL fHAT HAS GU I DED US THR:JUGH THE STORM AND STRES 

OF UEARY EI GHT SCORE YEARS, THAT ST ILL l. l ADS US O:hiARD 

AND UP'..¥ARD TO A HI GHER , NOBLER NATIOflAL DESTI NV, .AV VI( 

T tlEU ft t::CALL n:· ID ~HAT DOUBTS AND UNC ERTA I NTIES OUR FATII~RS 

ST .IOD THAT FIRST THMIKSG I V!t~G DAV 1 A NE\Y-BORN tl ATION OU 

THE THRESHOLD OF THAT OESTI NY. ~ AY WE REMEMBER THE. BRAV£ 

VCT PAT IENT 
IIEARTS 1 THE UNCONQUORAB~ZEAL, TilE RlVERENT RELIAr\CE 

UPO DEV I NE GUI DANCE WITH WH I CH THEY PRESSCD EVER ON . 

0ND I £Sr•£C I ALL V URGE UPON OUR PEOPL,E TH I 5 YE.AR TtiAT I N 

OF'F'CR ING DEVOUT THANKS FOR T HE BLESSHlGS SO LAVISLV ; I 

)r;W!I ·CNT ABOUT US , filii« THEY HU~BLY ASK H IJ.I TO TEACH US 

HOW TO J. AKE THAT PLEt~TY AVA)",_)BI~E TO ALL PF' US AL I KE 

TtiAT wE t.IAY BE IORTHY Of OUR RI C!-' HCRITAGE j TO GRANT U~ 

ST I LL THE COURAGE: AND THI WI SOOM TO PRCSS F'OR.I'.,RD gQC 

VALIANTLY TO REALI ZATION OF THAT VISION OF A HAP PY PEOPLC 1 

F'RCE:. AND UIMF'RAI D I fl A PEACEFUL W RLD 1 OUR FATHERS 
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GLIMPSED SO LONG AGO. 

1 

,/1 
I 



By the President of t he Untted St.<tes of ·•ll'orica 

Thanksgivin ' Day - 1356 ~y 
y ·-·· " oo. ··~·::: .~ .. '~ ~ •• ,, '~ '"''''' 

annually to s et aside a day of nu.t' .,nal thti.nks!,..ivint~,. b.nd1 v-hoerP-tls , 

\ 

our Republic and people have enjoyed saretJ and havpiness , civi "!.. and 

religious libert~· , the fruits of the earth vllth rJhich it !laB l-·l<Jascd 

God t o bless us in measures far in excess of thoDE' P-njoyed by the 

founders of t his i nstitution - - they . ..,!10 h::td tho conrue-e und 

st«unch fa.i t h to celebrate and give t hanks wOcn tnere was but l ittle 

t o be thankful for , in conpa.rison with t he blessinc:s of this yett.r ; 

the insti tutton of Tilanks{P vine has more t hen !'u1filled t'>e l'liRston 

for which t he i'ilgrir:ts consecrated it and, whereas, VIe live in a land 

whic h tho Pilgr :ms never dreruned of and recoivP pre&t and various 

f avors wilicit i t htts ple~.sed God to confer u~aon us , 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, F~KLIN D. ROOSr~VELT , r'residFmt nr t.hA 

United States of "merica, hereby designat e Thursdny, the thir tieth dny 

of November 1955, as a day of national then~ sgiving , and i nvite the 

people throughout the nati.on to rest on that day from t hei r labors and 

t o of fer in their homes and places of worship thonl. s to dmighty God. 

IN iiiTNESS WHERIDF, I have hereunto set my bond and caused the 

seal of t he Oni ted States to be affixed. 

DONE at the City of Washington this day of October, 

(Seal) 

B:r the President• 

in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and thir t y ­

three, and of the Independence of t he United St.<tes of 

America the one llmdred and fifty-ei ghth. 

Secretary of State. 



By the Preoident o£ the Unit~d Stutes of ~\I'Dericu 

" fROCw>MnTION 

'lihereus, fr.,m the earl ) dtt.! s of this Republ 1 c it has been 
the custom to set aside annually a du;, o " National Tha.,'·sgivine, 
ror the l"rovidence of .H.lmiehty God , "or h:t.R btessln~s and for his 
kind c~,ro and protecti:m o!' the people of th~ s countiJ , and, whercus 

the people of this great Nat·onal huve in recent months snown by 

unpar alleled courage and sacrifice a wi U tngnetJs to aAsist and 
cooperate in correcting ecJOO"'~iC evils; that a great democracy 
born or the people and administered by the people i .:; capable of 
correctlnP' a nd assuagine its own ills that the man who lubors or 
has little m&tns is entitled to equal rights with his more 
fortunate brother; thut a realization tho.t the }.llenty or the 

nat· on is intended for all and not for a fnvored few; thut a 
helpful spirit, sympathetic to the correction of our econo~nic 
aft l1.cationa pervades this great people to the extent thbt thousands 

who a few montils ago walked t he streets hunery 1 lookine- for sooe 
way to earn the necessities of lire , have been restored to places 
of employment and their hunger has been a].:pt:~used; t~t we ure at 
peace at home and abroad; that. the na tionnl grunery !las been 
abundantly stored through the heneficience of 1.tn ull-wi ~e rarent : 

NOW, THERBFORE , I, FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVi!.L'l', ires~dcnt of the 

United St..;. tea of NT~erica , do h ... reby designate Thursdliy , Nov~rnber 

thirtieth, 1933, as a Nat:onal Day of ·.~.. aanl·sg:iving t o b!:" devoted by 

the peorle of t:-tese Oo;ted St'ltca t.o tile service of r.lmi~hty God; 
that they revOJrent!Jp and de•1outly asse!"lblc in their respective 
places of worshl.p lo.lld t ere tn lulcility and adorat ·on orre,.. up to 
God sincere th!l.'l~-s for t hese o.nd c untless ot:,.cr blcsain~s; tbt 
we beseech Him to purdon our na.tlonul tu1d ot:1er trunngr esR1ons; 
hnd implore HiD to emtble us t~.ll, whether in l"rivat~;~ or public 
stations, t o perform our several and relt!tivr:" duti es ;ror erlJ 1.nJ 
f.Unctuall.y to the end thnt His Great Ni ll m&y ~e done . 

IN r.-ITNfSS f!HLREOF , I have !lereunto set rey ~d and ceused tl'le 

seal or t h• Un' ted Swtes to be affixed. 

DONE at the City o·· Was'1tngton this __ day of ___ , in 

the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and thiJ•ty-t~eo, un:i :>!' tho 
Independence of the United St..'ltes of America tha one irundrcd 

(Seal) and fifty-eighth. 

By the President: 
Cordell Hull, 

Secretary of State . 

:'IWIKLIN D. r,OOSBV!<l.1 
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