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Ullit anCI rlt<tuce &M&Uenta a."\d to e:stabliah at but t.he ~rot.bilit.Y 

or •orld PN-Ce. 

t he ,.rt or tho Preddeot. eupport~ ly tbe boj)e& of the A11erican 

l"e •• a ;»MCetul Ration carmot obo:~don acthe aMreh tor 

ho;» or it- 'l'fl a.r11 co:a~ad t.o thitlk of our own Mtlonal ufet.,r . 

a.ru~e'lt• i ncreaao today at &n unprecedented and alara1nt rcou. At 

leoat Oll&-four t.h ot tbe •-orld 1 a po?UI&tion 13 toda,y inYolYGd in 11erc1leee 

den etAt 1nc contltct in apite of tba tact t.h•t ~•t jleOple 1..a .,.t 
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throughout the world 18 hi~. 

b Coa¥nder-1n-cbief ot the J.r.IIT II1Dd lluy ot tbe United 

States it 1a IIV conetitutional duty to report to the Conareaa that 

our national defense 1a in the light of tbe lncreaaing UMIIent.ll of 

other Nationa r:&de inadequate and requiree i ncreuee. 

In epite ot the wall-lrnown tact that the berlcan atandard 

ot lirln& •hs our ahi?l, our guns and our planes coat 1a0re tor 

conatruetion t.ban in aey other Ration and that tbe Mint.eaance of th• 

and of our Arll;y &nd N&'l)' )er&onnel 1a ~re ex}')enahe th&.n 1c &I'(( other 

Mr:.tion, it. b alao true that the j)roportion ot the coat ot our •Utt.al')' 

and n.nal forces to the total 1nc:o.v of our eiti.sena or to the total. 

coat of our nover112ent h far lower than 1n the oaae or any other groat 

Nation. Speci!icall.J and oolel,y because ot the pUlng up ot add ltlonal 

land and 8M &riNJ:IIents in other countries, I ll&ke the !ollodny, r eco•111enda-

tiona to the Congreas c 

(1) That there be authorised for the J.~ of the 

trnited St.Atee addl tlon11 to &ntl&ireratt Mt.eriel in the au. 

Of $1!5,800,CXXJ and that of thia BUll $6,8JO, O'JO \Je ap;>ropriat.ed 

tor the fiacal )'e&r usg. 



(2) 'ftlat. t.bere bt aut.horiaed and approprlat~ 

for the better eatabl.iahattnt of an anliat.d .. earn for t.he 

(&) That ther e be autbor hed the expenditure of 

16, 000,000 for tbe aanutac ture of ~gee, die• and other a1dl 

to ... nutacture of J.nv eat eriel, the 8WI of $5,0001000 thereof 

ap)'ro9riated tou.rd the ll&kln,g up of defic.i.onciee in &alM.lltition 

tor the~. 

(S) That the uiatia£ autborl".S buJ.idl."lfJ procr-

tor iocnaeea a.nd replaceaente ill the NaY)' be lacreued by ~. 

(6) 'nwt t.hU COngre3a authorize and appro;n-late 

tor the 4,ying down ot two additional batUeah1pe and two 

additi onal cnaieere during the calendar year 1956. "nlia wUl 

call for the expendit ure of a very IQI&ll &IIOuof or Go't'erJl!Nnt 

1\&rtdl durinc the tiec&l. ;reer 19&9. 

(7) That the Co~reee autborhe and appropriatA 

tor tbe expenditure of a sua !'lOt to exceed f,lS, OOl,IJCX) for the 

conttruotioa of a m.a.ber of nn t;ypee or eull .... uele, eucb 



ot new deTelopunta ..,ne !fadeaJ tiM to include the pre-

pa.rat.ion of plana for other types of ahipa 1n the evaot that 

it N3 be necauary to coru~truct web ahipa in · ba tutura. 

It ia neceasary tor s.ll or ua to r ... u .. that 

the unfortunate oircuutancea of tod&,f have resulted too of"ten in the 

diacarding or foraerl,y well eatablllhed ;>rinci plea or inter oational 

lawJ and t.h->' haYe reault.ed in the entrance of lloll.nJ' new factora into 

the actual conduct of wa.r. \ 
Jhatbar we lite i t or oot the fact r-.ins that \ 

the natioD&l. dafan.e of the OD.lted St.a.tea can DO lonc:er be CODdUct..d 

within aigbt or our long coast line on tao oceane . ~equate de!'anee 

111Mna that tor the protection not onlt ot our coaata tut &lao ot our 

coldUnitieo far ro~l'fed fro::~ the coast, •e IIWit keep IU\Y potentlal 

ane:.v hundroda and evan thousands of lllilea a•a,y troto our continental 

l111ita. 

r.a cannot 688WIIa that our defenae 1r0uld be lb1ted \ 
to one ocean and one coallt and that the other ocean and tl.ie other coast \ 

\ 
would with certalnt.T be M!e. J.dequate detenae atteeta therefore eiiiUlta.neoua 

defense of anry part of the United Statea or .U.rica. 
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It 1e our elMr dut¥ to !Urtb!'lr fner7 effort toward ;JMce 

but. &t the Hlle tbe to ;>roteet our llat1on. 

(lnd) 



(To be put on ae)llorat.e llb"t aDd 

i.DurtAd tv the Preaideat ) 

II\ a<ldition to thene r • co.mendatione I bellc!r" that the 

t!Jie haa eo:~~e tor the Congreu to enact leRial.ation a1Jied at the 

prnention ot protiteer1.na in tl:Je or war and the «tu-.l.batton or 

the burd:ene of poaetbl~ M.r . Such leg1alat1on hu beon the subject 

or tull atucty i n th.la and i'r&'t'ioua Congreeeea. 



TO 1U COIICRISS OF THE 010'1'£0 STJ.TPSa 

the CoD«~"aea knowa t.'lat tor Mn7 yeare I ban aouibt 1a 

•rv capital• dth the leadera of .ai11 Gonrruaenta to tind a •• ,. to 

Uait ud reduce anu.aenta &."\d to eatabliah at leaet tbe pro~bili \)' 

or world pa.aea o 

The CoDgreu ia a'Hl'e al&o that while these ottorta on 

the put or tbe Prellident, aupported ly the hopes of the Audca.n 

~ple, eontiaua aad 111ill continua t.b-.y have neTertheleaa ta.lled up 

lre aa a peaeet'Ul. Hatioa cannot a~ndon actin aea.retl tor 

a world aua ... nt to ll.ait a.ru.aenta and end a.g&r'eaaiono &.it it ia 

cle.a.r that untll aueh agreeaent ia r eached - and I han not s:hen UiJ 

hope or it - we &re eo•pUJ.ed to t!l!nk o! our own aational aa!et:,y o 

It 1a 111t.h the dHpeet regret th&t I report to you that 

a.r-..enta incrMu tod~ at au uni)reeedented a.nd alandng ra.tao it 

lnat on&-fourth of tb.e t~orld ' a popula tlon i a tod~ inTol Ted 1n • ereUaaa 

dnaat.&tin1 eontltct in aptt.. or the tact that .. ,.t ;taOpla 1n 110at 

cou.ntriaa, includicc tboaa where eontliet ragea, with to liTe at pea.eao 

iniea are fi&btinc in the Par .Eaet and in Europe; thouaanda or c1Ytiia.na 
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AI Co~M~.nd.r-ln-cbief or the ~ &Dd Rav ~r t.be U111.ted 

StAtet 1t h 19 eorutltuttonal dut.J' to r~~rt to the concre•• Uult. 

our national deft~n.u 1 11 l n the llgbt of the 1nc:reao1na eJ"NMnU or 

otbe·r !b.t.iona ude l nadcquat. and :requ1rea lncreac: ... 

In eplte of t.he wall-known f&et tha t the berlcan •t.andal"d 

eonat:ueUon tbu h &111 other lbUon and tha t the -.inte~e. of th• 

l«:.tlon, it. 1e a.ho true t.'lat the ;no;»ortlon of t.."'e co:at of our • Ut-ur.r 

and nn·al fOJ'U8 to the totd inCOMe of 0\U' c1t.1SeiUI or t.o tbti to\.&1. 

11'4\.ion. Spee1C1call.1 ar.d aolel¥ because of the ;dl1Q£ Ui) of to.d.dltlonal 

land end eea &1"3o&:!e n t ll in other countries, I Make thlil foll.od i\K n.tco ... nda-

tio:ut to the Congro1t11 

(1) That U.re be euth0l'1H4 for the A.r-.q of \he 

Onlted St.tttu addltlone to antiaircraft ater lel in t.b• aua 

for the fhcal 7e&r 19~9 . 



tor tbe better .. t.abUe.tt.nt or an .U.ht.ed h•ene tor the 

J.N7 the •ua or t4So,aoo. 

(&) That. t.bere be aut.horlaed the upendlture ot 

te,ooo,ooo tor the unu!scture ot s-«e•, dioe ancl other aid• 

to u..nutactur.t or Arttr materiel, th.e 8\.1!1 ot $f,, OOO,OOO thneot 

to be UV4trtded durin& the t1ee&l. year 111139. 

&p)roprlated t.oe&r::t the aaklfl& Ul) of datie;,ltnc1e• 1n &a-.ut1t.ion 

for tbe 1~. 

tor 1acr.aa .. aDd replac...enta 1a tbe lla"Y be 1.ocre.,.•d br !QJ. 

for the lti.YlDG down ot bo edd1tlon4l batUeehl:>e &nd two 

&dditlonAl cnabere durln,g the eal.fl!'lder 7ear 19&8. Tbia •Ul 

fu.nde du.rln& t be rtacal }'Mr lQU. 

(7) Tbat t.be CoQ~rose authorise and • :J;>rof)riate 



~rat1on or plA"l• !or ot.ner 'tiJ?e:t or ablpl 1n the e••nt. that 

It 11 nece.Mry for 4o.ll ot uu t.o re&lhe that 

the unrort.WUI.t. olrcuut.lne .. ot today bave resulted too ott.en in the 

d1acard1ng or for:Mrl,y well e~tAbliahed ;Jrindplea of intunatlonal 

law J and they have reaul t..ct 1ft the entrance of llliJV' oe• t•ct.ora lnt.o 

the actual conduct or •ar. 

lhetber we like ~t or oot the fact rexlna L~t 

the NLUon&l defenae or tbe United StAt.~" can oo longn be condaeted 

-.ane that tor the prot.eot1on DOt onl.)' ut our CO&J>te Wt Uao ot Ol.U' 

e nell{f hundrode and enn tbouaanda or .Ufjle kdY tl"olil: our eontln~t&l 

to one ocean and on. coaet and t..lat t.h.e other oe-.o. and the otller coaet 

de!et~u of IYir'J' part of the Oa.!.t.od Stateo or AaerlcA. 



but a.t tho HIM till• to .,roteet our Je.tlon. 

(bul) 



(To be put. on aei)illrate MHt and 

burled ~ t.be Prea tdeat.) 

ttu bu. eotte tor Ule CoiiiJ"en to enact leJrlelat!oa a1ud at t.~e 

pr..,ent1on or PJ"'!1teerin, i n the or Qr • nd tbe ~ualt.atton or 

or tul.l •t.ucb' in tbia and rertoua Con,greee ... 



but. at. the ... t.llle t.o protect. our Nat.ioo. That b tbe pu.rpoae 

ot tbeae reeoa-.nd• tiona. Such prot ection 1a and rill be baaed 

not. on iit.'!reaAt m b.l t i n det enaa. 

(end) 
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