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It is very delightful to me to become today an 

alumnus of American University . I am honored also in 

the association wi t h your new chancellor which it affords . 

It is a good thing for our Americ an life that 

this Universi ty should be situated i n the capital of 

the country . It is good in the opportuni ty which it 

g ives to hi gher educat i on to come int o a more intimate 

understanding af the problems of what we cal l r overnment; 

it is ~ood f or "overnment to expand its associ at i ons 

with the teachers and pupils o f a liberal inst itution . 

It is , of co urse , natural that I should take 

speci al i n terest in the announcement of the creation 

ot a School of Public Affairs by Amer ican Universi ty. 
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!!.any articles have been 1'71'i tten , many speeches are 

being made which seek to review and to estimate the 

history of the United States during the past year . I 

am willing to hazard the guess that few of these epitomes 

will stress what to me stands out as one of the most 

salient features of a salient year in our American life . 

I speak of the amazing and universal increase in 

the i ntelligent interest which the people of the United 

States are taking in the whole subject of e overnment . 

In cities , in hamlets and on farms men and women in 

their d~ly contacts are di scuss i ng, as never before 

except in time of war , the methods by which community 

and national problems are ordered ; and war is not , i n 
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the t rue sense , an exc eption because in such case ther e 

i s but a single objective . 

In the broader problem of eovernment of ell kinds , 

local and state end federal end international , we i n 

this count ry today ere thinking not merely in terms of 

the moment , but in terms that epcly to the rest of our 

lives end to the lives of our children. It is true that 

the immediate cause of thi s logical and deep- seated 

i nter est 11as a cris i s --- en im- ediate crisi s whi ch broke 

over our heads a yea r a go . I t would have been possible 

per haps f or a l l of us to have sought only a temporar y 

cure for the i mmedi ate i l l ness of the Nation . 17e can 

be thankful that we have studied and are engaged in the 
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process of eradicating the deeper causes of that illness 

and of many other illnesses of the body politic . 

In so doing , \Ve need very definitely practical 

contacts between the collegiate and educational \Vorld 

and the operati ons of ··overnmen . . The development of 

our economic life requires the intelligent understanding 

of the hundreds of complicated clements in our society . 

Government needs very definitely not only the socioloeical 

and economic points of view, but also the practical 

assistance of men and women who represent the academic , 

the business , e nd the professional elements in the 

CCilllllUni ty , 

'.'le need a trained personnel in government . We need 
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disinterest ed , as well as broad gauged public officials . 

This part of our problem we have not yet solved , but i t 

aan be solved and it can be accomplished without the 

creation of a national bur eauocraay vmich would dominate 

the national life of our r,overnmental syst em. 

That is why I am especiall·· happy i n the announc ement 

of the establishment of this School of Public Affairs . 

I can assure you of the hearty cooperation of the 

Admini stration . In the conduct of t h is school the more 

widely you can draw on every part of the !let ion for the 

membershi p of its student body , the greater will be 

its influence i n the dissemi nation of knowledge of 

government throur,hout the couPtry . 
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Among our universities , you are young: you have 

a great future -- a g reat opportunity for initiative , 

for constru ctive thi nking , for practical idealism and 

for rational service . 



ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT 
at the Installation of Dr. J oseph M. M. Gray 

as Chancellor of American University 
March 3, 1934 

It is very del i ghtful to me t o become today an 

alumnus of American University. I am honored also in the 

association with your new Chancellor which it affords . 

It i s a good t hing for our American life that this 

University should be situated in the Capital of the country . 

It is good in the onportunity which it gives t o higher edu-

cation t o come into a more intimate understanding of the 

problems of what we call government; it is good for govern-

ment to expand its associations with the teachers and pupils 

of a liberal institut ion. 

It is, of course, natural that I should take special 

interest in the announcement of the creation of a School of 

Public Affairs by American Unive r sity. Many articles have 

been writ t en, many speeches are being made which seek to r e-

view and to estimate the history of the United States during 

the past year. I am willing to hazard the guess that few of 

these epitomes will stress what to me stands out as one of 

the most salient features of a salient year in our American 

life. 

I speak of the amazing and universal increase in 



Franklin n. Roooevol t Library 

Th i e i s n trnnscr1 
Houae e tenor 
notes takC'n h 
made . Cnde 
extemporU:""' 
prcpcred rc 
no.renthc>t" t 

,J~F'!Ii "h p 

•tt'y c. ' u.· 
·'~'~ c .. :-:6 c py to!.:t. 

\ j" •hrt f hite 
:n '1 'i ahort.hrnd 

speech was 
•·ords 

r'"'f'"Ji.ouely 
.n 

, t· nr.h 
!CU:.>J./ prepared 

Fr:>nkli n D. Roooevolt Library 

This is a t:.nn~c'l"iJ.' .. _ r:ade bf the White 
House s t eno: 1 • .m hie •hot" tband 
notes taken [ .. t.' .a the eptu·rh Was 
made. Under] it:il i cnt~~o~ v:~=-C~J 

extemporanecu ;y to . ' J.o:'C' c·1pi~ 

prepared re3din; l " • Y:'C\:- in 

parentheses are v; Js .,... .. t ,, l'! oo _ ~o d 

when the speech was C'!i.h·~rea , though 
they appear in the previously prepared 
readi ng copy tez: t . 



- 2 -

the intelligent interest which the people of the United 

States are taking in the whole subject of government. In 

cities, in hamlets and on farms men and women in their dally 

contacts are discussing , as never before except 1n time of 

war, the methode by which community and national problems are 

ordered; and war 1e not, in the true sense, an exception be­

cause i n such case there 1e but a single objective. 

In the broader problem of government of all kinds, 

local and state and federal and international, we in this 

country today are thinking not merely in terms of the moment, 

but in terms that apply to the rest of our lives and t o the 

lives of our children. It 1e true that the i mmediat e cause 

of this l ogical and deep-seated interest was a crisis an 

immediate crisis which broke over our heads a year ago . It 

would have been oossible, perhaps, for all of us to have 

sought only a temporary cure for the immediate illness of 

the Nati on. We can be thankful that we have studied and are 

engaged in the process of eradicating the deeper causes of 

that illness and of many other illnesses of the body politic . 

In eo doing , we need very definitely practical con­

tacts between tbe collegiate and educational world and the 

operations of government. The development of our economic 

life requi res t he intelligent understanding of the hundreds 
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of complicated elements in our society. Government needs 

very definitely not only the sociological and economic 

points of view , but als o the practical assistance of men 

and women who r epresent the academic, the business, and 

the professional elements in the community. 

We need a trained personnel i n government. We 

need disinter ested, as well as broad-gauged public officials. 

This part of our problem we have not yet solved, but it can 

be solved and it can be accomplished without the creation of 

a national bureaucracy which would dominate the nati onal life 

of our governmental system. 

That is why I am especially happy in the announce­

ment of the establishment or this School of Public Affairs. 

I can assure you of the hearty cooperation of the Administra­

tion. In the conduct of this school the more widely you can 

draw on every part of the Nation for membership of its stu­

dent body , the greater will be its influence in the di ssemina­

tion of knowledge of government throughout the country . 

Among our Universities, you are young; you have a 

great future -- a great opportunity f or initiative , for con­

structive thinking, for practical idealism and for national 

service . 
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Address of the President at the I~,.!~allation of 
Dr. Joaep h M. M. Gray as ~t of~rie!ln University, 
llarch 3 , 1934. leu;:.,_ c.JJ1_::, 

It i s very delightful to me to be come today an alumnus 

..._;:,, 
of American University. am honored ~ in the asaoolation with 

oR~ <:.J-R ..... 
your new ~t which it affords. 

It i s a good thing for our American life that this 

(>.. 

University should be situated in the Capit~ or the country. It ie 

" 
good i :'l the opportunity which it give s to h16her education to come 

i:1to a more intimate understanding of the probleMa of Nhat we -:all 

gove rnment ; tt is good for goverrunent to expand ita associations with 

the teachers and pupils of a liberal i:utitut ton . 

It is, of course , natural tha t I should taka spacial 

intsrest in the announcemant of the creation of a School of Public 

" Affairs by American University . lt~y articles have been -.vritt en, 

many speeches are being made ·which s eek to review and to estimate 

the history of the United States during the past year . I am ·villi:1g 
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to hazard the guess that few or these epitomes will atre as what to rr.e 

stands out as one of the rr.ost salient features of a au.lient year in 

our American lifa. 

I speak of the amazing o.nd universnl increaaEI in the 

intfflli; ent interest which the people of the Unihd States are taking 

in the w\'lole subject of government . I n cities, in hamlets and on far'f;s 

r. en and women in their daily contacts ar~ di s cuasinc , as never before 

excopt in tiJ:"ll of wu.r, the :r.ethois by which connunity and nationa.l 

problema &l""J ordered: and war is not, in 1J.he true sense, an exception 

becliuse in such casu there is but a si:1gle obj ective . 

I n the broader probler of' gover:'l!l.ant of all k tnds, 

local and stb.te and federal and international , we in this country 

toda.y are thinking ru:,;c not merol:t in terms of tho moment, but in terms 

that apply to the rest of our lives and to tho lives of our children . 

It is true that the i.Ir.media.t o cB.use of this logical and deep- Goated 
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interest was a crisis --- an immediate crisis which broke over our heads 

a year ago. It woul:i have been possible perhaps for all of us to have 

sought only a temporary ou~e for tho inmodiate illness of the Nation. 

We oan be thankful that we have studied and are engaged in the proce sa 

of eradicating the deeper causeu of that illness and of many other 

illnesses of the body politic. 

In so doing, we need very definitely practical contacts 

batNeon the collegiate and educational world and the oper8.tions of 

governmemt . The development of 011r economic life requires the intelligent 

understanding of the hundreds of complicated elements m£ in our society . 

Government needs vary definitely not only the sociological and economic 

points of view, but also the practical assistance or men and women who 

reprssent the academic, the buainsa:s, and the professional elements i n 

the community. 

We need a trained poraonnel in government . We noed dis-
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interested, as well as broad gau&ed public offioiale. Thie part of our 

problem we have not yet solved _, but it can be solved and it can be 

aooompliahod without the creation of a national bureauooracy which would 

dominate the national life of our governmental system. 

That is why I am especially happy in the announcement 

of the establishment of this School of Public Affairs. I can assure 

you of the hearty cooperation of the Administration . In the conduct 

of this school the more widely you can draw on every part of the 

Nation for t he membership of ita student body, the greater will be 

its influence in the dissooination of lmowledge of goverll.r.lent t hroughout 

the country . 

Among our Universiti~.JS, you are young: you have a great 

future -- a great opportunity for i n i tiative, for constructive thinking , 

for practical idealism and for national service . 
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Ull!VE!!SI'l"'i, ·~.I";:::r.•crc;:, o. c. 
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It :is very dcli,-,:h::.ful to :::c to boett..o t··c:tv an 
ru.:x~.nus ot .'.)."J:lrican Univcroit::. I a;: hOi;Ol'C'd :>~oo 1:1 tho 
a:::.;ocir'tion •'ith ytU· ne-o; Ch.."'J-:collor Tlt.ich it a!iol~Ja . 

It i.3 a CO<Yl t~:inc for our .-..:.criearj l~c th£t thi!J 
Univor:Jity ~l.ould bo oit'.lttcd 1:-: t~c Co.pitD.l of tho country. 
It 1s ()O<Xl in tho op?Qrti.•r"~.t~- ,-,hie!:. it :;ivoo to hi.;;h oducr.tio:. 
tc c:o::c into n 110rc int .. ~to il!l~~rcte.:~~:!r.e >Jf "!:.ho problea~ o! 
\lh:J.t YTO call CO'\'C!'!'I:·tent; it is [;Oocl for ['OVOM!".Ont to o;:,n."":d. 
it~ n:J:Jociation:: \tith the tcr.c~cr~ .:r.d ~r-11~ of .'\ !11-or:-~ 
institution. 

It :l.o, of com•oc, n('".tural t~~t I ohod..i tnko spocinl 
i."'turo:~t in tho ruma.ll•co::.cnt of tho crcdion of r. School of 
>"uhlic ;'.!fair!J b~ :.n.orict>J! l;:dvcrsit~-. . ..:~.r.y art clo!J Mvo 
boon ..-rritton, cnny 3poochcs r.ro bcin;: r~t!c -.·hich :Jco!: to roviC\t 
anU to c:Jtin."'tc the history of the United State:: <.1\!rinS tho pa:3t 
yo::-.r. I w. ·,:illinb to h:J.zo::-d the eucss thct fc;. of thooo cpitot10D 
\:ill Gtro s ~-h.":t to no ~tnnU::; cn:.t t!.~ o:-~.o of t;lC ::r.o:.;t :~alic:'lt 
fc ... turo::: of o :u:U!ont :.•c.:•r irl our .'.l:Xlric:m lifo . 

I spcnk of the n..~zi<'l.g nn1 uni•.-eroal bcro~oc in the 
intclli,;;or.t 1nt.orc:Jt ·.mich the pc..::plc of tho Unitod Stntco c.ro 
tt!.kinc 1n tho \thole :rubjcet of rovcn...,.ont . I:". c~.t1cs 1 1n hc...\lot~ 
and on fr~ ::-en :'ll'lt' oroc-.cn ir. their do~- contc..ci..s 3.l'O c!ilscuatlin(:, 
as novcr boforo c;:ccpt 1n tkc of ·.:n.r, t~o ::.ot!1oilil ~- ; .t.ich ca:.­
r.u.--:it;r Md. n.'\ti.onal. problc:>~ l'.l"C ordered; c..;d -:.-nr 1D not, ir. tho 
true ::onso, nn o:-.eeption bcccu::;o in such cazc t::-:.1'0 :i.s bu.t n 
c!ntlo objoctivo. 

In tho broader problo of gc,vornr.cnt of nll. ldr..d.D 1 

local end ::~tate o..~ fcdorc.l c.:.!C. intcrnationcl., ::o 1n thio 
countr;o today arc th~.nJcL-..c no·l;. :;crcly in terr.!S of the :~a;:ont, 
11'.1t in tomD that r.ppl.y to the rczt of our lh·cs ard to t.~c 
live:~ of cur chil~n. rt J.c -:rue t:~t tho :L-~!Cdi.r.tc Cl'.UOO 
o! thi.D logiccl am' d(..e'>-SOO.tod i.'lterost mo.::; .:1. crisiD - o.n 
:iu·odinto cri:Ji:J ~-r.,ich ';·ro!.:o over our hcn.d::; a ;.·cru: aao. It 
'170~tl.d hove boo.~ po!l::;iHo !")crl:..":!)S for e.ll of u:J to hnvo ooucht 
only a. tolr.!'Qr:'.l"'J curo for the norurlintc illncm; of t!'.o 1/etion. 
Po CM bo t:w:mkful th:-t '"C hnvo studiod and tiro onC:16cd :In tho 
procoo::: of crodicrtin::; the deeper cau~cz of th:-t il.lno3~ o.nd of 
r.nny other ilL'l.c:;scs o! t! o 1-·oct'" politic. 

In eo dolr.i.h ·.:o no,d vor., definitely prr.ctical. contect& 
botr.oun tho collo,~;,"into ont:. cduc:-tional T:orl~ end tho oporr.tions 
o! IJOVOrn.."'lCllt . T:1o clovolotrtent of our ccono:rlc li!o roquiroa 
tho intolligont unt:er~tCL'ldir•3 or tho hundrcdo of coo.plicntcd 
olcccnts 1.-1 our :Jocicty. Govorr.::tcnt r.C<...:s very dcflnitcly not 
o:Uy- the socioloefccl Md ocona:"J.c poi.:lta af vic'ir, but .o.luo tho 
prncticnl c::cktc.nco or r:cn :-. .-:d ;:o::~en Trhc rcprcocnt tho t:.cndooic, 
tho bu.:sino:a:o, and tho pro!e:;sior--:.1 olet"".onto 1.'1. tho CCii:r.lU:tit;r. 

i7o nocd o. trair..e<!. porccnnel ir. eovcrr.ocnt. 'c need 
dll.intoro&tod1 .:u r.oll ns bl-oru· ~used public ofiiciolls. Th:b 
po.rt o! c,ur problor. l"C hc.vo r.ot yet :::o2.vcd, but it cnn bo ::olxod 
Mcl it Ct".n bu o.ccropli!Jhod ·.:ithout the crc~tion o! n ru-.t.ioncJ. 
burc:J.ucrcey r.h:..eh r.a.U.d {~0:~.-r-... ":te the na.tional lll'e or our 
govornt.'IOntr.l uyat«' . 
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~~.t i.e \thy I 4P e.opocilUly hcpyj in the announcccont 
or tho ootahlia:t--'"lC'nt c.£ thi::J School or Public l.!!c.ir~ . I can 
ca=uro you oi the hc:~.rt~ coopo~tio:! or tho J.dru..ni.s•.rat1on. 
In the conduct ot this ~chool the more l7idel.y you can dr3\: on 
every }Ylrt or the t!at~~ !or tho ~rship ot its student 
body, tho grct'.tcr ~7111 be it3 influence in the die~CT.Iination 
o! knol.lodgo ot go ... "'nllJCI'lt throut;hout the country. 

Anonrr our t:ni\"or::~itics , yoc. crc younc;; y~ hove a 
grrot futuro - a crc.~t opportunity for init1nt1ve, for con­
structive thit1.:.1ng, £or proctical idcalis::l and for national 
service. 



i'.t' .L"t'~a ?::' t •• :,p P,r.•.;1.dont a• .. ··'t:..., Ir. :1t'lll8-:-~o.1 or 
1.':·, ,T::'Ico:--'1 ::. :1. G:oc.:r e a c:~.r.co!lo·· · ot the llr.lerice.n 
Univernity Unrch 3 , 190• . 

It ia Tery dell11htf'Ul. to me to bnc.r!U ·~vday .1.11 nlwml1·~ or 

Anlericnn Unhernity. I a.o. honor~d Phn 1:1 t'tu :;.:n:;:w:1 ... t 1o:l r.itb yOur nco 

ChMeellor lihich it artort a. 

It is a good t hi'\'" tor o t.r i.I.JOrlcen 11!'~ tlwt this Hl"ivarsity 

shoul~. be 3l.tt.l.~ou ::.a tht:. Ct:.p:.t.e.l or the country. It is aood. tn the op-

portunity "'7hich tt gives to higho:- educc.tion to come L'"lto a mom intiMte 

understanding of the problr..ro.a of what tit: call (OV~nrent ; it 1a cood tor 

goverrunen.t to expand i is asaoeiationa \11 t;l th• ter.c±:ere IV'.d pupils or a 

liberal in.sti tution . 

It is, or courao, natural t hat I should t ake speciai interest 1.n 

the announ~1ont of the creation of :1 School of Publil\ .Attnirs i y American 

University. Many articl es have t-een written, many speechoe are being made 

which seek ~o revie-..r and to Mtimte the history ot tho United States during 

t he past year. I am "1711liru to ~za.rd the guess that feu ot those epitomes 

will stress ohe.t to tl8 at:lnds out as one ot t he most 80.l.icnt r entures or a 

st1l1ent year in our Ar:tericllll lite. 

I speak of the at~azi~ nnd universal ir.erease in tho intellig::~nt 

interest ubi~ the J60ple or thft United States are taking in the rthole subject 

ot govArru;lert. In cities, in hamlets and on farms men and mr..on in theil' 

daily cnntada are diseullaing, as nover bGfore ~xcopt in time of uar , the 
methods '.>y which eonnunity 8nd national problO"ts ~uo u::.-dorod; and war is not , 
1n the trtic sense , an e::coption because in such c::~.ee there i l\ but o s inglc 
objactive . 

1:. the broader probler.:1. or gover:v.:~ent ot oll J:indo , local and .:;tt.to 
.:md federal :\.'\d intornational , ne i:l this country today are 1h1nking not .tl&:'ely 
in ter.ll.'l or ti>e ~nt , but in te:ros that apply to the rest of our 11\-es and 
w the lives o! our • h1ldren. It is true that the illlnedinto oauae or this 
logical and t eep· .seated intereat r.ae a cr i s ia · - an iJ:II:IOdiate oriels vhio~ 
broke over our hct.ds a yeo.r 11.£0• It trould have been po83ible ;~erhnps tor all 
or ua to have soll(...~t only a temporary curo tar th• immediate i ll.m e.s of the 
Nation. Ue can bo -:henld'ul that ne have stulied and are engaged in the prooeoo 
of eradicatill8 the deeper couaes ot that. illness and or mny other ~ 
or the body pol1 tio. 



-~-

ln so doing, we need Ter7 dsrinitely practical c l'lntacts 

between t~e coll•giote end educational 'IIOrld and the operations or 

15averruaent. 'i'M develop~:~&nt or our econortic life requiree the 

intelligent underst..mding sf the hundreds of CO"!Plice.ted eler.~ents 

in our society. Government nMds ver:• definitely not only the 

IICciolosicnl and econo!':Uc points • r view, but also the pruticG.l 

aseiatance of men 8lld women who represent the academic, the business, 

and the proreseional elements in the coDr.IUlli ty. 

l'e need a tra ined personnel in government . r:e need die­

interested, as woll as broad ~;auged public ,.ffidola . This po.rt of 

our problem we have not yet selvad, but it can be :solved and it can 

be acaor:IPliehed w1 thout t~e ' reation of a mtional bureau.eracy · 11hich 

110uld dominatfl the national lifo of our governl:lental syate:n. 

That is why I am especially l>.appy in the &nl1ounur:1ent of 

the establisbment of this School of Publitl Affairsa I can assure you 

of the hearty eooper:ltion of the Adminis tration. In the conduct of 

this school the I!IOre wtdely you can draw on every pert of the nation 

tor tbe membershi JI of ih student body, the greater will be ita 

influence in the disseLli.M.tlon of J:nor;ledge of government throughout 

the country. 

Among our Univers1t1e::. , you ere young; you ho.vo a src~t 

future -- a l!ireat opportunity for initiative, for ~onatructi ve thinking, 

f or practical idealis':'l and for national service . 
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