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STATM:NT BY 'l'llll FRESIDENT ._ .;;/~ SICIIINC .. mE 
VINSON BD...L .,OF IU:' ];&; II IS ~. 

Becauee there ie sane public miae.pprehension of tact in relati on 

to t he Vinson Bill/~ zatera tO ~tm't•d Stet•• Na" y) tt is only 

;/; 
right that _... mai n prov1s1onf~l should be made wholly clear. 

This is not a lew f'or the construction of a single additional 

United States warship. 

The gener al purpose of the Bi ll is solely a statement by the Congress 

that 1 t approves the building of our Navy up to end not beyond the 

strength i n various types of s hips authorized, f irat, by the \1aeh1ngton 

-~-.- t 
Naval Li mitation -eaattl'eMe of 1922 and , secondly, by the London Naval 

Limitation Treaty or 1930. 

As has been done on several previous occasions in our history, the 

Bill authorizes certain future construction over o period of year~ But 

the 8111 appropriat es no money for such construction and the word 

" authorization" i s, therefore , merely a statement 

......b: WI. V.. 
the present Congress,.:riRr: * to lt t t >t· 2 
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B c use there i3 so~ public miscppreh:m.aion or fl!.ct 

in relation to tho Vtll'.son 81!.1 , it is only ri5,ht that its min 

provision ohould be re.de '~holly c:loo.r . 

T .!.3 15 not a hr: for the construction of a s i nglo 

addittonnl U 1tod Jtntec rtnrshi!> . 

The (!encrol pur,ose of the Bill i s solely a s t a tement 

by tho Congrnss that it '-P!'Iroves the buildinu of our l!e.vy up to 

rJ.nd not beyond the strongth in various t)'l)O$ of ships authorized, 

first , by the 'aahi ngton l~anl Li~::tit:ltion l'reaty ot 19~~ and , 

secondly , by tho l..ondon N3val LitJ.itation Treaty of l 'liJO. 

,\.1:1 has beer- done on :.everol previous occasions in our 

history, the !'\ill outhor12os certain future construction over & 

!>Ol'iod of years. But tho Bill appropriates no tlOney for such 

construction Md the uord "author17.ation" is , tlieret'ore, merely 

a st tenant of tM policy of the present Congress . i."hether 1 t 

oill bet c!lrried out dellcnds on the ection or future Congresoes . 
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3TJ.T!J.Z!1I' BY na PR::Sili:NT tWotl CICl"U:G 

mE \ D:SO!l DIU 

Becaus~o~ thsra 1a sane public miscpprohension or fact f 

in relation to the Vinson Bill, it is on}.y rieht that ita main 

provision should be mo.de rJholly claar. 

This ia not o lm: tor the construction or 8 single 

o.ddit1onal United Stdou warship. 

The General purpolio of the Bill is sol r- ly 8 statement 

by the Consresa that it 8ppro,•os the buildine of our navy up to 

and not beyond tho strength in various types or shiJlB aut horized, 

first , by the "r/aahin&ton Naval Limitction Tree.ty of Hl22 o.nd , 

secondly, by the J,ondon t:aval Lir:aite.tion Treaty of 1930. 

A.a has been done on SB\'eral ;>reviou.s occasiona in our 

hiatoFy, the Bill authorizes certain future construction over a 

period or years. But the Bill appropriates no money for suoh 

construction and the uord "autborizntion" is , therefore , merely 

a atatenant or the policy of tha present Consresa. 'J'hether it 

will be carried out depend& on the action of fUture Congreuea . 

rt has bun Rr:cl :11\l be the policy of the Adminiatration 

to favor continued limi to.tion or Navf.!l o.l'lll8:llenta . It 1e ruy 

personal hopo that t he t:avol Conference to bo held i n 1935 'olill 

oxtend all ex1etins limitations and ogree to further nductions . 
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