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T HE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

III!II>RANDUM FUR THE SRCRITARY 0-, STATE: 

The President will appreciate it 1t 

you will go oTer the a ttacbed dret't of 

111110-. If you think it ie aU right he 

whbee t o tl'llllamit it to the Ssnate to-

lOOl"l'OWo 

n•••;*~~ 
I!, H • lloiN'l'YRR 

Aasiat8llt Sscreta17 
to the President , 



'Q:tni tetl ,Strcte.s ,S.en:at.e 

M EMORANDUM 
For Mr. lJ. H. lAclnTyre , 

Assi stant Secretai""'J to tho Presi dent: 

I return her ewith the proposed 
message of the President r elative to Arms 
and Uuni t ions of War . 

The message seems excel lent and complete . 

':'he Conven~ion for t he Supervision of the 
Intern.ati one.l Trade in Arms and Muntions and 
in Implement s of War, signed at Genova , Swit ­
zerland, June 17, 1925, has been delayed in 
the Co~ittee pending an understandill8 between 
the Sta te Department and the Co~ittee relative 
to a reservati on as to the coming into ef-
fect of the Convention. That understand-
i ng has been arrived a t, and the Convention 
will be reported in today. There will , in 
my opinion, be no diffi culty in ratify ing 
the Convention. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON 

May 17 . 1934. 

1/.!:!!0RAIIDUI.~ FOR S!CNA'!"OR PI'M'!WI: 

Dear Key: 

Tho President will a pprejl ~e 1 t 1f 
you will go ovttr t he atta.ehe~message a nd 
let him know if you think it w-H-:r--be all 
right . He would like to transmit 1t to 
the Senate tomorrow . 

Assistant Secre t a ry 
to the Pres1den t 



..... , 17, 1934. 

MSMORJ.lllJUJ.! i'OR ::; SNA'~"OR Pl TTt'J,N: 

Dear Key: 

The Praa1dant will approc1lta 1 t 1t 
you will go over the attache~me~sago o.nd 
lot him know It you think 1 t 11'!-ll-b&- all 
r1ght. He would like to transm1 t 1 t to 
the Senate tomorrow. 

U. n. Mci:Tl<TI 
Aaaistant secret ory 

to t he Prosiden t 



llo7 14, 1934. 

lo!EMJRANDUII ll'OR THI! SECRETARY Ol f1r TE: 

'l1le Prea1dent wUl apJl%"oiate i t it 

you wUl llD cmor tbe attaobed draft ot 

qasage, It 7DU think 1t ia all right be 

w1s~a to tren8Jil1t i t to tbe senate to-

morrow. Pl ea• lo t h1m knoor. 

II. H . l.lOIN'l'tRI! 
Aaslatnnt secretary 

to the Pz,>oidant, 

wjh 



To the Senate of the Ul\1 ted StA.teB: 

I b&'f8 been gratified to learn tbat, pursuant to a 

\ 
RllBolutlon of the Senate, a OOI!lll.ittee has been appointed 

to 1nveat1gate the problema incident to the private •an.U-

facture of arm a and munl tiona of war and the in ternstional 

traffic therein. I earnestl y r eoollll'Dend that this OoiiUIIlttee 

receive the generous euoport of the Senate in order that 

1 t me.y be enabled to JNI'Bue the invesliigatlon w1 th which 

1 t ta charged wi tb a degree of thoroughness commensurate 

with the high importance of the questions at issue . The 

lxeoutn·e Departments ot tbe Government will be charged to 

cooperate with the Oommi ttee to the fullest extent in fUr-

nUntng it with any information i n their poaaes81on which 

it may desire to :reoetve , and , I shall await with interest 

the I"eport of the OoJIUIIittee upon the adequacy or inadequacy 

ot ex1at1ng leg1elat1on and of the treat1e8 to wh1oh the 

Un1 ted Btatea 18 a party tor the regulation and oontrol of 

the manut aoture of and traf no 1n anaa . 

fbe 
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The private and uncontrolled manufacture of ama and 

mWl.i tiona and the traffic therein has beoome a serious 

aouroe of international diaoord and strife. It 18 not 

posSible, however, effeottvely to control auoh an ertl by 

the 18olated action of any one country. The enlightened 

opinion of 'the world has l ong r e alized that thiB is a 

field in whioh international aotion 1e necessary. The 

nego'tiation of the Convention for the Supervleton of the 

In'ternattonal Trade 1n Arms and A.mmuni tion and in Imple-

menta of War, signed at Geneva, JWl.e 17, 1935, was an 1m,.. 

portant step in th e right direction. That Convention ia 

still before the Senate. I hope that the Senate may find 

it possible to give ita advice and consent to ita ratifioe.-

tion. The ratification of that Convention by thie Government, 

which has been too long delayed, would be a concrete indica­

tion of the willingness of t he American people to mRke 

their contribution toward the auppreaaion of abuses which 

may have dtaastroua results for the entire world i f they 

are parmi tted to oca t1nue unoheoked. 

It 18 my earn eat hope that the represent&t1 vee of 

the n&tiona who will reassemble at Geneva on Kay 29, 

will 



will be able to agree upon a Oon1"8ntion con ta1n1ng pro-

1'i&ione for the euper1'1eion and ooutro1 of the tratfio 

in a:ra• mob 110re far reaching than thoee wbiob were 

embodied in the Convention of 1925. The peoples of amy 

oountrtee are being taxed to the point of po1"8rty and 

starvation in order to enable governments to engage in 

a mad raoe in armanent which, if per11itted to continue, 

~..........u. 
.. ll iM•U•-lo~ ,..result in war. This grave •naoe to the 

peace of the world iR due in no 811&11 measure to the 

unoon'trolled ao'ti vi Ues of the amufaoturere and merchant• 

of engine a of destruction, l!llld it aruet be met by tbe oon-

oerted. 110t1on of the peoples of a11 nations. 

WE: JOG: AOF: 88 



To <ho Senate or <he Ul11ted Stetoo' l 
I han been gre:Uthd to learn that, purauani iO a 

R .. oluUon ot the Senate, a C~ U•e bl!lll been e:ppoi11.ted iO 

1:Zl:Ya.t1ga.te the problema incident to the printe manufacture ot 

&l'IU and llllllitione or wa:r and the lnternatioM.l tratfic ~ereln. 

I earnutl.y recomlll8nd that thh C<mmi Uee receh'e the geuerou.e 

I 
IN~rt ot t.be Senate in or dar tha t 1 t JIXlY be enabled to pureue 

I 
the innetigatlon w1 tb which 1 t 1a charged with r degree ot thorough-

neu commellsura t e with the high 11DJl0rtance or e quutiou at ia.ue. 

The lb:ecutin nepartmante ot the GoTerument wil be charged to co-

operate with the Comi itoe to t.he tulleat exie t 1D turniablng it wit.h 

e.ny 1nto:nne.t1on i n their poaa.aaion wbich 1 t 

tf...._.,.~ 
an~ e..M.l-~~·-Za'P9~o(_ d___cdiitM' upon the 

adequacf or inadeq_uac)' ot ex1etlng legialation 4 ot the trea:Uea to 

1fb1ch t he UnHed Statee ia a pa r ty tor the regu \tion end control or 

the -.nutacture ot and trattic in tu"'U• 

Tho 
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The pr1vate end. uncontrolloa. .c:aanutacture or Ill'!» and 

munitions and the traffic therein baa beca:1e a aerioue 

eource ot 1ntornat1onal discord and strite. It is not 

poaaibJ.e , however, ertectivol.y to control such an ml by 

tho isolated a ction or sny Cllle country. The ~altghtenod 

opinion or the world baa long realized tl:et this 18 a 

tield in which international a ction is necessary. The 

m~:gotiation 01. the Comention ror tbe SUpervision or tho 

In:ternattoneJ. Trad.8 1.n .ur.s end Allll:lml:tion am l.D. Ialple-

olnte or War, s i gned at Geneva, J'une J.'l , 1925, aaa an 1m-

portent a'tep in the ri.sht uirection. that Convention 1a 

at1ll bororo the Sen._te. I hope tba.t the Sene:te may und 

it poaai bJ.e to give its advice and consent to aa ratirica-

tion. The rat1r1ee:t10n C1' that Convontl.on by this G09'&rn.oont , 

which baa beon too long delayed, would. bo o. concreto i ndica-

tlon or tbe vUlingneaa ot tho American people to mke 

their contribution 'tOII'ard the suppression ol" o.bUaea which 

may have d.uaa"trous results ror tba entu-e worlQ 1r tbOy 

are pemi 'tted to cont1.Due tmcheCK:.ed. 

lt 1a =s earnos't bo:pe that 'the rel)l'eaent&t1 na ot 

tho nations wbo wiJ.l reaaaGDble at Gcnen on M:ly 21), 

Will 



wUl be able to tsgrOe upon a Co:arent1on cumalnl:'tg pro-

Tiaiona ror the supervision end control or the tre.rrio 

in arma weh IJlOre tar reaching than those wbl.ch were 

f:.., .. o(_. J •• ~(~ ~'"".7F.,,v_.1(1.<~;~~t:__ l f.#<4-( A·~'flft..t_ -ti:1c._J,,ek. (le/..",.. .... . 
ombodieo. in the Convent! or 192:).1. The peoples or cvmy 

countries ttre bomg taxed to the point r:L poverty am 

starvation in order to enable govern:::rents to eneaae in 

o. IlllO. ro.co in 8l'2!llll:l8nt which, ii' pertdtted. to coonnue, 

cay well resuh in aar. Tbi.s grave monaoe to the 

peace or the world is due in no scnl.l .aeasu:re to the 

uncontrolled. ac~1Vltl.es or the J:DlUi":!c turers and cercbants 

ot cng1nos cd destruction, ..no. it auat be cet by the cw-

corted action or the peoples 01. a.L1 nauoms. 

\7E:J'CC:At:.F :SS 



'to U.. ~te or .. uaUe4 C"-\oe1 

RMOlu\tOII or tbe SoanM, • C~\ ... bee 'Me ePPOla\ed _, 

tnoet lfpate •• probl_. taotd•\ to tile prhe\e • INf'aotu. ot 

the bml•\l~Uon. wttll wbloh t' te ~ wt Ul • a.s rM or uaorouc;h-

• .. OC8IIeiUIUnto wttb the h tgb bp)rtDDM ot U.e Q\&O II U on• et heue • 

.., lnto,.,Uon tn tt.tr po .. e88t oa 11bteb 1\: ce7 .... ,.. to Neetn, 

~ or IMMQwtq ot ex1eUns 1-eiala.ton. M4 ot t.be tr.Uee ~ 

*1<* tho UDlt414 s -.\M te e pert)' tor 11bo rosuJ,ettoa oat oon\:ral ot 



-.-

tbl t_,latad aotion r4 _,. tee aountl")'. fte •ll&tlta.l 

opill1on r4 \he world bu loDg :realJ.zed. '\tat tlaia 1e a 

snta or Wer, a1gne4 at G&eft, luna 17, 1985, wae an 1m-

wtuoh baa b ... too l.cm6 delaJed, would be a conorfte 1ndioa· 

Ucxa ot 1:M ~ ot 'tba MDIIriou. people to aD 

their oonV1but1oa ta.ud the ~Oil of abu• • la1oll 

n ta., •~' )lope that tt. zoe~ai1..,.. ot 

the u&tcma WilD will ~· at QeDII'ft on Mo7 20, 

will 



'f'ialcma tor ,._ I!IQptrn.a.CIIl 111111 OCID'tl"'l ot tile tntne 

1Jl ---* .,. t. ~ tbGo tbo• wtlloh...,. 

eabod.Se4 ta the Oonftllt;lOD ot 1om. 'lbe ~- ot tm17 

OOW\tr:l.• eo botnc te:1:e11 to the po1Dt ~ pcmlll'1;F UIS 

ot cactn• r1 4NUuet1ca, ..s u awrt bo aot by tbe oe&• 

oerto4 GOtlOD ot 'tbe eoplee ot all nat1ooa. 

Vlh l OOt ACJI't SO 



RaiiOluUon ot tba Seat., a c~ U•• h .. bMD appobWd to 

neaa OOIIIII8D8\U"ah with ihe blgb lllporlanae ot 1h• quoa1:1ona &1: hiiUa • 

..,- intor.tl!I Uon 1n ibeir poaHaalon 11b1cb 1i ~ laalre io reoaha, 

adaq\la07 or 1Da4aq\laoJ' ot nhilns; leg1al.ai1on and ot ih• ireaUea to 

11b1eh the Ulliied Siatea 1a a part7 for tho rogu.laUon anct control ot 

,... 



-.-
!M J;ftftte DD4 \lDOCIDVOUo& ~ ot ... ul 

..S.UoM ..a ~ ~ GIRrSa bM Moallll a ~ 

•FUatioa ot tbe c..,..uca tor tM ~nteic:a ~ tbl 

-t1oaal - ID 1omo - -uca ut ID llop1o-

,.,.._ - 1n- nell' 4ireou.... tN<' C......,.i.., u 

lltUl bef'02'o tM SeDaM. I llope tlMlt t.bo sana.te ,_, f'Ud 

u po.S.ble 110 gtn th Moo IID4 oouan to n• J'd:lftaa. 

-tlm, 'J!le re.UftOD11ca ~ \bat Oonrcmtlcm tv thla ~. 

dioh hu bee too .1.or1s 4eln)owd, wou14 bo a. oot\O:re&o 1n41oa. 

ttcm ot tM ~ ot '&bit AIW"iean l*)'pl.e W ~ 

tWr oant:nbutl.oD t-.d - ~CD ot ..._ wld.ell 

_,. ~:eta di.oGM~ NM\lte tw ,._ cmu.ro oc.J4 t.r t M7 



D IJ'CXh&C7:SS 
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