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TO THE CotK;IU~ Ot' T'C UNIT£D STATm: 

Unforeeecn drought hen Villited disaster upon a large 
pert or our country. Prompt and vigorous action to ceet the 
emergency hee been taken by the Federol Government thro1J8h ito 
vnrioue ogencieo. Dut tho oituotion has bccotlD noro grave ao 
rainfall ehortgse ho.o continued . Futuro reinfell cannot reo tore 
more than o. erllftll pnrt of the dalnage to cropn and lives t ock. An 
oapocinlly seriouo problem hoc dnveloped because, 11hile there i e 
no proopect of ehortoc;o of hw:lfl.n food , a shortaeo of anir!llll f oed 
threatens over a wi de oree. This is causine; l osses to fanners 
and regiono dependant upon the livestock industries . Large ncale 
aeeietonce by tho Federal Covern::ll!nt ill necocsary to protect people 
in the stricken rogione froa suffering, to move teed to livestock, 
and lheatoc~ to feod, end to ecquire end proceot surplue cettle 
to provide r-..oat for relief distribution . 

OrgM1Mt1ono e.lready exist in the Department of Ajll'ioul­
ture, the Federal Emer sency Relief Ad::!.inistrntlnn and the P'Grl:l 
Credit Ad::dniatrotion to carry on the ecmrgency JI'OgrOJ:I , 

To finance operations 'lf the megnitude planned , further 
funda o.re neoded . After o conforence '=71th I.!e=:~rll or Congress from 
the effected regions, n pro-'r8r.l elon£> seven lines has been dovt.aed 
to ll'leot the situation. These proposals end the funds required os 
estioo.ted at this tii:IEI ere: 

1. t l25 ,000,000 for apecinl ·.7ork program r.nd hlrnM relief o 

2 . $75,000,000 for livestock pw-chuse in addition to 
the funda alrccdy avu U able under the Joneo-connall y 
Act. 

3, :;;100,000, 000 f or chippi ng, proce~Jaing nnd relief 
distribution of purchnsed cettle o 

4. , tllOO, OOO, OOO for l oans to f armers to finnnco emergency 
feed purchooea t>nd shipr.~ents o 

5 , ~50 , 000 ,000 for emrgency ncqui.sition of o.ubne.rginal 
fartnB o.nd assistance in re-locntinp, dootitute fenn 
families . 

e. $50,000, 000 for '.lorl: ca.mpn. to nfford et:~plo)'DOnt in the 
drought area for young men principally ~ cities 
e_nd townao 

7, ~25 ,000, 000 ror pw-chose or seed for 19~ plantings, 
and for lonna to 11et needs into rnrmars' he.nda . 

These wholly tentotivo eotimtes beve been made upon the boats or 
present end probable condi tiona . I believe the present ccergency can be 
effectively n&t by the r.ppropr1etion of ! 525, 000, 000. Only such portion, of 
course, will be u.eed ea becocea ebnolutely necenaery. ae are dealins with 
a rapidly changing problem., and it 1a important thet the authorization ohould 
be flexible so that tunda con bo allotted t o the severn! Federal agonc!ea 
na requirod. 

'lliE \!UTE HOOSE 
Juno 9, 1934. 

FRANKI.Ill D. ROOSEVELT 
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- . Unforeseen drought baa vie1ted disaster upon a large part of 

our COI.lntry . Prompt and vigorous action to meet the emergency hal been 
: ~ y<i 

taken b;y t he Federal Government through ita vari011s a&encieo. :But th~ , ~ 

situation haa become more grave aa rainfall ahortage hal continuad."\--J.n .... ~ ... .. ~ '( 

:<' 
expecially serious problem has developed becauae. while there 1 a no 

prospect of shortage ot human food, a shortage of animal feed threatens 

over a wide area. Thia is causing losses t o farmers and region& depend-

ent upon the livestock industries. Large scale assistance by the Federal 

Government is necessary to protect people i n the stricken regions from 

suffering, to move feed to livestock, and livestock t o feed. end t o 

acquire and p r ocess surplus cattle to provide meat for relief distribution. 

Org8llizationa already exist in the Department of Agriculture, 

the Federal Emergency Relief Administration and the Farm Credit Admini-

stration to carry on the emergency program. 

To f inance operations of the magn1 tude planned, further fundi 

are needed. After a conference with members of Congress from the affected 

regions, a program along seven lines has been devised to meet the situation. 
I\::(' 

These proposal• and the ~funds r equire" aro: 

l. $125,000,000 for special work progrem end human relief. 

2. $75,000,000 for livestock purchase in addition to tho fW'Ids 
already available under tho Jonee-Connally .Act. 

3. $100,000, 000 for shippiJl&, processin& and r elief distribution 
of purchased cattle. 

4 . $100,000,000 for l oans to farmers to finance emer gency feed 
purchase 1 and ahipment a. 
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5. $50,000,000 for emergency acquisition of aubmar£inal 
farms and assistance in re-locating destitute fann 
families . 

6 . $50,000,000 for work camps to fdford employment in 
the drought ara..for young men principally from cities 

and towns. 

7. $25,000, 000 for purchase of seed for 1935 plantinge, 
and for loans to get seeds into farmers • hands. 

These "holly t entative estimates have been made upon the basis 

of present and probable conditions . .mbe •a•ai adhzlecbe of e&a&,eee,eee 

~oondiH=• ohan11J ~efore Q~ose r econvenes 

~enuary. I belieze the present emergency can be effectively met 

s-2..,-1><1'>.t'"> . (},./., ,J.,.. .... 
by the appropriation of ~~~ouch portio~ will be used as . 

~.· • .f.. I. I I 
... necessary. ~e ~ are dealing with a rapidly changing problem, P.(}v r 

... 
,., .-. is i mportant that the authoriza tion should be flixible so that funds 

can be allotted to the several Federal agencies as required .. 
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