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ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT 
Cape Haitian, Haiti 

Jul y 6, 1934 

(The President in opening his remarks spoke in 
French and said in effect: That it gave him 
the greates t possi ble pleasure to visit Haiti 
and that he was most appreciative of the cor­
dial recepti on that had been extended to him; 
t hat 18 years ago he had made a speech in 
French at Port au Prince and thought that 
nerhaos it would be better on thi s occasion 
t o make his addr ess in English.) 

Mr. President: I am very happy to come back to 

Cape Haitien . I shall always remember as long as I live 

this week which I bad the privilege of spending in the Re-

public of Haiti. 

I am glad to come back especially at a time when 

the r elationshi p between the Republic of Haiti and theRe-

public of the United States will be restored to a basis of 

comple t e independence . 

I am glad that, as a result of the visit of Pres-

!dent Vincent to Washington, as he has so well said, two out 

of three points which we considered have already been con-

sutnmated or are about to b e consummated. 

Very soon, within I think a month or six weeks, 

the las t Americans who have served he r e with the Garde de 

Haiti and wi t h the Marines will leave the Republic of Haiti. 



Frnnklln • J ;;oo 101 t L1brary 

ThiB is a trnnocr ut Jrnc!c by the White 
House stenogr ! "'"r ~ l:iu shorthand 
notes taken t • the speech waa 
made . Ur.C:.e1 : • ·ntes words 
extemporn."H!:OUI't •o tho previously 
prepared rc: :!.n f':- • 1"or?s i n 
pnrenthescfJ aro ~ .Rt "'ere om.~. tted 
when the speech r.~ c! ·:er , though 
they appear ln the :p1•eviou ly prepared 
reading copy tExt. 
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That is not all; I am very hopeful and am very certain that 

when these Americans leave your shores you will think or 

them with the spirit or friendship and that you will be hap­

PY in the days to come remembering that they tried to help 

the people of Haiti and so when they go, Mr. President , I am 

certain also that you will carry on the same sp i rit or friend­

ship between our peoples whi ch must always exist in the future . 

We shall have the same confidence, closer relationships of 

commerce and also something that you desire far more than 

commerce , and that is a suirit of understanding and a spirit 

of friendship betl'leen not only our two peoules but also our 

two governments. 

And so, Mr. President, I am happy to come here once 

more . I wish that I had the opportunity to go from one end 

of the Republic to the other. In this short visit, I want to 

thank you for you r hospitality; and I want to thank you for 

the great pains to which you have gone to make my visit most 

comfortable, and I want to drink to the health of the Presi­

dent of Hai ti , to the Government of Haiti, and t o t he peopl e 

of Hai t i . May our friendship ever continue. 



'5:)4-. 

Tl<' ProDi"o:'!t fn ::>~:un..:; ~ill ro ur::s :)pOI:i! 1.~ "'"ru:c~ .111f 

aole. in ort'ec:t: 

':"10\. it ~'WI! hil t'·o :.,roo.to~t. p.Js~il)lo ph .. ·.I'U!"C to \<~1\. 
'o.it1 ond t~~t 110 roa :oa! ap!'lrocia.tive ot' t'lo co1'diol rocopti'>rt t;1et 

i1a,l 1:-ce:\ exto!'l.!od to '1!:1; t 1o':' oi-·'J.teo:'l ~ c~.rs aro llo ;v•d :ode a spocc1l 
ln '?ronc.1 a.\. Port r:u pr .. ~~ce n.l': t~1ou 1t ~t 'er11o..pa it rouH bo bettor 
on t'lls occasion tc !."'ke 1111 n.ldrcss 1:1 ; .li::s~ . 

J:iater Proaide!lt: 

1 n.1 vory happy to cone boo!: to Cop.J 'ia.itien. I ailall a11·:nya 

ro~:11ber t~.s lons as I l1vo t:.'! rree:: r1hich I hu' t 'le privilo~e of spond!nc 

in the nopul!lic or ·~o i t i. 

I ll::l alod t o co: 10 bsc!:: espociolly o.t n t1.!\0 P hen t 10 relation-

s'll!) bet,:-ocn t1o Republic ot' -!.:liti and t~e :'epublic or the United Ste.tos nill 

bo restored to o basis ot co·•plotc. !nnc..pe:1e!'~""• 

I an alad tilnt, a:1 c result or t-10 visit ot t>;.•otdde•!t "'incent to 

'"e&~inston, as he has ao nell se1C:., 't~ ~·nt ol' tl~rcc p.Jlnts 1"'\ie"t ~ C01:si<l-

ore• hnve already b<ler CO!l3\~ :·11.tOO ;:,r are about to bv eone-.t· "J.tto<l. 

Very soo:1, ':'11 :tt'1 I ti.in!: a 10nt:1 or six "'ec!ts, t~c last A:-.erlc~:•s 

w;,o l!a•10 sorvod he:-o !lit·, t o r"-nrdo <ie IA1t1 and "':!t.:t t"lo l·".rin~Ja 1'1111 lOI!n'C' 

t~e !lopu.,lic or toitL 'f':'l:.t iR n.-t .1~1 . I C:l vs~1· hopeful 3!la a_-~ vory certain 

spirit 01' fricntoliJ? end t''l:l.t you ':1'111 be 1\op:-:r in the days to co:lD ro-1o·•.bcr-

Lv: t:,at ti1oy trio~ to ltelp tho peo:>lo or tai t1 and so to'lcn ti~o,y c;o, Hr . 

President, I ':u:l certain also t'lo.t you t71ll carry on t':o sn:1o s.,irit of rrtond-

s ip betlfeol. our peoples tthieh ~1\ll:lt o.lr.ay3 exi st in the future . '7o shall 

have tile so:1o ..:o11f1.doneo, clo11or relationships or eo·"!'lCl'Ce '!!'~ also sOI"!c t htne; 

th11t you Jesir o t'.:r 'tOrtJ t'l8'1 co.rltlr co , nnd e:1at is a spirit of undorstamHns 

a:lll. a Sl'lir1t of rrtondali'> hetnoon not only our t no peoples but oloo Q.ur tr.-o 

-:ovo:..·n -!on ta. 

An~ so, l:r . President, 1 .;J:1 :ta:~p:-' to eo"'I hero once noro . I otsh 

thot I hsd t.to O"'l':'":wtun1 ty c:;air to ·,o rro. · or.c end ot the '"'ci)Ublie to tho 

ot'ler. r , t . .ta sltort vtsi t , I · nnt t.o t"1anlz you tor your hospitolt ty; and 

I .. a t to then~: you ror t"to t>;roat poin.:s to w:tiC~l you :1avo GOne to n~ce row 

vt at t r:l(l,at catl'ortohl,, O'ld I "ant to W"inl: to the 'l.oalth ot' t to President ot 

'':~itt, to tho rovorn1on t or '•ttl, Md to t~o pco,lo or 1to1tt. llay our t'rtcnd-

3'.1>'~ r;y< r co:-~tinuc. 
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:Vednesday 

PRESIDUITIAL LOG 

U. S . S . HOUSTON 

4 JULY. J.nchored 1n lee ot Long Island about 7:00 
J.. . M. '"'FUl.'l'dres.sed shill at 8:00 A. !J. and tired the 
national sa1ute at noon. The tlshlng party got away 
!'rom the shi:P about 9:30 and returned at 2 :30. The 
President caught the tirst tlsh shortly a.tter s tartlns 
(a t'itteen pound Grouper) and shortly therea.t'ter caught 
a twenty-eight pound Barracuda. lobn Roosevelt caught 
two Groupers and Franklin caue;ht one. The sea was 
choppy and the weather overcast rlt h occasional heavy 
showers. The expedl tion served as an excellent try-
out ot all boat s and tlshing gear and provided in 
addition some excellent sport. In embarking and return­
i.ng to the. Houston it was necessary tor t he sh.lp to get 
underway 1n order to provide a :proper lee . 

Upon the return or the t'ishing expedl tion the 
Houston, accoml)8Jlied by the Gilmer and \filllrunson got 
underway and proceeded on their way to Cape Haitian. 

The President attended. movies attar dinner . The 
movies included the e:zcellent picture or the Carnera 
and Saar tigb.t. Deck sports had been arranged but 
were postponed because or r ain. 

§hJOL*~Y J.nchored at Cape Ha1 tian at 7:00 .A..M. 
The Captain ot the Port or Port au Prince and Colonel 
McCle~~an. U.S.M. C., came aboard immediately to discuss 
details or t he arrangam.ents on shore and a vis! t by 
the President's sons to Sans SoucL 

Notwithstanding the lack or a proper dock at Cape 
Haitian, it was rou.nd that the Haitian Government had 
equipped a cargo barge with a special platform tor the 
convenience or the Presidential Part y and had provided 
special landing rac111 ties. The entire arrangsmen t 
showed resourcefulness and enterprise • 

.&.t 9:15 General Louis Little, U. S .M. C., in Command 
ot Naval. Forces in Hal t1 and The Second Secr etary or the 
American Legation, Mr. Drew, came on board to greet the 
President. Mr • .&.rmour, t he American Minister was unable 
to accompany them as scheduled owing to a severe attack 
or Dengue rever . The day before be bad a temperature or 
104. He arrived by plane t'rom Port au P.rince later in 
the day, however, and was present tor the reception or 
President Stenia Vincent on board the Hou.ston. 

President Roosevelt lett the ship on his "Spanish 

Galleon" at 9:15 and was met at the landing stage by 
President Vincent and his entire Cabinet. Full. 
Presidential honor s wars rendered. The Baltian 
constabulary made an excel.l.ant i..uwression and showed 
the results or rine tra1nf.n8. The scene at the land­
ing waa 1mpress1 ve and picturesque owing in part to 
the natural beauty or the harbor, but more partioularly 
to the intense enthusiasm and friendliness or the 
populace assembled on the water rront. 
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PRESID~IAL LOG 

U.S.S. HOUSTON 

An impressive cavalcade ot cars, led by the 
President, dro'&e slowly tbro.r.gh ttle entire town. The 
drive was accompanied by a spontaneous applause of 
a very orderly populace. The excellent policing and 
the modern street drainage were noted. 

The drive terminated at the City Club where 
a small reception was a rranged in President Roosevelt 's 
honor . It was conducted with great dignity and in 
accordance with carefully prepared plans . President 
Vincent made an excellent brier address, the substance 
or which was that or great appreciation tor the Roose­
vol t policy or the good neighbors and all that it 
implied ror Hal t1. President Roosevelt replied 
extemporaneously . His romarks and his visit created 
an extremely t'avorable impression . This was evident 
rrom the comments and expressions or Hal tians and 
Americans alike. A.tter a short private conversation 
with President Vincent, President Roosevelt returned 
aboard the Houston tdth the customary honors. A copy 
or translation or President Vincent 's address togother 
with President Roosevelt's reply "and a joint statement 
is appended marked "A" . 

Shortly arter his return President Vincent an<l the 
Members or his Cabinet returned the call. They were 
given light refreshments on deck and after a brier visit 
retur:ted ashore. 

The Houston and her escort got underway at 1300 and 
proceeded toward Mayaguez , Puerto Rico - - the next port 
or call. 

The weather ashore ha.d been quite uncomfortably 
war m. During the subsequent passage the Presiden tlal 
Party rested in preparation for a long day on the morrow. 

{rJft£J. The HOU3tOn completed mooring to the very 
excel18"ii"t""Tock at !:ayaguez by 0700 . A fleet or cars was 
in readiness and a battalion or Puerto Rican troops was 
paraded on the dock. 

Governor Winship arrived on board at 0830 and \Jas 
accorded full honors by the Houston . lie held conversation 

on board w1 th the President after which the President and 
b.ls entire Party began the drive to San J'uan . It began 
to rain after the first hour and continued throughout the 
remainder of the drl ve . The roads were in quite good 
condition but are so tortuous that the rate or progress 
was slow. The drive t ook us through some very lovely 
country with thick tropical tollage . The Flamboyant 
trees in t'ull bloom added charming spots ot color to t he 
roadside and to the countryside. .1n enthU-'iaetlc populace 
lined the r oads an<l assembled ln the villages. J. list or 
stopping places w1 th a record or events and r emarks by 
ttle President 18 appended marked "8". 
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PHESIDBNTIAL LOG 

U.S .S. HOUSTON 

APPENDIX "A" 

COPY OF TRANSLATION OF PRESim:NT STEIUO VINCENT'S 

ADDRESS OF WELCOU A.T CAPE HAITIAN , HAITI 

JULY 5, 1934. 

Mr. President: 

Tb.e joy, the very great joy which we !'eel today 
in bidding you welcome is or a signal character and 1 t 
is certainly at least equal to the great honor which 
you pay us in vis! ting Hai tia.n soil. It is a leg1t1-
ma te pleasure which is t'ully justified by the events 
now 1n progress, a pleasure which has its origin in 
the depths or t he soul from which spring the pure 
sentiments or gratitude and recognition. We cannot 
forget, in e!'!'ect, and t his country will never forget, 
that it is due to your personal policy -- to your good 
neighbor policy -- which your administration has so 
generously inaugurated with the other states of this 
hemisphere , that we are at this moment at the last step 
leading to our complete and det"initlve sovereignty. 

I have the most agreeable and clear recollection 
o:r our conversations in ~ash1ngton. The sympathy with 
which you received and revised the aspirations of the 
country which I represented , the broad and just under­
atandill8 which you displayed of 1 ts immediate needs and 
of everything which can provide !'or its fUture wel l 
being made you leas a negotiatior than a great friend 
of the case of our independence and prosperity. I cannot 
say how happy I am to recall that publicly on this 
holiday and to thB.nk you ror 1 t in the name or my com­
patriots who are gathered here, in the name of the 
authorized representatives or the nation and in the 
name or all those who, here or elsewhere, are joining 
in the homage which the government or the republic 
wished to render to its illustrious visitor in this 
City or Cape Haitian which destiny seems decidedly to 
have indicated :for the consecration of' our greatest 
national events . Here, in ef:fect , history repeats 
itself and this second vis! t, this time a peaceful 
one, this joyous, festive visit , has taken place in 
the same scene as the :first one -- in the same surround­
ill8S which saw the last great teat of' arms of our tore­
!"athera, 1n November 1803. 

Ot the three essential points which we discussed 
in our conversations in Washing ton, two have already 
been realized, at least on the part of the American 
Goverllm9nt, which baa made the necessary effort .for the 
cessation of i ts financial control in this country, and 
bas spontaneously offered to present to us a large part 
of the equipment which 1 t possesses in Hal ti. The work 
is tbare:fore being perfected, and your third promise will 
soon be an accomplished !'act . In effect , your excellency, 
let us hope that as soon as you receive the necessary 
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authorization tram Congress to conclude treaties and 
commercial accords and to modlt"y. accordingly to the 
circumstances the provisions or your customs tariff, 
you could undertake , 1n the same spirit or justice and 
good will which you showed in the settlement or the 
question or financial control, a special treatment 
tor certain or our products. 

As the authority which you requested has just been 
granted I have the conviction that we shall shortly sign 
the diplomatic instrument which will establi.sh these 
tarif'f' advantages and that the principal commodities and 
products or Hal tl will henceforth tlnd a readier outlet 
in the great American market which by 1 ts prox1m1 ty and 
its consuming power and by the present rapidity or 
communications, constitutes f'or our export trade an 
almost natural outlet . 

That, gentlemen , is what we owe to the ltberal and 
generous _policy ~ President Roose velt and what we have 
a right to expect t'rom it. Thererore in thanking him 
tor his memorable visit , in thanking him tor everything 
that he has done and tor everything that he can still do 
tor our small country, I am convinced that I again speak 
ror the entire nation and that I raitb.tully interpret the 
intimate thought of every Haitian citizen. 

That 1s why I raise my g l ass with enthusiasm a.nd ask 
you , gentlemen, to raise our glasses to President Roose­
velt and the ever growing prosperity or the great nation 
whose destiny he directs . 

PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT'S REPLY TO PRESiru:NT VINCENT ' S ADDRESS 

CAPE w..ITUN , HAITI , JULY 5 , 1934 

Opening remarks spoken in French in errect "That it 
gave him t he greatest possible pleasure to visit ffaiti and 
t hat he was most a:ppreciative or the cordial reception 
that had been extended to him. That fourteen years ago 
he made a speech in French at Port au Prince and thought 
that perhaps it would be better on this occasion to make 
his address in English. " 

Mr. President: 

I am very happy to corte back to Cape Ba1 tlan. I shall 
always remember as long as I live the week which I had the 
privilege or spending in the Republic or HaUL I am glad 
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to come back especially at a time when the relationship 
between the Republic or Hal t1 and the Republic or the 
United States will be restored to a basis ot complete 
independence. I am glad that as a result or the visit 
or President Vincent to Washington. as he has so well 
said, two out or three :points which we considered have 
already been consUillmated. 

Very soon , within, I think, a month or six weeks 
the last Americans who have served here with the Garde 
de Hal ti and with the Marines will leave the Republic 
ot Hal t i. That is not all I am very hopeful. and am 
very certain that when these Americans leave your s hores 
you will think or them with the spirit of fri endship and 
that you will be happy .tn tha days to come remembering 
that they tried to help the people of Haiti and so when 
they go , Mr . President, I am certain also that you will 
carry on the same spirit of tl"iendship between our 
peoples which must always exist in the .future . We shall 
have the same confidence, closer relationships of com­
merce and also somethi ng that you desire tar more than 
commerce and the. t is a spirit ot unders t anding and 
a spirit of t'rlendship between not only our two peoples 
but also our two governments . 

And so, Mr. President I am happy to come here once 
more. I wish that I had the opportunity to go from one 
end of the Republic to the other . In this short visit 
I want to thank you for your hospital! ty and I want ·to 
thank you tor the great pains to which you have gone to 
make my visit most comfortable . I want to drink to the 
health or the President or Ha1 tl, to the Government or 
Hal tl , and to the people of Hal tl. May our f riendship 
ever continue . 

JOINT STATEMl:NT OF PRESIDENTS VINCENT AND ROOSEVELT 

CAPE HAITIAN, HAITI 

JULY 5 , 1934 

COM!!t1NI9.UE 

During t he conve.rsations today, Jul .y fifth, in 
Cape Haitian between President Roosevelt and Presidont 
Vincent, the · follo'r.i.ng conclusions were reached: 

(l} In view or the rapid progress made by the 
Garde d 'Haiti, and upon the request or the Haitian 
Government, it has been agreed that the Garde d 'Haiti 
will be turned ove r to complete Hal tlan command on 
A.ugust 1, 1934. All American Marine forces now in 
Haiti will be withdrawn a fortni ght later. 

- 3 -



PRESIDENTIAL LOG 

U .S.S. HOUSTON 

A.PPZNDIX "A" (Continued) 

(2) President Roosevelt informed President 
Vinoant or the action or the Congress ot the United 
States w.hich authori.zed him to present to the Hal tlan 
Government a portion ot the equipn:ent belonging to 
the American Government now in use by the Garde 
d'Bai.t1 and the Marine forces in Haiti. 

(3) Negotiations will begin shortly between the 
two Governments tor the conclusion or a coau:nercial 
treaty' the underlyl:ng principles or which have been 
under discussion tor some tilne . It is hoped that 
such a treaty will result in a mutually prot! table 
increase in the commerce between the two countries . 

The conversations held between the two Presidents 
at Cape Haitian have served to reattirm the reeling ot 
trlendahlp and cordiality existing between the United 
States and Haiti, a reeling which was signally marked 
in the course ot their conversations held last April 
in the City ot Washington, D. C. 

Presidential Pal.ace, 
Cape Ha1 tian, 

July 5, 19M. 

End at: Appendix "A." 

- 4 . -


	00958
	00959
	00960
	00961
	00962
	00963
	00964
	00965
	00966
	00967
	00968
	00969
	00970
	00971
	00972

