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INFORMAL RE!o!ARKS OF THE PRESIDENT 

Grand Coulee 

August 4, 1934 

Senator Dill, Governor Martin, my f riends : 

I go back a long, long way in my i nteres t in 

the Gr and Coulee . Some people in t his country think 

that this is a new project but I r emember v er y well that 

in the campaign of 1920, when I wa s out through the 

Nortlmest , it was a very live subj ect at tha t time . 

My old friend , Senator Dil l , bei ng of an his

torical turn of mind , went back into the dark ages of 

14 years ago and dug up a speech I made i n Spokane. He 

br ought it t o me on the trni n and I am going to r ead it 

t o you -- not the speech but about two sentences of it 

for the historical r ecord - - t o show that people have 

been thinking about the Columbi a River f or a gr eat many 

years . 

In 1920, I sai d this : 11 Coming through today on 

the tra in" (I was comi ng through from Montana and Idaho) 

"ha s made me think pr ett y deeply. When you cross the 

mountain states and tha t por tion of t he coa st s t ates t hat 

lie wel l back from the ocean, you are impressed by those 

great s tretches of physical t erri t ory, just land, t err itory 

no?! pr actically unused but destined some day t o conta in 

the homes of thousands and hundreds of thousands of citizens 
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like us, a t erritory to be developed by the nation and 

for the nation . As >:e were coming do<m the river today" 

(this was 14 years ago) "I could not help thinking, as 

everyone does, of all that water running down unchecked 

to the sea ." 

Well, there is the text of "·hat we are trying 

to do in this country today . I went on and said : 

"It is not a problem of the State of Washington; 

it is not a pr oblem of the State of Idaho; it is a problem 

that touches all the other states in the Union ." It is a 

problem, a s I said then, that interests us way back in old 

New York State . We have made beginnings -- scratching the 

soil - - and I like to think that they are only beginnings; 

that even in our l ifetime we are going t o see wi th our own 

eyes these pr oblems taken up on a vastly greater scale. 

It t ook 14 years for that prophecy to come true, 

but it is on its way and most of us who are here today are 

going to be alive when this dam is f inished and the 

Bonneville and s lot of other dams are f inished . As I 

said to the Secretary of the Interior when we were on the 

other side of the river a f ew minut es ago, we are in the 

process of making t he American people 11dam minded ." 

People are going t o under stand some of the impli

cations of building dams in the higher s tretches of riv ers 

all over the country . The Chief Engineer here was telling 

me a f ew minutes ago that th e eventual completion of this 
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dam is going to mean the doubling of potential power 

of ev er y site on the Columbia River between here and the 

mouth of the Snake , and that is a lot of power . 

It is going to mean f r om t he Snake down to sea 

level, adding 5o% t o potential power they have t oday . 

That means a l ot . I t is going t o affect not only the 

Columbia River Basin, but the whol e of the mountain states 

and Pacific Coast t erritor y . We are going to see, I be

l ieve, with our o\vn eyes , el ectricity and power made so 

cheap that they will become a standard article of use, 

not mer ely for agriculture and manufacturing but for every 

home within the r each of an electric transmission l ine. 

The experience i n those sections of t he world 

that have cheap power pr oves very conclusively that the 

cheaper the power, the more it is used in the homes and 

on the f arms and in small business es . And that makes me 

believe that this l0\"1 dam which we are under taking at the 

present time i s going to justify its exis t ence before it 

is complet ed by our being able to contract for the sale 

of pr actically all of the power that it will develop . If 

we are justified in t hat belief, and hope , then we come 

down t o Chapt er II, which is the building of the high dam. 

I wont to t ake this opportunity, my friends, of 

tell ing you something about the amount of money the 

Federal Government is spending in t he t hr ee states of 
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the Coast . I should have liked personally to have been 

able to say to the Secretary of the Interior to proceed 

from the very beginning by setting aside, allocating, the 

money f or the complete project here . But the fact is that 

out of the total sum made available to the Administr·ation 

by the Congress, we have allocated in these states of the 

Coast a much lar~er proportion of that fund than the popu

lation of the three states justifies . I am talking to you 

frankly - - it has meant that by allocating a larger portion 

of the three billion doll ar fund to the Coast than a mere 

figure of populat i on would justify, we have had to take 

some money from other states and give them less than they 

v1ould have got normally on a population basis . Many other 

states have got less than what might be called their normal 

quota. Why did ~re do it? We did it, in my judgment, with 

perfect propriety and r.ith the knowledge that those states 

that didn ' t get quite as much as the Coast got would under

stand and appr ove it. We did it because out here in the 

Mountain States and in the Coast States you have unlimited 

natural r esources; you have vast acreage, capable of support

ing a much larger population than you now have . We believe 

that by pr oceeding vlith these great projects it Vlill not 

only develop the well-being of the Far West and the Coast, 

but it will also giv e an oppor tunity to many individuals 

and many families back in the older settled par ts of the 
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Nction to come out here and distribute the burdens V.'hich 

fall on them more heavily than they fall now on the West. 

You have great opportunities end you are doing 

nobly in grasping them . A gr eat many year s ago , 75 or 80 , 

a great editor in the City of NeVI York sai d , 11Go west , young 

man . " Horace Greeley is supposed to be out- of- date today, 

but there is a great opportunity for people in the East, 

in the South and some of t he over-crowded par ts of the 

Middle West. You here show t hem the opportunity of sti ll 

going west . 

I am going to try to come back here when the dam 

is finished and I know that this country is going to be 

filled with homes not only of a grea t many people of this 

state, but by a great many f amilies from other states of 

the Union -- men and women and children who will be r.~aking 

an hone&t livelihood and doing their best successfully to 

live up t o the American standard of living End the American 

standard of citizenship. 

So I leave here today with the feeling that this 

work is well undertaken; that we are going ahead with a 

useful pr oject and that we ar e going to see it through for 

the benefit of our country. 
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3enator Dill , "ovornor ·:artln, ~ frienr:la : 

I go be.c1: 11 l one, louc ;:e.y tn -:y intero~t in tt.'l Cir and Couloe. 
C<XDO poople in thill cour.tcy thire: tl'.nt this is n ne• Jroject but ! 
retl«.lbor VOl"J roll that in tho CUIJ)Oir.)Jt or 1"20, ••'wn 1 '"'BS out 
thro~l the north~est , it ~11s o. very ltvo subject ot that tli~ . 

;;y ol~ friend , :Ailator Dill, beiilt; oi" a historical turn or mind. , 
'.'ellt bi'lck into tilo dar!: o~oo of l4 ~ears e:Go tmd dl\; up a a")eech I 
:'"¥!do in S,ol:uno . e bro~)l.t i t to in9 on tho troin o.."\d. I &!:1 {!,Oi~ to 
read it to you -- not thll .:Jpooc;, but obout t •-o sent enceo of it tor 
tre historic ... ! rocord -- to sho11 tloat !_)eOplo have b~on thinl:1n_. !!.bout 
the Colunb!A :~ivor fo r a .,:reo.t JJany yoors. 

In 1920, I aaid. t .. is: ·'Co~1in3 throu;-)l tocl11y on the tr:1in·' ( I 
110e C0!'1in.; t:1.rou-s,h frro ·:ontans £1;J.d Id:-.ho) ·•·:ns mde :.1e t h in!: Jrotty 
deepl y . hen JOU crooo t;v~ uounto.in ste.~es cnU t:.l't !)Ortton of the 
coo at at.otn& tlkl t lie ""ell baci: fro:..1. the ocecm , !'OU oro i;,preas~d by 
tl'.ooo sreat et:retct'.oa oi :;>hysical terri tory, just lend , terri tory nOI'l 
,recticolly WJ.ua.::d but de&tii!&cl. so.t~ 6-.,y t o contain tl"oo b.otteo o: 
thouaantie uno\ l"ounG.re~s or th01.>~3!'<.s of citizens li~=e us, e tarritory 
to ':~e dev:llo)OG OJY ti·e nation anU for the nation . ,3 r.oJ 1"'0:"0 croin=; 
dor!l t~10 .·ivJt" tCX:.o~· (thiu .-:as 14 JM.r3 ..~~o) 1 could not :•el:l thi~t
in~, as avor;ono L.oos, or a ll thct · "at~r ru::min::; do .. n WlCheC::ed. to 
tl·e ::ee . " 

·ell , t':ere is the t"xt of "hat ""'8 arc trJL.g to do in tJ:I ls 
co~.:ttry tod.lly , I ··cnt on .J.n.:. s.;.id: 

''lt ia nnt a i»''blcu: of \;h.~ ttat-, of gs:;Jil(.ton; it 1a not o 
!'roblem of th'l Steto or Idaho); it is ~ :r;robl eo tM.t touches oll t.10 
ot:,.,t. etotoo in the r"n ion . " H is 2 !)roblen, ::.s I .sn.id t"ell , tt-.at 
intereltt~ u.s t:ay boo!;: 1:1 old : e" '!o::k '3tote . ··a ~we tl"\(l.e be-;in
nin.:;e -- acr:~:tc'lin~ tho soil - - . .md I lil~ to thin:= that th~:· .:~ro 
onl:' berln"11.:l"8; tile'~ even in our ltfet:Uoo 1:o al·e ,.oi.l; to see rrith 
our oun eyes ';\l.eso )ro~le.::s tak:e,l u, on c. vastly ·~reatcr scille. 

It tool; 14 ;ears for t lwt ;lrop~ec:· to 001:10 t r ue , bu t it io on 
its t·n:' V:nu H·>3t of us ~·ho aro ilcre today al"Q .;ntn3 to bo o.liV'l r:ton 
th i o d.ll"t ir::l finished lnd thB llonnoville and ::. l::lt of othor dar-a nre 
finiohod . .s I Ooli~ to t he Secrotur~· of tro Interior ··!len 1"'8 ··oro 
on the other oido of t:~o rive r •· f\)1 ·Jir.utes a.:;o , \"le a1·e in t )la pro
cooe or rm.l:in .. t:1e Anericon :>eo:9le 11 dlm. :•indeC:... " 

:•oo,lo uro ~oill(: to und~rstand SCI"le of the ir~Uco.tious or 
buildil.l(! d.".n3 iJt the :•i.)1o.r strotct.cs or r1vors all over tho country. 
7·10 Chief :~n~ineor hero ,·:a tel l1n·} L\0 a fa• .. : inut..J a oc;o that the 
ovontuol corJ!)letion of t~ia dum is roi nc to .:X!an t:u: doublin~. of 
poter.tiul !>0'-or of ove1;t nib on t;u, Col\L..--bi a J:iva r bot,-eon :1.ero sne1 
the uouth or '.:he Snal':"l , r.m1 tMt ia a l ot of po• er. 

It 1a r,oin.; to uoan !ron the Snal~ dct"'J\ to soa ltlvel, .ld.cHn,; 
~ to }'Oten tiel po~-er they Mve tocl<J!f . ?'18. t ,JM.ns .l lot. It ia 
cotnc to o!'fect .,ot only tlte Col \l!!bio ;.iver 3eain, \)ut tha tilolo or 
the tiOWlt!l.in ata';ea and ·:uci f ic Coast territory, o arc zoinr: to 
aoo , I believe, t:i t l1 our 0'-n eyes , eloct ricity and po'""Or D':ldo so 
e'"oea·> tt.o t t~;ey '-ill beco 10 o atooclc.rG. article of 1!80, not 1:\eroly for 
.:ll',rlculture :,n~ m:.nut".:~cturin,_ ~ut for ever!' !tOCXt '"!thin ti•e re:tch of 
on o lectric transwission line . 
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The eY,er!o:1ce in t.booo sections of t.!:lo rol"ld th3t. hevu cheap 
'?OWr pro..-o vory co-,cluatvel:.• t'1t. t tt.e c'leo:_ler th., pol;er, the oore 
tt is WJed tn t:1a h~a and on the teiTJJ and i n !0811 bue1n0esee • 
• .nd. th:~.t mkou -. bolieve t!:lat t~ia lot" do!:l .. hich .-e are undort!.k
inS at tho :prennt ti:":e ia <!Oint; to jw.ttty ita oxtstonco botore 
tt is coqJleted by our being ubl e to contract !or tho aalo or ;roc
tically ell of the ponr that it ~111 develo!J. It ue ere juati
rtod in tlw.t bol1ef , and ho,a , the:\ '\O cor..e do·m to Chovtor II, 
~bich 11:1 tho buil<l.tnc of the l'1Gh doo. 

I rttnt to take this op!)Ortunity, ny !rbnds, of tellinG you 
ao!':lelthing cbout the o .. ,ount o! ~ner t!'.& l!'ederel Governnent ia s,end
tng in the t~:reo stoteo of t::e Coa:.t . I ohould ho.vo li!:cd person
all~' to m:tve been able to say to the Secretary of the Interior to 
:lroceed tror· tte very ilo.:;tnn1n3 by Dettiflb aside, ullr)eat1n3 , the 
wono;.r for tho eompl eh :;n-ojeet horo . But t :\e feet io tho.t out of 
th total IIU.J1 m.1de avo:~ileblo to the J.dl.linistro.tion by the Con6:..~ou, 
ne bave o.llocated in t heoc s";etoo oi the. Coast a. r.1ueh larcer pro
!]Ortion of that fund t(lan tbo pO~)Ulation or the thrcs states justi 
fies. I &:1 tal!:in-, to you franl=l:t -- it bas !I!eont tbo.t by ollo
eating n lar,36r portion o"l tho t~reo billion <.lolla!' fund to t!:e 
Coast than a nero tic,ure of !'Oi>Ulation r.ould. justify, re have :1aG. 
to tttke so::"'tt r.1oney fro; otl1or states -:n() t9. ve thma len thaa tbr<ty 
roul~ hllve got normally on a ,apulation belli a , :.any other 11tetea 
hO.ve cot loss than "rha t ni·llt be called their noma! quota. ·by 
did ·.~e do it? 'e did i t, i 11 nt' judfPent , • it;, Jertect !)roJriet!' 
.1nd • ith the !a1o· •led_,e that t!-.ooo states that did.n1 t Get q_uitc aa 
cuch as the Cooat co~ • oul.;. tcl()e~·st....r.d end ""-:.r.>rove it. ·a did it 
because out here in the ilounto.in State~ on.d in t~.e Coast States you 
h.:!:ve unlieiteG n.:1tural resow-ees; ""JOU h.av'l VoJ.st .::.croa50 , eep::~bl'l or 
sury,orti~ o JUCJ. la~or })O!)ula tion than you no.., hove. •·e believe 
ti1.11t by ~roeeocaiX_ t·itd t~so (,_root project:;; it ·ill ~t onl~· d.ovelop 
the well-bein,s of their ··::at and t:le coa&t , but it -.·ill e.lso t;ive 
an O!);?(lrtunity to ClOhY indivicluals and rnny fe.nilies back ill the 
ol6er aottl&d parte of the l'ati:~n t<J cu..;o out here ar.d distribute the 
burdens r hieh fall. on t:1er1 more heavily than they foil no~ on the 
oat . 

You bave c;:reat O!,))Ortunitj"es Sild you oro doin.; nobly in 6raap-
ing then. A great ~""Y years Of.O , ?5 or 80, a srant editor in the 
City of !.ar Yorl: 4411.i., Go Pest, younJ ron . " :Ioroce C.reoley 1a su!)-
poaed to be out-o!-dato todtl¥ , but th3re is n .:;rcat op!):Jrtunity for 
'>eO?lO in the :a.at , in tho South u.ui s <Y .e of the ovcr- cro· ·~ell ,arte 
of the iiiddlo · eat. You here shon them the op)ortun1 ty of at ill 
aoing ·~eat . 

I o.n zoinf', to tcy to 00'18 baek here Plum the dllm ie fini&liOd 
and I knot~ thot this country ia coing to be fi lled 1 ith hOJles not 
only of a t,r oot osny poo,le of this atnto, but by a creat m_.my fa.mi
Uoo fl'OL1 ot'1or at3toa of the Union -- nen and ~:omn und ch ildror. 
'tho 1~111 be :111!::ine; an honest livelihooG. a=-ad r.i.oLJC their boat aue 
ceufully to live u;> to t ho Jo.neric£.n standard of livin!' and the 
,;'eriean standard of ci tizeno.hi~. 

So I l oavo llere todoy r.ith th:!! faoliR!. that this · ork io f:ell 
unGortal'Sn; thet 1 e e:-e soing ahead 1 ith a useful 1)rojeet ana thot 
ue ore &Oil'lf, to ace it throu:,l. for the benefit or ow- country. 

-o- - ':nd- -o-
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