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CAUTlOll: PJ£ASt: OBSERVE ftr:LEJ.:3E Au~~t 5, 1934 , 

NOrE: Th13 f'.dd!"c· :J:J of the Pr:!:s!dcttt. to be delivered from 
Tr.o Jdcd1c1r.e ~h .. 1,.t, 'l1o.cier Not ionn1 Fl' r k, is r oleoe&d tor 
publication in editl.o:>r::J of :t.tW3J'I&pers np,eor1r-s or. the s tro -. t3 
!i'OT EARLIER "7KAH 'i'::50 r.M.. , MOU:t'Z'J..B ZIJJE - - :) . JO P. L! . EAster n 
Ster.dnr1 TiDe -- SUNDA\ , AUGUST 5 , 11.,4 . 

?le030 aatesuar'! tu;"lu.nt prer..aturc rolease. 
S'i'EPliEU EARLY 

t.s31atant ~e creter;; to the ?re:1ident. 

I have beer.. ba.ck on the :Jo11 of tht.~ cor.tir.er.ta : United 

Stateo for three dnyo aft e r !"'os t: interentbg v1s1t3 to our fellow 

Aoerieons in Puerto Ri co, '~c Virgin !3lOnd;. , the CnMl Zone and 

the Territory of !!8wa l~ . I return with the conviction t hat their 

prot l em3 are e!\:Jer.tially 31mi :ar t o those of ua who live on the 

mo1n1ar-.d and., furthermore , that thej a1·e enthu3 i!lnticoll; t'\oi ng 

their port to improve their cor..dition3 of :.i.fe a-::<1 thereby the 

~or.titi.On3 of life of :111 A.meri~GT.:l · 

on ?rid.a:r or..".l 3atuMA.j' I hud the opportunity of aeeing the 

actual construction work U!"..:ier w.'ly in the firot two national 

pro jecta for the 1 c-vclopr:cnt of the Col-.m!)la RivP.r Basin · At 

Bonneville , Orep;on, a great dar., 140 m1le3 ir..lond, at tho lal"t 

r loce wherP tt~c :-ivcr lecps dovtn over rapids to :Jca level, rr111 

:rrovido r:ot or.l:r o lo:~r;o;c dP.'Ielorner.t of cheep power but abo will 

er.able ve:Jocl3 to rroce:ed another 70 or ao miles into the interior 

of' the count:::oy . 

At flror.d r.oulec , i r. nor-ch r.:er.trol Wllohi ngton, er ever. 

grea t e r dolT. will ret::ulstc the .flovr of th~ Colwn\'11!\ !\iv.:r , develop­

ing power nr.d, in the future , wi!.l open ur o lar~e tract of po :::oched 

lond for tho benefit of tnio and :'uturP '""'!'lcrt•.tinn3. Msn:r 

fcm111o3 in tho oi.DJ3 to come , I am c onfl.C.-:-·~t , will thank us of 

t hi:J generation for providing :Jrr.all fa.ml'l on w~ ic~l the:r will at 

least ~c able to MOkc or. honc :Jt :~r.d hm·.orab!.e ll.\'elihood. . 

Toi o:r , fo r the fir:-~t tim:! in m:- life , i ha\·e nocn Glacier 

~ark. Ferhopa I can best .:~x~re:Ja to ::ou :l'G" thrill ond ( e l13ht 

h:r sayi ng thot I wi oh every A!r.ericsa , ol-:1 and yotUl{;, co\•ld have 

been with mo today. ':he gr eet :nountains, t he gloc ier:t, the lake s 

nnd the trocB n-.okc r~o lons to :~to:; he1·e for all the rc!'Jt. ':>t tho 

o\.Um':.or. 
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Go~rorh<'r.n r.re :;cnerolly ?bJectionaCl c nr4 :ret it 1a not 

uzJd!-1. to :tat from the ator.dpoir..l ot c: eene2'y :~.lone thnt if 1!".an:r 

er.d ir.deef'\ moat of our Ar:cricnn r..ntionol park3 fiOr d to be :.et dC"'~'" 

at::pthero on the continer.t of Europe thou:-o.r.d.a or An:erioo.na would 

jourJley oll tho way ocros: tho oceer. i :1 order to soe t hoir bJobtie3, 

There 114 nothu:G 30 A.:nrico:t fls our n:ltior.al parks. ':he 

sconory nnd wild. lite ore nc- tive and the ft:.r.dnr..cntol ideo be!"ti:1cl. 

the r erk3 in notlvo. It 1:1, i!"4 lrL:f, thDt t:he cour.try hclon53 

to the people; that r:b.at it 1:: oni whll t it 13 ir. tho pr oce38 ot 

rr.nkinR 1 ~ for tl'.e enrichment or the l1vo.:o tf all of ua . Thus tho 

park~ ~to.r.d a~ the ,.,u twaJ:>d OJ-rr.bol of thi R srcnt hUJI'I!\n pr1:1ciple. 

It wo3 on a fn:r.ous r.i2;ht , G4 :;ea:-a ago , that a g!'oup of' 

r.,en who had C"r·n e:x!l:)rir..e the Yellow3tone country (tCt!larcd a.b.lut 

a oon-.pfire to '11ACU~ 3 'rthnt could be rlor..e \'lith t!1::1t wouderlcnd of' 

beauty . It 13 /'lt:11 tl".ot ..,r.c of the ;r:-tJ, a :.a.rrrer from the 

5toto of Mont'~n--, .::orncl11.:.s Eu.lgcs , r.d•Ja:·.c.e:d tho idoo that the 

regior. r.l.i!lht b~ rrcccrvc !'or a:: tir..· "'a a :1~tionol pa.::-k for 

the bcr.c1'1t of oll the pe:orle .:l~ th'! ~iot1o:1 . A::o a reGult of th.ot 

3Uggoat1on, Yel!.ow3tonc Xotion:'ll ! ark was r.Gtabli t~hed i:t 1172 by 
ir".J 

Act of Cor.gre~a 03 o "rloc.31£7' crounci. 11 !or the s.corle . like 

that pi".ro3e bccnu3e, ir. tho ye.,l':) that h'lve follow"'1, our greot 

serie3 of prk:-~ ir. evar'J rart of the "C::1ion hove "bocC'Ime tr.cltt"d o 
i~g 

'
1plonsu!f grour.d 11 for mill!.ono of A.rr.crtcor.3 . 

M; old i'ri~nc, ?ror..kl in Y. · L::.me , Secrctar:,; of tho Ir:t.~:-ior 

tn the Wiloon Ad.-ti nit:atration, vtcll G.::-3~l·ibcd -:..ho :-olicht"l govcl'n­

i:lS the HCition~l rork t.dr..1:;1otrntton ·.\•hon he 31lid : 

11-:'hc roli~y to v.:!'l! ch the :.,crvt ee wt:i.: a .1hcre 1~ 
b~acd on threo t-roo.d r r ir.::ir !.es : Pir st, th.:lt the r.at to:1a l 
parks n-.u:~t bo :r~1nto1red in o.bsolut .lJ uniwpni:red .!'orm for 
the u:~o of future goncr otlona 0 :1 -.. r~-! as thoae ot o·tr O\m 
tir.:e ; t~ ocor.i, that they orG oe1.. aro::•t !'or the use , 
observation, hca.lt!l or.d ~lca:mrc t)f th"· reople ; and, t!1.1rd , 
that the notional tr.tercst :::'.lst :iic~~te oll ~cciat":-..~ 
c.fteetlne; rut. lie or pri vote 'Jr.te:-.:-rt:te h: t!1e pork.> . " 

J:'h.o rrot~or.t Notior.al P~:-k ~er•:t.co ~tar:.aR D~ 0!"" • .JXOmr:e or 

officier.t and for-scei!lfl iJo-..·ern:ne:l'.;e~ ac:.r..tnutrot1on ,Jv- to 

ih former dutioo I bddcd le3t Jf:O:' by tl'Dn:Jfe:-rl:l£; frOr.l. ot!\cr 



deportrJonh rr.·•l7 )t;hor prrka , battlefield alto:: , DOrtorbl:t 'ln:i 

notior.o.l ttonw::or.t:~ · 'ibio concontroUor. or rc3ponaib111t~· hoa 

thuo. !!".Ode it poaaiblo to oJT.bork on o p.:rr.wr1i!nt p.1rk rollcy os c 

groat rec r eational ond cducatlo:;.al project -- or.e 'lhi::h no other 

countr:r in thu world hn3 ever undurtBkcn in such n brood way tor 

protection: of ita natural end hi:Jtor:.z t!"caaurco. ond !'or tno cr.joy­

mcnt o!' them b7 vast ntlr.lbcr3 of J=eoplc . 

Toda7 I hllve 3een aome of the work of the r'ivJ.liar. Conoer­

va'~ion Corpo boy:; 1r. thi!l r.orth\':estern countr:,· Of the three 

hundr.,d thousanc\ young mer. 1r. these Camps , 75,000 nre at vtork 1r. 

our national park3 . Here , ur.1.cr trained loader:Jhip, we ore helr1ng 

these men to helr thern~elve=' ar.d their fat:J.1lies end at the 3&me 

time we e rA moki ng the rerko more &\'Silable ano more US"'ful for tho 

average citizen. Hun-treda of rr.!~es of tirebreok:~ hav-. been l'lui:!.t, 

fire ho.zard:J have boer. reciuce1 0:1 groat tracto of timb~rland, 

thouoands of r.tile3 of roa'i:tide have br.:n cleared1 2500 mile:l of 

trail:J !1ove benr, cor..str".J.cted anC 10, Oco ae::-es have been reforested­

Other ten:l of thou;,or.d3 of acre:. hove beer. treated !'or tree 

disease anti !JOil e!'O:Jion. T!li:; i:l but ar.other exa~rle of our ef ­

forts to bu1lo1, r.ot for t~a:;alor.e but for tOl:'lOrro\\· a:1 well . 

He :;houl<\ remember that the -:ievelopment of our national 

park ay3tem o-.:er a period of nar,y ··ear=' ~s not been a :Jir.:plo be'i 

of rot\es. A:'! in the ca:;"' ir. the lont; fight for the rre:"'ervot ion 

of notional foreats and ·.,ote:o rower ar:d mineral d~rosito ar.d other 

:lStionol tOiHJ8Saiona, it hat! beer. a lo~g end i"ic-rce fight agair:et 

many rrivat'l) ir..te!'81"1tO WhiC'~l 'flere nntr• nc!'led in l'Olitical and 

economic r.ower. So, too, it he3 been e eon .:~ tont at1•uggle to pro­

tect the rubli~ inte:oe:'lt once cleoreO. !':-om pr1.vot~ e.xrloitation 

at the hand:1 of the aclfl..th !EW · 

It took a bitter sr::."U\;tle to t c:1ch the .:ou."l.try at large 

that our notional res.,urce::t o.re n.,t inex~\3U.ltible tmd that, when 

rublic domain io 3tOltt;\, 8 t\10 -fOld i::. j ury ia done, for it is a 

theft 01, t.he t1•ea.1w•e of the ~reaent and at the oaee ti~"~ bar11 the 

roe,_ of opportunit:; to the future. 
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···e l:.tvf'l r.-o~ th( sreoter J::&rt of the t1r,:ht to obtain an1. to 

retain th.,:lc sro· t ,ublic ~ork r.ropert1e3 for the :>er.· fit of the 

public . ,'o ore e ~ the thr~..: 3bol.d or e\·&r. tlore trr.ortor.t a batth 

to save our re:Jourou ot a-:rteulture srvi 1r.du3tr:r against the 

:\elfishr-•!38 of ir . .:J tvlc!uah . 

The Secretary of the Interior in 1 33 ar.nounced that th13 

year of 1034 'NBG to b~ e .... J l".n3iZ'3G 11:1 "rattor.al Pnrk:1 Year- 11 

I am c;lad to :lay that ther (:' ha:1 been n l!'.B¢n1fieent re;JpOn:l iJ ami 

that •·he r.urnber v131t1r.g 0\:.1' r.etior.al parlt3 ha ~ 3hown a :lplen1.1d 

inereb ne . But I deoided today th'lt e \· ,..ry yoar ought to be 

11National rarkaYl;flr "· That 1:"1 WhJ, with ell the earne:1tnena at 

:rr<J corr.mand, I o :pl•e:l:J to JOU the hope that "tach and ave1!y one of 

you who car. pos31bl;.r flr.d the ~~an3 ani opportunity for ~o llioing 

will •Ji:Jit our notiona l pa:c-l"e 01~d usa th en as they are intfllnded 

to be usell. . The:r ar~ r.ot !"or the rbh alone. C!&M!"inu i:~ free, 

t b.t: :l& l"!: itatJ on i:1 excellent · Lou 'Yill fi::d them in every port 

of i:.he Unior. . You will !'ir.d gloriO'l~ r~c'ln ~ry of ~very character; 

JOU will fir,d ever7 ~lira tei y ou will ~eri'orJT. tho douhle functioa 

ot e "!: jOJ ir.g mu~h and le ~r:lir.G r.:uch. 

Yle ere 1to:~f1nitel~ in er. era o f builcl.i:J.g, the be:1t ~iad of 

buildinG -- the Ouildb;: of i%r er. t rublic project::~ for the benefit 

of the public sr,d wit!t the O.efinit'!l objective of buiHing hwr.an 

b,8p~ines 3 . 

I be li•ve , to~', that we tt.re l-,u111ir.g a bettfllr '30mpr ehcn31on 

• f our national ned .. t~· Pe ,.p .. e underatond, A3 never b~·fore , thf'l 

~plend1.; .. pu'Dlic purr,... n that ur.derlies the c:ievclorrner.t of a reat 

pc'Her :11ten, tb~ 1np:-ov1flG of r.ovteation, tt>e rrevention .,r flood::!' 

ar.d a! ,.be eroAhr. of our ngricul turnl ficlf'h, the proventioe ef ( 

forer.t f1re3, th~ diveroifh atioo of fOIT.'.iPS and t he d i::Jtrit-utior. 
of 1ndu:"l~!'7 · We kno-:~, tr.O!'c and. more , that the !!:Dst ~VI:'! o. :ltake in 
the \leP.t ancJ tho 'o/e3t h :l " 8 stake in the Ee:Jt , that th"' Not11)r. 
JT.u~t ar.d flhall be co.'l~l&"red o.~ 8 "'lhole and not 03 an assregotion 
of i!Ajoir~tcd groups . 

May l":e eQt1e better to :m;:,y· ovPry r a.:-t of our great 
heritage ir. the da:73 to C)Me . 



plant and animal lite thet *hey aorea•·• i s t ruly llB.tive. Little has 

ever been introduced into them that comes from foreign soil. ','/hen, sixty 

years ago , Yellowstone Park was established, 1t showed to the world n meo.ns 

of enriching th e national life thrru&}l r eserving for the use ot the people 

a great national possession. Moreover, t he idea behind the park"s i s Ameri-

can. This idea is , i n brief, t hat t he country bel ongs t o ·tho peopl e , not to 

a special, privi l eged class , not to so- called protectors and conservators 

ot the peopl e ' s rights , but truly to the peopl e themselves. America bel ongs 

to Americans . l'lhat 1 t has and what 1 t is in the process or makiU£ is tor the 

enrichment of the lives of al l of u:~ . The parks sto.nd as the ou tward symbol 

ot this great hUI!lWl pri nciple . 

I n ancient t imes , one o f the most valued prerogatives of the 

crown was the power or the ki ng to convert any area that he desired into a 

preservation fo r hi s own per sonal pl ensure and use. This tendency was so 

pronounced that the Bo.rons at Ruunymode considered as an importnnt force upon 

the King , a limitation in the"!tagDa Cnrta upon the crown with regard to the 
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d1apos1t1on ot such lands. But this 11m1to.t1on or the Ki ng•s power did not 

end the selfish use or the God-given resources or the land , because tor 

can turiee not only the King but the pri vtleged clasees twnd 1 t possible to 

keep the people out of the choicest areas in England by the hard force ot 

inhuman law. The pri vileged took wb.at they wished; the commons sought a 

meagre satisfaction out of what remained. 

The grotesqueness or this assumption or superiority is shown by 

the historic tact that a nobleman once prosecuted Shakespeare tor trespassing 

on his g8m9 preserve . Th1D noblemo.n is remembered only because of the dis-

tincti on of the comnonor whom the law pem1 tted him to exclude from his private 

preeervea. 

It i s a rar cry rrcm t T Carta to a famous night sixty- rour 

years ago when a group or men who had been expl oring the Yellowstone country 

gather ed about a camptl.re to discus s what should be done with that wonderland 

or beauty. It is said that one or the grcup suggested that all rue individual 

claims , one to take t he geisers , another the canyons of the Yel lowstone, and 

so on. Then Cornelius He dges , a lawyer from the St a te of Montana, advanced 

the idea that individuals s houl d forego personal gain in order t hat t he regi on 

might be preserved r or all time a s a national park for the benefit or all the 
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people . 

A.a a result or this suggestion YellowstOile Nat t onal Park was 

establi shed in 1872 by act or congress as a "pleasuring ground" tor the people. 

Within the next forty year s a few other great parka were established. 

Finally, in 1916, under the leadership of President Wi l son, the 

Natlonul Park Service was created in the Depo.rtmen t or the Interior tor the 

purpose ot maintaining and developing park areas . One of the most notable 

statements ever mo.de by an .American ls contained in the dtscul!lsion thE£ 

Franklin K. Lane, Secretary of the Interior, incorporated in his statement 

ot policies governing the Natioool Park Administration' 

"Tho administrative policy t o which the ne'i' servi ce will adhere -.: 

~auaoctftded:':'"'.....!I!h' , ppu .• , . is based on three broad principles: First , 

that the national parks must be maintained 1n absolut ely unimpaired fo:rm for 

the use or tuture generations as well as those or our own time ; second, · that 

they are set apart for the use. observat i on, health, and pleasure of the 

people; and third . that the national ln +;ereet must dictate all decisions 

affecting pu~lic or private enterprise 1n the parks." 

No a spect of American government has been guided by a more en-

lightened concept o:t the public interest or administered wi tb greater care 

than the dovelopnont ot national parka . In the aelect1on of new park areas 
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the atrtcteat of principles 1a followed. To enjoy t he distinction, a national 

park must not onl y be beautitul in an extraordinary sense, but must possess 

distinctive characteristico or its own that mark it out from other parka. 

Moreover, 1 ts beauty and distinction mus t anti tle 1 t to national recogn1 tion 

~ 
as diotinguiehed !rom locnl - it it i s to gain the status ot a national 

park. 

In the course of mo.ny year s, however, the~ j urisdiction of 

the parks had become scattered thrrughout a nuraber or separate Departments 

ot the government . There was overlapping and contusion in respons1b1l1ty. 

In order to remedy this situation and in the midst of many and diverse public 

burdens, Secretary Ickes, during his first year of office, found i t poss i bl e 

to plan a CODIPlete reorganiution of the National Park Service. By executive 

order on June 10 , 1933, he tre.naterred tran the navy Department to the Park 

Service a number or national mill tary parks • national cemetaries , battlefield 

sites and several memorial sites. The order trOll.sferred from the Dopo.rtment 

ot Agricul ture several national mont.unents. 

Thla concentration of responsibility has made 1 t possible to 

conceive of a })lU'k policy in o. true sense as a great Hcreat ional and educa-

tional proj e ct . No country i n the world has ever undertaken such a broad 
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program tor the protection ot ita natural and historic treasures a s is now 

being formula ted and devel oped through the Nationnl Park service. 

The Service now includes wl thin tts jurisdiction a vastly diver-

siried and rich collection ot national treasures. This ext ent and d11'ers1ty 

are probably no: generally known. The National Park service administers 

twenty-tour national pe.rks, one national historical park, sixty-seven nat ional 

monuments , eleven national military parks, ten battlefield s i tes, e leven nation-

al cemetari es and tour miscellaneous memorial s. These include l and reser\•a-

tiona cmprising a total area or nearl y fifteen million acres. They include 

such diverse natural beauties as ¥ cad1a in Maine with 1 ts grant te mount ains 

looking over the North Atlantic, the Carlsbad Caverns in New Mexico , the 

act ive volcanoes or Hawaii, the hot springs of Arkansa s , the crana Ca.nyon 

ot Artzona, the great trees ot California, the great Smokey Mounto.ins 

of ·the South , and t hi s great Glacier Park with i ts 250 glaci er-fed lakes 

and ita 60 glaciers. It includes the h ighest mountain or the American Con-

tlnent, Mt . t.!cK1nley . Words fail to describe the aggregate splendors and 

weal t h ot this dana.in. 

In our tight against the human losses ot the depression we estab-

1tr 
l lshed the CCC and pu t more than ~ thousand men at work on our Wltional 
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characters ot men are saved and strengthened and the face ot nature is made 

more useful and beautiful. There are nearly tour hundred CCC camps under the 

euperv1a1on ot the National Park service , one hundred in the national parke 

and two hundred and seventy-two in state, county and metropolitan part areas. 

These men hnve undertaken and br QJcht to eanpletion a vast number 

ot projects. HUndreds of miles of fire - breaks he:ve been b.i.ilt. Fil"e hazards 

have been reduced on hundreds of acres of land . Thousands of miles of road-

side have been cleared, twenty- five hundred miles of trai l s and ten thousand 

acres have been reforested, more than one hundred thousand acres have been 

t r eated for disease . 'tens of~ acres have been g iven er osion control 

measures and landscape treatment • 

,Jh1le thousands ot Americans everywhere are learning for the f i rst 

time tho advantages or seeking recreation in their own cruntry , and the parka 

as recreational areas are becom1nc more and more popular, the n ereational 

features or the parks are secondary to their educational uses . A wealth of 

materials rurntshes the means ot increasing knowledge. Plant and ant.mnl 

lite are made secure in their M t1ve f orm. 

~ t lt! ~tar parks have eaved a gr eat American institution -

the buttalo. The bears , too , are a delight to the tourists, except those who 
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insist upon becaning too familiar with them and get nipped and scratched in 

reproof'. Do not worry about than, though. Follow a few simple national park 

rules , expeciall.y the one about not feeding bears from the hand. Properly 

disciplined, bears afford human beings much pl easure and not the least harm. 

Although our national park bears occas ionally complain about too much regi-

mentation and too much governmental int erference with thei r business , most of 

them have learned ttn t the regulation the government has pro vi" ed for them and 

the tundemento.l protection they are nov1 afforded from violence within their own 

ranks have given tha:n the opportunity for much more peaceful living, much more 

prof! table and secure.~ though lawtu~ adventuring, a longer life and e. greater 

degree of tnterne.l satisfaction: OUr park official s tell me that the bears 

are talking much less these days about regimentation and much core about co-

operation. 

And speaking of the diversified uses of the national pe.rks , a story 

is tol d of the great l.!araball Foch who visited several of our national parka 

af ter t he war. Standing on the rim or the Grand Canyon, a mile above the 

Col orado :River, he remarked to his guide, "i7hat a place to bring a mother-i n-

l aw. " 

The cere of the animals in the national parks embodi es the true 
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meaeumbly protected f'rom their enemies, the oountain lion (ca~) and the 

wolf . Even aucb smaller animals as the "'picket pins" ,or ground squirrela, 

sit up and beg tor food from the v1s 1 tors . 

OUr national parka prove that 1 t is possible under orderly con-

ditions tor large and small to share alike, with advantage to all. 

The developnent of the national parks, giving impetus thirty years 

ago to the concept of the social use of the land , had its impact upon other 

national interests . Closely allied to this movement was the l ong fi ght for 

the preservation of national forests, water power, mineral deposits and other 

national possees1 ons. I t was a long and fierce fight that the champions of 

the public interest fought thirty years ago tor this end . Private i nterests , 

en10,..,ncloed with political and econanic power, found it possibl e to prevail 

the opposition of individual states, and even the national power found it 

difficult to protect the public interest from private exploitation. 

~~~ore than thirty years ago , when Theodore Roosevelt be~ame Prest-

dent, the tirat work that he took up was that of recl.amntion and fore et pre-

servation. As he tells it, a narrowly legalistic point or view obtained in 

the Federal government with regard to natural resources . The valuable national 

possessions were being diepoeed of in accordance w1 th petty l~gal formal! tiee 
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and, as President Roosevelt put it, "the habit of deciding, whenever pooaible, 

in favor of private interests neat net the public welfare wae firmly fixed.'' 

The notion that national reewrces were inexhaustible still held sway and the re 

was little otflcle.l knowleCL-c o fl' :O'l"!!ir extent or falue. Great wator resources 

were dealt with not as a unified national probletl, but as individual pork 

bar1·el prizeo . The Bureau of Forestation was developed and vast forest re-

serves were set aside until, despite setbacks under administrations where 

pri vate profit overshadowed the publtc interest , the nation l s more than ever 

before in finn possession of its own treasures . 

I t was a lonu fight that we had to eata.blish sou.nd princ lples of 

publ1e eontrol. It took b1 ttor fighting t o teaeh tho eou.ntrr at larae the 

great principle that when public domain is stolen a twofold injury i.s done. 

It is not only stealing the treasure of the present , but barring the road of 

opportunity to Lhe ruture . He who to.kes money without authoriza non is rob-

b1ne; the present and the past , but t~e man who takes uway the opportunity of 

the peopl e to use in the tutut"e those thincs that will contri bJ.te to their 

welfare is robbing not only the past and the present , but the future as well. 

I t is well i n theae da.ys to turn bnck to sane of the principles 

for which men fous,ht ln those days , o.nd again I turn to the words or President 
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Roosevelt: "It i s better tor the governtlent to help a poor mo.n to ~e a living 

for his family than to hel p a rich man make more prot! t for his company. n 

The great battl e to win theso properties for the publ ic has been 

practically OOl!lpleted. There lies before us the period ot developing and using 

these properties tor the benet! t of the public . ·,'ie are slowly establishing 

in. our public lands and agricultural policy the further principl e that a govern-

ment which ho.s tor generationo encouraged peopl e to settle in the ':ieet to open 

up new l ands , to stake their future upon the opportunities that may come to 

them in theeo lands , has a moral obligation to do everythtnc within its power 

ae a government to protect theae people and their possessions. This means 

that insofar as the p<rner of human effort and scientific discovery can be 

used by government" to assist these people in thoir fight against the forces or 

nature, government must proTide such aseiatance. This meo.ns that in the con-

servation or agricultural areas, wherever the short- sighted policies of private 

-plunder and public enterpri se have laid the foundation for destructive drought 

or flood, we must s lowly , and even at greo.t expense, seek to undo the wrong. 

It is a cowardly thins to stand i n the tace or natural obato.cles and proclaim 

our incal'Q~ity to deal resolutely with these obstacles . lie cannot perfo:rm 

miracles. No government and no administration can claim that. att what it 
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can do 1 t shoUld do in the spirt t of cooperation and help that ha.s made AI:lerica 

what It Is. 

This greo.t \/est that tor generations ha:~ been the symbol of human 

adventure still co.lls for the doing of heroic deods. It has been well said 

tho.t while the a ge of individual adventure i n the \'lost i s caning to a c l ose , 

the period ot national adventure , social adventure and cooperati ve adventure 

is just beginning . In the last analysis all national lite is a great adven-

t ure . 

Those who se ttled the Eas tern coast asked tor no pl"C)t:J.ise of success. 

They asked ror the privilege of trying . Tboee who built the highways of 

commerce Eo.st , West , North and South, aoucht no guarantees . And so those who 

built the fabric of our government were tryina something new. 'Nhat they were 

building was tor the eeneroue objective of a more amp l e common l ife , but the 

metbod!S theY pursu ed wer e human means . They demanded only t he right t o do the 

best t hey could. They made certain that :tkatl their objec t i ve s were sound and 

t heir motives pure. Ruman i ngenuity with its detects and with it s advantages 

was a l l that a wise Providence afforded them as a D'DaDS of reaching their 

ends . And so in the spirit or America , which is t he spi rit or a great adven-

~ -ture Jl"d conmon 11 ving , we all must look to the tu ture with conti dence and courage . 



C-d&{/ !;) r-;~yh- ~ 
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The practical common sense of the American people has 

been in no way made more e vide nt during the last f ew year s 

than by the creation and use of a series of l arge land re­

aerves--situnt~d for the most part on the great plains and 

among the mounta i ns of the 'i!est~intended to keep the forests 

frotn des true t i on , and therefore to conserve the wat er supply . 

These rese rves are , and should be , created pr imarily for 

economic purposes~ The semi-arid regions can only support a 

r easonable population under condit i ons of the strictest 

economy and wisdorn in the use of the wat er supply, and in 

addition to their other economic uses the forests are in-

di spensably necessary for the preservati on of the wa) er supply 

and for r endering possible i ts useful distri but ion th1oughout 

the proper seasons~ In addition, however , to this economi c 

use of the wilderness , sele cted portions of it have been kept 

here and there in a state of nature , not mere l y for the sake 

of preserving the forests and the water, but for the sake 

of preserving all its beauti es and wonders unsp~iled by greedy 

and short- sight&d vandalis~ What has been actually ac­

complished i n the Yellowstone Park affords the best possible 

object-lesson as to the des irability and practi cability of 

ests.bl i shing such wilderness reserves:- This reserve i s a 

natuDal br eeding- ground and nursery for those stately and 

beautiful haunters of the wilds Yjhich have now vanished from 

so many of the great fores t s, the vas t lonely plains, and 

the high mountain ranges,ll wher e they once abounded: 
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Page eBS, ~~~~~~li~stirnes of ~ Amer i can ~. by Theodore 

•.... Every believer in manliness , and t her efore in manly sports , 

and every lover of nature, every man who appreciat es the majesty 

and beauty of the wilderness and of wild life, should st i ke 

hands with the f ar - sighted men who wi sh to preserve our 

ma t erial resources , in the effort to keep our forests and our 

game beas t s , game birds, and game f ish--indeed, all the living 

creatures of prair i e , and woodland , and seashore - from wan ton 

destruct i on.-: 

Above all , we should r ealize t ha t t he effort toward t his 

end i s essenti ally a democr atic movement -:'" I t i s ent i r e ly i n 

our power as a nat i on to pres erve large tracts of wilderness, 

which ar e valueless for agricultura l pur poses and unfi t f or 

settlement, as p l aygrounds for rich and poor al ike, and to 

preserve the game so that i t shall continue to exi st for the 

benefi t of all lovers of na ture , and t o give reasonable 

opportuni ties for the exerci se of the ski ll of t he hunter, 

whether t he i s or i s not a man of means~ Bu t th i s can only 

be ach ieved by wi se laws and by a resolut e enforcement of the 

laws~ Lack of such l egisl a t *Dn and admtnistr ation ' wi ll 

r esul t in harm to all of u s , but most of al l i n ha rm to 

the nature love r who does not possess vas t wealth. 

(You may wan t to continue this paragr aph on p . ~} 
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