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I have been back on the soil of the continental TJ:1itcd 

States for t~rce days after moat interesting visits to our 

fellov1 Americans in Puerto Rico , the Virgin Islands , the 

Canal Zone &na. the Territory of Hawaii. I return with the 

conviction that their problems are essentially simllar to 

those of us who live on the mainland and , furthermore , 

that thoy arc enthusiastically doing their part to improve 

their conditions of life and thereby the condi tions of life 

of all Americans . 

On Fr ida:r and Saturday I had the o portunity of seeing 

th~ ac tual construction work under way in the firs two 

notional projects for the development of the Colwnbia 

River Baain. At Bonneville , Creson, a groat dam, 140 miles 

inland, at t he last place where the river leaps dovm over 

rapids •o sea level, will provide not only a large de·:elopment 
also 

of cheap power but/ nill Kltl<JI> enable vessels to proceed another 

70 or 80 miles into the interior' of the country . 

. \ t uranu. Coulee, in north central .Jashington, an even 

greater dam •uill regulate the flow of the Columbia !liver, 

developing power .>nd, in the future , will a l so o en up a 

l nr ge tract of parched l •nd for the benefit of this a nd 

future generations . J.lany families in the days to come,~ 
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will 
1 an confiden y t!1ank us of t.ds r; .r.oration for providing 

small farms on ,·rhich they will at least be able to make an 

honest and honor able livelihood . 

Today, for the fi1·st t i me in my life , I hove seen 

Glac i er Park · Perhaps l can best express to you my thril l 

and delir,ht by soyine that I wish every American, old and 

younc , co lc have been \'tith me todo.y • '!'he great mountains , 

the glaciers , the lakes end the troos muko mo long to stay 

here f or all the rest of the su."lu.:er . 

~omparisons are generally objectionable and y et it i s 

not unki!'ld to say from the stB•ldpoi nt of scenery alone that 

1f many and indued mos of our American national parks were 

to b set do·~m anywhere on the continent of ~urope thousanos 

oi' Amer i cans \'TQl_ ld journey all the way across t h ~ ocean in 

order o sec their beauties . 

There is noth inr so American as our national parks . 

lha scenery and l'rild life are native and the fundamental 

idea heh i nd the parks is native . It is, in br ief , that the 

country belone;s to the people ; that what it is anu vrho t it 

is i n the process of n:aki ng i s for the enrichment of tho 

lives of all of us . Thus the parks stond as the outward 

symbol of this great human principle. 



- 3 -

It was on a famous n i t;ht, 64 y ears ago, t hat a group of men 

who had been exploring the Yellowstone country, gathered 

about n campfire to discuss wha t could be done with t hat 

wonderland of beauty . It is sa i u t hat one of the party, a 

lawyer fr~m the State of I.1ontana , t:ornelius Hedges, advanced 

the idea tha t the region mi ght be pr eserve,l !'or all time as 

a nntional pa rk f or the benefit of all the people of the 

Nation . As a res\.Clt of t hat sug(les t i on, Yellowstone National 

Pa r k I'IUS established in 1872 by ><Ct of Congress as a " pleasuring 

ground,, f or the eo le . I l i ke that phrase because , i n the 

years that have 'ollOI'Ied, our great seri eo of arks i::l every 

par t of the TJnion ave bo ·orne i naeed a 11 plens~1~round11 

f or millions of Americans . 

ky o ld f~iend, Jo'ranklin K. Lane, .;,ecretat•y of the Interior 

i n the ' lils on Administration, well descriued the policie s 

overning t he national park administration \'then he snld : 

"~'he ool1cy to which the: Service will adhere is 

based on t h i·ee broad principles : Jo'irst, that the 

nat iona l parks must be ma i nt i ned in absolutel y unimpaired 

form for the use of futuro gener ations as •::e ll as t hose 

of our own time ; second, that they are sot apart for 

the use , observation, health and pleanure of the people; 

and, third, that t he national i nteres t must d i ctate 
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all decisions affecting publ ic or private enterprise 

in t ho parks . " 

'rhe present National Park Ser vi•'e stands as an example of 

efficient a"d far- seeine governmental administration and to 

their former duties I added last year by transferr i ng f rom 
fie ld 

other departments many other parks, ba ttl£/s ites, memorials 

anu national monuments . This concentration of responsibility 

has thus ma-.1e it possible to e:ncurk on a permanent park 

policy as a great rucreational and educat ional project - ­

one which no other country in the r1orld has ever undertaken 

i n such a b1•oad vtay f or protection of its natural and 

historic t reasures and f or the enj oyment of them by vast 

numbers of people . 

Today I have seen somt: of the work of t;!-1e Civilian Con-

servation Cor ps boys in this northwestern country . Of the 

three hundred thousand young men in these Co .. ps , 75, c00 

are at worlt i n our national parks . Here , under t rained 

leadership, we are helpinp these men to help themselves 

and their families a 1.d at the same time we are n,aking the 

parks more available and more useful for the average citi zen . 

Hundreds of miles of fir ebreaks have been built, fire hazards 

have been reduced on great tracts of timberland, thousands 
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l be lieve , too, tha• 11e are bu1lainc o better compre -

hel.sion of our notional r.euds . Pt CI!Jle u derst~;~nd , as novor 

bafore, the splendid public purpooe the t underlies the 

doveloptnent of a:reut power s ites , the i mpro,.•inc of nnvica ­

tion, tho prevention of floods and of the erosion of our 

O{lricaltural fields , the prevention cf fo1•est fi1•es , tho 

iversification of fnrr.:i r.e nna tl e d i stribution of i ndu.,try. 

We kn0\1, mol~o al~d n.ore , that the Eost has a stoke in the 

.lest and the '.'lest has a sto>:e in lhe "Sst, that the !'ation 

must ancl shall o co sidr .. l ·cd as a \'/hole and 10t as an 

acere{lation of dis j ointed gfoups . 

Uay we cot:!e better to ·now every re:rt o.(' our g1•oa t 

he1•itage in the days to cono . 

- .c.nd -



SPEECH OF THE PRESIDENT AT TWO MEDICINE CHALET 

GLACIER NATIONAL PARK 

August 5 , 19.34 

I have been back on the soil of the continental 

United States for three days after most interesting visits 

to our fellow Americans in Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, 

the Canal Zone and the Territory of Hawaii . I r etur n with 

the conviction that their pr oblems are essenti ally similar 

to those of us who live on the mainland and, furthermor e , 

that they are enthusiastically doing their part to i mprove 

their conditions d: life and thereby the conditions of life 

of all Americans . 

On Friday and Saturday I had the opportunity of 

seeing the actual constr uction wor k under way in the first 

two national pr ojects f or the devel opment of the Columbia 

River Basin . At Bonnevill e, Or egon, a great dam, 140 miles 

inl and, at the l ast pl ace where the river leaps down 0ver 

r api ds to sea level, will provide not only a large devel op­

ment of cheap power but also will enabl e vessels to proceed 

another sevent y or eighty miles into the i nterior of the 

countr y. 

At Grand Coul ee, in north central Washingt on, an 

even gr eater dam wil l r egulate the flow of the Columbia 

River, developing power 111d, i n the futur e , will open up a 
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l ar ge t r act of parched land for the benefit of this and 

future gener ations . Many families in the days to come, 

I am confident, will thank us of this generation for 

providing small farms on which they will at least be 

able to make an honest and honorable livelihood. 

Today , for the first time in my life, I have 

seen Glacier Park. Perhaps I can best expr ess to you my 

thrill and del ight by saying t hat I wish every American, 

old and young , could have been with me today. The great 

mountains, the glaciers, the lakes and the trees make me 

long to stay here for all the rest of the summer . 

Comparisons are genera lly objectionable and yet 

i t i s not unkind to say from the standpoint of scenery 

alone that if many and i ndeed most of our Amer ican nati onal 

parks wer e t o be set down anywhere on the continent of 

Eur ope thousands of Americans would jour ney all the way 

across t he ocean in order to see t heir beauties . 

There is nothing so American as our national parks . 

The scenery and wild life are native and t he fundamental 

idea behind t he parks is nativ e. I t is, in brief, t hat 

the countr y belongs to the people ; tha t what it is and 

what it is in the process of making is for the enrichment 

of the lives of all of us. Thus t he parks stand as t he 

out war d symbol of this gr eat human principle . 

I t wns on a f amous night , sixty-four year s ago, 

that a group of men orho had been expl or ing the Yellowstone 
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country gathered about a campfire to discuss what could 

be done with that wonderland of beauty. It is said that 

one of the party, a lawyer from the State of Montana , 

Cor nelius Hedges , advanced the idea that the r egi on might 

be preserved for all time as a national par k for the bene­

fit of all the people of the Nation . As a result of that 

suggestion, Yellowstone National Park was established in 

1872 by Act of Congress as a "pleasuri~g gr ound" for the 

people. I like that phrase because, i n the years that have 

followed , our great series of par ks in ever y part of the 

Union have become indeed a "pleasuring gr ound" for millions 

of Americans. 

My old friend , Franklin K. Lane, Secretar y of the 

Interior in the Wilson Administration, well described the 

policies govering the national park administration when he 

said: 

11The policy t o which the Service will 
adhere is based on three broad pr inciples : 
First, that the national parks must be main­
tained in absolutely unimpaired f orm f or the 
use of future gener ations as well as those of 
our own time; second , that they ar e set apart 
f or the use, observation, health and pleasUl·e 
of the people; and , third, that the national 
interest must dictate all decisions affecting 
public or private enterprise i n the parks . " 

The present Nat ional Par k Service stands as an 

example of efficient and f ar -seeing gover nmental adminis t r a-
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tion and to its former duties I added last year by trans­

ferring from other departments many other par ks, battle­

field sites, memorials and national monuments . This con­

centrati0n of r esponsibility has thus made it possible to 

embark on a permanent park policy as a gr eat recreational 

and educational project -- one which no other country in 

the world has ever undertaken in such a broad way f or pro­

t ecti on of its natural and historic treasures and for the 

enjoyment of them by vast numbers of people. 

Today I have seen some of the work of the Civiliall 

Conservat ion Corps boys in this northwestern country . Of 

the three hundred thousand young men in these Camps, 75,000 

are at work in our national parks. Here , under trained 

leadership, we are helping these men to help themselves and 

their families and at the same t i me we are making the parks 

more available and more useful for the average citizen . 

Hundreds of miles of f irebreaks have been built, fire hazards 

have been r educed on gr eat tracts of timberland, thousands 

of miles of roadside have been cleared, 2500 miles of trails 

have been constructed and 10,000 acres have been reforested . 

Other t ens of thousands of acres have been t r eated for tree 

disease and soil erosion. This is but another example of 

our efforts to build, not for today alone but for t omorrow 

as well. 
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We should remember that the devel opment of 

our national park system over a period of many years 

has not been a simple bed of roses. As is the case in 

the long fight for the preservation of national forests 

and water power and miner al deposits and other national 

possessi ons , it has been a long and fierce fight against 

many private interests which were entrenched in political 

and economic power. So, too, it has been a constant 

struggle to protect the public interest once cleared from 

private exploitation at the hands of the selfish few. 

It took a bitter struggle to teach the country 

a t large that our national resources are not inexhaustible 

and t hat, when public domain is stolen, a tY/o-fold injury 

is done, f or it is a theft of the treasure of the present 

and at the same time bars the road of opportunity to the 

future. 

VIe have won the greater part of the fight to 

obtain and to r etain these great public park pr operties 

for the benefit of the public. We a re at the threshold 

of even more important a battle t o save our r esources of 

agriculture and industry against the selfishness of in­

dividuals . 

The Secretary of the Inter ior in 1933 announced 

that this year of 1934 was to be emphasized as "National 

Par ks Year . " I am glad t o say that there has been a magnif­

icent response and that the number visittng our national 

parks has shown a splendid increase . But I decided today 
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that every year ought to be 11National Pnrks Year" . That 

is why, with all the earnestness at my command, I express 

to you the hope that each and every one of you who can 

possibly find the means and opportunity for so doing will 

visit our national parks and use them as they are intended 

to be used . They are not for the rich alone . Camping is 

free, the sanitation is excellent . You will find them in 

every part of the Union. You will find glorious scenery 

of every character; you will find every climate; you lfill 

perform the double function of enjoying much and learning 

much. 

We are definitely in an era of building, the best 

kind of building -- the building of great public projects 

for the benefit of the public and with the definite objec­

tive of building human happiness . 

I believe, too, that we are building a better 

comprehension of our national needs . People understand, as 

never before, the splendid public purpose that underlies the 

development of great power sites, the improving of naviga­

tion, the pr evention of floods and of the er osion of our 

agricultural f ields, the prevention of forest fires , the 

diversification of f arming and the distribution of industry. 

We ~ow, more and more , that the East has a stake in the 

West and the West has a stake in the East, that the Nation 

must and shall be considered as a whole and not as an 

aggregation of disjointed groups . 
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May we come better to know every part of 

our gr eat heritage in the days to come. 



~TATE ME NTS Fl LE 

_.... ho Hl3 Ra By I~BI'II'l ee 
I hovo boon back on tho soil of the cont1nontal united 

St aton for throe days after most 1ntoroot1n3 v1s1ts to our 

foll017 Amor1cono 1n Puerto Rico, t ho Virs1n Iolande, tho 

Canol Zone and tho Territory of Uowa11. I r eturn n1th t ho 

conviction t lwt their problomo oro oooont1olly similar to 

thooo or uo who live on the rnn1nlond oncl , furthermore, 

that thoy oro onthuoiosticolly do1ns thoir port to improve 

their corXI1tions or lifo end thereby tho corXI1t1ons of Uf'e 

of ell hooricone . 

on Fridlly ond saturday 1 hod tho o ·portunity of oootns 

tho octuol construction \70rk undor vny 1n tho firs ' tuo 

notior~l projects for ~l~ dovclopcont of tho Columbia 

River !Jooin. At Bonnov1llo, oro::;on, 8 CJ'OOt dam, 140 m1los 

inland, ot tho l ost ploco \7hero tho rivor loapo dotm over 

r apids o ooo lovol, will provide not 01 l y o lorco do"olopmont 
~ <• 

of choop ~1or but \7ill ~ enoblo voooolo to proceed onothor 
r 

70 or 00 niles into tho 1ntor1or of tho country. 

t Grand Couloo, 1n north control . osh1ncton, on oven 

croot r don w1ll roculoto tho fl011 or tho Columbia nivor, 

dovoloptnu power ond, in the futuro, \7ill ~ o on up e 

lorse tract of porchod l nd for tho be nefit or t l io and 

futuro c;ur.orot1ono. r:nn;r i'omli>B i n tho doys to ccr.o
1 

M, 
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1)._;,/ 
I lll:1 con1'1Clont. thank us of this c neration for providinG 

t 
srnnll fsros on nhich they n ill ot leoot bo oble to moko an 

honoot ond ' onorobl o l i velihood . 

';'odoy. for tho fil•et time i n my lifo. I hove. soon 

Ol ooior Por k • Porhope I con be nt express to you my thrill 

srx1 dolir:ht by oayi na that I <Jiah ovory Americnn. old and 

yourte, co !d have boon uith oo todoy• The c;rcot IJOunta1ns. 

tho alooiors. t ho lnkos and tho trooe mako mo l ons t o stay 

hero for oll tho root of t he eu::r-or . 

CQl:IPSr1Lone o1•e GOnorally obj l"ct1onDbl e end yot. 1 t 1B 

not unlcind to ooy frOtl tho storx1point of oc nory olono t hat 

i f many ond indeed mos• of our Americon noti onal parka nora 

to b sot donn on:7"'horo on the continent of " ro thousonds 

of Amoricons nould journey all tho nay scroos tho ocoon 1n 

ordor •o soo their beoutioo. 

Thoro 1o noth1n_- so Ar1or1can as our not i onal por lco . 

'l'h.o oconory ond wild lifo are native oro the fundomontol 

ideo bohi . .d the por lco is native . It io• in briof • thet tho 

country b olonco to tho peoplo; that nhot it io on t.hot it 

is 1n tho procoas of • .akinc io for tho enrichment of t ho 

lives of all of us. 

symbol of tt.1a grca t hlltllln pr1r.c1ple . 



It wo on o tbmous n i cht, 64 years nco, that a 131'0UP of men 

who had been oxplor1nc; tho Yel l <mstone country, gathOl'ed 

about a campfiro to diocuso mwt could be done with thot 

wondorlond of beauty. It i o so1u t hat one of tho poJ"ty, o 

lO~JYOr from tho Stato of ll~ltano , Cornoli uo Hodges, advanced 

t he ideo tha t t ho r oc;ion nic;ht bo preoor voti for all t1mo no 

o notional pork for tho benorit of oll the poopl a of the 

Ilot1on. Ao o rooult of that BU13COStion, Yoll0\7Btono llotional 

Pork \1ao ostobl1shod in 1872 by Act of Conc;rooo llc 11 "plo::umr611 

c;round" for the oo le. I lll<o that phrlloo boclluso , in t he 

years t hot hllvo l'ollouod, our c;t"OBt oorioo of parks 1n ovary 

port of the 1Jnion GV O bo 01':10 indeed ll "plenauri 'i;roundn 

for mil lions of Aoer 1cano . 

L:y old friond, Franklin K. Luna, Secretory of tho Intorior 

i n tho ' iloon Admini stration, \'lOll doocr1bod tho pol1cioo 

ovorni nc; tho notional parlc ollr.l1n1ot rst1on whon ho oa1d: 

"Tho oolicy to which thu Service will adhere i o 

boood on ttrco brood pr1nciploo: Fira t , that tho 

notional parke lllllBt be m int i r.od in absolutel y un1npo1rod 

form ror the uoe of future ccncr otiono os • ell os those 

of our own t1n o; secotxl, t hot. thoy are oot aport for 

tha uoa, obcarvation, health and ploaoura of tho neopl e; 

ond, tr 1rd, that t ho na tio:>al 1ntcroot I:IUS• dictate 
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all decisions arrocting public or private ontorpriao 

in the parka." 

Tho prcoont llot1onal Pork !>orvi~o atonda oa on o:xanple of 

officiant od for- ooetnG aovornmontol admini str ation ond t o 

ih 
thcix• former duties I added loot year by tronsfcrr1nc from 

field 
ot or dopartmonto many other per ks, bo ttl~oitea, mocoriola 

an natior.o l monuments. Th1o concentration or rooponoibility 

hos thus t::DJO it poso1blo to ombcrk on o pormo>ncnt pnr lt 

policy oa o groa t r ecreational and educational projec t -­

ono which no othor country 1n tho world han over undortokon 

in ouch o broad =Y for Jrot ction of 1ta natura l and 

historic troosuroo and f or tho enjoyment of thom by vast 

nurnbora of people. 

Todoy I hovo soon como or the oork of the Civilian Con­

servation Cor po boys 1n this northwootern country. Of' tha 

three hundro<l thouoond j;louna oon 1n theao Co: ps, 75, 00 

oro o t \'lorl: 1n our notional por ::o. Ilore • under tro 1nod 

loodorahi p, we ore hel pinG thooe nen to help thornselvos 

oud thoir ron1li oa a . .d at the ofli!IO time ,.e ore l".&ld.nc tho 

per.<a coro ovo1loblo and coro useful for tho overoae citizen. 

Bundrada of J:liloo of f 1robraoko hovo boon built, fire hazards 

!•avo con ro.lucod on aroot trocto of timber land, thouconda 
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of m1loo of roadside hllvo !loon cloarlld, 2500 m1loa of troila 

have teeneonstruotod ond 10,00 ooros hnvo buen reforested. 

Other tens of thousands of acre s hove beon trootod ror troo 

d1soaso • nd ooil erosion. '1\lio i s but another CXOl:lple of 

our offol:lto to build, not f or today alone but for tomorrow 

ao wall. 

V:o should roi:IOl'lber thot tho dovolo:nent of our national 

pnrlt oys tom ovor o pn:tiod of many yeoro hoo not been a s1mplo 

bod of roo s · As is t ho cooo in tha lena f i ght for tho 

prooorvotion of notional f orcsto And water power and 

cinor a l dopooito ond other notional posscsoiona, it hoo beon 

o long and fiorco fi(lbt oga1not r:umy privato intoroots 

which ucro entronchod 1n pol1ticol and coonom1c pOtJcr. 

~o, too, it hoe on a constant str uggle to protect tho 

public 1ntoroot onco cloorod froc r1voto oxploitot ion at 

tho ha da of tho .. olfiBh ftr.•· 

It t ook a bitter otruGClo to t each tho country at lareo 

that our notional rosouro"~ ore not 1nexhlluatl ble and tho t , 

when p··bl1c dCICIIlin is stolon, o two-fold injury io dono, 

for it io o t heft of tho trosouro of the prooont and ot t~ o 

oaoe tb:IG bars the road of opportunity to the fUture. 

o hovo von the erootor po t or th· fic;ht t o obtain ond 

to r ota1n these eroat -ubl1c a k prorert1es for tho l-onof1t 
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of m1leo or roadside hnvo been clearlld, 2500 m1los of trolls 

hove beenconotructod and 10,00 ooros hnvo been reforeoted. 

0thor tono of thouoonds of acres hove beon trootGJ for troo 

disooso nd ooil erosion. Thla is but another exonple of 

our offotto to build, not for todoy olone but for tomorrow 

eo uoll • 

• o should roiiiOI'lber thnt tho dovelo"11!18nt of our Mt1onol 

por k cystom ovor a po~iod of many yoero hoe not beon a s1mplo 

bod of roo s • Ao is tho cose 1n the l one f i ght for th~ 

prooorvotion of notional forooto ond noter p~1er ani 

~norol dopooito ond other national possesoions, it hoa beon 

a long ond fiorco fiebt a gainst cony private intoroato 

wl' ich noro entronchod 1n polit icol end ooon=ic P~';or. 

~o, t oo, it hos on a conotant otrusglo to protect tho 

public intoroot onco cloareu froo r l voto exploitation at 

tho llo <lo of tho ,.olf'ish few• 

It took a bitter atrugelo to t each tho country ot lc.reo 

that our not ional resource:! are not inexhaust ible and tha t , 

when p•·blic dCIIXI1n is stolon, o two-fold injury ia dono, 

for it ia a theft or the trooouro or tho present ond at t ho 

aorJO tlmo bora tho rood or opportunity t o tho future. 

Vo hovo non tho grantor po t of the fiebt to obtoin and 

to rotsin t hose groat public r or k properties f or tho bonofit 
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of' the public. e are at the threllhold of' even core 

import ant a battle to oavo our r oooureoo of' agri cul ture 

and lnduotry OSDinat t ho oolf'iohnoso or 1ndiv1du. lo. 

'J.'ho Socrotory of' tho Interior in 1933 announced that 

•hio yoor of 1 J34 was tobo o '!lhnoi zod a a "llati onal Perks 

Yoar . " I liD alad to aoy that t horo has boon a 

'/ no.ani f'icont rosponno ond that the numb 1'~ visiting our 

na• ionol pnrlro hno shoun o s pl endid increooo. Ilut I decided 

'1. t oday thnt every yeor oucl t to bo "not i onal Parks Year " . 

'<'hot 1o my, with oll tho oornootnoss ot my co::.nnnd, I 

a> ;>r oso to • u the llc '<I ti.ut. .. c.c.'l tu:.d ovor y o.oo of you wile 

can posoit l y f ind tho moono ond opportunity for so doing 

,.ill visit our national parks and use thee as they nro 

i ntended to be used. <:'hey oro not for tho rich olono. 

Coopi ng ic f'reo, tho sanitation io excellent . You will 

f' ind tl on in ovory port of' tho Union. You will find 

a lori ouo oconory of ovory chornctcr; you ~ill find ove17 

cl1mllto; you will por fo= tho double funct i on of onjoyirl(l 

much and looming much. 

·o nro d "f'ini tel-r in on oro of buildinG, tho boot k ind of' 

bu1ldi na - - tho buildinG of areot public proj ects for the 

b no1'1t of t he public and \71th tho definite objective of' 

bu1ld 1na human hnppineoo . 
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I bolieve. too. t lm+ we are building n botter compre­

hollllion or our nntionnl needs . People u Jior ntnnd. as never 

before. tho apl end1d public purpooe t hat underlies tho 

dovolopmont of croot power o1too. the i mprovinG of nnv1~­

t1on, t ho prevention or f l oodo and or tho erosion or our 

o~iculturnl fields . the prevention of for est fires, the 

ivorotficntion or farming ond tho dietri~lt1on or industry. 

We lalow. mOl'O llnG moro. thllt tho Eoat hao a stoke 1n t ho 

\lost and tho rezt hoa o stoke 1n the l«ot. that tho l~ation 

must s n<J shall e considered no 11 whole ond not os on 

occrocation of disjoin ! gfoups. 

J.!Dy we como better to -nOI'I ovory pert of our groat 

heritage in the days to como. 
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