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INFORMAL REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT 

FORT PECK, MONTANA 

August 6, 1934 

My friends : I cannot very well just say my 

f r iends of Montana, because in this group there are men 

and women of a great many states of the Union . That is 

one of the characteristics of this particular job . It 

is national in scope and it was undertaken wit h the idea 

that it would benefit the whole Nation. And it is going 

to do i t. 

It is a very delightful thing to form a mind 

picture of something from prints , drawings and figures and 

t hen, a year later, come out and find that the project is 

just about twice as big and twice as fine as you thought 

it was . 

I am t remendously i mpressed by the magnitude of 

this job. About three weeks ago the Secretar y of War, who 

is wi t h me today, met me down in the Canal Zone, Panama. 

VIe saw together one of the wonders of the world, the Gatun 

Dam . I had seen it many years ago when it was under con­

str uction . I didn ' t beli eve then that anybody would build 

a dam bigger than the Gatun. I assure you it is a pi gmy 

compar ed with Ft . Peck . 

Not only i s this going to be , am told, the 

l ar gest earthwork dam in the world, but I believe also that 
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in its construction we are going to do a very great 

amount of good for the elimination of unemployment . 

That means unemployment today nnd unemployment in the 

future . Insof ar as unemployment today goes, this type 

of dam probabl y uses more manpower, more hours of wor k 

in its completion than concrete dams or other types . 

It is also true, of course, that a v ery large 

proportion of the materials going into this dam come 

f r om other parts of the Union, some of them from Pittsburgh 

and New York and Birmingham, Alabama, and as far west as 

the Pacific Coast. There is the other feature -- aff ording 

employment in the days to come. 

I refer to the fact that , when this dam is 

completed , it is going to be an important factor in the 

navigation of the Missouri River . It is going to hel p to 

maintain a nine-foot channel. This channel will connect 

with the Mississippi . It will enable the ~neat growers 

and f armers of the Northwest to get cheaper transportation 

r a tes from the middle of the country to the south and the 

east and t o f oreign countries . 

Then, of course , there are other features -- the 

power that will be generated ; the effect on flood control 

and soil erosion . One of the things that makes me happiest 

is that downstream from this point t hey are going to be 

able to place under irrigation some 84, 000 acres of land 

land which today is not particularly fit for human habitation 
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and which, when we get water on lt, will be the means 

of support and honest livelihood for thousands of American 

fwnilies . 

I understand that some people , seeking to mis­

represent facts , have suggested that v;e are going out 

through the Northwest and saying to the families on marginal 

lands -- families having a good deal of trouble making both 

ends meet -- "You have got t o leave your homes tomorrow 

morning and get out . " 

Of course no person who thinks twice wil l believe 

silly tales of that kind . 

It is a fact, however , and you and I know it, 

that there are many families in many states who are trying 

to make both ends meet without much success . It has been 

shown over a period of years that the land these families 

are using for agri culture ought not , for the best economic 

purposes, be used for agr iculture . 

Now, if those famili es want to go on f arming that 

land and go deeper in the red ever y year , I take it it is 

their aff air . 

On the other hand, your Government believes in 

gi ving them a chance to go to better places - - a volunt ary 

chance . That is why this ver y broad national planning is 

seeking to provide f arms where they won ' t have crop failures , 

where they won ' t be f aced with star vat i on and where they 

may be able, I hope, to make not only both ends meet from 
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the point of v iew of living , but, also that they may 

come to own their f ar ms fr ee and clear of any debt . 

Now peopl e t alk about the Ft . Peck dam as 

the fulfillment of a dream . It is only a small percentage 

of the whole dr eam, covering all of the impor tant water­

sheds of the Nat ion . One of t hose watersheds is what we 

call the watershed of the Missour i River , not only the 

main stem of the Missour l , but countless t r i butaries that 

r un into it and countless other tributari••s that run int o 

t hose tributar ies . Before Am er ican men and "omen get 

through wi t h this job, VIe are going to make every ounce 

and ever y gallon of v1at er that f alls from the Heaven und 

the hills count bef ore it makes its way do•m to the Gulf 

of Mexico . 

It is because we have undertaken this gigantic 

t ask that will take us more t han a generation t o complete; 

because we have tmdertaken it now , and the people of the 

United States under stand the objective of the idea , that 

I feel v er y certain we are going t o corr y i t through to a 

successful completion . 

That is one reason, my f riends , the chief r eason , 

t hat I am glad to be out in t hese parts today t o see the 

vrork in i t s i ncept ion; to see t he fine S!li r i t of all the 

people who are engaged in the work. That is why, also, 

that I am ver y confident it is going t o be carried through 

to the success and gl ory of the Natior . 



Fl)!l IKE l'ft£33 

:ii'O, loui~.g h the ~ta~o":'TG ,..~ tc re.,ort of tnforl.lt:' l rArr.9r k3 
of t'-\o President ot F"t "'-" ok, lio&tel'\&1 August 6, 1634. 

'·t7 f:oi~n.:~ : I enr .... "'.~'t v •r7 .. -,.11 JU3t ::.oy my fria~ds of 
Uontonn , beoauso i a th::. .s ~:- C')up ~acre :.: o r.en end. \i0!!\0!1 ot R great 
mny s tatee ot tho Union· T}Js t i::~ one of t )\e choraetcr13tic:J of 
thi$ po rticn:.lar j f"b . It i o. ~ticr.ol 1:-. "cope and it \7811' undertoken 
with the i dee t~at it rould benet'it t f,o T1)o» Uotion . A~ it h 
goil'\g to d.o it. 

It is a vel"' cieliatttul <sitng tl!t 1'J.rm n mind rieture of 

~~:=t~~~Ga~~o~i~~i~~:t ~~:wpr~do~~ i;i!~~~ o~~~t ~,:~~eo n!e~~S l~~~r, 
twio11 a, !'ine a.~ :.•ou '11-..oucsht it wae. 

I am tremondoualy im!"re!'! :o~ed b:r the masnitude of t his jo•. 
About three wecka SI!O tho Secretory of \'ler, who 1::: with me today, 
met me down in tho cc.ncl Zono , Pa:f\:un.a . \'lo eow toeeethcr one of the 
wonder s o!' t he \70rld, the O .. t:un Da~r · I r.ad. ceen it r:ar.y yecr3 a co 
when it was undar eonctruotion. I :iidn 1 t belie'Vo then that auybody 
would build n dar; 'bitsgt.r than the Gatun · I o::• uro you it ia a 
pigt:!y compared Hith Ft . Peek . 

llot only is thtw acing to be , I an told, the l ars eat earth ­
work dar in the \'/Orld , but I Oolie~e abo that in it a con~tructioll 
rto sre goin£ to do a 'lll)r)' c:-eat amount or good for \ h e oU.ninet1o:1. 
of unamployrnont. That Mean• uner.tplo';~cn\ today anti unerr.plo)"l':lent in 
t he f utur:e. Incofar a~ UJ\Ompl o:,rmen'i toaoy Loes, thia type of d am 
probabl y usc-' 1:10re ;nnnpowor, mor e hours of work in ita .JOmF-J.etio:n 
the• eonorete ' ame or oth"r types. 

It ie BlGO t.rue, of OI')U!'se , that l\ •Jery lerss proportion 
of tho ~teriols c;oin~ into •r.1o dom • omo !'ron: othe r !=-Brta of the 
Union, SOl:te of them from Pittcbur(;h ond. Uon 1o••k an:l n irmil"'.shsrn, 
Alabano , or..c! no far wost nr; tho Pacific ')ooct . Thero h the other 
feat urtJ -- at"for~~Ung ernplcyr..ent in the Ooy3 to t'"'r.e . 

I r e!'er to t ho foot thnt , >then this darr. 1a completed, it 
1., goir.g to be en ir.'lportont factor ir. the navigation of the 
L!i~ "ouri River· It ia s oir.e to help to r.:Ointoin a ni~,e -foot 
c.hsnnol. This ohor.nel wlll eor.ncet ·:rith the t1iwainipp1. It will 
enable the wheat sro·vor~ on.:l forrnor c of the Horthwo•t ~o s e t • heapel" 
transportation rate s from tho midile .lf th9 cou.ntry to the :out~ aua. 
the oa_,t ar.d to 1'oro1.gn «<!untrie ;,. 

Then, of oour ~o, there are other fo :lturoa -- the po'Ner tUt 
will b,. e;enera tod j t ho •ffo~~ oro. fl~od control anC:. a oil ero~1o:t. 
One of th• thir.G3 that MakO ti mo 1-.ap:.;:>i e o\ 1a that do\lnatroom fron 
t hiS point t~.oy are goina \Jo be eble to place uraer i rrl s 'ltion so.'no 
S<r, 600 oores of lond -- land which todo7 h r.ot partioulorlj· fit 
tor h\.l.m9.n habitat ion nnd t'thich, whon Y7C g.:: t \'IC. \ er on 1 ~, wi t.l Da the 
meaYu of ~upport end hone .st livolihood far thouea nd 3 of Ar.leri can 
fam111t:~o . 

I understanti thot ao:-:o people, seektr-e to miare~rcoent 
£e<Jh, havo 3uggeatofl that we ars goir..g out 'bhroo.gl\tho Nertl-.we3t 
and oaytng to the £DM111oG or . norgtnol lnr.dr; -- tam1liba having a 
e~od d.oal t f trouble l.illkins b oth or.de me et -- "You Mve a:ot to lta.vo 
your homo a tomorro" morning a r.d sot out. 11 

Of oour~e no person \'tho think • twice will -_,elteve silly 
tales or that kind . 
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It is t1 r~et. t-.o•.7ever, and o~ nne' 'T .no-,: t , thAt there 
are many families in reny atotel'l ':tho :~ro tr"·l. r-8 1.0 1'lt\ko both er.d.o 
meet without ~-~h success . It hcs been shO\'#n over o period of years 
that tho land theae toruli·. a arc l•:-::.nr :or ,. rr!culture oucht not , 
ror tho boat economic pUl"poa ... a, bo uocc. for agricul ture . 

u0 w, if those romil 1e3 \"!ant to go on tor m.ine that lanri and. 
go t'.eoper in the red every year, 1 t>~i:o it 1t 19 thoir affair. 

on the other hand, your Govcrn...,ont believes in g.~.vtns them o 
chance t o so to better pl oecs -- a wdU."ltrry chance . Thot 1s why 
this vory broat.l nationD.l planni no !:': 3C :·l::~r.g to pr:)v i de farms 
wher e t hey won • t rove crop fa ilures, ... h<.re they 'ilon1 t be faced with 
star vation 11nd whero t hey moy be oblo , 1 hope, to make not or.ly both 
ende meet from tho point of view of l ::.Yine; , but , abo that thoy may 
come t o own their farms frc:c and cle!l.r of any d~Ot . 

Now people talk about the Ft• Peck dati o ~ th.e fulfillment 
of a dream . It 1s onl71· e. smell percentage of the whole • room, 
coveri ng all of the ir.tpor to.nt wotcr:~"l~ds of tho Notion. One of 
those watorshod3 is what we call the water!lhed of tho Missouri 
River , not only the main ster.t of the MiSsouri , but countles3 t ribu­
taries that run into it or.d. countle s s other tributaries th~t run i nto 
those tributaries . Before Amt:ricar. mer. gnd ,.,on:on r;et through with 
this job, we ore going to noke evory our.ce end every gallon of water 
that fall3 from tho Renven and the hills cour.t before it r.ulkos its 
way do,•m to the Gt:l!' of Uexico . 

It is beca\:.~O we ho.ve undcrt'".kcn this y:igontlc task thot 
\7111 take U3 more thnn o g~ncrotion to Cor'~~l to; bcC'nuec we hove 
undertaken it now, and tho peor.le or the '!In' tc>J. ~tAte· uruLrstand 
the objective of tho idea, that I :ro~l vcrveortai:t ·.'10 P.ro going to 
carry it th:ough to a succcst:ful co~r.rlc t1on . 

That is one r._..ason, rry frieMs , the chief roosoll, that I am 
glad to be out in the3c rarts today to 30C the ·"" rk in ito inception; 

!~r~~l· ~=tr;;er.~;;r!L~~~ ~~~t t~o a~c~~~~ ~~~~~~ntn~~Br! ~~i~:o to 
be cnrriM t t..rou.)l to the suecC33 and glory of the Notion. 
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,. My tr1on4o : 

. \"~ \ y 
-I cannot very well '-' juat say ffl1 friends 

ot ).(ontana because 1n this group there are w.en an1 women ot a 

great I:IBny states of' the Union. { That 1a one of tho eharacter-
~1%1fiJ) » 

htica ot t r. U particular job;• It is ~PCOfO and it 

was undertaken with the idea that it• 8 ' n .... benefit the 

whol e No.tion,.(/.d it is going to d o i t . 

) I t is a very delightful t hing to form a mind pict ure of 

sorr.othing from print~a;{;in;RJ .figures : nd then, a year 

lat er, come out and ~the~ project(\ jl).st about twice as 

big and twice as ftnf2 as you thought 1 t we s , ...,..,. ___ _ 

-:Jt, I am trenendously 1..onpressed by the magnitude of t his job. 

About three weoks Br'O the Secretary ot ::ar , who is with ~.o today, 

r.tet me down in the Canal Zone , panama . We saw together one 

of t he wonders of the world, the Gat\Ul Dru:1 ' I had soen it 

m• y yea~ "Zt:.:1 "03 undor construction.- I d!dn ' t 

believe ..-t"o.n7bod.y \·1ould build a dam bigger than th9 GstW\ 1 

~I ...._ nssure you i t 1s a pigmy compared with J.<'t • Peck . 

j !lot onl y is thiS go1ng to be , I am told, the largest 

earthwork dam in the world, but I believe also that in its 

construction we are going to do a very great amount of good 

tor tho elimination of \U\et:tployment . That means unern.ployrnent 

today and unemployment 1n the future . Insofar s s unecployment 

tod!ly goes, this type of dam. probably u s s more r~e.npower, t:lore 

hours ot work in i ts completion than congrete dams or other typoo . 
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1 It 1a aloo slUI true , or couroo, thot e vary largo p>•oportion or tho 

/ ~{ 
mater1ala ~ into thiS cam come trot:\ other parts or the Union, 

so:te of thom !'rom Pittsburgh and llew York il.ti an<1 Birmingham, 

Alabama, a~ .. as tar \lest as the P3cifie Coas~ .. ~ Tnere 1s 

the other featur~~ affording eoployment in the daj·G to 

como ) I rofe>· to the foct th•; when this dam 1s complotod) 

it is going to be an import ant factor in the navigation of the 

IJ1ssour1 River . It is noing to help to mnintain a G• foot cham ·el • 

~~--...fl~ ~~ 
~con'lcct W with the l!Isoippippi ,~Enable tho wheot 

growero ond ~ !'arms:.~~ of o.:he nor thwest to get cheaper 

tran~portatioll ratos f'rom the middle of the country to the 

south ond the east an" t o forei"-n countries:J:Then, of course , 

there are ~ other features ..._, c th" P0\1Cr 

~ " th.Ot i:a e l:.C'I" be generated;~ the ef:fect on flocd control 

and soil ero>io~e of the thin o that ""ltea n•o haop1eet is 

~ that do\mstream f'rom this point they o.re going to be 

able to place under irrigation sone 84, 000 ocrcs of' lau0 a.nd 

which today iS not particularly fit for human habitlition Dnc\.~ 
~ .,) 

\"Zhen we get \'ta t cr on .. 1 t, 1 b 1 a · g b be the means of sup] ort 

and honest l ivelihood for thousands of American famil i es . 

I understand t hat sorr.e peopl/ seekinc t o misrepresent 

rae' hav~llCI!••ted that ·o are goine out through the J!orth:••t 

and oa'Y(to,._ram1lioe - on margina1 larlr:::ii:a g~:".;:a1 
~7 --- ~ 

ot trouble makins both ends nee~ "You have c;ot t o leave your 
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ho, e a tocorro;.;;;,nill{J •nf ot outJI:f course no ereon4 who 

thinke tv11ce ~11eve s11J.y .tails or that k1n4 . 

J It 1s a t act , however, and you and I know it , t hat thero 

are ""'ny fom1l~ in many states who are tryi ns to make both 

ends meet without much auccesn. t ha s, boon shown over 
A P. · 

a period of years that the land ~ J e using for agriculturi/!" 

~ not) for the best ec onomic plll'pose l be uaed for at;l'icul ture . 

j llow, 1f lho'e famili es want to go on farr.ting t hat l and and 

~per in the r ed every year 1 I t uke it i t 1s thei r 

~A ;]!-(), the other hand, your Govel'r.ment believes 

in g i ving them a chance to eot o b tter places - - a volu· tary 

chance • ~ -,:.t is ,·tt-.y t hH very bread nati ona l pll nni ng 1a 

seeki ng t o p1•ovide fa=s :·,her7f/; " on •t have crop fa1lurs~ 
whore'S won ' t be faced with starvEtion and ·.vhere %'bay be 

abl~· I hop/ to '""ke not~;.~·~ m•eot f>•om t'•e 

of view of liv!nr} bu;J als'l\'omo t o own th~arros free 

clear of nny dobt . 

point 

and 

Jr 
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'1 Now peorlo tall<J'M about tho Pt . Pool< dam ----•• 

..,_,_ ae the tuUrm..ment- or a dream. ~t 1a only a sr.LO.ll 

~ -
percentage or tho,._droan " • :a. !IN:- covorfl~ or tho 

important watershode or the Nation._A or those watarshed.a 

is What we call the water shed of' the U1ssour1 River, not only 

the ~ main stem of the Mi ssouri, but countl ess tribu-

tariee that run into it and countless other tributari e s that 

rWl. into those tributaries. ~etore J\merican men and women 

get tl">rough with this j ob, VIe are c;oing to mnlce every ounce 

and every gallon of.' water t rat falls !'rom the Heaven and the 

hill ft count bef'oro it Il".akes its way do•m t o the Gulf of »exico . 

:II~ 1s because we have Wldertekon t hh gisontic teak 

that will t ake us more than a g ::::nerat ion to complete; because 

we have undertaken it now and the p ople of the United States 

undor•tnnd the objective 

1

or he ide"J~eel very certain ~ 
we ore going t o carry it thzoough to a successful completion . 

~ That is one r o, son) rny fri ends) tho chiof roaso') that I 

~( am gl0d to be out in these parts today:~---...,.,..--1'!!11'""'--

to oee the work in its inceptionj to see the tine spir i t ot all 

th!.,F'ojle who are ~ngaged i n the work~ f hat is why I 
a.R.r 0 U.a.-f' 
/' Jl am very conridont - it 1s going to be carried through to 

the success and glory ot the Nation• 
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