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I NFOR/.IAL REMP.RKS OF 'IllF PRFSIDENT 

DEVILS LAKE, NORTH DAKOTA 

August 7 , 19:34 

Senator Nye, my friends of North Dakota : I 

cannot honestly say tha t my heart is happy today , because 

I have seen Vlith my ovm eyes some of' the things that I 

have been r eading and hearing about, f or a yevr and more . 

The r eason I came here was that I wanted t o see something 

at first hand of a problem that has perpl exed me and per­

pl exed many ot her people ever since I have been in office . 

It is a problem . I would no t try to f ool you by saying we 

knov• the solution of it . We don ' t. 

I believe in being frank, ' nd what I can t ell you 

from the bottom of my he~rt , trutl~ully, is this: If i t is 

possible f or us t o solve t he pr oblem, we are going t o do it . 

I saw some signs al ong t he road t hat said: "You 

gav e us beer , nov,r give us water." 

Well , the beer part ~as easy . 

That ~as something that could be controlled very 

defi nitely by human agency. It wa s a question of wha t the 

people of this country wanted and when they made i t clear 

they wanted beer bacl< again, they got i t. But, when you 

come t o this water problem through here , you are up agai nst 

two things. In the first pl ace you are up agains t the 

forces of nature and , secondly, you are up against the fact 
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that man, in his present stag, of devel opment cannot 

definitely control those f orcPs. 

I think it was more than a year ago that the 

delegation of this State , in the Senate and the House, 

first talked to me about the problem of this watershed 

in norther n North Dakota . I have been studying it ever 

since . 

It is all v ery V'ell to say , "Let ' s have a dam 

acr oss the Missour i River ." I would love to do it, but 

when a great many engineers tell me they haven ' t found 

a safe place for t hat dam, ther e isn ' t a man or woman in 

the Devils Lake ar ea that would ask me to build a dam that 

might go out and dro~n many thousand people . 

In other \'lor ds , I have a responsibility. I cannot 

build a dam unless I have the best engineering assurance 

that it is not only the right thing to do, but the safe 

t hing to do . 

And, the r~sult is, my friends , that today t her e 

is mor e of what you might call gover nment talent -- experts 

from differ ent depar tments i n t he Gover nment service -- f ine 

people wi t h good knowledge and training -- and they are 

gett i ng the views of civilians and St ate employees and trying 

to f ind a solution of this problem . 

Soon aft Pr I get back to Washingt on many of t he 

s tudies being made this summer by engineering and agri­

cultural offici als will be completed . I expect to confer 



- 3 -

within the next few weeks with all of the experts . I 

will give an opportunity t o people who don ' t agree with 

their conclusions to come and be heard . As you know, I 

believe in acti on. 

On the 4th of Msrch, 1933, we had a par allel . 

It vu·s not just one section of one state or a few sections 

in a f ew states . It was the whole of the United States . 

Tho United States was up agai nst it. I asked the people 

of the United States at t hat time to have courage and f aith. 

They did . 

Today, out her e , I do not ask you to have cour age 

and f a ith. You have it . You have demonstrated that through 

a good many years . I am asking , however , that you keep up 

thAt cour age and , especially , keep up the faith . 

If it is possible for Government to improve con­

dit i ons i n this State, Gov ernment will do i t. 

I assure you the interests of these communi ties 

ar e very close to my hear t . I am not going t o f or get the 

day I have spent with you. 

\'le hope that Nature is going t o open the Heavens. 

When I came out on the platform this morning and saw a r ather 

dark cloud, I said t o myself, "Uaybe it is going to r ain ." 

Well, it didn ' t. All I can say is , I hope t o goodness it 

is going t o r ain, good and plenty. 

My friends, I want t o tell you tha t I am glad I came 

here . I want t o tell you tha t I am not goi ng to let up until 

I can give my best service to solving the pr oblems of North 

Dakota . 



Aus .. : t 7, U 34. 

''f 
?ollC'\Ilr-u b ttlc :~ter.ogr.:~rhin r ... pnl"t; "r !.Aff'lztMl r er..nrk3 

et t~ 1rc .!l i i e r.t ot Devil:~ Lc!te, rlortb. Dokot., , Augu3t 7 , 1: :H. 

Sor.a t or }lj:r" • rr.y triend3 of !Iorot:.. Dokgta: I cannot hon~3t­
l:y ~oy tl:l~"~t r:,y hcflrt in ~).Br~:r totiay, bc:'lau:3e J. ~,·e 3CCn vti tk r:.y own 
~ye~ 3c.me of the thing:l that I b.4 ve been rcal i~ and h~ori•s o. i;out , 
for a ~·ear ani more • Tl.)e ::"C'l3QT,. I ~t!:H .;_ere wll3 tbot 1 ·ra nte'S to 
se e something o.t firot !)R.no. of • problc-~ ... _ t~.· t ho3 perple,.;~i 3 e a n& 
perple.:o:ed JT.llnY other l)SO!)le o\'er ni~<'e I hav!'t been in office • It is 
a problell). I wou\ 4. not try to fool you 'ey sa,;ir.g \'tt"J k:l~W the 3olu~ 
tion of it . \h don't . 

I .believe b} b e il"'o(l fr a nJ.: , and •:t:-tRt I coo tell you frorr. the 
bottom of 'AY hMrt, truthfully, 1s thh: If it b po!l ~ ible for u s 
to solvt:l the 9rotl Qrn, we a1•e going t o i o it . 

I snw ~ e:ne oir;n :-~ Cl l >!'lt;t; tb, rand tlu.t f'Bid : "You gove u~ 
b eer, I')JW r.iv~ un wa· ~r . " 

hell , th· b ... C'r ro.::"t \'las ea :o-.r . 

!l:)at ·:1a~ c;onct "'' ill.t1 tl}st ooul:i De r'Jntr~lled \· ery i ef i a it • ly 
by hlL"!Ul!) a ::en::;,; · ! t \ .,"1 :; e. o.~ue~tiou of •.·bat t~e 9.; op l c of thi:'l 
country wocted ona w!len ~h..:y ~.~C.e it cls !\r t • ey ~-,ont91 beer "ba:k 
n&ail\1 they got ~t. But , 'i1h an y cu cone to tht::J w::~tor problem tb.rough 
he.f'e , you ore u p A€'":.i:t" t ~ .... o t~i:ltP · h . t n e l'ir::;t rloce you or., up 
again3t t he f JrN•1 oi' n1t ure n.c:l, soct'no.ly, you arc ut' a;;oin;,t t~e 
fa~t th.nt r:'"'r:, t:l hi~ f'r :::'""'1<:: Ate'>~ "' r devol,.,~l"'.t cor.n.ot i efinit e ly 
control ... h ... ~r for ces . 

I t1-t1nl~ it \','. :> ,·. ~ o tta:1 ~ y ee!"' " • o t!lot the aelego.Uon. of 
t~h St ate , i n t~P Sco9.to anC. t he ~ouse, f ir3t tr. llc~rl to ne aOout 
the problen 'l:' t.h.h r1o to:>r~r"~ i n r.orther:1 Horth Cakoto . I ~s ve been 
~tudying it over ~inr: , 

It io all ver y .:'!1 1 t o 3"ty , 11Let ro hov<> a d.ar.t a ... r0:'13 the 
Ui::~souri D.iver. 11 I would. lo ,•e to do it, but •1hon a ~rcat mnr~y en­
gineerA tell me thoy haven ' t.. !'our.d. a ;;afe place f '"Jr that dam, there 
1sn' t a non or wor:10n in the Devil e Lake area thet would G.:'lk me t "l 
'luili a dam that l::ig.'lt go out ar.d ir :mn r::ar.y thouso.ni people , 

In other r1or i 3 , I have a responaibility , I • annot bu111 e 
dan unless I have the "beet engir.eering ac sl.U'anee thot it 13 not onl y 
the ria:ht thine to 4 o, bt:.t tho aafe thing t o t o . 

Ar.i , the result in, rr.y friend • , that today t here 1s rr.or• 
of whet you micht call govt:lr r.ment talent - - experto frorr. differ• nt 
departments i:t the c:ovorrur.ent :~ervice -- fine peopl e wi t l:. gooi 
k:l.owleli4 t:l and trair.ing -- and they are gettine>: the vh ws of 
t'ivilians an._ Stat;e el'!'.ployees ani tryir..g to fir.d. a &olution of th1 : 
prob lem. 

boi:lg :not~0~~1:r!~!r s~; =~~n;~r~~h!~t~~r~~It~aih~r:i~~!~~ 
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"u.r ~I'J C' "\:'F'lc.to \. 1 '"Xpect t e ooorer wi t ll in t~o:. ne:(t rew "'b'"'k~ 
"'1tb ol l 'Jf t a e e.:nerts . I \'Jill give 'l '- or ortun1ty to roople who 
«.on't "'·-r ~ "' vltb tt.eir eer.elu31oo.s te cor1e El\rt Oo hearlli· Ao you 
kl'AW, T b~lieve 1r. f•ctl.or .. 

On thf' t ·· ~f .llaroh, 1)33, v1c had. a a r 11• 1 · It wa s sot 
Just ooo sootier. ')f on .. :o~ tate ~r a few 3eet1 on~ in o few :Jtate:J . 
It wu t .t.e whnl e \lf t h e l1ntted Stntc8 . Tho Uttitcd Stnte3 wa s up 
a~E>ir,st it · 1 e 'l.: d the ::'>O.: .lfle of tho Ur.itct StEite s ot that U ma 
to h.'l\': 1our~o~~" a'tl. .. ,~th• 7hey did . 

Tcdft y, out {.d l1C, I ao r.o1; s sk you t o }"ln.vo o.ouroge ond 
ft1tt.. You bwo it . You hov~ demon3 treted th:tt throug.D. o. gooa 
r.~D r.:y year~. ! al'l'. 0 3kir.g , hor1evcr , t ba t you kecr U}' thAt oourt1go 
oni , e spt:ciA.lly, kA~'JI u r the fait:&,. 

in this s~!'t ! ~ ;~,.;;~~~~ewfif ~~vt~~.mcnt to improve co~itio•s 

I IIS :o~ u."o you t;ht- i~H,o:~t. of the3e COJ'm~itioa ore vetty 
close to my hcort . I arr. :1ot goins to forget ~he day I hov o GPU .t 
with you . 

I came ou~8 o~0i~e t~!t~~!:~ni~ ~~;~tn~0 a~X0~a~h! ~=~~~;~dar~Jhn. 
olou1, I ~aid t o ::r.y~elt, 11!.lsybe it h goh .g to rl'lb. 11 \'/ell , it 
li!dg. 1 t . All I .. 3n :Jtty 1~. I h~~t> to soodnc~s it i3 goiua; t " rotn, 
,.ood ant plcnt ) . 

My 1'r1en1q, I \lrmt t J toll you that I an glad. I eal':'le 
h ere . I want to toll :;rou Lhat I ar.t not ; oing t o let U'C ut.til 
I ean give ey bc!l t service to solving '":Q.o pr oblur-,3 of llortla.Dakota. 

- En4. -



Senator hye , my .t'rier.ds ot ltorth Da::ota: I c nnot hot:.eotly 

say that r.ry h.o£rt !l ·,('":')PY today, because ..L hove ~'~, m: own 

o~·ea eor o or the things that .l. have be on read ins ~ hearing 

about ~or a yo r and more . The reason I csmo hero waa ~ 
/ 

I anted to see ::omothing at first hand or a. probler. tl, .t has 

perplexed me oncl perplexed ~f other peo· le ever 

since I hove beun in of ·ico . It is a problom,-. l would not try 

to foe~ JOU by au~•ing we know the solution of ita ~J'W. 
don ' t . 

so::.o sigTls alone the r03d that s~1 .~---•til 

u. · "or , ".<ow 61vo us nater.::r·"!oll, tho beer p!lrt ""' eosy• 

/J ~·t """ soneth1ng thot coub be controlled very 

.. def1n1tolJ by hl.lr.l8n. or;oncy. It wos a question of what the 

.~:'.f 
peoplo ~ this cot~ry wanted n.:'ld when they ma·-e it ~ 

·~· clo:lr hey wn':'l.t:od boor book aga.in, they got it . But , when you 

CO:"lO to t 1 io water problen throuGh heri you are up aso.inot two 

t~inga . ! n tl.e !'!rat pl~ou are up •B•1nst '-!'-e i'orcoa of 

w'ure arvt , secondly, 701.1. oro c.p aga1nat ·~o tact that man, 

in hie present otace ot doveloprtent cannot def1n1 tely,..,.. •• :--

~~ control th030 forces . 

1 
l 



i 
i 
t 
I 

I th1nlc 1t 
~it-

,., •• ~ o. :1 ar at ·o that th d legation ot 

tt.is 5tati in .he ~onuto and. -he iioua!l tirst telke:i to me about 

tho problem ot t!.is watershed . in nor therr. llorth Dakota . I have 

been studying it ever s1nc:Jf__It is all v .ry ell to s&y, 11Lot 1 s 

have a dam acl'C'as the J:13sour1 !Uv:·r . " I would love to do it , 

bu't \i'::en .....,. a creo.t many cn:·incers w.ot tell me they haven ' t 

sale 
feu. .d ~plOCO :for t hat dO)~ t here 1sn1t 8 l"'.O.n or Y!OmB.n 

i n the Devils Lt.ltl) Ar ea t ha t wo ld ask r.:e to build a dam 

_. 
t hnt m18ht go out and drovm. a~ J:'j[lny t housand people~ 

.-.J In other liOrds , I have"'ii* a re spons1b111tJ0 - ;. cannot 

buil d ·a. dam unless I have tl·e oeSt e:1g1neering assurance that 

saj'e 
1t 1s not onl y th, richt tbir.g to do, Out t:.e 'lflt/lt thing to do. 

fLA~the result is ~J. my frion~s, tthat -1'fr:P1• t here i s 

.l 

more o:!' what ~~ou mi (;ht call goverr-.I:lent talent -- - oxports 

from - d1fteront deparz e s pi CCUW C0%5 81£ 

ltdlt re ) a 2£ in the government service!\ fino 

--- _l 
poople \'ti th .a good knowledge and t:r•~1~n~1~ng~·:O::Z;!:'SJI',.,.'!ii!~..,_ 

_... ___ ..,,....o.l.IOQQ.~-""f"' al"'.c. they are getting the views 

of 1v111ans and • State employ:;;-

_{ I 
tioo..._Oiil!l,..."":!''tl'-IIIC=:ii:IC::C:! en tryi ng to find a solution ot 

this probl -!J.Soon aftor I get b•:t..;.;. "las,::_"!t~ "l;. of 

t he• st··dios G £ i ;;% " th{s oumwor .......,.._ 

eng1neer1"8 and~ agr1culturo~•ns 1 tf te 



;:--- \Till be •.o·~etodr- 1 ox.,.ct to ~he noxt ~ ~nt 
few wee; a l' Eb:!:J» 1,.. all of tto experte,)..giv~ an 

opportunity to peo:)le Tlho do~ 1 t agree with t!"e!r conelulliona 

t· co.:w and be heard ~11111!~!:!~------------"'"'""""' 
O"' Pi • a 1p so ·-~ :. you know, I bel 1ev..e_1n a ction. 

'1-. On the 4th of l.lorch, 1933, \'18 had o parallel. It 

(\<.~ 
\'IOS.-tj\ ljust ono section of one state or a fev1 sections in a 

few eto.tos.-..lt wan the whole of' the United States . ._-

-p.'un• ted Stot-:: was up sgoinst it . I asked the people of 

the United States o.t thnt time to have .;;;;;;::;:::-couro.ge 

and foith • ""',:.Y didloo ~ 
JL Toda) out herJ I don~ok you to have courage and 

taith~'-fou hove - it . You have ;·r::::::.::.~P/-4'-
through a tltlfl. good many years . .J/JIIIt I 8lii osk:t~ou Ill keep 

up that conrage and t opecially) W keep up thL:t~ faith• 

1.-~r it f a pooaible for f:M Qcvorru:10nt to improvo condi tiona 

.aM5 in t hia paet 2& Stat/ - Government will do it 

1-., I - seeure you - the i ntoreeta of those 

•=unit:•• arc vory closo to my ~;;;~;m not gotng to 

forgot tJ. day - I have spent -rpt . . a 'I . ... 

~ 



~"'• hope thet '{;;:iij;:;:;.. Nature 1e t oing to ...-J 

.a.l.llili----•--• open thla. Heavens . When I came out 

on the platform thie morning and saw a r a her dark cloud, I 

said to rcyse7 11t:aybe it is going to rain. " Well, it d1dn 1 t 1 

..,._~11 I can say h J I hope to goodne ss it is going to ra1nJ 

good and plenty . 

L ~ fr10nds , I want to tell you that I am glad I 

came here . I want to tell you that I am not going ·-"'!!'--

,. • ....,O~g _,.7"'''""-11020,.b"'!!S"'Ul!!'!!&:~to let up until I can give rrr::1 best 

service to solving the problems of north Dakota . 

End 
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