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l.!OBILIZATION <'OR l!UllAN NEEDS CONFZRE!;CE 
Friday, Sept . 28, 1934 )' 

I am happy that for the second time t he Conference on 

the 1.:ob1lization for Human needs comes here t o t he ... h i te House . 

In so doing you emphasize with me the national character of our 

common task, for I like to f eel that I share responsibility with 

al l of you who are here representing every pa- t of our country. 

Your rrork in t he pas t has been of such outstandi ng 

success that I am conf i dent t his year you will achieve an all-

time r ecord . 

In addr essing you last year I emphas ized the s i mpl e 

fact that the responsibility of the individual and of the familY 

for t he well being of t he i r neighbors must never cease . Beg i nning 

with those firs t wi nters of suffering in J ameotorrn and at Plymouth , 

it has been it has been the American habit to r ender a id to those 

who need i t . Through the cent ur i es as the f i rst s truggling villages 

developed into communities and cities and counties and states , des-

titution a · .d want of every descr i pt on has been car ed for 
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in th e f irst in~tance by community help . 

With t he enormous growth of popula t i on and with the com-

plexities of the p as t generation , community effort s have been supplement -

ed by t he formation of great national organizati ons designed t o 

coordinate and s timulate t hose local groups who are striving not 

only to t ake care of t hose in need but also to stimula te better 

conditions of heal t h ,of child welfa re , of mental hyg iene, 

of recreation and i n the many other s plendid objecti ves waich 

are pa rt and parcel of our n at ; ona ... life of today. 

It i s right , I think , for u s to emphasize that the 

Ameri can fanily must be the uni t which enr:ages our s rea test 

i nterest and concern. ~lith t his we must stress once n ore : he 

task of each c omnunity to assist in mai ntaini ng and building 

up that f aJoily unit . 

No t hi nking or experienced person i nsists today that t he 

responsi bi lity of the community s hall be eliminated by pas sinG 

on this great and humane task to any central body at the seat 
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of Federal Govera ment . You and I knorr that it has been rrith 

reluctan ce and only becaus e we have reali zed t he imperative 

need for addit i onal help that t he Federal Government has been 

compelled to undertake the task of suppl ementing the r~ore 

normal methods ~hich have been i n use for many genera tions . 

I repeat wha t I told you last year : that the pri mary 

responsibility for comr1uni t y needs rests upon the <P mmuni ty itself . 

That if e very effort has been used by any given con:nun i ty and has 

proven insufficie· t , t h en it i s t h e duty of the State to 

supplement , with the resources of the state , the addi t1onal 

needs up to tte l i mi t of its power. That , finally , i t i s only 

when both of these efforts , taken together , prove insuf f icient 

that t •· e Federal Gover!ll'lent has any duty to add i t s resources 

to the co:mton cause . 

It i s inevitable, of cou- se , that in car rying on relief- -

whether in the form of 11ork relie f or home rel ief -- in a n a rea 
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that includes every stat e , every county and every city in the 

Union, local inefficie:.cy is bound to exist in some inst ances , 

It is very definitely our task, yours and mine , t o see to 

i t that during the ooming wi nter ttere shall be i nc' eased 

vigilance in every locality a •·ainst the giving of reli ef except 

to those who defir.i tely and clearly need it a nd are entitled 

t o i t . 

In a great emergency syste~ we are establishinc with 

each passing month a greater degree of efficiency, and we are 

eliminating many of the evils which of necessity a ~tended .ur 

f i rst efforts , The t ra ined workers \Vhich be long to t he many 

organizat 1 ons repr esented i n t !1i s conf erence have a n opportunity 

and a duty to see t o it, first of all , t ha t destitut i on is 

reli eved and, secondly, t ha t no i ndividual and no family sha l l 

be entitled to public assi stance if that i ndividual or that 

f amily does not deserve it. 

Your work and t he work of local, state and Federal 
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aGencies , is so closely associated that your success is vital to 

the success of Government . I am confident that the people of 

this country, in each and every community , will understand the 

true i mportance of cooperatinG in this great mobil ization 

for human needs . 

I like to emphasize the 11ord "privilege ·• r e ther t han the 

word "duty"; for it is clearly the privilege of the individual 

A.':!erican to bear his personal share in a work which mu"t be 

kept personal in so far as it is poGsible to make i t so . It 

is that personal appeal, that personal service, which has carried 

us t hrough these trying years. A unit: of effort for a little 

while longer 11111, I am confident , brine national suc cess t o 

our natio1.all y unified efforts to bring Old !.!an Depressio1 

to t h e point ~here 11e can finally master and destroy him . 

The c hurch groups and t he social groups organized on private 

lines , l7hether they act s eparately or through Community Chests , 

are a n essential part of t he struct•1re of our life . The American 
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people believe in them and support their fine objectives . That 

support a gain t h i s year rrill attend t he excellent enterprise 

you are launch ing t oday . 

* * * * * * * 



ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDE;~ 

1934 !.IOBILIZATION ~'OR HUI4All NEEDS CONFERENCE 

September 28, 1934 

I am happy that for the second time the Conference 

on the Mobilization for Human Needs comes here to the Vfuite 

House. In doing this you~ emphasiz1ng with me the national 

character of our common task. (for) I like to feel that I 

share the responsibility with all of you who are here repre

senting every part of (our) ib& country. 

Your work in the past has been of such outstanding 

success that I am confident that this yea r you will achieve an 

all-time record. 

(In addressing you) last year, when I had the privilege 

of speaking to you, I emphasized the simple fact that the re

sponsibility of the individual and of the family for the well

being of t heir neighbors must never cease . If r:e go beck in 

our o~n historx_l9 those earliest days of the white mE n in 

America , we kno\·1 with those fir st Winters of suffering in Jamestown 

and at Plymouth, it ha s been , from that time on continuously, the 

P~erican hcbit t o render aid to those who need it . Through the 

centuries as the first struggling villages developed into 

communities and cities and counties and states , destitution and 

want of every description h&s been cared for, in the first instance 

by community help and in the lgst insta nce as well . 
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With the enormous growth of population l'.e have had, 

1\ith the complexities of the past generation, community efforts 

have been supplemented by the formation of great nat i onal 

organizations designed to coordinate and stimulate these local 

groups who are striving not only to take care of those in need 

but also striving to stimulate better conditions of health, of 

child welfare, of ment al hygiene, of r ecreati on and i n al l those 

many other splendid objectives rhich are part and parcel of our 

national l ife today . 

The mere reading of the names of the organizati ons 

that are rmrking solidly behind this great task is enough to 

make this country realize the unitY of purpose , the solidarit~ 

behind what r:e are doing and it is right, I think, for us to 

emphasize that the American family must be the unit 1·hich en

gages our great est interest and concern. With this we must stress 

once more the task of each community to assist in maintai ning 

End building up that family unit. 

No thinking or experienced person insists today that 

the responsibility of the community shall be eliminat ed by passing 

on this great and humane task t o any central body at the seat of 

Federal Government . You and I «nov1 that it has been with re

luctance f.nd only because we have r eali zed the imperative need 

for additional help that the Federal Government has been compelled 

t o undertake the t ask of supplementing the more normal, the more 

llil@1 methods ;.hich have been in use (for many) during all the 



preceding generations. 

I repeat what I told you 1• st year because it is 

something that is a fundamental of our present-day civilizatjon: 

that the primary responsibility for community needs rests upon 

the community itself. That if every eff ort has been used by 

any given community and has proven insufficient, then it is 

the duty of the State to supplement, with the resources of the 

state, the additional needs up to the limit of the power ~ 

~· And that, finally, and only finally , it is only when 

both of these efforts, taken together, ~ proven insufficient 

that the Federal Government has any duty to add its resources 

to the common cause. 

It is inevitable, of course, that in carrying on 

relief -- whether in the form of work relief or home relief 

in an area that includes every state, ever~· county and every 

city in the Union, local inefficiency is bound to exist in some 

instances . It is very definitely ~our task, (yours) and mine , 

to see to it that during the coming winter there shall be in

creased vigilance in every locality, vigilance against the giving 

of relief or of aid of any kind except to those who definitely 

and clearly need it and are entitled to it. 

In a great emergency system we are establishing with 

each passing month a greater degree of efficiency , and we are 

eliminating many cf the evils which of necessity attended our 

first efforts of over a year ago . The trained v.orkers \ihich 
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belong to the many organizations represented in this conference 

have an opportunity and a duty to see to it , first of all , that 

destitution is relieved and, secondly, that no f amily and no 

individual shall be entitled to public assistance if that in

dividual or that family does not deserve i t . 

Your work and the wor k of local, state and Federa l 

agencies, is so closely associated that your success is ll!Z 

vital to the success of Government itself . I am confident that 

the people of this country, in each and every community , will 

understand the true importance of cooperating in this great 

mobilization for hwnan <leeds. 

I always like to emphasize the word "privilege" rather 

than the word "duty"; for it is clearly the pr ivilege of the 

individual American to bear his personal share in a work which 

must be kept personal in so far as it is possible to make it so. 

It is that personal appeal, that personal service , which has 

carried us through all these trying years. A unity of effort 

for a little while longer will , I am confident , bring nstional 

success to our nationally unifi ed effor ts t o br ing Old Man De

pression to the point wher e we can finally master and destroy 

hi m. (Applause) 

The church gr oups and the social gr oups or ganized on 

private lines, whether they act separat el y or Jointly through 

Community Chests , or in a py other ~ay, are an essential part 

of the structure of our l ife . The American people believ e in 
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~' believe in the work you are doing -- the American people 

support your fine objectives . That support again this year 

will attend the excellent enterprise you are launching today. 

(Applause) 



l:lept.omb<tr ~ . .LV~ 

CAUTIO!>! -- JIOLD J·'01 REL!!:ASE 

This oddrou of the Prlfs ident at tho 1934 ~:obilization for Blman Neods 
Conforenco must be held in confidence until released. 

CAU'riON -- iiolease upon delivery. 
ST"lPHKN ?:.\Rl.Y 

Assistant Secretary to the P:-osident 
.... ?'7 

I wn hap,y that for the SHCOlld t ime the Conference on the 
J.~obilization !'or Hw:Wl Needs co:aea here to the /Hte Hcuse. In sc doinG 
you (ornphasize P.i t h J.il.e the national character or our c~.mon task, tor I 
lika to feel that I she.ro ros pollsibility rti th all of you who are here 
representing ev~rl port of our country. 

You:- ~<ork in tho past he.3 been of such out>: ~rnding success that 
I am confiden'!: this ya:. r you will 3-chieve en e.ll-tin:\3 record . 

In addressing yuu las: yr:>Br I ::mphasiztJ.d the simpl e fact that 
the responsibility or the ind.ivic:ual :m~ of the fwnily for tho flell be
ins of tht'l~.r no~,;hbors must never cease . t-"gi:'l~inK .a~h those fi rst 
lfinters o 1 su:rre.·~ng iu Jwneato~m and ~>t Piyrno<..~th , it has been t he 
American habit to render aid to tho~e Pho need it. . T:1rough the cen
turios as the first strugiJlin& villages d...,veloped into cor:tmuni ties and 
cities and countios and. stut.as, desti tutivn ard 'dmt uf avery description 
hns been care:!. for in the f i rst in3tance by cc.::n.'lll'.nity t.e l p. 

:;1 th the enol'l'!lOus growth of popul ation a!td -r:1 th the complexi
ties of the past generation, cornr;runity effort s have been supplemented by 
the formation of great national or,gani zations dcsigneU to cot"rdinete and 
stimulate thm:e local gt·oups 11ho ere striving not only to take care ot 
those in need ru t also to t:timulate b.Jtt~r conditions c.f health , of 
child welfcre, of mental hygi ene, of recreation and in tho many o~her 
splendid objectives -r.hich ere part and parcel of our national life of 
today. 

It is right , I think, for us to emphasize that the .Americen 
family rrrust be the unit llhic!\ ene;e;;es our greatest interest and concern . 
>i'i th this ne must streGs once more the t a sk or each Cotlmllni ty to assist 
in maintaining and building up that fa."lily unit , 

No thinking nr experienced person insiats today that the res
ponaibility of the cottt:~Unity shall be t~liJl1inated by passing on th i s 
great SJ'ld humane task to any central body at the seat of Fad.erol Govern
mont . You and I :mow that it has been wi t h reluctance and only because 
we have realized the imporntive need for additional help thnt tho 
Federal Government has been compelled to undertake tho tusk of supple
menting the more normal nethods which have beE:cn in use for mnny 
genera t1 ons . 

I repcut ·.,hat I told yoa last year: that the primary respon
sibility for col1Jllunity needs rests upon the comr.nll1ity itnel!' . That if 
every effort has been used by any g iven coi!Jlluni ty wd has proven inauf
ficient , then it is the duty of the stete to suppleoon t , with there
:wurces of the state, the additional needs up to the limit of ita power . 
'fhat , finally, it i s only r1hen beth or thes~ efforts , taken together, 
prove insufficient thf\t the r'oderal Government hsa any duty to add its 
resources to tbe COI'I'I!ton cause. 

It is inevitable , of cour3c , that in carrying on reUef -
whethe r in tho form of work t•el1ef or home relief--in 8I1 area that in
c lUde:\ evory state , every county and every city in tho Union, local 
inefficiency is bound to exist in :10!116 instance~ . It is very definitely 
our ta~k, yours and mine, to see to it that during the coming winter theN 
shall be increased vigilance in ev!lry l ocality agains t the givi ng of 
relief except to those who definitel y end clearly need it and aN en
titled to 1 t . 

In a great omereency system v.·e ure establishing w!t!1 each 
po:r.~sing :non th e greet er degree or efficiency, nnd we are eliml ne.ting 
II\6J'LY of the evils which of noce,.,~ity attended our first efforts . Tho 
trained '.lor kors which belonq: to tho many organizati ons representod in 
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thi s co n!oronce hove an ooport.unit.y and o. du t y to see to it, tirat or 
a ll, t ha t destlt.nt.lon 1s relieved and, secorn:!ly, t hat no 1nd1v1duol 
and no tamUy a hall be entitled to public 838l~te.nco 1f tt-.at individual 
or that ramUy doee not deserw it . 

Your lllrk o.nd the ,:ork of' l oc6l , state a'ld ?odoral agencies, 
1a eo closely a s sociated that your suecoss is vital to the auceoaa or 
Gove rnment . I ec confident tlut t~ pt.o;Jle of this country, in each 
and ovary cc:m:.u.ni ty, nill unders tand the true lmportencCJ or coopornt
ing in this great moHUz.ut1 .. m tor hur3Bn ne.ods. 

I like to emphasize the \ IOI'Il ",pri·rUCJB:~" rathor then the 
·.rord "duty"; ror it 1a clo:torly the privilC£8 of the indi vidual Am'1r1can 
to bear hla personal shllre in a \lork r;hich must be kept ,arnoncl in so 
fer aa i t i s possible to make it so. It 1s that ~r3onal appeal, that 
pora:onal eat-vice , ~1hich has carried us t hrough 'tbtse trying yottro . A 
unity or effort ~or e. little while longer 11111, I en. t<:<.ntident , bring 
national suceeu to our nationally mtt:tll.: unified ef!.a·t s to bring Old 
Man Depreuion to the point 11herc 110 can rinnll~· l!lllstor and ao3troy hilr.. 

The ch·:rch group" and the aochl grcups organized em priva te 
lines , 1;h3 ... hor t:1ey act s::~para toly or tt.ro~gh ::c.~nut! 'l::; Ches ta , ere 
an essent : .. 1 per.: or tile etructuru of our ~ift. . Th(, Ar..erican poople 
be lie vo i n ths ur.d eup!'Ort their !'i ne objec~ives . That support again 
thi3 yenr uill attend tho excellent enterprise you ar:) le.unching today. 
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F0'1 TiM PRESS 

CAUTION -- HOLD FOg RELEASE 

This o.ddross of the PI'tlsi dent a t tho 1934 lo~ob1lizet1on for HUman Needs 
Conference must be held in confidence until released. 

~-- nolease upon delivery. 
STl!PHEN EARLY 

Assistant Secretary to the P:-esident 

I am he.p'y illat for the second time the Conference on the 
Mobilization for Human Needs co:nes here to the ··n·i te HOilse. In so doing 
you emphasize •i th me the national character of our car.mon task, for I 
11Jc;) to feel that I share responsibi lity ~lith all of . ou who are here 
representing evary part of our country. 

You~· <~ork in the past has been of such outstending success that 
I am .confident this yeor you will achieve en all- time record . 

In addressing you lest yoer I emphasized the s imple fact that 
the responsibility of the individual and of the family for tho nell be
i ng of their neighbors must never cease . B.,ginning •lith those first 
winters of suffering in Jemesto1m and at Plymouth, it has been the 
American habit to render aid to those t7ho need it. T:1rough tho cen
turios a s t he firs t struggline; villages developed into communities and 
cities and counties end states , destitution end IY'ant of every description 
he.s t-een cered for in the first lnatence by community help. 

i'tith the enormous growth of population a::d :-11th the compl exi
t i es of the past generation, conmuni ty efforts t.ave been supplemented by 
the fonmtion of great national or&anizations dosioneu to COC"rdinate and 
stimulate those l ocal groups who are s triving not only to teko care of 
those in need b.lt also to c timulate bettor conditions '-f hoalth , of 
child welfare, of mental hygiene, of recreation and in the many other 
spl endid objectives which. are part and parcel or our national life of 
today. 

It is right , I think, for us to emphasize that the American 
family must be the unit "Rhich ensa.:;es our greatest interest e.nd concern. 
With this we must stress once more the task of each community to assist 
in maintaining and building up that far:dly unit. 

N':l thinking or experienced person insists today that the res
ponsibility of the conmuni ty s ho.ll be eliminated by .,as sing on thia 
great end hUlllane task to any central body at the seat of F3derol Govern
ment, You and I 'mow that t t has beo;,n ui th reluctance and only because 
we have realized tha impera tive need for additional help that the 
a:derel Government has bacn compel led to undertake the task of suppla
mant!ng the more normal ns thods which have been in use for many 
generations. 

I <"epoat 11ha t I told yoQ last year: t.l:lat the primary respon
sibility for connuni ty needs rests upon the cOllllllUni ty itselt. The t if 
every effort has been used by any g iven conmuni ty and has proven insuf
ficient , then it !a the duty of the Stllte to supplement, with there
sources of the state, the additional needs up to the 11m.1t or its power . 
That , finally, it is only when both or these effort s , taken together, 
prove insufficient that the Fedaral Govorm:~ent has any duty to add its 
resources to tht.l common cause . 

I t is inevitable, of course , that in carrying on relfef-
whether in t he form or work relief or home r eliaf--in an area that in
cludes every state, every county and every city i n the Union , local 
inefficiency is bound to exist in some instances . It is very definitely 
our ta~:k , yours end mine , to see to it that during the coming winter there 
shall be increased vigilance in every locality agains t tho g i ving or 
relief except to those who definitely and clearly need it and aN en
titled to it. 

In a great emergency system we ere establishing with each 
passing month a granter degr ee of etficlcncy, ond we are eliminating 
many of the evils which of neces :~ ity attended our f irot efforts, Tho 
trained uorkors which belen(!; to t ho many organizations l~presented in 



-2-

thh conteronce have an o~>portunity and o duty to see to it , t'irat or 
ell, that dest1t.•1t.lon i s relieved and , s'lcondly, that no lndirlduol 
8nd no tn.m1ly ahall be entitled to JNbl1c e.ssbtence 1t that individual 
or that fND1lY doee not daaerve it. 

Your ·1ork o.nd the ~:ork or loeftl, state and !i'edoral agencies, 
l a ao closely associated that your succose 1a vital to the auccoaa of 
Government . I er.1 confident tb.l t t~ people or this country, in each 
and ovary camrunity, alll understand the true importance of cooperat
ing in this greet mobilization tor human n&eds . 

I like to empha:!!lze the \lord "privilege" rather than the 
:~erd "duty"; tor 1t 1a clearly the privilege of the individual Amorican 
to bear hla persoual share in a tJork o:hlch must be kept ;ernonnl in so 
far ae it is poui ble to make it so . It is that personal appeal, that 
personal service , which he.s carried us through these trying years. A 
unity or effort :or a little while longer uill, I atn confident, bring 
nati onal succees to our nationally utis.A unified efforts to bring Ol d 
Mnn Deproaaion to tho !)Oint nhere \10 can finnll7 maetor and destroy him. 

The church groups 6Jld the social groups organized on private 
lines , \lbethar they e.ct sepcrately or t hrough Cor:tlllnity Chests , are 
an essential part of the s tructure or our life . The /oP~~riCe.Il people 
believe in them ond supi>Ort their fine objectivea. That support again 
this year will attend the excellent enterpri se you are launchin« today. 



Tt-l~ oo.ldreea or the Fresid~:~nt, dt.linred in behalf 
or the 1934 Wobiliution tor hu._-.an Needs I is tor publicotion 
in all editions or new~papers appe&ring on the nreeta OOT 
EAJ1LT..:R 1'HhN 10 :30 P. L. , iaetern Standard Tll:le , today ,
October 22, 1934. 

&~..:.tiF.AJU.Y 
Assistant Secretary t o the President 

:For the second. successive ytmr I fll:l moking o direct 
and rronk EJppeal to the country t':' Li'Jfl :'lupport to r;orth;r loca l 
che.r itiee or o.ll kinds . . 

You will recognize the neceasi ty or the general rule 
wbich prevent a the Pres:ki cnt of the United states froc uking 
tor auistence or contributions on behnlf or o.ny s pecif ic or 
indi vidud E;OOd cause , If I r.er e to begin doinb that I would 
be on the Blr at least two or three tin.e:J e very evening . 

In this case , hol;ever , there 1a in existence a central 
orgAnizati on celled the "1934 w.,ILIZJ..TION ~'OR h'UI..AN r;!l..L6 . " 
'I'he obJect or this oobilizo..tion is to enccurage and tie in to
gether the l!llny private .,rsanizations wbich arQ seeking funds 
to carry on their very essential and necess ary w;ork 1'or tho 
coming year . 

In eoce conr:mn lt ics these orsanizations seek contri
butions t'rolll tho public by the me~ of CcO!:UDity Cheats; in 
other CODIID.lnitiee t hey are askin& ror help separately but 
simultaneously . 

~Y I very simply explain to you t~o recta rhich all 
or ue should bear in cind? 

The f irs t 1a that the Federfll ,.ovt.rnment, the Stcte 
Q)vernmenta and local goverments are all of them bearing en 
unusually heavy load of expenditu res for relief end employment 
purposes -- a load so heavy thc.t c.very r.oOO citizen should seek 
to liGhten it in evel'}' wo.y post:ible . This effor~ on the part of 
e;overnmen ta o r all kinde t o bear their share or the emergency 
needs proceeds very clearly on the aaaumptton that the tot nl 
amount or relief of hwnan needs , heretofore borne by private 
contributions to private organizntiona , will continue i n the 
t\lture at l east at the se.me pace o.nd in tho same tl.!DOUnt sa in 
the peat . 

I hope thut you will wall realize that it ia contrary 
to a sound public policy to transfer more burdens to the shoulders 
or .pvernment if it can possibly be avoided and, thoreton , that 
private charity s hould , ea a lllB.tter of tood citizenship, be lllB.in
tained at least at current levels . 

Tbe other point I 110uld w:.ke is tha t none of u.s want 
to eliminate the pe rsonal factor in tal: i l'IG caN!I of hu::en needs , 
Surely none of you 11llnt to centrolize the care of relief eitbsr 
in \ftlehington or in your S t ate Capitol or in your City Uall. The 
deeentrallz.ation or relief - - t he keepine or it in tho hands or 
private o r ganU.ations as aJCb as fiB JX)ssibly can -- meo.ns that 
personal relet1oneb1ps , persona.! contact s , personal obli&~tions 
ond personal opportunities to do SPOd t:ill be preserved. 

It ia , therefore, without beeitation and with very deep 
reelinG that 1 aek you to support your local cho.ri t able und. welrore 
orgnnlzetloM Jn this 1934 J.DBlLIZATiot: FOR HU!.lo\11 NEZJ)S , 



• 
WMLIZATION FOR IIU!.IAN !lEEDS CONJI';lRENC! 

Friday, Sept. 28, 1934 

I em happy that for the second time the Conference on the 

Mobilization for Human Needs comes here to the White House . In eo 

doing you emphasize with me the national character or our common task, 

tor I like to feel that I share responsibility with all or you who are 

here representing every part of our country. 

Your work in the past has been of such outstanding success 

that I am confident this year you \till achieve an all-time record . 

In addressing you last year I emphasized the simple fact that 

the respons1b111 ty of the individual and of the family f or the well 

being of their neighbors must never cease. 'Beginning with those 

f i rst Winters or suffering in .Tamestown and at Plymouth, it has been 

the American habit to render aid to those who need it. Through the 
y,//4~0 

centuries as the first struggling~ developed into com:.unities 

and cities and counties and states , destitution and want of every 

description has been cared for in the first instance by community help. 

\Vi th the enormous growth of population and with the complex! ties 

of the past generation, community efforts have been supplemented by the 

formation of great national organizations deoigned to coordinate and 

stimulate those local groups who are striving not only to take cere 
&,fT,,- •f. 

of those in need but also to stimulete, c~nditions of health, child 

welfare/fm·ental hygiene~ecreation and~~he many other splendid 

objec tives which are part and parcel of our nation1.1l life of today . 

It is right, I think , for us to emphasize that the American 

family must be the unit ->hich engages our greatest interest and concern. 
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lrith Jlii:. must otress once more ~ tho~ uo olsO" tr

~ of each comnuni ty to assi st in maintaininP' and building up 

that ram1ly unit. 

No thinking or experienced person ineiats today that the 

responsibility of the com.;:-,unity shall be eliminated by passing on this 

great and humane task to any central t.ody at the seat of Federal 

Government . You and I know that it has been with roluctonoe and only 

because we have realized the imperative need for addi t1onal help that 

the Federal Goverrunent has been can:pelled to undertake the task of 

supplementing the more normal methods which lB ve been in use for 

many P:enerations. 

repeat whet I told you la!3t year: thl\t the primary 

responsibility for comnnmi ty needs rests upon the community 1 tself . 

That if every effort has been used by any piven cor:rnuni ty and has 

proven insufficient, then it is the duty of the State to supplement, 

with the resources of the state , the additional needs up to tbe l imit 

or its power . That , finally, it is only \oihen both of these efforts , 

taken together, prove insufficient that the Federul Government has any 

duty to add its resources to t he cao.l ·ton cause . 

I t is inevitabl e . of cou rse , that in carrying on relief--

lfhether in the form of work relief or home relief- -in an area that 

includes every state , every county and every city in the Union, l ocal 

inefficiency aa4; i~ •••• plus t !fttea! f t s lilt is bound to 
r,.,ir" ... J~.. ... ~ • ., ~~~/7.,44 .. :t.s 
.,....._,ll I t is very defi nitely our task, yours and mine , to see to 



1 t that during the coming winter there shall be increased vigilance 

in every locality against the givi ng or relief except to those who 

det1n1 tel:y end clearly need 1 t end ere ent1 tled to 1 t. 

~')'\.... .~ a great emergency system we are establishing with 

each passing month a greater degree of effic i ency) and we are eliminating 

many of the evils which of necessity attended our first efforts . The 

trained workers which belong to the many organizations represented in 

this conference have an opportWli ty and a duty to see to it, first of 

all, that destitution is relieved and, secondly, that no individual 

end no family shall be entitled to public assistance if that individual 

or that family does not deserve it. 

Your work and the work of local, state and Federal agencies, 

is so closely associated that your success is vi tal to the success of 

Government . I am confident tba.t the people of this country, in each 

and every community, \';ill understand the true importance of cooperating 

in this great mobilization for human needs . 

I like to emphasize the word "privilege" rather than the 

word "duty" ; for it is clearly the privilege of the individual American 

to baar his personal share in a work \,hich must be kept personal in 

so ferae it is possible to make it so . It is that personal appeal, 

that personol service, which has carried us through these trying years. 

A unity of e1'tort for a little while longer will , I am conf ident, bring 

national success to our nationally unified efforts to brins Old ~ 

Depression to the point where 1re can final l y master ~and destroy him. 
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The church groups and the social ,o~;roupa orgl'!nized on private 

lines, whethe r they act separatel y or through Ccmmuni ty Chests, are an 

esaenti: 1 pert of the structure of' our life. Th-3 American people believe 

i n t hem and support their f ine objectives . That support auain this year 

will attend the excellent enterprise you are launching today. 



CAU'l'ION -- HOLD . ·o1 n:::t.::ASE 

71113 addrosa of the Preddent e.t tho 1934 l.:obilhation for rlU:Ian Needs 
Conference nruat be hold in confidence until released . 

.£!1L!!.Qli_-- ;,oleue upon delivery. 
S!'lPHXt: EARLY 

Assistant Secretary to the P:-esident 

I am hap"!y ihat for the :.econd time ~ Conforenca on the 
Mobilization for Hunan Neodl!l comes horo to the '"/Hte House . In .,...doinc ( 

~~0 arnt!h~:!~;;:ht:m!~:.:!~~!b~~~~~c~~h o~1~u~rc=~h:=~~ ~I 
representing evol'Y part of .otsr country. 

Your ~10rk in the pest has been of such outstanding succees that 
I run confident 'thia yee~r you will achieve_ ~n all-ft ~_me record . 

I~116-¥0U last year I umpJri!izod tho :~ imple feet the.t 
tho rosponaib1lity or the indivi dut:!.l ahd of the fe.mily for tho well bo- \..,; _ '
ins of their noit;hbore must never cease. ~lith thoee-rn-d"c-' '/ 
uintel·s l:.'f suff ering in Jamosto1m and at Plynouth , it he.a been~t"-
~$ te t&rdor a u to tboae h ue!i H "'1'11rough tho cen· ' ' 
turiea as the first struggling villoges developed into communities 
cities ond count1o11 and s tates, destitution and ~ant or every deacript 1 
hils t-een cared ro~1n the first i113Umce by con:::~untty help . • 

· ·t th the onott!OU~ gr011th ot populatio? aA! ~ th the cocr.plexi· 
tif"~' of tho pest £eneration, cotm.UlitY efforts t't.eve been supplemented by 
thl' rol'VIfl.tion of ere~t national orsanizaticns doaic;nod to coordinate and 
at1111ll&te th, ne local e;rcups who ore strtvine not only to telm cere of 
~noso ~ rwe~ out. t;.u~t.o at..u:i...~-t.G "oe'nar c.:mO'a.lcns of ·r.ca·.L~n, oi- - , L 
child wolrore , or mental hygiene , or recreation~ 
aplt·ndid objcct1vo11 which ere part end parcel or our national lire ...,. 
tod~y. c.. I • #- I \ l 1:. .. ' 

It is right, I think:!tor us to emphasize that the Anertcan 
family must be the unit ilbich 1rnao.::;es our greatest interes t end concern. 
tth thi8 ve cust stNISS cnco core the t3sk or eech cccr.amity to assist I · .. I 

in meintoining end building up that 1"81:lily unit. 
N.J thinkifl6 or experienced person insis ts today that the rea

pon~ibtli ty or the COIIT.!Unity sholl be olir.i natod by pas sins on tht:. 
groat nnd humane task to any central body at the seat or F:tderol Govern
ment . You and I ";now that it has bef'ln ui th reluctance and only hecause 
wo h8ve realized tho impcrotive ooed for additional holp thct tho 
Fcdel"O.l covernmen t has boon compelled to undertake the ta11k of supple~ 
mcnting the more noi'1118lfthods which have been in use ~) \ { 

,generation~ . cepoat 11het I tol d yotl last yea r./ tho.\ the p;ime~i' fespon
sibility for corrmunity needs rest::: upon the ccm:~Unity itself. That i t 
ovo1·y offo1·t hM bc'en used by any given co::munity nnd has proven 1nsut-

;~~;:~! ' o~h~~o 1 !t!~e~h~h!u!~d~~1~!:1 s~:;~s ~p3~~P!::~~i ;i ~~ .1: ~~r. ··f._ 
'fhat , finally,~ H i.JII only llhen both or these efforts , taken together, \... 
~::=~:n:a::: !!~s!~doral Goverru:~ent h3s ony duty to add its 

It is 1Mvttahle, or course , that in carryina: en reli'e r -
wbether in the form of 30rk relief or hooe rolief-·in an area that in
clude::~ every .!Jtato , every county and every city in the Union , local 
tneftlei tonc:r 18 bound to ~rtst in :;om instances . It is very definitely 

'~~~l~a~,_i!:s:~ v:~~:.n:: ~~ee!:r!tl!c~~~~=t.!:! ~~~v;~t:~ there 
relief excbpt to thooo who defin1 t e ly ond clearly need 1 t and ere en~ 
tt tled to it. 

In a great emorgeney ayat811 we are es tablishing with oach 

=;i~ :~t.=v~l;r:::~ :~r::e~;i ~~r!~~~~!d ~ ;~r~8 e~~~!~Y~ L 
troin&d Jlorkers wtlich bolonr, to tho ~Y organ! zations represented in 



-2-

th liS conror onco havo Clf\ onportunity and o duty to see to it, firs t or 
e ll, t ha t de3 t.1tuHon i s relieved and, secondly, the~o incllvld.u.al 
&nd no tnmil~hell be entitled to public essbtanee tr that indiTtdual 
or that tam1ly does not doso r vo it. 

Your ·1ork o.nt!: ~r.e .·ork o1' loenl , s tate and Federal ae,eneiea, 
15 oo cl03ely a asoeiateti. tha t your success h"lvital to the auceou or 
CovoJrnment., .,. I 81:1 confident tbJ. t the poople or this country, in eoch 
and every carr.runi ty, n Ul understand the true importance or cooperat
ing in this great mobilization t or human n&Ods. 

r'Zlike to emphasiw the \lOrd "privilege" ro.thor t..~an the 
·.1ord "duty"; tor it is clearly the privil ege or the individual Amorican 
to bear his personal share in a ~:ork - hich must be kept ,er oonol in ao 
far aa 1t 1e possible to make it so. It is that personal appeal , that 
personal service , which has carried us through'the se trying ycere . A 
unity of effort !'or a little nhila longer nill , I am confident, bring 
notional sueeeu to our notionally to:tlltX unified efforts to bring Old 
Man Depression to the point \"lhere \76 con finall:r mas tor and des troy him . ~ ,. r,. 

The e hnrch groups ~r.~ t ho social groups organized on Pri~te 
l1ne3 1 11he ther they aet separatel y or through Comnunity Ches t s , ero 
o.n es aentie.l part o r the s tructure of our life , Tho A::leriean people 
bolieve in '{ lill*l. s ; , ' t:.H- f i ne objectives . T'.lat support ega1n 
this yea r will ttend the excellent enterpri::Je you are launching today. 0 

\ , , 1 < _. .. I 
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