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SPE!CH BY THl! PRESIDI!m' AT MEJ!TING ON 
ECONOMIC SECURITY AT THl! I'IIIITE IIOIJSl'!, NOVI'2o!BER 14, 19M. 

I e.m glad to welcome you to the White House and t o tell you that I 

am happy that t here 1• eo much interest in the problem or economic security. 

Last June I said tha t this winter we might well make a beginning in the great 

task or providing aocial insurance tor the citizen and his family. I have 

not changed my opinion . I shell have recommendations on t his subject to 

present to the incoming Congress. 

Many details are a till to be settled. The CollDDi ttee on Economic 

Security was created to advise me on t his matter. It will bring to me, not 

any preconceived views, but a mature judgment attar caratul study or the 

problem and attar consultation with the Adviaory Conference and t he cooperating 

conmittees . 

On some points it is possible to be definite. Unemployment insurance 

will be in t he program. I am still ot the opinion expressed in m:y message of 

1une eighth that t his part of soc i al insurance should be a cooperative federal-

state undertaking. It is important that the federal government encourage states 

which are ready to take this progressive step. It is no lese important that 

all unemployment insurance reserve funds be held and invested by the federal 

government, so that the use of these funds as a means of stabilization may be 

maint ained in central mana&em.ent and employed on a national baeia. Unemploy-

ment insurance mu.at be set up wi tb the purpose of decreasing rather than in-

creasing unemployment. It is of course clear that because of their J11118ni tude 

the investment and liquidation of reserve funds must be within control of the 

government its elf. 
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For the administration or insurance benefits, the states are the most 

logical units. At this stage, while unemployment insurance is still untried 

in this country and there is such a great diversity or opinion on many details, 

there is room tor some degree ot ditterence in methode, thoush not in principles. 

That would be 1tnpossible under an exclusively national system. And so I can 

say to you who have come trom all parts or the country that not only will 

there have t o be a federal law on unemployment insurance , but state laws will 

also be needed. In January the great majority or the state legislatures will 

convene, 8s well as Congress. You who are interested i n seeing that unemploy­

ment insurance is established on a nation- wide basis should make your plans 

accordingly . 

we must not allow this tne of inauranoe to become a dole through the 

mingling of insurance and relief. It ia not charity. It must be financed 

by contributions, not taxes. 

What I have said must not be understood as implying that we should do 

nothing further tor t he people now on relief. On t he contrary , they must be 

cur first concern. We must get them back into productive employment and as 

we do so we can bring them under the protection of the insurance system. 

Let us profit by the mist akes of foreign countries and keep out of unemployment 

insurance every element which is actuarially unsound. 

There are other matters with which we must deal before we shall give 

adequate protection to the individual against the many economic hazards. 

Old age is at once the most certain, and for meny people the most tragic of 

all hazards. Ther e is no tragedy in growing old , but there ie tragedy in 

gr owing old without means of support. 
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.ls Governor of New York, 1 t was my pleasure to recommend passage of the 

old age pension Act which , I e.m told, is still generally regarded as the moat 

liberal in the country . In approving the bill, I expressed my opinion that 

:tull solution of tbia problem i s possible only on insurance principles . It 

takes so very much money to provide even a moderate pension for everybody, 
t II 

that when the funds are raised from t axation only a means teet must necesaarily 

be made a condition of the grant of pensions. 

I do not know whether thie is the time for any f ederal legislation on 

old age security. Organizations promoting fantastic acham.es have aroused 

hopes which cannot possibly be tul.t'illed. Through their activit ies they have 

increased the dif ficulties of getttns sound legislation; but I hope that in 

)>< ti-0/<t Ol<• I. f"'-
time we may be able to .._.A the aged)~ -- a sound and a uniform system 

which will provide true eecuri ty . 

There is also the problem ot economic loss due to sickness, - a very 

ll~ri•·•IA - 71::£ • '' 
serious matter for many temili ea with incomes , and ~ an untair burden 

~ ~ 

upon the medical profession. Whether we came to t his form ot insurance soon 

or later on I am confident that we can devise a system which will enhance and 

not hinder the remarkable progress which has been made and is being made in 

the practice of the professi ons ot medicine and surgery in the United States. 

In developing each component part or the broad program for economic 

eecurity, we must not lose sight of the fact that there can be no security 

tor the individual in the midst of general insecurity. Our first task is to 

get the economic system. to func t ion so that there will be a greater general 

security. Everything that we do wi tb intent to increase the security of the 

individual will, I am confident, be a stimulus to recovery. 
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.A.t thie time, we are deciding on long-time objectives . We are developing 

a plan ot administration into which can be fitted the various parts ot the 

security program when it is timely to do so. We can not work: miracles or 

sol ve all our pr oblems a t once . What we can do is to lay a sound foundation 

on which we can build a structure to give a greater measure ot s~ety and 

happiness to the individual than any we have ever known. In thia task you 

can greatly help . 



ADDRESS OF THE PRESI DENT 
to the Advisory Council of the 

National Conference on Economic Security 
November 14, 1934 

I am glad to welcome you to the White Hdu~e 8nd t o 

tell you that I am happy that ther e i s so much interest in 

the problem ot economic security. Last June I said that this 

winter we mi ght wel l make a beginni ng in the g r eat task or 

providing social insurance for the citizen and his family. 

I have not changed my opini on. I shall have recommenda t i ons 

on this subject to present to the i ncomi ng Congr ess . 

Many details a r e still to be settl ed . The Commit-

te e on Economic Security was created t o advise me on this 

matter. It will b r ing to me, not any preconceived views, 

but a mature Judgment after care ful study of the problem and 

after consul tation with the Advisory Conference and the co-

operating committees . 

On some points it ie possible to be def inite . Un-

empl oyment i nsurance will be in the pr ogram . I am still or 

the opinion expr essed i n my message or J une eighth that this 

part of social insurance should be a cooperative Feder al-

St ate undertaking . I t is i mpor tant that the Feder al Govern-

me nt encourage states wh i ch are r eady to take t his progress-

i ve step . I t i s no lees i mportan t t hat al l unempl oyme nt 
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insurance r eserve funds be held and invested by the Federal 

Government, so that the use of these funds as a means of 

stabilization may be maintained in central management and 

employed on a national basis. Unemploy~·ent insur.a_nce must 

be set up with the purpose of decreasing rather than in­

creasing unemployment. It is of course clear that because 

of their magnitude the investment and liquidation of reserve 

funds must be within control of the Government itself. 

For the administration of insurance benefits, the 

states are the most logical units. At this stage, while un­

emol oyment insurance is still untried in thi s country and 

there is such a great diversity of opinion on many details , 

there is room for some degree of differ ence in methods, 

though not in principles. That would be impossible under 

an exclusively national system. And so I can say to you who 

have come from all parts of the country that not only will 

ther e have to be a Federal law on unemployment insurance, 

but state laws will also be needed. In January the great 

majority of the state l egislatures will convene, as well as 

Congress . You who are inter ested in seeing that unemploy­

ment insurance is established on a nation-wide basis should 

make your plana accordingly . 

We must not allO\v this type of insurance to become 
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a dole through the mingling of insurance and relief. It is 

not charity. It must be financed by oontributions, not taxes. 

What I have said must not be understood as implying 

that we should do nothing further for the people no" on r e­

lief . On the contrary, they must be our first concern . We 

must get them back into productive employment and as we do so 

we can bring them under the pr ot ecti on of the insurance system. 

Let us profit by thP. mistakes of foreign countries and keep 

out of unemployment insurance every el ement which is actuar­

ially unsound . 

There are other matters with which we must deal be-

fore we shall give adequate pr otecti on t o the individual 

a gainst the many economic hazards . Old a ge is at once the 

most certain, and for many oeople thr most tragic of all 

hazards. There is no tragedy in growing old, but ther e is 

tragedy in growing old without means of support . 

As Governor of New York, it was my pl easure to r e­

commend passage of the old age pension act which, I am told, 

is still generally regar ded as the most liberal in the coun­

t r y . In approving the bill, I expressed my opinion that full 

solution of this p roblem is possible only on insurance pri n­

ciples. It takes so very much money to provide even a moder­

ate pensi on for everybody, that when the funds are rai sed 
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from taxation only a 'means teat' must necessarily be made a 

condition of the grant of pensions . 

I do not know whether thi s i s the time f or any Fed­

eral legislation on old age security. Organizations pr omoting 

fantastic schemes have aroused hopes which cannot poss ibly be 

fulfilled. Through their acti vities they have increased t he 

difficul ties of ge t ting sound l egislation; but I hope that in 

t i me we may be able to provide secur ity for the a ged-- a sound 

and a uni form system which will provide true securi t y. 

There is al so t he problem of economic loss due t o 

sickness -- a very serious matter for many families with and 

without incomes, and ther efore, an unfair burden upon the med­

ical profession. Whether we come to this form of insurance 

soon or later on I am c onfident that we can devise a system 

which will enhance and not hinder the remarkabl e progress 

which has been made and is being made i n the practice of the 

profe ssions of medicine and eurgery in the United States. 

In devel opi ng each component part of the broad pro­

gram for economic security, we must not lose sight of t he fact 

that ther e can be no security for the indivi dual in the midst 

of general insecurity. Our first task is to get the economic 

system to funct i on so that ther e will be a g r ea t er general se­

curity. Everything that we do wi th intent to incr ease the 
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security of the individual will, I am confident, be a stimu­

lus to recovery. 

At this time, we are deciding on long-time obJect­

ives. We are developing a plan of administration into which 

can be fitted the various parts of the secur ity program when 

it is timel y to do so. We cannot work miracles or solve al l 

our problems at once. IVhat we can do is to lay a sound found­

ation on which we can build a structure to g ive a greater 

measure of safety and happiness to the individual than any we 

have ever known . In thie task you can greatly help. 



..,.,,, 

T'rl3 PRZSlill!:."l' 

To t.ne A...J.vhory Cou."lc:il of the 
liationnl Conference on !::conolllic 
S.Ocu.ri t), at t.he ¥n1 te i!o-.ue, 
toveabor 14, 19~. 

I u e;lnd to wtJlcome you to the !hi te Houoe and to tell 
you t hat I a .A haPPi thnt there is so I!Uch interest in the problem 
o( economic aeeurity. Last Juno::l I said that this winter we might 
well make a beginning in t.he great tack of providing social in­
euro.nce tor the clticen nnd his family. I have not changed l!tf 
opinion. 1 Bhall have r ecomroondations on tilh subject to present 
to the incoming Congroao. 

lAnny details nre still to be settled. The Com.n1ttee on 
Economic Security •a crea.ted to advise rr.e on thla 1r0tter. It will 
b r ing to me, not an,y preconceived vie,.,s , but a mture judgtll9nt after 
careful study of the problem and after consultntion with tho Ad­
visory Conference and the cooperating cot:lmitteea. 

On aome points it 18 pouible to be definite. Unei!J)loy­
ment insurance will be in the pro,-am. I 8Jll still of t..~e opinion 
expreased in r:J¥ ~Dasaage of June eighth that this part of social in­
surance ahould be a cooperative federal-stat.e und11rtaki.ng. It 11 
ilDJ)ortant that. the federal government encourage states which are 
ready to take t hi& progrenive step. It 1t.1 no l ees important that 
all uneqlloyment insurance reserve funds be held and invested by the 
federal governt~~ent, 1>0 th.nt tile use of these fWlda as a means of 
sta.b1lhat1on lllllY be minta.ined in central mana&ecent and employed 
on a nntionel bnaia. Une~loyment insurance wat be ae t up "ith the 
purpoae of decrensing rather tM.n increasing anee~ployaent. It 11 of 
course clear that becrnso of their !:lCgtlitudc the investment o.nd 
liquidl'.tion of reserve funds ;21St be within control of tM governoent 
itself. 

For the t".dministrn.tion of insurance benefits, the atetes 
o.re the QOSt lor:iccl units. A.t tbi& stage , while unor:~ployment in­
surl".nCO 1a still uutried in thi& cou.atrt nnd there is such n g rent 
divt.r&it.y of op1nion on tnnn;~ details , tht)ra is roo:::. for somo degree 
of d Hfor enco in iilflthods, thou&l no t in principles. Thnt would be 
impoani ble una.er M uxclusively natioJ.nl oyBtom. And so I cnn soy 
t o you. who hnvo como from all parts of tile countr;,· that not only 
will tilure have to be n f ederal law on une::;>loyment lnaure.nce , but 
s t nte lawa will olso be needed. In Ja.nunry tha g r eat lllCI.jori ty of 
tho ota.te le("islnturos will convene , as lii'Oll ao Congreaa. You who 
aro interested in aoeing t hat unemployment inaurnnce 1e eatabliahed 
on a na.tion- ... ido ba~1a should mke your pl nnc accordingly. 

il'e I!IU!;t no• allow this type of imru.rance to becoll'l6 n dole 
t hrour,h tho mi~lilll" of insurance and relief. It 1a not charity. It 
na.tot. bo finnr.cod by contributio!ls, not taxeo. 

ft:'lat I have aaid mat not be understood aa itr~plying that 
" ahould. do nothinp; further for the people now on relief. On the 
cont.rort, t.h"'y mat be our first concern. We 31&1. ,;ret thalli back 
int.o J:.'OO.Ucthe e~loymcnt and aa we do ao •e ca.n brin& the11 undor 
the protection of t.he insurance ayste.!!l. Let ua profit by the ctstakoa 
of forei&n countri88 and keep out of une;:ploy.oent insurance every 
element 'ldlich 1a actuarially unsound. 

There n.re oth~r rrnttera •ith which 11'6 ~at deal before we 
ohall s tve adequate protection to the 1W1v1dual againat the ::11Lt1¥ 
oconolllic hazardo. Old atte is at once the moat certnin, aM for ::ney 
people t.he oon trll("'ic of all hazards. Thero 18 no trnged,v in g row­
il\6 old, but. ~hllrtJ 1s trat;edy in growine old without mean a of support. 
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t a Governor of New York, 1 t. na o:v pleasure t o reco~t­

ID8nd. pa11age of the old a«e pension ict which, I u told , h 
at.ill cener o.llj' regarded as the ooat. liber a l in the countrJ. In 
approvin& t.ho bill, I expnned cv opinion that full solution of 
thh problem ia pouible only on insurance principlea. I t tolcea 
ao very mch lDOM.Y t o provide oven a moder a t e pension for evory~ 
bod¥ , that when the 1\l.nde are rals&d from tamt.ion only a "means 
teat• !lUst neceunrily be JllLde a condition of the rrant of pen­
dona . 

I do not lmo• whether this is the time for any federal 
legislation on old age eecuri ty. Organizations pro1110ting fant astic 
schemes have a roused hopea 'll'hich cannot pos t. ibly be fulfilled. 
Through Uleir activitiee they have increased the difficulties of 
gett.ing sound logi al a tlon; bu.t I hope t hat in time we me.y be able 
to provide aecurHy f or t he aged, - - a sowui and a uniform ayat em 
whi ch will provide true security. 

Thero 1& alae the probl em of economic lo tiB due to eick-­
nesa - - n very eerioua a:atter for ma.ny famil i es with and. witOOut 
inco!D8e, an6. therefore , an unfair burden upon the mt~dical profes­
sion. ifhether we come to thh form of insurance soon or later on 
1 am confident t hat 1te can devise a system which will enhance and 
not birder t he remarkable progress which hac been ::l.!\de and 1 a be ill« 
mde in the pr actice of the professi ons of medicine and surgery in 
the United Statee. 

In developin& each component part of the br oad p rogram 
for economic security, we mat not lose sight of the fact that 
there can be no aecuri ty for the lndi vidual in t he midst of &en­
eral insecurit y. Our first task is to get the economic eyst ea to 
function eo that there will be a greater general security. Every­
t.hil'lg that "e do 1r1th intent to i ncrease the security of the in­
dividual "111, I am confident, be a stimulus to recovery . 

.Lt thie tice , "e are decid ing on long-time objecUve1. 
We are developin& a plan of administration i nto "Which can be fit ted 
the v&rioua parts of the security program "When it is timely to do 
so. We cannot work miracles or solve all our problems at once. 
lhat we can do is to lo.y a sound founda tion on Ylhica "e can build 
a structure to give e. greattsr 1081\sure of safet y and happiness to 
the individual than any we have ever known. In this task you 01\n 
g r eatly help. 



.. ':1ose re~.:r':a ot the l'rosidont 1:.) t .o .\4"Y.l.:IO:r~· t"ouM~l 
-rt'he Uatto~ t;o.~ ... r t.:1a o .,:: !':cono.::t:.io 5ecuri ty 1:11st 'lo ~U. 
.ln t"«ltidencc t.nt i l .. ·oleaocd . 

S'IW'l ..;H F ,'\JlL . 
A!:!:'listnnt ...... r cto.:.·:· to t"•e i're:adcnt . 

I a.~: sl!'.d to 17f)leoo" you to the ,:'hite House a"tll. to tell you that I 
o.n happy th~ t there i fl so much intercot in t~c problem or ee .... nc~ic sCe''l'ity. 
Loot .Tune I s o.id thf!t thia r<in'ter ue eight :-r<Jll 1.1:>.l:e o. 'leginnins in tho 
groo.t teolc or proViding coei:tl insurance for the ei ti:r.An and his terr.t ly. 
I have not eh:lneod 1117 opinion. I r Aall hnvc reconnondat iono on thil\ oub-
jcct t o present to tho inoorntna Congress . 

Lony details o.re still t o Oo settled. 1'he C:')•.-•itt oc on ~onor.tio 
Seourity m s e-rected t o o.dviae r.;o on t!1.~s w.ttor. It ~:ill )o.r'ln,; to ~<lC. , 11.,t 
atll" precol!coi ved vie\7s , but n n-.ture judg.~nt t.i'ter Ul":1\J.l stt"d;r or the 
pr r.bl cn and o.ftr-r conoultation rJ14 ;h the !~d';'"i SOry tonf~:rcJOce OJ!d the cooperot­
ins t onmittecs. 

On ao.'"l8 points it b po.s ~1b1e to be definite. U!la;plo~'""JOnt i~oUI'­
anL:fl rtill be i n tho prograc.. I a s~:ill of the opinion e:rpresS(..d in my 
co:.:~e of JUne e.tehth tt>nt t llis rbrt .ot social insu . .'.l."\c• 3hould l)e a 
cooper ~1,.\-o tedoru.l- dtato U"\dertnki!lg . It is illJ!lO.rtant that tho rocll':ral 
govcrl: .. nt o u.:ourft(_jc stat".i -;:}t.tch nro ready to t 'lh.""O this yroo·~ :;o;ve shp. 
H io no l e".:J iopor tant that. all uneillployc.ent inst!l" nee re.1er-·e fu.lds bu held 
ruu:! i:wu :l.(.d 'ly th• fed~~l (;JVernt:!Snt ~ so tb:::.t t:>e ue or tl.c~e fundR ae a 
mn~.o ~t ct .. biliz. tion :::~~.y be CJJ.int3ined in cer.tr~l l""o8.ll8()ei!81'1t and ompl ... yod 
on &. no.tiono.l ~a3i~ . Unenplo-;nent insurance must bo • Ct ·up nith the purpooe 
of docroaalr..g r~t1tcr t han incrco..tng unemploy~·l6nt. It to ot oNrse clear 
tha "' because or t heir fBGRitude t l:e tnvcstuent ::.no l1Ci·;;_d:ltion or roocrvo 
runde 1:n.u~t 'b• n U hin control of the :sovorn..1ent it:.t.ll' • 

.For the :ubinistr ation o:: insurance benefits , tho :~to.tos :~ore the 
moot logical Wlits. At this s tage, t7h.i le unemploymnt insurance 13 still un-
1riod in thill cotmtry and t!l.cre is such a t;rent diversity of opinion on many 
dot:~.ils , there is roou f or sor,IO desrce or dirteroneo i n ncthods, though not 
in pr-inctplo::. Thnt t!ould be impossible lmder an exd usively national 
syoten. And so I co.n sny t o :rou t~ho have cooe f:ror.~. all pnrts of the country 
t hn"' not onl:r -.:111 thcro have to h 9. fedorol 1817 on unet:.ploytiOnt inour:mco, 
\ u t stnte l aao 11ill o.ho be needet. In Janu.:lry the gro:Jt r.njori t y ot tho 
!;tttt e lQ6i3l.:l tttrns 17111 convene , o.s rtell as Congre tto . You itho nro interested 
in sc.&ing ttw.t UllOIJployt!!Ont in:ru.roneo h e::Jtablh hod on a nat ion- uido \ a 31s 
ohould mnko your plana a ocordi J11ly. 

\lo r.1LI.St not ullo~r this typu of i n:.urn.Jct. io b&cocte :1. dole thrOugh 
the cinaling o r inwrance end relittf . It is not c"!nrhy. H r:uct be tinunc:td 
by contribut iorw , no t ta~e.o. 

ltb.Bt I have oaid crust not be under.::Jtood u li1plytns thct" ne should do 
nothing turther for the ,eople non on relict. On the contrary, they must \ e 
our fir:::;t concern . i/e tml3t got tha;, i acl: into productive eapl oyment and u 
ue do so 1fO •an bri:Jg thu under tho protection ot the in3Ul'anco system. 
Lo.lt ua prort t by the tlintal:es or f ore i gn countries and keep out of u.nemplo:~­
.::ent incuronce ovory elcmont ffhich is nctunrially unsound. 

There arc other r.lntters uith t:hieh 170 tJUst deo.l • sroro ue shall stvo 
adoq,u.ato protection to the 1ndiv1duo.l. BGO.ins t the oony oconotU.c ha::ards . Old 
nso is at once t he mont certain , and for no.ny people t ho I:!OSt trcgic of nU 
hazard:~ . There 13 no trQGedy in groutne old. , but there is trncedy in arom.na 
old tti thoUt r:ICOM Of SU!'I)Orto 
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A:s Go\'ernor or New York , it was~ pleaaure to roconnend 
pUIIJb.Qe of the old ace pension Act -::b ich, I ata told , i ll ettll ger.er­
ally re&-rdod na !he mat UbcTal in tbe country . In npprov tng t.he 
bill, I expr e:saecl ey opinion t.hllt full solution o r this problem h 
pouible only on tr.surance J,rinciples . It te.::ea eo very much DOney 
to Pl'Ovicle e\•en a tiXK\era t.o pension tor everybody, that rhen the tunda 
are r ll iaed from taxation only a "mean::: teat" n11st necea:serily be ~r.nde 
a cond.Jtion of the grant ot pensions . 

I do not knc'll' tthet.her th i s is tbe time for any federal 
l ogi .slatton on clt' ass security. Or,;e.n tzat.ions promotin g r antae t ic 
schemes have aroused hopes which cannot poss i bly be f ulfilled . Thr ough 
their a.ctivitios they have incree.sed the difficult lea or getting aound 
l egislation ; but I boptl that ir.. time ue me.y be abln to provide cecur1ty 
for the aged, -- u aouna and r. unitonu system -..h 1ch will provide true 
ucurity . 

J'here i a ulao t he problem o f ~conomic l oss due to sickneaa - ­
a very ser ious matter for l!ltl ny £3m:l.liea wi tb 1:1nd v.1 thout incomea , nr.d 
therefore , un unfair bUl·den upon the medical profession . \,bather we 
caDe to thiH ror:n or insurance soon c r later on 1 !ll:l confident that ~o 
eon devise e. ay ste~:~ fb.ich will snho.nce &.nd not hindor the re:neri:able 
progrua wldch has been n.ade :\!.d 18 being tJ.ade in the practice or tt.e 
professions ot medicine end sur~t>ry in the United States , 

ln develoJ;ino eoch component pert of tbe brC'Iad pro&ram for 
economic aecurit;r, t:e must not loae .:ig.'tt or the tact that there ct~n be 
no security for the 1r.dividuol in the r-~idst ot' gtoneral insecurity. Our 
first tas'c. is to get tbt economic sys tem to rune tior. so that there wlll 
be a treatler general secur ity. Everything tt.at r.e do with intent to 
increaae the eecurity or tbe indivi dua.i. '1111 1 I E.m confident , be a 
stimulus to recovery. 

At. t his t.i ma, ~e are dec1G.inG on long- ti.J:ie objectives. re 
ere davelopin<>-. plan of ad!uinistrat ion i nto whicl: can bo rttted the 
various rorts or the i!iBCuri ty proe-rom ahen it. lo timely to 'o 8:> • ... 
e~n!Kit. t70l"~ mt raeles ~r solve ~11 our pr oi..lens at once . ~ttt ue c!ltl do 
1{' to l ey f' ttOunc! foundation on Lhich -..e can build a structure to c,ivc 
a g r eater t1e&oure of ao.ret:r nnJ ht:ppinas:J to t ile individ.uul then any t.e 
have ever tn?l n , It. ti,h t.a:d:- you ca.:. greatly help. 



I 

I ~ere is so much interest i n the ~~co{omic 1 
I 

s ecuri ty, -l>ho •• ..U-•nlfR"to1 -l>y-.thi..........t'eronoe . Last June I -.tad ,:;.,. ;( 

~ that this winter " e might well make --t a beginning in the 

1!'1' 9/*-tl l'j, \. • 
g r eat task of ....-g f or the cit izen and his family,-~-...... 

~. I have not changed m;y opinion. I shall have recor.unendations 

on t hi s subject t o pr esent to t he incomine Congres s . 

r--etmno~"b t i me , . outli ne what I shall recOtDinendJ i'railkly, 

~any details are stil l to be settled . The Committee on Economi c Security 

was created to advise me on t hi s matter. ecd i + g Pn em: endatl:omr-will 

--------------. ~ ,-
~a-t .,.-~·~ The· G • tt a will br ing to me, not any preconceived 

views , but a M ture ja::lgm.ent after careful study of the problem and after 
1r. 

consultation wit.\>t the Advisory Conference and''Cooperating committees. 

On oome point s i t is possi ble to be~ definite . Unemploy-

ment i nsurB.llce "'ill be in the pr ogr am. I am still of the opinion ex-
)~~' ):.,.11 k ~~ .... ,.r 

pressed in rey message of June 8th that • pl 1 S~ insurance should be 

a cooper a t ive federal-state w>dertaking . It i s - important that the 

(,. LL'- ~ .; \ 
federal government lolw-h -f-<--t oH>o bax±nr: poowet r e•e o •~wo 

Qee1 fz'?:::S8R1rMt states whi ch ar e ready to take this progr essive step . 

It is no less i mportant t hat a l l W'lempl oyment insurance reserve fWlds 

be held and invested by the f ederal gove r nment, so, tha t tiliOJ 1M\) ue used 
IT'; • 1 M4 ,. · ·c.~,.., -- / t .... .1 ,.. ), J.o 

- means of stabilizationtl"'un~mployment ins urance must be set bp,.9 

A. h,...-. ,, .. ' • ' -t 
t,Q..Qiilvu a tend:aaay "to decreas .. 

1
ratber than f increas~:')'unemployroent . 

~ ••rl Neez •e twxds-~ 1Juad3:ertr--au timee;-l'rr-acceN 
~ ~r ~" ,,,, ~ I_ ;, ·r ~-~ , tc./, _,....__... 

~.)I /7,: t h t he lgen!t&l..J:rodi~~cios-o: ~· g~rnment, anclt15'""tlmt-end-~ 
:1'/// investment and l i 4uidationAmust be wit hin control of t he s gencl rosrsnpi blfiil 

'4 t.4P 4?olii~ po.Hctmr. / ~/ 
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I /' yH,I! 

For the administration of benefits, the states are the .!!lost 
~ 

logical units . At this !tage, while unemployment insw-ance is still un-

tried in this country and there io such a great diversity of o~inion r9 
2~ ~, 

Ift8.l\Y details , there is room for 4· 6 td oti. . That would be l!nposs ible 1 1 

Wlder s.n exclusively national system. And so I can s~ to you Vlho have 

come from all parts of the cotmtry that not only will there have to be a 

federttl law on Wlemployment insurance, but state laws will also be needed . 

In January the great majority of the state legislatures will convene, as 

well as Congress . You who are interested in seeing that tmemployment 

insurl:Ul.ce is established on e nation-wide basis should make your plans 

according~ . 
In I .. 

VIe must not allow una ·. J i)''!le~tJ insurance to become a dole 

It ' 
yhrough mingling insw·ance and relief . UR81!11Jla;,senb H&eMemee mus t be 

.Jit " r-­
kW an..the level or a son.t.ra<rtUBl -rfkht , wi-tho~ charity. 

It must be financed by contributions, not taxes. 

\7hat I have said must not be understood as implying that we 
y,..,..L(, 

should do nothing f"urther for the~ now on r elief. On the contrary, 

they must be our first concern . We must get them back into productive 

h·"-
employ!llent and as we do so 1\ can bring them under the protection of the insurance 

system. ~t us profit by the mistakes of foreign countries and keep 

out of Wlemploy:aent insurance every element which i s actua.rially unsound. 

There are other matters with which we must deal before we shall 

give ~ ade-1uate protection to the individual against the me.ny econo:nic 

hazards. ~en.-.ha-4 s canfperreed. Old age i s at once the most certain, 

and for man.y people the most traeic of all hazards . There is no traged,y 

in groY;ing ol d , but ther e is t ragedy in growing old without meB.lls of 
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support . ~. prsbl e= Ra~m'mh "or• e~wi.tlL t&-~tion 

..._Pf til!_ fJ.mds not only ot: .ao~ old people but of their..chlldren. 

As Governor of .New York , 1 t was 1J1Y pleasure to recommend passage 

of the old age pension Act which, I am told, is still generalJ.¥ regarded 

as the most liberal in t he country . In approving the bill, I expressed ey 

;.... ,!/ 
opinion that a re&ll,'ado~not~ solution of this proble1:1 is possible 0114' 

pP /II • Ml ~ 
on insurance principles. I t takes s .. ea a jlst ;t money t o provide even a 

moderate pension for everybody that when the funds are ra ised from taxation o-r.~ 

a means test must necessarily be made a condition of' the grant of pensions . 

I do not know whether this is the time for any federal legislati on 

on old age security . Organizations promoting fantastic schemes have aroused 

hopes which can not ?OSsibly be fulfilled . Thr ough their activities they 

have ~ increased the dif ficulties of getting sound legislati on; but 

'" /i •. , " . ·· ·f " ~,._ / / 
I ~ hope that oe 1 rt+il be able to give the aged something --. 

11 •• -t"f .. ~~ w--1. "'I\ ~>•' k t.• '~j I --~ 
-...,.apbsaible $omiaes of_ tllese ofzanizatiom! . 

There is also the problem of econO!Ilic loss due to sickness , . . 
·?·(to f' 

w~ a very serious ,..._"for many families with incomes , and likewise 

an unfair burden upon the medical profess i on. ~a.~oa.o.. 

ln!=woz:i:~d out which will be beneficial alike to..the-pul>li+-em!-the'"'praf'eeoion. 

But-l:e~~ that I sbooll,1'8C...and no l"lfl.~~ 

~e 1ndeperdenee et the p1t;)'S1C1Bh hM 18 hOt i COiit!nllllli~-t~ 
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, • ..,..,,)"'_,. .,.../A" I tt/!J.. ;..,._,./ 
In developing 11 ,!rogrsrf for ec~omic security , fie must not l ose 

sight of the fact that there con be no sec"rity f or the individual in the 

midst of general insecw·ity. Our first task is to get the economic system 

.l. t-- f-- ~-
to function so thet there will be generf'!l security. that "e do 

A 
With intent t o 1ncret~S8 the security of the indiVidual IH:lOf: tet&t" ecacORdC 

1,1 ,// .. ·-• 4, I / , '•• /J•, 
Feeon~:P!fi..-Putl-1er,"""'l~~,. e stimulus t o recovel')' . 

4-u!. ' ""' \ 
., At this time , fie ~· decid•~ long-time objectives. 

re ~ develot;.,a plan of administration into l\Uich can be fitted the 

various parts of the security program tthen 1 t is time!) to do so . \"le can 

not work miracles or solve nll our pr oblems at once . \'lliat 'riB can do is to 
t;;--

l e.y a sound foltlldation o-;,~hich ,,e ct~.n build s structure ~~1 give 

9Af".~ ~ ..r -" 
a greater meas\U"e of u · e~ to the individual than any we have 

ever knovm . I 
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Reading Copy 

Address a t Harrodsbur g, Kentucky 

Nov . 16, 1934 



GOVERIIOR LAFFOON, MY FRIENDS UF KID<TUCKY: 

we, pioneers of 1934, are come toget her today to 

honor the pioneers of a c entury end a half ego . 

On my journey h ither I hav e been r eading onc e more of 

those thrilling days which saw the first peopling of 

these fair lands beyond the mountains and seized the 

perfect moment which dest iny offered to our for ebears 

to crea te these United States . 

It has s~emed to me in reading histor y that 

Har r odsburg can lay claim to having been the scene of 

more historical first thing s than any other spot I have 

ever kn~tn. It seems not enough that this delightful 

and hietoric pla ce was the f irst permanent settlement 

well be yond the mountains ; that here were the earliest 

pi oneer homes ; that here came the f irst school teacher 

and the first doctor; that here was the first cour t i n 

the \'/est ; to th~s you must add many other firsts 

t he first corn raised in Kentucky, the f irst pea ch stones 

and apple seeds planted, the f ir st wheat fie l d , tho first 

grist mill and perhaps most important of all, the fir st 

spinning wheel. 
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That is why I am happy that in addition to paying 

tribute to the memory of George Rogers Clark who led h is 

men from here to his grevt invasion and preservation of 

the inland empire to the United States , ycu are also 

honoring the men and women vmo made his expedition possible 

and who followed him with the permanency of home building. 

It has come to be a generally a ccepteci rule of 

civilized nations that mere discovery of new l.r.nds conveys 

no sovereignty; and , indeed, that mere conque st conveys 

but little better title . It is , after all , only the 

peopling of the wilderness which gives perll'Anency i n the 

for m of an ordered society . 

There is a very definite analogy between tho re days 

and ours . Upon the pioneers of these great st~etchao 

of the c entral west \'lere forced new activities because 

of the circumstances of their surroundings . They l'lere 

compelled to hew out a new path - - a path that was 

dependent not on the axe and the rifle alone , but upon 

their ability to gov ern themselves in now ways as well. 
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To most of t he pioneer s the necessities of the new 

life called for efforts and experiments to which they 

had not been accustomed in their earlier years in the 

more ordered civil i zation of the Atlantic Seaboard • 

Survival itse lf demanded i mmediate and new action. 

I have call ed us wh o a re here today "pioneers of 1934. 11 

I mean everyt h ing that the word "pioneer" implie s . 

l'le, too, i n these latter years throughout the length and 

breadth of our land have come to a rea lization of the 

pregnant fact that the a ccustomed ord er of o~ formerly 

e s t ablished lives d oes not suffic e to reeet the perils and 

the probl ems which we a re compelled to r ace . Again , 

mer e sur vival calls for new pioneering on OW" part . 

Some portion of the bl ood of the Colonists and the 

bleed of the pioneer s who wor~od th<:' ir way, through the 

gencratlons , across the mountains and across the plains 

9 nd a gain across the mountains unt il they came to the 

Pacific -- that blood i s pres~nt in very large part in 

the vein s of millions of our people . !.iore than that , 

the example and the sp irit of these earlier Americans 

i s present in the mind and the heart of all our population. 
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The events which we here celebr ate were so vi tal in 

the extensi on of the new nation that it has been thought 

proper for Congress to commmorate them not only in the 

spirit of gratitude but in the cpi rit of emulation as an 

example to guide u.1 in the conques t of new frontiers 

of the s piri t tha t are neither physical nor geographical . 

We are carrying on , \'le shall carry on the purposes 

of these nen and wonen of Harl'odsburg . They were hewing 

out a Commonwealth -- and 1 like that word 11 Comr.1onwenl th . 11 

We , too , are hewint; out a Conunonwealth - - a Conunonwealth 

of the States which we hope wi ll give to its people more 

truly than any tha" has g one before, the fulfillment of 

security, of freedom, of opportunity and of hap pine ss 

which America asks and is entitled to receive . 

* i:· .... .... .... ~ 



SPEECH OF THE PRESIDENT 

HARRODSBURG, KENTUCKY 

November 16, 1934 

Senator Barkley, Governor Laffoon, and, after what your 

Senior Senator has said, I think I can say, "JAy Fellow 

Pioneers" : (Applause) 

We, pioneers of 1934, are come together today to 

honor the pioneers of a century and a half ago . On my 

journey hither I have been r eading once more of those thrill­

ing days which saw the first peopl ing of these fair l ands 

beyond the mountains and seized the perfect moment which 

destiny offered to our forebears to create these United States . 

It has seemed to me in reading history that 

Harrodsburg can lay cla im to having been the scene of more 

historical first things than any (other) spot I have ever 

known, and as you know, I am very much in favo~ of first things. 

It seems not enough that this delightful and historic place 

was the first permanent settlement well beyond the mountains; 

that there were here (were) the earliest pioneer homes ; that 

here came the first school teacher and the first doctor; that 

here was the first court (in) of the West; that seems not 

enough, to this you must add many other firsts -- the first 

corn raised in Kentucky (laughter and applause) , the first 

peach (stones) trees and apple (seeds) ~ pl anted, the 



J'rankl1n n . Rooeevelt Llbl"&ry 

'fhia ia a transcript made by the Jh.\. te 
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first wheat fields , the first grist mill and per haps most 

important of al l , the first spi nning wheel. 

That is why I am happy that in addit i on to paying 

tribute to the memory of George Rogers Cla rk who led his 

men f rom here to his great invasi on and pr eservat i on of the 

inland empire t o the United States, you are also honoring 

the men and women who made his expedition possible and who 

followed him with the permanency of home building. 

It has come to be a generally accepted rule of 

civilized nations that mere discovery of neiV lands conveys 

no sov ereignty; and, indeed, that mere conquest conveys but 

little better title. It is, after all, only the peopling of 

the wilderness which gives per manency in the form of an 

ordered society. 

There is a very definite analogy between these days 

and our days . Upon t he pi oneers of those gr eat stretches 

of the central west were forced new activities because of 

the circumst ances of their surroundings . TheY were compelled 

t o hew out a new path -- a path that was dependent not on the 

axe and the rifle alone , but upon their ability to govern 

themselves i n new ways as well. 

To most of the pioneers the necessities of the new 

life called for eff orts and experiments to which they had not 

b een accustomed in their earlier years in the more ordered 

civilization of the Atlant ic Seaboard . For them, survival 
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itself demanded immediate and new acti on. 

I have called those of us who are here today 

"pioneers of 1934·" And I mean everything that~ word 

"pioneer" implies . We , too, in these latter years throughout 

the length and breadth of our land have come to a realization 

of the pregnant fact that the accustomed order of our formerly 

established lives does not suffice to meet the perils and the 

problems which today we are compelled to face . Again, mere 

survival calls for a new pioneering on our part . (Applause) 

Some portion of the blood of the Colonists and the 

blood of the pioneer s who worked their way, through gener­

ations , a cross the mountains and across the plains and again 

a cross the mountains until they came to the Pacific that 

blood is present in very large part in the veins of millions 

of our people today and, in even greater oart , in the veins 

of those whom I see before me today . More than that , the 

example and the spirit of those earlier Americans is present 

in the mind ~nd the heart of all our population . 

The events (which we here) they celebrate today 

were so vital in the extension of the new nation that it has 

b een thought proper for Congress to commemorate them not 

only in the spirit of gratitude but in the spirit of emulat i on 

as an example to guide us in the conquest of nevi frontiers of 

the spirit , frontiers of the spiri t that are neither PhYSical 

nor geogr aphical . 
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We are carrying on, we shall carry on the pur­

poses of these men and women of Har rodsburg. (Applause) 

They were hewing out a Commonwealth -- and I like that wor d 

"Commonwealth." 

All over this Nation we (too) are hewing out a 

Colll!Donwealth -- a Commonwealth of the States which we hope 

will give to its people mor e truly than any that has gone 

before, the fulfillment of security, of freedom, of oppor­

tunity and of happiness which America asks &nd vmich America 

is entitled to receive . (Prolonged applause) 



A.OO:U:SS B'{ 'J'IIE PRECID!NT 413 
AT HA.:ucrsnu.l::-. ~:mx:KY 

l'ovembor 16, 19:Y. 

Governor Lat't'C'On, ~ friends or h.entucky : 

e , "?ioneer s of 19:."4 , are ccne t oget her todey to honor tha 
uioneers or a century and a half ago. On my journey !lither I ~ve 
been reading onee mre or those thrilllng days . .hich saw the flret 
peoplin!" of tha&e fair le.nda beyond the ntMlnteins nnd seiud th.e 
perfect moment which destiny offered to our f orebears to create thc&e 
United States . 

It hae eeemed to rre in reading hiStory that Harrodsburg can 
lay c laim to hnving been the scene of IOOre hiatorice.l firs t things 
t~n any other spot I hove ever known . It seems not enouc:h tht!.t thia 
delightful end hietoric place was the first pennonent settletmnt well 
beyond the mountains ; t hat here ,·•er e the earliest vtoncer hoMs , that 
here came the firs t school teacher and the first doctor ; tho t here wne 
the first court in the ··e et ; to this you must add mny o tt-.er first s -­
the first corn r a ised in Kentucky , tlle first peoch t.i t ones and apple 
seeds planted , the first w~nt field , the first griet rr.ill and , perhaps 
most important or ell , the first spinning "''beel. 

That is Ylhy I am happy th.:.t in addition to pa)1.0G tribute t o 
the me:oory of George Roger s Clark who led his mn f r om here to hi& great 
i nvesiCin and preservation or the inland Btt;lire to the United States, you 
a r e also honorinc the oen and ranen who made his expedition possible and 
Mlo rollol?Od him ni th the perm.nency of hone buildins. 

It has cano t o be a rer.eral.ly accepted rule of civilized 
nations thllt o:tere d i scovel')• or neu lands conveys no sovereignty ; and , 
1ndee4, tMt mre conquest conveys but little better t itle . It is , 
after all, only tbe J>80pling of the r.ildsmess which gives per!Mnency 
in the fore of an ordered society . 

There is a very eertnite nnalogy between t hose days and ours . 
Upon tt. pioneer s or these grce. t stret ches of the central \;est were 
forced new aetivi tie a becnu3e or the circumstances or t heir surroundings. 
They wore compelled to heu wt e neu pe t h -- a path that was dependen t 
no t on tM nxo erd the rifle a lone , but upon their ability t o govern 
the r.\Selvo s in now ways ae •Jell. 

Te~ mtst of t he pi oneers tte necess ities o r the new life called 
for orforte end el:J>erimont s t o which they had not been accus tomed in 
their enrlier years in the more ordered civilization of the Atlnntic Sea­
board . Survival itself demeM.ad irmnediate nnd neVI action . 

I have celled u s who a.re hero t oday "pioneers o r 1934. " I 
mean e verythine the. t the word "pioneer" implies. ·.e , t o., , i n the se 
latter years throughout the length and breadth or our lend hsve coma te 
a r ealization or the pregne.nt f act tha t the accustomed l)rde r or our 
formerly ost abliehed 11 ves does not suffice t o meet t ho perils ond the 
problema which we aro canpelled to face . Age.in , mere survival cells fnr 
now cioneerinR on our port. 

some portinn or the blood of tbe Col onists end the blood or the 
pioneer s wbo norked thei r way , through the generatinns , ac r oos the 
mountain s end acrose the plains nnd ogein across t h e mountain e until they 
came to the Pacific -- that blood is present in very J.erce pert. in the 
veins or mill i ons or our pe.;:,ol e . Mor e t bnn that , the eX8!!!pl& and the 
spiri t of t haee earlier A.oertcene is pt-esent in t he mind em the heart 
of ell our population. 
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The event s which we hero celebrate were so vital in the ox­
tension of the nM~ nr.tion that it bas been thought proper for Congreu 
t o camnenornte them not only tn the spirit o!' uati tude but in tbe 
spirit or emulation as an exa:nple to guide us 1n the conquest of new 
rronttera or the spirt t tllat ere neit her physical nor geographical. 

\'le ere carrying on, we sl'Bll csrry .,n, the purpo&el!l or these 
men end wcmen of Harrodsburg. They were hewing out a Coumonlleal th -­
ond I like that word. "Co!II!DOnwealtb. " 

We, too, are hewing out a eomi!Kinwealt h - - a CoJ'Dti'IOnl'leal th of 
the States which \Of8 hope will give t o its people more truly than e.ny 
thet hu gone before , the fulfillment of security, of freedom, of 
opportunity and of hopptnens which America asks o.nd is entitled to 
receive , 



STATE ENTS FILE 

GOVERN<I! LAFFOON, MY FRIENDS OF KENTUCKY: 

we , pioneers of 1934, are come together today to 

honor the pioneers of a century and a half ago . On my journey 

hither I have been reading once more of those thrilling days 

which saw the first peopli ng of these fair lands beyond the 

mounta ins and seized the perfect moment which destiny offered 

to our forebear s to create these United States . 

It has seemed to me in reading history that 

Har rodsburg can lay claim to having been the scene of more 

historical first things than any other spot I have ever known. 

It seems not enough that this delightful and historic ~~~~­
was the f irst permanent settlement well beyond the mountains; 

that her e were the earliest pioneer homes, that here came the 

first school teacher and the first Doctor; that here was the 

first Court i n the West; to this you must add many other 

firsts -- the fir at corn raised i n Kentucky, the first 

peach stones and apple seeds planted, the first wheat field , 

the first grist mill and perhaps most imports~ of all, the 

first spinning wheel . 

That i s why I am happy that in addition to paying 

tribute to the memory of George Roger s Clark who led his 
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men ~ here ~ his great preservation of ~ inland empire 

to the United States , you are also honoring the men and women 

who made his expediti on possibl e and who followed him • w1 th 

the permanency of home buildi ng. 

a 
It has come to beAgener ally accepted rule of civi -

liZed nations that mere discovery of new lands convoys no 

sovereignty ; and, indeed, that m~re conquest conveys but little 

better title . It is, after all , only t .he peopling of the 
l)HH~ p ·, .-n ,; .,£.·-... / 1'1 fl. \ ..)......(y,;'"' t•L /. 

wilderness which ~Ca:Pe v~he-Cl&li!" ~. / { ' " 

('-!!.· . ./.; ' 
There is a very definite analogy between those 

days and ours. Upon the pion~ars of these great stretches 
wrrL 4tr.vdic. , 

of the central west ii6 .forced new oca ft ld: ws because of the 

circumstances of their curroundings . The:r were compelled to 

hew out a new peth - a path that was dependent not on the ax 

and the rifle alone , but upon their nl>ility to r:;overn them-

selves 111 new ·uays as well . 

To most of the pio,,eers the necessities of ';lle 

r.ew life called for efforts end experimonto to which they 

had not been nccuston1ed in their ent•l1er years i n the '11( tJ"Lf2-. 

ordered civilizn!;i on of the Atlantic Seaboard . Survival 

itself demanded immediate and new actlon. 
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•( 

I have called us who are here today pioneers of 

1934 . I mean everything that the word "pioneer" i mplies , 

We , too , in these latter years throughou~ the length and 

breadth o~ our land have come to a realization of the 

pregnant fact that the accusto~d 01•der of our formerly 

o"tablished lives does not suffice to meet the perils and 

the problems ;1hich we are cor.:pelled to face . Again, mere 

survival call s for new pioneering on our part . 

),, ..... ;;: ..... 
flil,t,_ of the blood of the Colonists and the Some 

blood of the p i oneers who worked their way , through the 

generations , across the mountains and across tl•e plains 

and again across the mountains until they carr.e to the 

Pacific -- the t blood i s present in very large pa1•t in the 
lw , ... J.c • 1 

veins of millions of antJJii±o~ • More than tr..at, the ex­
l•h~/ I'M ~PI, ... , r 

ample of these earlier Americ&ns is present in the mind 

" arA the heart of all our population. 

~ We are carrying on, we shall carry on .. the 

l..Ji tl c., ... 
~~of these men and women of Harrodsburg . They were 

hewing out a Coll'ttllonwealth - and I like thot wo r k "Conmton-

wealth . 11 

( 
VIe , too, are hewi ng out a Col'll:lenwealth -~ t 

'•" f 1/. \ l!Jit. 
whichfv1e hope will give to its people more truly than 

r 
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any that has gone before, the fulfil~ent of security, of 

freedom, of oppOI'tunity an:! of he.ppinezs which America 

asks and is entitled to receive . 



STATE f~E I'.JTS Fl LE 

Short h w n ·i !Jy :\ann ee 
GOV JUIOR LAFFOO!I, IJY FRL:!llS OF v~.TUCitY: 

1-o, . pioneers of l934, Joro c or>e t ocet her today to 

honor t he pioneers of a c entury • nd a mlf £lO· 

On r:ry journey h ither I hnv bcon r endine once marc of 

those thrill1n{; doys \1h1ch sow tho firs t pcopl1nc of 

those fa1r lands beyond tho :::.ountains nnd seized tho 

per fect corncnt uhich dontiny offered to our forebears 

to create t hane united States . 

It hns s o. ed to ~e 1n rendtnc !'> story thnt 

llo r r odsburc can loy cln1m t o mv1n.., l.Jeon the scene of 

1:1ore historical f 1rst thine s thnn nny 9""-' spct I hnvo 
"">./ V" I-, \ d "-"' -

over kna.7n . 1\ It oe"ms nilt enouch t.hnt this del ,htful 

nnd hiotoric pl• co nos tho f irst pc~nont octtlerncnt 

11011 l'C ond tho mountnino; thot~hU"o =e- tho orlioot 

pioneer homos; t hat hero como tho firot school teacher 

nnd the "irst doctor; that hero was tho f irot cou !. 4;n1 
\ ...... ~ 

tho ' sst; , to this you must odd oony oth r firsts 

tho f1rst ( ~ stmes· ~ corn roiood in Kentucky, h e first peach 

snd opp lD\ aaedn planted , the first \1hent field', t h firot 

cr1st m1 1 nnd perhaps cost icpor tnnt or ell, tho firs t 

s pi nninc rzhool. 
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'i'h8 t io "'"Y I om happy that in odd1t on to poy1n{l 

tribute t o tho memory of Ooorce RO(;ero Clark vtlo lecl his 

n on rrom hero to h1 o ere t 1nvnsion nnd preoervotion or 

the inlmxl et·p1rs to t h e trn1tecl States , u or o oleo 

honorinG t ho men ond <Jomen 1'410 r..ode h1 o expediti on pono i r le 

nnd •·lbo r oll017od h1m 1'11 th t he permanency of hore bu1ld1nc. 

It hDs ca!lo t o be a GCncrnlly ncccrt ou rule or 

c1v111zod notions t h ot ::-.ere d is•·overy or n el'l l nds conveys 

no ooveroicnty: ond, indeed, tha t m<r c conqu at conveys 

but l it t l e bett r t i tl e . It is , orter ol l , onl y the 

peopliD6 of the wll d ernoss which c;i v . o poro~noncy in the 

form of en ordered socie t y . 

• '"hero is r very uef 1ni te enology b t ween tho oe days 

ond our•, '/". up(,n the pioneoro of •hOse croot otretchos 

of tho control I'Joot were r or ood r.ow nct1v1t1os bocouoo 

of t ho circumotonccs of t heir our r ound1n{le . 7hey wer e 

compollod to hew out e new poth - - o poth that \'JDD 

dependent not on the axe o d the rifle alone, but upon 

t h eir ab i lity to ~overn thems olvos •n now woyo no well. 
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To ~at f tb pio cora tho ncc ooa1tioo of the new 

lifo called tor efforts and exporimenta to tlhicb they 

hod not l.oon occuntomed 1n their earl ier yo ro 1n the 

more ordered e i v1l1zat1cn of tho Atlont1c Sea boa rd• 

~urvivol 1ts~lf deranded imnodiote and new oct 1on. 
t ' 

I hnvo called us ur o ere h.re today "pione roof 1934 . " 
( 

I ~:~oan vorythin,:: t hat 4.he word "pioneer" i~:~plic a . 

•o, too, i n t hose l att er years throu bout t ho lena th and 

br adth of our lond have oo~:~o to a rosl1zot1on or tho 

pregnant foct that tho accustoned order ot our f ormerly 

oa •ablihhod lives d ooo ot sutric to roo• the norils ond 

tho wobloms ''tlich( 'e oro c01:1oollod to r oco. Aao 1n, 

more s· .rv1val ca l la or new p i on· erinc; en our port.~ 

Some por tion ot the blood or •ho Colonists ond tho 

blood or •.he pioneers "ho worked th i r •·my , through ~ 

t;en ro ions , s erosa the mounta ins nnd across tho pls1no 

and s coin ocrooo the mO>> toin o un 11 they cace to t he 

~oc1fic -- thot blood i o pr os nt in very lor o part 1n 
,- " .J".._, "' l· \ 

the ve1no of c 1ll1ons of our ooople1 ~ !lore than thst, 
7 

the exocple and tho spirit of t h ose oorller ADer1cona 

is preoont in the J:tind and • h e h oort of all'our pouulot1on. 



Tho oventa ~e-her&\celebrot"lwere so vital in 

tho ext ·no1m of tre now notion thnt it hod boon thourJlt 

proper for CtnGroao to canm~oroto t hem net only 1n the 

opirit of crotitude but in the opirit of e~letion aa an 

example t o euide un 1n t ho conqueo• of no11 f rontiers 
?'"' 

of the np1ri~~thnt or e neither phyoicol nor geographical. 

• r.o ore carrying on, I'IO shllll corry on tho !llrpoaoo 

of thoao en and 170l00n of Uar ·odobur~; .'-'- They \7oro ha<~ins 

out o C<Xlr.'onwcolth - - and l 11ko tha t 17o-d "Col.n<rmonlth. " 

l... v 
, l'·e,~ oro ho171n · out a Cocoonwealth - - a Cor:l%llormeolth 

ot tho :.tot s which \?o hope will c1ve to its peo le more 

t ruly than ney tho hll a aone before, 1-he fnlfillnont of 

nocurity , of freodoc, of op·orturity and r hoppin so 
tr 

<hllch 1\oorico ockn and }o ont1tle l to rec ·ive. 

****** 
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