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LJFORI.IAL EXTEMPORnNEOUS REMARK3 OF THE PRESIDENT 
ON 'IHE OCCASI ON OF HIS VISIT TO BIRMINGHAM, ALABAUA , 

EN ROtrrE TO WARM SPRINGS , GEORGIA 

November 18, 1934 - 2.00 P. M. 

My visit t hrough the Tennessee Valley region would 

be incompl ete without a stop here, brief as the visit ~ust be 

on thi s trip . I remember with greatest pleasure the last time 

I was her e , near ly f our years ago, when as President -elect I 

had a cquired some first-hand information of the problems of 

Tennessee and of northern Alabama . 

I spea~ of Bi rmingham as being in the Tennessee region 

because, whlle I appreciate that you are located south of the 

Tennessee watershed , still there are a gre&t many economic and 

soci al r elationships between this City and the great territory 

which l i es north of you. 

I .utow something of the m&ny difficulties undEr \".hich 

you have been labori ng in recent ye~rs . I well understand the 

problem, for exhffiple, of the heavy industries , such as iron, 

s t eel and coal -- indQstries on which you so l~rgely depend . 

I can assure you that t hey are natter s of the l{eenest concern 

to the whole Administ r ation. 

The grent pr ogr am of Public Vlorl{s , which you knov: 

something about, which is in full swing, calls for vast quan

titi es of t he i r on ana steel and other capital goods this area 

pr oduces . That pr ogram is going to help Birmingham and the 

surrounding territory. 
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Definite improvement h~s made its appearance , ~s 

you .rnow, in the coal indJstry. The success of the LR . A. 

coal code appears not only in the more orderly mining of coal 

but also in something that lies very close to my heart, steady 

emplo~nent and bigger pay envelopes for the thousanas of miners 

11ho v.ere in sore strvits befot·e the Government acted. 

But , of course, for you who live in the economic area 

of which this is the southern end, the Tennessee Valley Authority 

must continue to receive ;our growing int rest ~s it receives 

the grov•i•1g interest und oppron.l of so macy other communities . 

The whole project CHn succeed fully only F it h&s the l';hole

he>rted support and cooperation of the people here , and it is 

getting that support. I particulb.rly bespeak of the people of 

Birmingham aa active cooperr.tion vlth the 'l'ennessee V&lley 

.Authority r.nd I know that you will give it . 

You knov. , I am alv.·ays fr&nk , and I am aware , of course, 

that a few, just a few , of your citizenry ere leaving no stone 

unturned to block, to harrcss and to delay this great national 

pr ogram. am confident, hoT/ever , that these obstructionists, 

f ew in number as I hav e said , f ew in compar ison with the whol e 

population, do not reflect the views of the overwhel ming majorit y 

of t he people of Bir mingham or the neighboring cit ies . I know, 

too, that the overwhelming maj or i t y of your busin essmen, bi g and 

little are in hearty accor d with the great undertaking of 
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regio!Ull phnning now being carried forward. They stand and 

you stand shoulder to shoulder with T .V.A . --you stand eager 

to carry forward the development of this region in which 

Birmingham plays so important a part . 

It is good to be with you again, I am glad to have 

t his splendid reception and I am looking forward to coming 

back here at a time when I hope I can spend the whole day. 



STHKlGRAF'IiiC REPORT OF TiiE 
EX'I'Fl!PO!WmXJS JJIDRESS OF 
'n:E PRESIDDll' , TUPELO, JJISS. , 
rmvniBER 18, 1934 . 

Sonator Harrison, Governor Connor, l:r. i.:ayor , ey friend:~: 

I would not cake a speech to you todey because wo &.."'6 osaenbltJd en this 
glorious SUnde y norning more as neighbors the n os o.nything olso. 

I hevo hcd e ..,, ry wonderful three dnys end everywhere that I ho.vo gone , 
the good people hcvo eoDO es neighbors to t nlk w1. th 1:10, end they heve not 
oOI:'.o by the thousonda -- thOy ho"~"a come lite r clly by the ne r es. 

This is tho first tin.:. in rn;y life throt I he.ve hod tho pri vilORO or 
seeing thio section or the Stnto of' Mississippi. Lieny, many yonrs ego , 
l'lhen Pet Harrison and I ~10re el.oost boys, I p;o t ecquointed with his 
stemp1n6 ground down on tho Gulf . To{ley I en especially glad t o come into 
the northern port or tho State, 

'1\'fO years ago, in 1932 , during the c81:1J)oign , and again in January , 
19~3, I came through Kentucky -- throuGh the Tennessee Vslloy -- and what 
I ssYJ on those trips -- whet I snw or human bei ngs , mede the tears cor.!e 
to my eyes. The gnJot outotanding thin6 to ~ ror these past three days 
has been tho change in the looks on people' s faces . It has not been only 
& physict!.l thing, It has not been the contrast betwefln tJhet r.e.s sctuelly 
a scnrcity or rsimont two years ago or e. lack of food two yoe rs ago -
the contrast bett.oeen that a.nd better clothing and core rood todl'y -- but 
it is s souothing in people ' s races and I think you understand nhe.t I 
oenn. There wt~sn • t ruch hope in those doys , People were wondering 
YJhPt vrs going to ca:e to this country. And yet todc~ I see not only 
hopu but I see doteminntion - - knor.ledge thct ell is well with the 
country nnd t~illt we r.re coning be.ck. 

1 suppose throt you good people knor. e. grert dccl more or the errorts 
thf't we hM'e been r:onkins in regerd to the work or the Tennessee Ve.lley 
Authority than I do becnuso you hnve soon its ei)plict>tion in your om 
counties end yoW" own tOl'ms end your otm hOtlos nnd, U-.crerore , it Y/111 
bo like cnrrying conls to 1-!awcnstle tor ~ to tell you about whnt hns 
b~en done. 

But porhco.ps in referring to 1 t I ct'.n use you ns c t ext -- e. text 
thrt tltl.Y be useful towny other pnrts or tho l'i"tion , because peopl e ' s 
eyes nro upon you ond bocr.uao \1ht>t you ero doing hero 115 soing to be 
copied in ovary s tr.tc. of the Union before 'I"C eot throu~,h . 

We rocognhu thd thoro \!Ji ll bo f':. certcin runom:t of -- nhP.t ah~ll 
I soy? - - rugged opposition to this developoont , but I think wo r ecog
nize c l ao thet tho opposition is tnding as the weeks l"nd the months so 
by 1 fp,ding in tho lig ht Of pri".Ct i CE'.l experience, 

I cito cortroin figures for tho benefit or the gcntl ecen or tho 
press , who have co100 hither from n:any elit:tes. I ee told that from 
March or this year, tlhen you started usi ng TVA power, the con&UT.l:Ption 
or potmr for residential purposes has rison from 41,000 kilowatts to 
89 ,000 kilowette -- an increese or 12~. I understand that tron the 
financial point or view, ln spite of various feiry tales that hne been 
spread in other psrts or the country, your pot;er systec is still paying 
taxes to the m.micipali ty, Thnt is north remet:lbering. FurtherDOre, 
thetas e wholo it is a reNrkeble business success. 
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I tr:lk ebout those fignr.ls rt rst boccuse 1 t hr.11 boon so of ten 
wrormlY nlloged thC't thh ynrdstick uhi ch vto l"l'O us i ng could not be 
rpplifld to pr ivnto buet naaeoo becC'uoo c government yrrdst i ck rocoi ves 
so mcmy :rnvors ; ttwt 1t ia lot off fror.l pr.yt ns thU 1\nd po.y t ne t hrt end 
pryill(> the other thing. Y:oll, "e r.ro provinG in thii!J T&nnoasoo Vr- lley 
t hrt by using good buaiMea r:10thods vre co.n i nntruct o good Cl'--l\Y bustnoss 
men in tho country. 

And t horo 13 e.nother side of 1 t . I hr.vo forgotten tho •JXect figures 
e.nd. I ccn' t find thea in this voluminous ropo:.-t et th14 momont , but tho 
nu..""Dcr of nc:w rofrtgorntortJ thnt hc.vo bc.cn put in - - thr t mocns !l(le(othing 
bosid(..S just plein dollnrs t.nd ctmts. Thrt I!K.;cnO a greet er hw:mn bcppi
noss. Electric cookotoves nnd all the other dozens or th11'16S which, 
Ylhor. I vms in t ho t~nvy, wo usod to Cl'..ll "ccdgats" -- wo C.rl:) MLlking it 
possible:- , nll or us workin~ tog<lthor , to ir:!provc humnn life. through the 
intr oduction of things tht't oron' t ospocir.lly nt:w so rr.r ns invent ion is 
concurnud, but things whi ch oro bucoroi~ r.wro rnd 1t10rt:1 nooossitics i n 
our Ar1oricr.n lifo in ovory pl'!rt of tho country , 

/.nd I hrvo bean intcrut>tod this morning in O£~C:.ing thc.so nElw hoce
stonds -- not just tho huilcUngs, not just tho lr.nd thr.t thay nrc on , 
not just tho oxcollont ll'.ndsc'lpi n.g or tho troos r.nong vthich those.. hor:c.s 
hnvo betJn sot, but oapocir.lly tho oyportuni tit..s tht>t those hor;os r.ro 
giving to fru:dlioe to ic:pro•o tho str.ndc.rd o:r li,.ing • 

.AJ:d finclly , ey friunds, thoro is onu thing l'bOUt r.ll thPt you 
cro doing htlrc in Tupolo , thr.t t!loy e;re doing in Corinth, thC't they 
nro doing in Athans tmd Norris end the vnrious other plncos Ylhero 
cccomplishmcnt eM br.; soon today - - e.yo, the cost i mportant thing or 
nll I think is thrt it is baing dono by tho collmlni tios thc.mscl vos . 
This is not coning froo Wr.llhiDBton - - it is coming from you. You er£ 
not baing Fodcrc.lizod. t"'e ottll bolicvt.. i n tho COI!II'I.mity; r.nd thina:s 
nro 15oina t o ~dycnco in thi s country exr.ctly in proporti on to tho 
conmuni ty of'fort. This ie not r og1r.11mt ct1on - - it ia Cot:DJ.I11 ty rugpod 
1nc!ividurl1sm. It mof'.n3 no longer tho kind or rugsod. individUI'lism 
tht:t r llows en i ndivi dunl to (lo this, thnt or tho othor thinR thrt will 
hurt his neighbors. Ho is :rorbid!!on to do th-"t rro::~ nou oc -- l'.Dd it 
is e. t'ligh.ty good thing, !rut ho is goill( to be. oncouregod in t.."~:"ory lrno•~ 

.,y fra::t tho N~tior.l"l CC'pitol r.nd the. str.tc ccpitol r.nd the county sePt 
to usa his ind1vidurl1so i n cooporrtion TTith his neighbor• a ir:.dividut:lis::~ 

ao thrt he r:nd hiS neighbors nr>Y imyro .. o their lot in lifu, 

Yos , I M.vo bt.on thrilled by tbc.so thrt.c drys - - thrill~d in tho 
kno'l':ledgo not only of j)rc.oticrl nccocplishr.lent but thrillod elsa i n the. 
btJliof - - tht. dC.OJ'I-soc t od boliuf on r.JY prrt thrt the people or thi s 
Nt•tio, undorst rnd Vlhrt we. ~rc try1nc to do , nro cooporrtine; with wh,.t 
wo arc t r y i ng to do f'.nd hr .. o 1':\r.do up t he i r minds thnt we nr~;r e;oir..g t o 
do it. 

/.mi so , i n .Gf'yibe: "Goodbye" to you for a short time -- because I 
tm coniru; beck -- I ask ell o:r you , throughout the length and breadth 
o:r tho TennessGe Valley end thOISG arees r.hich rom en econocd c por tion 
or thnt ''alley -- I asl:: you all to ret:lel:lber thet the responaibiU ty for 
success lies Tery larsely with you -- tht:t the eyes or the nation are 
upon you end thct I, ror one, nm confi dent thtlt you ere gain~ to give 
to the Uetion an exBI:lPle which will be e benofi t not only to yourselves 
but to the flhole one hundred tmd thirty tllllions or Ar.wri cnns in ever y 
po.rt or the l and, 



ADORP.SS OJ- 1rlE htESlDEioT 
AT DIIU.IHO![&.., Al.AB.ti.A, 
hOVD.:.B~ 18, 19M . 

Ky visll ~hrough the iennessee Valley re~ion wouH bfl 
incooplete without a stop in 1Jir!Din£,ht:: , br ief u that visit 
aust be at. this time. 1 remenbor 'Aith great plet.!lure another 
vhit, neces ... rily brief, in JII..Duary, 1933, YOhen as f'realdent• 
elect I had acquired tome first•har!d knowledge of t.he problems 
of T~::nnosaoe and of northern Alab!OJ"~. 

I sp~ul.: or oirtangha.-.: .... s ~ ·int in the TenneSue r egion 
because, while I app•·eeic.t.o u .... ~ :,·ou an located south or t.he 
Ter.nefiSPt! water shed, there a.r,.. lr.llllJ rconomic o.n:l social relation· 
ships botwcen this City and tho g r u'lt. t <..rrl t ory which liar, north 
of ~ou. 

I k:n()w :~omothing a l so of' the many difliu\.l~ios un de r 
which y<:~u i'l&.vo been laboring, in recent yea.r s. I well understo.nd 
tho problem of tho heavy industries, s uch as i ron, steel e.n.d 
coal •• 1.nf'!u:Jt.ri cul upon which you so lar gely depend. They are 
ma~~ort. ol t.!•O k<!.t:cst concern to the whole Admi!'!htretion . 

The r,re~.ot ('l'"O &r .rn of Public Works no·.-• in full tiWiOi 
calls for vast quantitie~ of the l~or: ar.d stef" l und other capit:al 
,oods which this area prod\:.cas. 

Oollini&e improvement has already made its appearance 
u it has in the co•l industry. The success of the N.R. A. coal 
code appears not only in the tlO~e o~derly mining of coc.l but 
alao in the more steady eu:pl()yrie:Jt and the bigter pay envelopes 
of the thous..nds of miners •r.o were in :;ore ~tn.l[.hts before 
the gov'l rnm"lnt act .. d. 

•·Jt;, 01 (UI".>~. tor :W\.: wf.o liv._ i:1 the <"~conor~~o .. nr~ta 
of the Tennessee Valle)', tho Tennessee Valley Authurh:; J1Ul.lt: 

continue to receive your 'rO".'I'il~t interest as it recci\'eS the 
r rowint, interest und approvtd of so ::any otner oor:;munities. The 
wr.oh. r;-oject. c&n 5Uccced fully only- H it has the wholehearted 
supFort. IU.d cooperation of the peoylt- ol t:he o.r;:o'l.. I partlc•llar• 
ly bespeak 01 t.i;t. people of Bir lllint:.,l-1; .. ! a.r. ~o.cti-.1.1 ~uopf'rliltion 
wh:h the Tenneosut Valley Authority. 

1 W!l ~o~..U.!'"'l, .:r coursP. , th~>.t a few of you r cithenr y 
a rc l eo.viHt:: uo .t':.on~ un~urned to b lock o.nd harass and to delay 
this t:r uat natioual progrwn. I ar.1 confident, however, that 
these obstructionists, few in number in c0~1parison with the 
whole J)O( ule.~lon , do not refloct the vi~;ows of the ovorwhelminr, 
majodt.y of the people of Bil·.nins,hwn or the othe1' cities where 
they r csidtlo l know, too, tt.~.ot the overwhelming rnajority of 
your busines()mon , big e.nd lit&le, a r o i n hear ty accord with t he 
s reat undcrta~ing of re{~tor.ll'.l pb.nn i nc; now beir..; ca•Tiod f on.·e.rd. 
in(,y ot.d yor. t.to.nd shnvlLer ~o Jho;.~lc.er -,;H,.h T . V.A. • ea&er to 
o~~orr;.r lorl<o.rd llw Jo.vdopr.tn.~ cf tnis r egion in which Binninghc.m 
plo.ys so in:port.aut. a. ( urt . 

l't is good to be 71ith you at:,ain and I am lookin£ for · 
'lard to a happy fo.,. weekfl in ray other homo i n the Southland . 



P:R R~LP.Aim ~"Ju DHLIV£:.;y ~ H. n Uolntyre 
/un!.!ltant ~eoretn.::•·· t.o tto Prcnidor.t . 

T..:<.T OF 'llH::O PRESLn3fll' IS ADDRi~$3 
Diti!~IllGHI.H, A!.A ., !lov~mber 18, 1934:. 

Uy v1ait thl"ough the 'i'onnessee Valley region \'1-;>uld be incor:t
pleta without 8 atop jn Birmi nghnm, brief 88 thut "/hit must Oa 
at thl:: time . I remember with great pleasurtJ another visit, 
r.eceoserily brivf, in January, 19:3, when na President- elect I 
had acQ.uirocl 3one f1r3t - hand knol'l'ledgc of "-he proble::1e i"f 
Tenne3 see nnd of r.orthcr n Alabamo . 

I speak of !l1rm1ngho.m as be-in.;_- in the Tenne:snoo region be
o&uso , while I appreciate the.t :.,ou o:.-e located south of' the 

· Tennos~eo watershed, there ere l.iflny eco!"lOlnic and :~ocial relotion
ships bet ween thin Cit;- aru.l tha g r ea t territory ,.,.l~ ich lioa north 
of you. 

I know oon:ething Bloo of ':hd rrany difficulties under which 
you ht.lve Ooon !ot>or1143 in reo~nt years, I well 'Unde1•st and the 
:>roblenl of' t.ne heavy l.ndU3t:r i es, such a .s ir on, steel and ooa.l - 
ir.O.uotries upon which you 30 largely dE:pcnd . They are matters 
of tho keenest cor.ccrn tc t ile whole Adr.inj atration . 

The great prCigr·en of Putlic \''orks no\·; in full :~wing calls far 
va.st quantities of the iron and ~teal and other capitol goods 
which this area produce:) , 

Defi"lite iq:;rovem(;nt hn!\ already made its e.p:penronee 03 it 
has in the cool indust1•y. The nucce:)3 of the N . R.A . noal code 
appears not only 1n the mO!"e orderly cining ot .,oal but al.:~o in 
the more 3teady employment and the bi{;Ser pay envelopes of the 
thou3onds of miT. era Mlo were in sore strai(;ht a before the gove:-n
ment acted . 

But , of course , ror you who live in t.he economic areA of the 
Tennea3ec Valley, the Ter..ne3~oe Valley Authority must continue to 
receive 'JOUr gl'OYiiflti in';er~st as 1.t receiv~;; th<: gro\'1ing intero3t 
3nd upproval of so mar.y other cormnunitlie:;:. The whole project can 
:,uceeed fully only if 1t ha • the wholehearted support and coopera
tion of the peo;>le of the erca. I r.erticulerly bespeak of the 
pttople of Birm1ncho:n an active cCtcperat1on with the Tenneosee 
Valley Authority. 

I em awaro , of course, th:lt a few of your citizonry are lea Y
ing no atone unturnad to block and hll rre.3 3 nnd to delay this i reat 
natiMOl progrnm. I tim 6onfidcnt , however, thot these obotruc
tionht a , few in number in c ompt. r!.3on with the whole population, 
do not r efl ect the view" of the ovt:r\1hellning m:t jority of the 
people of Birmil'l8haln or tho other chi es where they reside. I 
know, too , that tho overwhelJnir.g majority of your busineaomen, 
big and littl:e , are in hear ty accor d with the gl'e:lt undertoking 
of r~g1onal plor.ning novt bcin'i carried forwa r d . They ond you 
&tand ; boulder to ohouldor nth T. v . ;, . - eager to corry forwe.rtt 
tho development. of thi3 region in \t!-oich Birui.J'I.gi".um pl:tys so 
important e t)ftrt . 

It is ' ood to be -.11th you ngoin un:i I arn lool:ing forward to 
happy tow 'J IIcks 1n my other home in th<> Southland. 

- End -
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Uy visit through the Tennessee Valley region 

would be incomplete without a stop in Birmingham, brief as 

that visit must be at this time. I remember with great 

pleasure another visit, necessarily brief, in January, 1933, 

when as President- elect I had acquired some first-hand 

knowledge of the problems of Tennessee and of northern 

Alabama. 

I speak of Birmingham as being in the 

Tennessee region because, while I appreciate that you are 

located south of the Tennessee watershed, there are many 

economic and social relationships between this City and 

the great territory which lias north of you. 

I know something also of the many difficulties 

under which you have been laboring in recent years. I well 

understand the pr oblem of the heavy industries, such as iron, 



steel and coal -- industries upon which you so largely depend. 

They are matters of the keenest concern to the whole Adminia-

tration. 

The great program of Public Works now in full swing 

calls for vast quantities of the iron and steel and other 

capital goods whi ch t his area produces. 

Definite improvement has already made its appearance 

as it has in the coal industry. The success of the N. R. A. 

coal oods appears not only in the more 

but also in the more steady employment 

orderly miniOB of 

and~ger pay 

coal 

envelopeaof the thousands of miners who were in sore straights 

before the Government aoted. 

But, of course, for you who live in t he economic 

area of the Tennessee Valley, the Tennessee Valley Authority 

must oontinue to receive your gDowing interest as it reoeives 

the growing interest and approval of so many other communities. 



f' 
The whole project can suooeed~&nfy if it has the wholehearted 

~ 

support and cooperation of the people of the area. I par-

ticularly bespeak of the people of Birmingham an active 

cooperation with the Tennessee Valley Authority. 

I am aware, of course, that a few of your 

citizenry are leaving no stone unturned to block and harrass 

and to delay this great national program. I am confident , 

however, that these obstructionists , few in number in com-

parison with the whole population, do not reflect the views 

of the over whelming majority of the people of Birmi ngham or 

the other cities where they reaide. I know, too, that the 

overwhelming majority of your businessmen, big and little, 

are i n hearty accord with the great undertaking of regional 

planning now being carried for ward. They and you st and 

shoulder to shoulder with T. V. A. -- eager t o carry forward 

the development of this r egi on in which Bin•ingham plays so 



important a part . 

It is good to be with you again and I am looking 

for ward t o a happy few weeks i n my other home i n the Southland. 
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