
Franklin D. Roosevelt- "The Great Communicator" 

The Master Speech Files, 1898, 1910-1945 

Series 2: "You have nothing to fear but fear itself:" FDR 
and the New Deal 

File No. 760 

1935 January 16 

Message to the Senate in re World Court 



fll E 

TO T!C Sl:lM.TE: 

Tho oovOl!IOnt 'tO nn!tc intcmationnl justice prnctico.blo 

and aorviet'JOblo is not subject to !)flrtisan considor ntions. For yanrs, 

Ropublica.n and Dcoocratic o.dr.:1nistra.t1ons o.nd po.rty plAttorr.te alike 

ho.vo advocated a court of justice to \7hich nctions L'rleht voluntarily 

brina their disputes for judicial decision . 

To givo concreto roalizo.tion to t his obviously sounl! o.nd 

thoroughly J\1:\orico.n policy, I hope that at an osrly do.to tho Sonnto 

u1ll advise c.nd conacnt to the a.dhcrcnco by tho United States to tho 

Protocol of Signature or tho Sta.tuto or tho Permanent Court of Inter­

national 1ustioo, dated Doco:.:bor 16, 1920, tho Protocol for tho 

Rovieion or tho Statut o ot tho Poroo.ncnt Court or Intcrnatiolltll J'"uatice, 

do.tcd Soptoobor 14 . 1929. and tho Protocol for tho J..ccosaion or tho 

United States or Aoerieo. to tho Protocol or Signature or tho Statuto or 

tho Pernnnont Court or Interns.t!onnl J'ustieo, doted SOptonbor 141 Hl29 1 

all or rthich 11oro sub::littcd to tho Sono.tc , Docenber 10 , 1930. 

I \U'go thnt tho Sonato• s consent bo given in such torn as not 

to dofoat or to dolo.y tho objective of adherence. 

Tho Sover eignty of tho United States uill bo in no way 

d i mir.iahOd or joopOJ.•dizod by auch action. At this period in int er-

notional r elat ionshipn , uhon every net is or r.10nont to tho futuro or 

;rorld f)(laco , tho Unit()(!. Stat eD haa a n opportun.ity once moro to t hrou 

ita •oight into tho scnlo in t3vor or pC3CO. 

T'riE mnT3 }i)lJSZ • . 

1anunry 16, 193~. 

FR.:Jl!.U:U D. HOOO ... VELT 



ron n •• 1n:.co J'!mUO.ry lG , 103~ . J 
~-~=.P.r. -- !!t!.p_ !9.!t 1t:~ 

COU7Iml1l'IA.L: To to hold 1" conttdonco c.nd no portion, syno~oio, 

~~n to bo ~ublil!hcd or given out u:ttil ito R::t.DI!:G hc.a 
b egun in tho Soncto. r::.:trc.'XI e."lro QU.St bo o:::orcisod ~d 
pro..~turo publ1C..lt1on. 

~H.::::'B..RLY 

.UJaictant Sccrct:::.ry to tho Prcaidont 

I 

I . ,.; .. _ .... 
TO TJC s::llA~: 

Tho novcmont to no.!~c i::ttcmotional justice practtcoblo 

and sorviconblo io not cubjoct to l)llrtisan considoratione. For yoa.rs , 

Ropublico.n and Doo.ocr.:ltic od.~nistrut ions nnd pnrty :plottartJD nliko 

ho.vo advoc.:ltod o. court or juatico to ~Thich nat ions tdght volwttarily 

brins their dia!)Ut::tll tor judicial dcc1sio!1 , 

To e:ivo eoncrf'to roali::.ation to this obviously sound Md 

thoroughly Anorico.n policy, I hopo that at an oarl y dato tho SOllilto 

t:ill adviso ::md eonacnt to tho ad!torcnco by tho tinitod states to tho 

Protocol of Signe.tu.rc of tho Statut o ot the Porcnnont Court of I ntor-

nat1onal1ust1co, d::~.tod Dcecubcr lG , 1920, tho Protocol ror tho 

Revision or tho statuto or tho PonJC.ncnt Court or International J'usttco , 

d.ltOd Soptoobor 14, 192<.:, Ond t'tc Protocol f'or tho Accession ot tho 

United t.to.tes or Ancrica to tho Protocol at Signature ot tho Statuto or 

tho Perr...a.nont Court of International Justice, dntod Sc!7icr:tbor 14, 1029 1 

all or rrhieh 170ro tJubtli tted to tho senate , Docarabor 10, 1930. 

I urge thc.t tho Seno.to • s conson.t be t;iven in 3\\Ch torr.1 as not 

to defeat or to delay tho objective or adher ence. 

Tho Sovoroisnty or tho United states uill be i n no woy 

d1c1Taiahod or joo:pard1:z.cd by such o.ction. At this period in inter-

no.tienal rolntionshipn, ·,:hen over!.' act is or norJent to tho futuro or 

rrorld peace, tho United ~tatoo has an op)ortun1ty once nero to thrOv 

its troight into tho scnlo in favor of peace , 

FR.llC.UH D. ROOfL'VZLT 

J'onunry lG , 1935. 



&.?__; c' ;, 

~k- / l~.u ~ tC -----



.'0 1 _... ..,_:J.'f.:. : 

cable a.nd .. rvicea.ble 11 not subject to partislll1 cons i der-

atlou . For yeara , Hepubl1ca.n and Democratic awrdnlatratlor.o~ 
Pw..J L,.,r-...t ,u. r~o..--1"' .,..,.,. elike ha{e adyocoted a court or ju.stice to whi ch natio~ght 

YoluntarUy hrins thoir dhputes ror Judicial decision. To give 

concrete realh.ation 'to this ohvioualy sound and thorough).)' 

American policy, I ,~~, f:it\:1. ';!;6 tiut.t at an early data the 
fV1ll 

.. enate adYiae and conl!lent t o tha adherence by the U'ni ted St atee 
A 

to the Protocol or 31gneture or the Statute or the Permanent 

Court o~ international JUl!ltlce , dated Decelfber 16 , l'il20 1 the 

..-roto-:ol ror the .:e"fislon or tho Statute o~ t!\e Permanent Court 

of' lntorna~ianal Juatlco , dued Septec;.ber 14 , 1929 1 and tha Protocol 

tor tho .t.cceasion or tho United States or :.merice to the Protocol 

or !Jlp:natura or t·.e .3tetute or the Permanent Court or International 

Justice, 1ate' .;,;epta!Uler 14 1 1929 , all or which were aubmitted to 

tt.e :Jenate , Cecet:lber 10, 19JO. 

1 urea t:tat t:~e Senate • a consent be given in auch t'orm 

as not to defeat or to delay the objective or adherenc e . 

Tho Sourei gnty or tno United Statu wUl be i n no way 

dimini&hitd or jeopardized by auch action. At tbie period in inter-

natlono.l rolat lonshipa , when evttry act hi or moment to the future 

or world peace, tho Uniud S tates baa an opportunit)' once mort to 

throw ita weight into the acalo in favor o r poaae. 

'Ill:! WHITi!: HOUSE, 

1anu.ary ,lQ~. 



DRAI"l' IIE SSAGE 0!1 IIORLD COURT 

The movement to make internati onal just ice practi cabl e 

and serviceabl e is not subject to partisan consi derations. 

For years, Republican and De mocratic &dlDiniatr ationa a like 

have advocated a court of j ustice to which nations might 

vol untarily bring their disput es for judici al decision. To 

g ive concrete real izati on to this obviously sound and 

t hor oughly An:erican pol icy , I strongl y urge that at an early 

tlate the Senate a dvise a nd consent to the adher e nce by the 

United States to the Protocol of Signature of the Statute 

of the Permanent Court of International Justice , dated De-

cember 15 , 1920 1 the Protocol for the Revision of the statute 

of the Permanent Court of Int ernational J ustice, dated 

September 14 , 1929 , and the Protocol for the Accession ot 

the United states of Ameri ca to the Protocol of Signature ot 

the Statute ot the Permanent Court of I nter national Justice , 

dated Septeroer 14, 1929 , a l l of which were submitted to t he 

Senate , December 10, 1930. 

I el so ·~···¥ w:s• cB2be ""SEiB be'o ........ h" """'"" 

~m 111 o\ to &efnt; •• Ml:a~"'" •llti a~••,..• · 



I urge that the Senate ' s consent be given in such 

for m a s not to defeat or to delay the objective of 

adherence . 

The soverei gnty of the United States will be in 

no way ·diminished or jeopardized by such action. 

At this period i n international relationshi ps, when 

every act is of moment to the future of world peace , 

the United States has a n opportunity once more to 

throw its weight into the scale ln favor of" peace . 
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