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January 17, 1935. 

l.!Y FRIENDS AND ASSOCIATES OF THE HOLLAND SOCIETY OF NEfl YORK: 

Preoidential plans for futurP engagements are, 

I find, to my sorrow, more susceptible to change than the 

plane or any private citizen. I had counted for many months 

on being with all of you tonight on the occasion of the 

Fiftieth Anniversary of the Holland Society. At least 1 take 

some comfort in the _faot that it required a reception in the 

( 
1• ,,, n, .. ., ~er . .memhere- ot' the Jud1.C>iary 

\Vhite House to the Supreme Court~o! the United States to keep 

me away from your dinner. 

I need not tell you of my long interest in and 

association with the Holland Society. I feel a just pride 

in what the Society has stood for as the exponent and recorder 

of the great contribution made, through three hundred yeare, 

by men and women of Netherland descent in the building of the 

United States . 

OUr early forebears brought from the Netherlands 

a quality of endurance against great odds -- a quality of 

quiet determination to conquer obstacles of nature and 

obstacles of man. That ie why for many years I have been 

eo deeply intere sted in the preservation of the records and 

monuments left 1n New York City and the Hudson River Valley 

by the DUtch pioneers. The influence of New Netherland on the 

whole Coloni al period of our history, which culminated in the 

War for Independence, has not as yet been tully recognized. 



-~ 

It was an influence which made itself felt in all of the other 

twelve Colonieo, and it is an influence which manifests itself 

today in almost every part of our Union of Stetes. 

To all of you I send my greetings . We honor those 

men and women of early days who made eo much out of such small 

beginnings. Let us who treasure their memories not fall short 

of the measure of their deeds. 



ADORERS OF THE PRESIDENT 
at the 50th Anniversary or t he 

Holland Society of New York 
Waldorr-Aetoria Hotel, New York City 

(Telephoned from the Oval Room Study at the White House) 
January 17, 1935, 8.45 P. M. 

My friends and associates of The Holland Society of New York: 

Presidential plane for future engagements are, I 

find to my aorr01v, more susceptible to change than the plena 

of any private citizen. I had counted for many months on be-

ing with all of you tonight on the occasi on of the Fiftieth 

Anniversary of the Holland Society . At least I take some 

comfort in the fact that it required a reception in the White 

House to the Judiciary of the United States to keep me away 

from your dinner. 

I need not t el l you of my long inter est in and as-

eociation with the Holland Society. I reel a just pride in 

what the Society has stood for as the exponent and r ecorder 

of the great contribution made, through three hundred years, 

by men and women of Netherland descent in the building of 

the United States . 

Our earl y forebears brought from the Netherlands a 

quality of endurance against great odds -- a quality of quiet 

determination to conquer obstacles of nature and obstacles of 

man. That is why for many years I have been eo deeply 
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interested in the preservation of the records a nd monuments 

left in New York City and the Hudson River Valley by the 

Dutch pioneers. The influence of New Netherland on the whole 

Colonial period of our history, which culminated in the 17ar 

for Independence, has not as yet been fully recognized. It 

was an influence which made itself felt in all of the other 

twelve Col onies, and it is an influence which manifests it­

self today in almost every part of our Union of States. 

To all of you I send my g reetings . We honor those 

mP.n And wooen of early days who made so much out of such 

small beginnings. Let us who treasure their memories not 

fall short of the measure of their deeds. 
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Janual")' 17, 19~~ 
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l'he ·rll'.ident, o.t B:'~ t!)ni~t, z. s. T., wtll addrua the 
Holll\nd Society ut i~ew Yo.~k, Metio\1': at the Ualdor !' A.storta I:Otel tn 
celebration or its fiftieth anniversary. The address t;ill be telephoned 
by the Prest dent, epe<tking troo ~is Oval !lOol!l study in the \1'ht te Houee 
a rew :~~tnutea be~ore he and !.h·a . Roosevelt receive the guesh attencUns 
tho '1'1lite Uouae reception in honor or the Judtc.tery. 

ro::t.EASE' ta automtic o.t 8;~5 p , l . , Eas t ern SUndo.rd Ttr.~e . 
Pl8iiH a.~togu3.N aP:atnst pt>crature r ele3ae. 

STE?l-:Zl S..JU.Y 
Assistant Secretary to the President 

My fri ends and ue. 1cio.tea of Tho F.ollant' Society or tow York: 

~)residential pl.J.ns ror i'uture enge.13ene:ats are , I find to my 

sorrow, ooro suecoptihlo to c;Ulnse than the ple.ns of ilny pri vo.t o 

citizen. I h:ld counted for roo.ny nonths on being \lith all or you to-

night on tho occMioll of the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Holland Society. 

At least I take soJJO cor.U'ort in the fact that it required e. reception 

in the ~·.'hite House to the J"udicin:-y of the United Statee to keep me 

41"8Y from your dinner. 

I ne~ not tell you of 1!\Y long interest in an(! auociation 

vith tM Holl3.nd Society . 1 feel a just pride in flhat the Society has 

stood ror an the exponent and recorder of the cre.3.t contribution raade , 

thrOugh three hund c\ yeors, by ,_,.len and ronen or Fethnlend descent in 

the buildinF of the United States. 

Our early for'lberu·s brought fro!!l the Nether lends a q,uali ty of 

endurance ll!1~1nst ~rcot oddt~ -- a uality of quiet deteminetion to 

conquer ob:JtllClC1o J of nilturc and obstacles of man. That is uhv fOl' many 

years I )'ave been so deeply inter(lstr:rd in the preservation or the records 

end monwnonts left i :1 NOYI Yor!• City .Jnd t he Hudoo>l River V·.1lloy by the 

Dutch pioneers . The influenca ot' r.eu J~othorl.md on the wMlo Col(lnit\1 

period of our history, r.hich culr.lin""\ted in. tho 1.o.r :ror Inde!)endence , has 

not as yot been fully r ecoantzed . It VI&B an influence \lhich made 1 tselt 

felt in all of the ott-or twelve Colo~les , e.nd it is an influence 'l'l'hich 

DS-"'ituta 1taolt today in nLlOst every part or our Uniol'1 of Shtea . 

To all or you I send my greetings . re honor thoee J:!len and 

WOOlSn or Q,rly dsya uho cade so lliJCh out of such ame.ll beto:inniD!;S · lAt 

us whO tr831\Ure ttoeh' meClOriea mt toll short or the me.J.sure or their 

deod3 . 
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