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ADDRESS OF THE PRESID&Rr • DELI¥ ERED .FROM THB SOtrrH 
POR!'tCO OF THE WHITE HOUSE, TO FARIIF1t5 WHO HAVE CON
VENED IN WASHINafON FOR THE PIJRPOSE OF SUPPORI'ING 
THE ADKINIBrRA'l'I Oti'S AGRICULTURAL ADJUSTU.ENT PROGRAM, 

May 14, 1935 . 5 o •clock P . K. 

I am clad to welcome you. to (the Nation• s Capital) 

Washington. We can think of this occasion aa a kind of 

surprise birthday part7 (for) becau.se it wu ~ (JU5t) 

two years and tw.:o days aco that the Agricultural AdJustment 

Act becaMe a law . (Apple use) I ~ well remember lhJ. 

occasion our there (indicat1ns) in the Executive Offices 

and. the !Lne group or rapresentati·ves ot tar111ers tr011 nery 

~rt of the (Union) ~ who stood a r oWld me on that 

occasion when I signed the Act. 

Arter thAt took olace and in record time you and 

thousands of other f al"'llers took hold. l2Y set up the u

chinery to control your affairs a nd I£!:! put the new law to 

work. 

I reme!llber, too, the Cl4ny -- 'lrhat shall I call the:et -

t he hilh and mighty people (applause) the hizh and m1Bhty 

mill who said you could not do 1t - - who said it 'fl&s no 

use for you to try -- intisatlng clearly that their only 

remedy to lllprove your situation was to let the sheriffs ' sales 

go on . (Applause) That was the old (and very) feailiar way -

the high and mighty (balanced) uy of balanciM farm produ.ct ion 
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with demand. Those people, ~. did not Wlderatand 

and. many or the= do not understand today that, if the tar111 

population ot the United States suffers and loses its pur

chasing power, the people in the cities, in everv part of 

~ sutter of necessit y with tho. One of the 

greatest lessons that the city dwellers have come t o under

stand. in those past two years is this : EI:Dpty pocketbooks 

on the !aMI don•t turn !fl.ctory wheels in the city. (Applause) 

~ go back tor a m.inute to (th) ~ Spring ot 

1933 -- when there was a huge carry-over or almost --~ 

taM some exa111ples -- thirteen a1ll1on bales ~ and a 

price, becau.se or that carry-over, or si.x cents a pound. 

H()[U'Y Wallace insists it was six and a -halt cents a oound but 

I know I got tour and a-half cents tor my cotton. You End I 

know what six-cent cotton 11eans to the purchasing power or the 

Cotton Belt . 

And you &.nd I remember that there wu a huga carry

over or tobacco and the price or tobacco during tha preceding 

six months waa the lowest on r ecor d for ~ many years . 

Wheat, with a ca rry-O'rer or nearly tour hundred million bushels, 

and a price ot thirty-five cents on the tam 2!:....!.!!J.; corn, 

with a price or fift een cents a bushel on many farms -- and I 

knu so!!!e farmtrs who sold it at nine cents; hogs, selling at 

three cents a pound . 
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Io.l and I ltno"« what (that) those thurts meant in the 

way of purchasln& power tor forty •illion (people) ~· 

When we came ~ to Washington ~ we 

.-ere faced with three possible wan or ceetins the sltuat ion 

(programs) . The first method that was suggtfttd involved 

price f1x1n& by Federal (Government) decree . !l (thiS was) 

dlscnrded lb!.l because the proble11 or over-production wat not 

solved thereby. 

The second (wu a) plan ~ to let farmer s gr ow as 

much as they wanted to, ~~ and to have the Federal 

Government then step in, take !rc. the• that port i on of t heir 

crop which represented .-hat we called the exportable surplus 

and, in their name, on their behalf, dump thh surplus on the 

other nati ons of the "«orld. We di!carded that plan (wBI 

dhcarded) tor a good many reasons and one was because the 

other nations of the world had already (bea:u.n) ~ to 

stop dumpine. From that time on, with incr easing frequency they 

were raising their taritts, establishing q,uotaa and claping on 

embar goes agai nst Just that kind ot proposition. ~ 

why we diScorded that . 

Therefore , we coce to the third plan -- a pl an tor the 

adJustment of totals in our maJor c r ops so that t'r 011 year to 

year production and conaw:~ption would be kept in reasonable 

balance with each other to the end t hat reasonable prices 

would be paid to tar11ers tor their cr ops and to the end that 
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unwieldy surpluses would not depreu our markets and upset 

the balance. 

We a re now at the beginning of the third year or 

carrying out this policy. You Know the results thus tar 

attained. You know the present price or cotton1 or whe~t~t , 

ot tobacco, ot corn, ot hogs an4 or other r.m products 

today, FUrther comment on t he successful Jl&rtial attain

ment or our obJective up to this tiale is unnecessary on my 

part . You know. (Applause) 

I want, tor a moment , to emphasize that "ord "adjust

ment"· It 11 almost a forgotten word lust as some ot you, 

once uoon a time, were forgotten 11en. (Applause) As you 

know, a great many of the high and mighty -- with special 

axes to grind -- have been deliberately teying to •lslead 

people who know nothln& of (U'IIlin& by aisrepresenting -- no - 

~hy use a pusayt oot 1\'ord -- by lying about the kind o! a 

t ara progr81D under which this H~t1on is operatln& toda y. 

A tew leading citizens hue gone ast r ay !rom (ignorance) 

other causes. !ll!l, l et us take the cause o! ignorance. I 

IIIU.St admit (it) ~· ~' a tew nars aso in t he 

countrrsida wh!r.L..L.lli.l , I WDI driv tpg with a (the) proalnent 

city banker (who wes driving through up-Stute New York wit h 

me tour or five years ago in the bte Fall). Ever~hing was 

brown. The leaves were ott t he trees. And all o! a sudden 

we passed a beautiful gr een field . He asked me what it was . 
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I told hla it was winter wheat . He turned to me and said , 

"That 1s v ery interesting . 1 have alway.s woDdered about 

winter wheat. Vihat I don1 t Wlderatond 1s how they are able 

to cut it when 1t seta all covered up with snow. " (Laughter) 

The other ~ was down in Geore:ia: !n (the) editor 

of a a:reat metropolitan paper (visit ed) was v 1s1t1n,g •• (down 

in Geor gia) in the aumpertbte ':hen I sh011ed h im my farm with 

,60 o r 50 acres of cottop, when the cot ton was nearl.1' grown 

but before the bolls had formed . Lookil'll out over the cotton 

fields he said to me: 

•l.hat a (great} ills!. number of r aspberries 

they a row down here. " {Laughter ) 

!l),l, r aspberries was r isht. ~. a t tour and 

a - half conts a pound tor cotton his mist ake was , perhaps, a 

natural one. (Laughter ) 

I was speaking (or) ~~ e.dJustaent . 

~ it is your duty and :Dine to continue to educ:a t e the 

people or this c:ountry t o the ! ac:t t hat adjuat11ent mea~ not 

only cdjwtment downurd but adj ustaent upward. It you and I 

agree on a c:orrec:t !igure ror a nonD&l c:arry-over ~ 

£!a it means thot 1!' .,.e have a bumper c:rop one year we will, 

by • utual c:onsent, r educ:e the next year ' s c:rop in order to 

even up that c:arry-over. At the aame time, U' we get a 

short c:rop in a given year, you and I agree t o incr ease the 

next year• a c:rop t o make up the shortage. (Applause) 
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That 1s exactly What ...-e are doin.a; (today) in the case or 

wheat~. 

Yes, it ts high time tor you and for me to carry, by 

education, knowledaa or the fact that not a slncle progru 

of the J. . A.A. conteaplated the destruction or an acre of 

food eropa in the United Stat es, i n spite of what you may 

reo.d or (be) what yoq may have been told by veople who have 

special axes to g rind. (Applause) 

It 1s high time tor you and tor oe to aail:e clear 

that we ar e not plowing under cotton this year -- that 1'18 did 

not plow it under in 19.34 and that we only ploTed s0111e or it 

under in 19.33 because the Agricultw-al. AdJustment J.ct was 

passed bY that Conerus at that tagaous Special Session after 

a huge crop or cotton was al.ready in the ground. . 

lt ts high time Cor us to repeat on every occasion 

that we have not wastetu.l.ly destroyed food in any tors. It is 

true that the Relief Administrator has purchased. hundreds or 

thousands or tons or !oodstutrs, nurchased th8!!l ln or c1er to 

reed the needy and huna:I'Y and (are) ~ on the r dler 

rol ls ln every part or the United St ates . 

The cr ocodile tevr.s shed. by the profusional :~ourners 

or (an) ~ old and. obsolete order over the slaughter of little 

pi gs (laU&hter) and 2!.![ other measures to reduc e surplus 

agricultural inventories c1ece1ve very few thinking people 

~~ and. least or all the rc.rmers themselves . 
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in yo~ minc1a to let you be led astray by the soleaan 

ad.!aonit iona and specio11a lies ot those who in the P'ost 

proC1ted •ost when your distress was greatest . (Applause) 

You remember !.D!!iL_t_ rEI:!IIe::a_m that not so lone a1o 

the poor had less rood to eat, and less clothes to wear, 

..,.hen you had to practically give away your rroducts , and 

the surpluses were gr eater and theY were 00....2r.J!. than they 

are today when you f&rmers are getting a reason.abla although 

still an 1nsutt1cleo.t price . (Applause) 

I h.:ve not the ti11e to tnli< J~ith you about many 

other policies of your Government which atfect the term 

populatioo ot the country. I have not the t1•e, ~ 

•ould liKe to do it , to a:o into the pr actical work or the 

Farm Credit AdabU.stret1on which in all or its racai!iea tions 

has saved a m1111on /L.MIS from. foreclosure aDS. has acc011plished 

the t1rst great reduction 1n exorbitant interest rates that 

this country has ever knoll'n . (Applause) 

n.._.u because !h!.t..Lou :stand for 1s so Just and__J2 

whollY reasonable (your cause 11 1110 Just) lb!1 no one ~ 

hu had the temerity tO question the motiVes Of this Ulllnd 

(your) •:Hrch on t'ashinaton. " It is a good Ollen tor Govern

ment , for buslnes:s , for bankers and for the city dwellers 

that the nation' s farmers ar e beco111ng articulate and that 

they know whereof they speak. (Applause) 

I hope you have enJoyed your stay in washington. 
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I am glad to welcoae you to the national capt tal . 

re CM think of this occasion as a kind of surprise birthdny 

oarty for it ras Just t,..o ye-srs and tl"'o days ago t ha t thP 

Agricultural Adjustment Act became a lal'l . And I ~·ell 

r e-•e•ber the fine group of rer•resentatives of f arl!lcrs froa 

every part of the Union r.ho stood around me on t hnt occa sion 

when I sisned the Act. 

In record time you o.nd thousands of other fllnters 

took hold an~ set up the machinery to control your o•.·n 

affairs and put the new law to work. 

I remember , too, the many high and e~1e;hty people 

who said you could not do 1t -- that it T:aS no uae for you 

to try -- 1nt1m.nt1ng clearly that their only remedy to i mprove 

your situation T:'OS to let the sneriffs ' sales go on . That 
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-s the old and very fe•111ar 'f'&Y, the high and •iahty 

bal nnced farm production 'fith demand. Those 'eople did 

not under:::tand and caany ot them do not under:::to.nd today 

thut , 1f the fnr11 popula~ton of the lt!.ited Stetes sui'fers 

and loses its purchasing po'l' .. er, the pPonle in the cities, 

of npcp~ .. ity, ~uffpr · ith them. One of the greatest 

lpssons thut the cit y d":":eller::: have come to undeutand in 

this past t""l'o years is this: Eapty pocketbooks on the farm 

don ' t turn factory r.heel s in the city , 

Go bllck for a •inute to the Spring of 19="·3 -- rhen 

there was a huge carry-over of almo~t thirteen •HUon bal es 

and a price, becn11se of thnt corry-over, of s h : cents a 

pound. You and I kno ... what six cent cotton 11eans to the 

ourchnsi ng po-er of the Cot ton Belt. 

1'here was a huge carry-ovf>r of tobacco and the 
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price or tobacco during the preceding six months na the 

lo""est on :rPcord. for many yes r s . l'fhent , wi th a ca rry-over 

of n('arly f our hundred million bushel s , and a price of 

thirty-fiv"' cents on the ft~rm; corn, - tt:h n price of fifteen 

cents a bWJhel on .any fariii.S; ho~s, sel.Ung r~t thrPe cents 

a oound . 

You and I lmo··· 1"'hat that meant in the wny of 

purchasing po~·er for forty 111111on people. 

!"hen we ca.e to loo.t~hington r.e r.er e faced f'ith three 

possible progrnms . The fir s t involved price f1.x1ng by 

Government decree . This was discarded becnuse the problem of 

over production WillS not solved thereby. 

'!he second 1'1'8s a pl an to let f nrmers gro as •uch 

a s they wanted to and to have the Federal Government then step 

i n, tt\ke from them t hat portion of t heir crop which represented 
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the exportAble surplus and, in their name, on their behal!', 

dump this surpl~ on the other nations of the worl d . That 

pl an was discarded because the other nations of the world 

had already begun to stoo dllllpin~~: . ,.ith increasing 

freouency they were r aising their tariffs, establishing 

quotas anc1 clamping on embargoes agains t just that kind of 

proposition. 

Therefore, r.e came to the third plo.n -- a plan for 

the adjustaent or totals in our ujor crops so that troll 

year to year production &I'~ consumption r ould be kept 1n 

reasonable bAl ance with eaoh other to t he end that 

reasonabl e prices r.ould be paid to fonaers for their crops 

and to the end that unwieldy surpluses could not depress 

our markets and up!let the bal ance . 

fie ar e now at the bec1nn1ng of the third year of 
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carry1nc out this policy. You knor. tbe results thus 

far attained . You kno~, the price of cotton, of wheat, 

of tobacco, of corn, of hogs and of other tar• products 

today. Further comment on the successful partial 

at tainment or our objective up to this time i s unnecessary 

on lilY pllrt. You know, 

I want to emphas ize that nord "adjustment" . As 

you kn0'1" 1 a great ll8llY of t he hi&h and alghty -- r.ith 

specia l axes to grind, have been deliberately try ing to 

misl ead people - ho know nothing of fal'llling by •isrepresenting -

no -- -hy use a pussyfoot word -- by lying about the k ind of 

fo.M!I program under which this Nation i s opera ting today. 

A few l eading citizens have gone utray from 

ignorance. I must adm1 t 1 t . For example, the prominent 

city banker fl"hO was dr1Y1ng through up- State Hew York with 
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•e four or five years ago 1n the l ate Yell. Everything was 

brO"'l'' . 'l'he leaves •er e orr the trees, We passed n beautiful 

green fleld . He asked 11e what it ~o.s . I told him it "'as 

':inter rheat , He turned to 111e and said , •That i s very 

1nterezti . .''1g . I hnve tllways r.ondered aboutwinter wheat , 

fila t I don 1 t understand is how ther are able to cut it ':!hen 

it get s al.l. covered up r.ith snow," 

The other r.as the editor or a great ~~~etropolita.n 

llfLper . He visited me dO"''l in Geor&ia when the cotton was 

nearly grown but before the bolls had formed . Looking out 

over the cotton fields he said to me; 

11"1lat a grent nUC1ber of raspberries they grow 

down here . " 

Raspberries waa right. At four and one-half cents 

a ?Qund for cotton his -.istake wae, perhaps, a naturnl one. 
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I was speaking of adju:~tment. It i s your duty and 

mine to continue to educa te the peopl e of this count ry to the 

fact that adjus tment means not only adJust.ent do11Tl'lr&rd but 

ad justment upward, If you and I aaree on a correct figure 

for a normal ca rry- over it means tha t 1.f we have a bUIDper 

crop one year we will, by mutual consent, reduce the next 

year ' s crop 1n order to even up thot carry- over. At the saae 

time, 1f we get a short crop 1n a r,iven year, you and I agree 

J Tl 
to otnree-- .....t4e next yenr 1 s crop t o make up the shortage. 

Thnt i s exactly what we are doing today in the cue of wheat . 

It is high time for you and for me to carry, by 

education, knowledae of the fact that not a single progra• 

of the A. A.A. contemplated t he des tructi on of an acre of food 

c r ops 1n the United. States, 1n spi t e of what you -.y read or 

be told by people rho hue special axes to grind . 
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It is high time for you and. for me to 11111ke clear that 

we are not plo~lng UDder cotton thia year -- tha t • • dJA not 

plow it under in 1934 ani that r.e on1y plo-ed some of 1t under 

in 1933 becaus" the Agr icul tural Adjustment Ac t was passed 

after a hugl crop of cotton was already 1n the 1round. 

It is hi gh tillle for us to repeat on every occasion that 

l"e have not wastefully destroyed food 1.n any form . It i s t r ue 

that the Relief Administrator hu purchased hundreds of 

thousands of tons of foodstuffs to feed the needy and. hungry 

Yho are on U\e relief rolls in e.ery part of the lhited States . 

The crocodile tears shed. by the profes· tonal 1110urner s 

of an old and cbsol ete order over the s l aughter of little pigs 

and other mea s ure!" to r educe surplua agricultural inventories 

deceive very fe• ttrl.nk1DI peopl e and least of all thfl farJ~ers 

themselve~ . 
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The a ekncmleclged destiny of a pig is s ausage, or hall 

or bacon or pork, In these forms millions of pigs were 

cons lDed by vast numbers of n e edy D4!10ple ':"'ho other - ise ?"Ould 

have had to do without . 

Le t me make one other point clear for the benefit \f the 

millions in citi es r ho have to b\Q' meats . Lost year the Ha tton 

suffered a drought of tm.paralleled intensity. If there had' 

be n no Government program - if the old order had obtained 1n 

1933 and 1934 that drought on the cnttle runges of America a nd 

/ 
in the corn belt .-ould have resulted 1n the llllrketing of thin 

"" ca t t le, immature hogs a nd the death of th"'se antJMls on the 

-~ ... , ~·~ 
range and on the rar., .... would have had a vastly greater 

shortage than we face today . 
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our program saved the lives or c.illions of head or live 

stock. They a::-e still on the ranee . Other milli :u are today 

cann&d and ready to::- tbia country to eat. 

I thi nk that you o.nd I are a(5l"eed in seeking a continuance 

of a natio"al policy Which on the uholo is provina: oucOusful. 

The memory or old condi t10ll8 under which the produc t or a whole 

year • a work orten would not bri ng you the cost or t ·auaport1ng 

1t to market is too trash i n your mi ndo t o let you be led astray 

by the aolar:m adl:Oni Uo!ls and speci ous lies or thoea who i n the 

past profited most When your di streaa na greatest . 

You remember that not so long ago the poor had l ess food 

to eat and leas clo<;;hoa to wear nben you had t o practi cally give 

away your products and the sur- lussea we~e gl'e&test tha:. t hey 

have today nhen you raroo· a are get t1 t'-G a reasonabl e although 

still an insufficient price . 
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I he.ve not the ti::~e to talk with you about many other 

polic1ea or your COverru:ent which arrect the rano. population 

or the country . I have not the t i me to GO into the practical 

work ~f the Farm credit A&linistra t i on Ylhieh i n al l or 1 ts 

ram1t1oat1ona has eavad a Dillion rarma rroa for eclosure and 

baa accomplished the tir• t treat reduction 1n exhorb1tant 

i nterest rates t h!!.t thie ooWltry has ever known. 

Because your ca·uo i s so juat no one l:.aa had the t emerity 

to question the IX~tives or your "march on washington". It 1s a 

good omen tor Goverru:~ent, tor business , tor bankers o.nd tor the 

city dwellers that the nati on ' s tar!:l&ra au beco~ing articulate 

and that they know wh&nor they speak . 

I hope you have enjoyed your stay in 'i'rashin..,ton . See1ns 

your GOvernment at first band , you m.e,y bo.va a better idea why ita 
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effort a at Umaa aefl:l lumberinG and alov and complicated . 

on tbe other hand , you may have seen that we w·e movins 

hater and acoomplhhing core practical results than you 

have been l ed to believe by the high and mishty gentle~~:en 

I have spoken of. I va.nt to thank you for your pe Uence with 

ua. I want to pledse ou~· wholehearted cooperation as you go 

for.nrd . 
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