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HIFORLlAL REUARKS 8}: iUE PRESIDEwr TO 

THE REGIOHAL RF.SETTL&!.lENT DIRECTORS . 

June 20~ 1935 . 

'Ihe wor tt you a r e doing lies particull..rly close 

t o my heart. I go back a ~ood T'lBny years to the tille, 

in Albany, Y>hcn r.e undertook who.t , so r3.r as I know~ wns 

t he f irst land-use survey. It related, in part, to soil 

but lftOstly to hlJARil beings and there, •ith the cooperation 

ot the Cornfllll&r iculturul Colleie, '~<e st:.rted our first 

l and-use survey. I been!lle intensely interested 1n it . 

Since that time, of course~ a good m.~ny states have been 

working, both on the agricultural and human end or it . 

In the l ast two ye~rs we luavo put the Feder&l Govern:uent 

very activel y into the maJor objectives that we i!ll seek . 

I have been trying to interest ~eo;'lle in the 

cities in o~~.r .,.ork. For the first tillle, I thin.<, r.e tu.ve 

begun to cause peopla in the cities to realiz:e that their 

own prosperity depends , in a very large part, on tho pros

perity or people r.ho live nnd work outsiC:e or cities . All 

or t he S':l&ll COIII!lunities ot the country understand it . 

We want the people in the bitJ: cities as T:"ell to Wlderstand . 

It ls a national robletll that relates, in the long run~ 

Just as ~uch to ::oople who live in cities a s it does to 

people who live on f ar:as . 
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The prnctlcal end or the work nppliea to the 

rural porulation and~ or cour se, to those peopl e in 

c1t1es ll"ho wr.nt to so either back to the f a r ms or far~~~inr , 

or else to those "ho want to try out something new and 

get a11·ay !roo cit) life. 

The Resettlement J.dm1n1stntion has begun a 

Tor k in •hich .e nll believe. Yol.l who a r e here t<X!ay are 

entrusted with the duty o£ bringing not only new hope !rut 

11 new progrll..lll into the lives of a great many thousMds or 

r a..111es. Their econ0tl1c position has been 11'ec.'tened by 

re~trs or depression nd by two dnds of atteapts on their 

~rt , e ither to ma":e a living on land that 'ff&S unsuitable 

to begin r.ith -- v:here they ought never to have been -- or 

on bnd th~t hns been so reduced in fertility, either 

through erosion o r through i.:~~pro; r cropping, t.'l..t it is 

i:apoui~le !or them to ma~e a living. 

One thing t hat fascinates me about fO'tr work 1a 

thnt no two cases are the same . Every s i ngle operntion 

yo·..a conduct has to be viel':'ed tro~ the point ,f view of that 

c ue alone . For instcnce, sO!"Ie s."lAll f irumcial help .-111 

be en~ugh to tide over and put on their feet a gr eat !'Jlal\f 

tnmilies that have been hit by the depr essi on . I n other 

cues, fl!.milies 1"111 htlve to be given an opportunity to 

aove orr the land they are on and will htJ:ye to be ·roYided 

1th better land . In MY ot these ctases, re have to establiSh 
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a better relationship between people and the sources of 

their living. 

The benefits expected from this work call tor 

the t aki ng and l<eeping of thel!le t oilllilie:~ ott the relief 

r olls . The money we are using comes within the objective 

set by the Congreu 1th1ch is to put three e.nd a halJ' 

million people t o trork ut a cost of four b1ll1on dollars . 

Secondly, l!S an objective and as c. benefit ,,.. 

seek, l';e shall devote our land r esour ces to their highest 

uses; not only tor this generation but for future e;ener

ati ons. 'r.e ap~roach this venuin.e e~nserv<~tion policy rith 

the future in mind . 

~ou 11'111 be expected t o treat these problems 

hu_'llanly end yet , at the same time, rith the hi ghest degree 

of efficiency that the Americnn Goverm~ent has ever seen . 

That is Q.u.ite a Job. Detel"l:l1n1na t he best use tor l and 

1s a problem in itoelt. Moving people is d1trieult; yet 

they are nlT.nys glc.d to move when it is clenr that they 

and t he1r ! aailica will r eceive a better ch11nce as a result 

or the lllov1ng . 

Under this appropriation act, we are cx;ected 

to take crro or liS many f nmili"S on reli ef l\S ... possibly 

c· n . You •111 be doing th1a 1n tto ways -- g1v1Ttf th81111 

worlt on coa"'I'W11i1 J'roJects and pr091d1~ funds tor rehab1l-

1t· t1on nd res.,ttlement . In this, you will center your 
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attention ;Jriml\rUy on those actually on the relie f 

rolls . 

On the aver ar,e , re cnnnot spend more than 

e l even hundred and forty-three dollars for each !c.mily 

taken care ot . That '13kes a problem i n manasement . It 

will challenae your lnt:enuity ::.n4 require the most 

careful acbl1n1strat1on . 

I ·mow you. won 1 t mind my say inc 'hat I said 

t o the Relief Administrators of the forty-eight States 

the other day . lie cannot, aust not and will not let :;wl-

1tics enter into this work, It aakes no currerence ..tw.t 

a rc.~lly in need or rural resettlement, in one rona or 

another , c1~11s itself . The fact is thnt, if the need 

exists, you must hel p out and you have my authority -

as I told the riorks Pro£:ress Ad:linlstrators the other 

dey -- to disregrrd. p"rtisr.n political pressure in any 

case ,.-here an attempt is 'll!c!e to oyert it. You can tell 

them fro:n l!le th:~t you are not :lllorod to do it and that 

you are not goin& to do it. 

You ere aware, as I .. , th.r.t the country regions 

Are the greo.t reservoir from 'll'hich much of our future popu

lAti~n will co~o. It is our duty to see to it that this 

future "'"'!Oi'uln tion COllieS out of h0111es 1rhere they ht:ve been 

able to live r~nd erow under roper conditione, according 

to adequate, American standards. TMt 1S the tr.sk rith 



- 5 -

rhich you. are entrusted . I t is a f ascineting job. I t 

i s so11ething tha t will last tJn·ough t his coming year 

under this part1cular appr opriation. I t is soatethina: 

the results or lfhich will last t or many generations to 

cooe . That is why your respona1b111ty is much •ore than 

a one-year respons 1b1ltty. 

In t he cour se or the coming year, I hope to be 

cble t o get a r ound t he c ountr y a bit t o visit and see with 

ay OT'n eyes ll"hat you haYo acc0111.pl1shed . I shall look 

! onrerd to seeing you durin& the yenr. Thank you. 
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Mm. 1 ";!' .":~.r;.:r:.:t;:.~!':o,.t!!1:=~1r~~~~:.;: ~.~ 
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~~! :: ~:..~~ ?tO'l' .11o Uvto 111 ontea u 1\ 4o .. to peepla do 

'!'1 proot!eal e:ldoftlll\le~•..,UniO tM ....... lpOp. 
\llUI0111114, otoour,., totbo .. .,.ophi!IOH! u1"ho •-ttoao 
ahblrMOII: to tM tar. or ro. .. lnc, 01'1111 to lboMvllo~a•lt to 
U'JO\It-tlllq,....,., .,ati"*J' ;'f'OQOitJll!t , 

'!' IR AOtU.:::.nt .. ala!Urr.1IOD hal b41J:IIIl&Wrll: Ill di.IC!I 
... u~oeu-. y . . - .... ~~o~. ... ,.,, ...... ,ru."4rtu.tM411tJ 
or 'rlaci'tl .... : olllr ..- bopa lon • ... ;ro ,_ lato U. HYM or: • 
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.-U.II··-Ntblr011£)1.t•,..rtolllo•o""a ··or cr.lae4tbltlllo 
No• .. ....mcooo~ La : ... ulttr, ohltoor t~ orOtoto. or t~ 
~t c;-oppl"'~• !.Mt It Ia '-'"•lbh ~m- U... to ..Po lldDC· 

01>a Udar U..t r.. .. t,.~.ao • '"""" ,..,.... o:on 1• tlloot ,.. 
'""'HMO IN t:. ._, ':'fOI"J' 0111~ O,.N\IOD JOII ac•41>ct lou to 
too u.-M ~ t.11o1 ,..t~t of •to · ot U.\ ..... alone . ror 1111~. 
·- -11 rt~~~ono!U !.alp olll bo •--;01 to tUo 01'''' ..,,. J"'t 011 
tl•lr r ... t • &J'Ml cu.y h"'lllu t!Mt l>t..-. boo11 ~u I>)' tilt 4opreiiiDD. 
laot MrO&MI, l'&llllloa'O'IUMYO to M :;IYlm&IIO,..rtwlltrto•<>"'• 
ott tl• l.an4 t~.or aro oo a..4 ;~Ill bt.vt to be pN•Ido4 •ltb bettor toad. 
1~ &1\1 or thtM ODHO , ,., .. l•u to ••'-~11111 • l>lottor rel1t1onelltp be
'"" peoplo an~ tho! eouro"' o! tt.olr H•lr,c. 
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Tou. will 1M c:rpoct«< to ,,..., tl>a" pi'Ob~ 11..-au &:0.4 
.,.,, U tbt •- tll>e, llitb tt.e ldcbnt 4~CN~ ot tftlolme)' t lat 
t be.u.eJ1c:U.Gofll'IUOIIItt.tt...,._:lo 'r!lltlt4,\IIUIJ<>bo 
Dettl'llllal nctbtll.utuNtorlllll4 1to.pNbl.l<lhluelt , l;on.,. 
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cU. tbl.t t iler &llld t ... lr tiWlillt• W'!ll Nett ... 1 -•Un ebl.r.ce •• 
........ notthl.:rn~. 

V.Str tblt '*PPI'OPU.tlOA on , .,.. ""._..,.'*' to take core 
ot•t.-,.tw:dltuoarolteftt•po .. t\11.)'-. 7CN:rlllH<kiiJ8 
t.IIU It - WJI - ll"rt: t ho. -r:t oa -s,t7 poJteU •:.o~ P"0-
'01.~~~& flmU tor ...UbtlltaU"-" and NIIUl-nt . 11 t::h, ,.... 0111 
=~ }'ClOd' tttn\laa J;rharU;,. ot tho11 .. w.11r • ,..,_ l"'llef 

Cbltbtt.-o~, atCUAD'<~-•tii'IAtlt'owl hu:ul!'lol. 
..., to:rt:r- thrtt .. wn trq ueb t\w!Q- t atM UN or, '!'ll:l.t :otbt a 
pl'Ot>lo:~ill :.~t. It :rill c lll.ll•se :rOW" t~~pauur f.ll<l ~u.t. ... 
t l>a..,at oe ... tllle.s.tnhue.tlaa. 
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.... tbe.lte_,_,.,....,.,..atuc,-. 
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bt" eeeo110U.a.H , J thllll lao!: tor->1'<1 to -Ill$ pou 411.1'111$ tb• J"Vo ""'"-· 
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late• 1.!1 U. l.oDs rua Juat u -.ch to peopl.- .t» llft 1.!1 c.1U.a u it doea 

pp 

to J*>~ -.be> llvto aa ra.rsa. /Ot course, thol practJ.cal .nd o! thll •ork doeo 

·~ to U. ~ popull.t.loc and o.lao, of courM, t.o th;>u pooplo in c1t1eo 

lUo . 

1t 1.s ... iu W aq - ba• lMiltUD • Fork 1.!1 • J.ch .. ..U ball...- ..U ,-ou 

......... 
hope but ~ a uow :n"'iJt: .. iut.o the u,..a or fl u-t l&llA1 ~· 



t..hnJI&&,tl lllpropu- eroppint, that it 1a lllp0Ss1~le tor u- to •• • U rizi..J ott 

or u. 

tn c .... are the -· !ftry 111zl.g.l.a operd.!OD t.llftt yOu eouO.oct 1a ao 

.. 
1.,_.rou ('t) - U La a b:rUid - · apeol.t1c - t.hat baa t.o be Yiu.d tr. 

of t.be1r U'f'1A&:. 



b1lllon doll.u'a. 



t..U.S.•• tbat. ar~ - Clll nll.t .. - pou.ibl.J -· I<N w1l1 1:11 doiag 

t.h1• 111. t.wo ~~~, ~ Pri.aa: U,.. work ca cc:.adt.J' }U"'j ecta: ud lff ~ 

T1d..ln! ~ tor rehabU1t&t1CIIl ud reaet.u-t.. Izl t...'1111, )'OU wUl ba'IQ 

rolla or pMplA wbo will t. oo t.tw:a J.a-s.i&t.ol¥ 1t a-thiDs UD1 t. d

t.o PH"""'t. 1t., but. prb&ril,y it. b t.he people who u. .c~ aa. t.ha 

Nllat rol..U. 

dollars or t.be appro.,rlat.ioo ~ tor lt.. Izl other warda, aa. tha •"""P 

- ~ot. apellll .ore tJwl U.... b.1adred IIDd. tort.y-~ dol.lar• tor •ch 

t&:all¥ t.&kiiD ce.ro or . Thftt. Mlcea a probloa 1.D .aDq«<eelt.. It. Ul ctall«tge 

your 1A&:omdt<1 aDd ~ the .o:.t. caret\ll ldldnlat.rau.,.,. And I - Te.rY 

cert.dza U.t. 7W a. cepa.lla o r it.. 

I ~lt YOil won• t. a1.Qd fl1 N¥1D& t.o JOU Wbat. I haft NicS to 

t.ba Raliat &d.a1n1.at.rauno• or U. tort,y-.l&bt. St.&t.a• t.t. ot.har d.l;r, t.h.' t.-

611\Qot., _.t. o.ot. azad w1ll. DOt. lAt. poUU.C. -~llt.lce - -• 



iD ooa !01"11 or ..ot.bV- wbat tmy call t.bMM!YIN. n,. hot 1a t.bat 11' t.t.y 

I told ~ c-tl..:Mn the other cS.,y, in UN --.v at!ort 11 :Mde to brl.J:Uf poUt1ca1 -

~ 

You are aware, aa I aa, that t.t. CQUntry regiODII ~ the p-eat 

~ 41rect10Qa W JOU are to CUT./ out. t.lia tan to U. ftr~ b .. t or JCII.lr 

t.llla COIIiDg Jear W¥iar t.d8 puUcul&r anropd&UOD., bu.t U 11 ao..thlq 

t.hti ruul.t.a or wtJ.ch wlll Ia.t. t o:r a cood Mq pnwa~ to cou , aod that 



I ahall pzobab.l¥1 I llope;, 1.D. ~ 00\D"M o! the caaiJli 

J.u", - able to get U 'O\IJid the COUDt.ry & bit &DCi Yiait aDd - -.ith 

., owa. _,. .. wbat 7111o1 haM ac~ accoa>~l.bbed, aDd .o I Rlall look 



'!be RIMtt.l-nt. .AdlUJilatna.Uoo baa lNogw~. • work 1JI wbtob •• .U 

You u-. eat.na.ted W'itb t U dutJ ot br 1D&ia,g •• bope tat.o the 

11••• ot h..nl t-.1Uu . Tbe econOilic po•ttl<~D ot tbeu hailt•• M• bMD 

weekeoed bJ yee.re ot depreeeton and bJ tH •tt •pt to =-.Ice • 11•111.& oa land 

wbtoh ee • tther llnlu ltable to be81n wit.b or which ha e been reduced In terttl

ltJ tbroutb eroat on or too bard u ... 

Tt.e •tW.clc he• to be dttterent tn dttterent C8MI. For .._. 11b.o 

ban been bit; by depre111on ocae -.11 t1DUC1al help •111 be eaoucts to Ude 

t~ onr e.Dd put tbla on t heir t Mt apia. 1'0'1' otMr a aew opportw:r.lt1e1 

•tll han to be pr<n'lde4 ou better land. Ill. any case the attempt ,.ou .uat 

lltlke 11 to n tablhb a better r elattonebtp bet. ... n people and thl •ouroe ot 

tbetr Hnnc. 

Tbe btlaettt• expected troa tht. wo:r!r '": tb&t t iM• t..U. Iel •111 

be tel:eo off ao4 kept ott tlMo rel1• t rolla , tbat. • abal.l btl abU t.o deTOte 

our l&Qd re•ovoe• to their hisbeet uMI, and tbat • 1hll..l •wrot.cb a a•outna 

coaHnattou policy tor the tuture. 

What I oan MY to you 1 t tbli besJnntng ot th1• •o:r!r II that JOU Will 

be •xpected to t.l'Mt theM probl- ~:r •M y.t. With teclut.1cal etrtotuJCy. 

D.tt.end.ll&: the N•t. u" tor laD4 11 d ltttoult 1.111.4 y.t It Clll be dOM. lolo~ 

people 11 dttttwU; aAd y.t they are al~ ~d to do it wben tt 1• ollar 

tbat. tbe:r and tbltr t•tll•• Will baYe a better chance •• a nllllt. UDder 

t.hll appropr tetton eot n u-. upeou.d to tab o•r• ot •• ~~~&~~.:r t..Ulla• who 



are now oa relief •• .. oan. You rill be GolD&: tllb in two ..,., b:y 11 Ying 

act!J&ll:y on t.be relief roll• or .t1o rill be on tbn ll:aldt•tel:y tr ao.tbi.ng 

11 DOt dme tO J)N'I'eDt it. 

All tbia IIIUit bo done econ01111Call:r . Our tunda require that . On 

an a'fere.ge .. .uat not apan4 .ore tlla.a $1.,143 tor each taatl:r talcan care or . 

'nit. .aka• • p!'Obl- 1D -.nag«»nt which ..,- at t1r•t cU-:y :you. It will 

ohal.lege J'OUl' iagenultf llZid requtre oanf\t.l ada1n1atre.Ucm. But I • ew. 

:you are cap~.ble ot tt . 

You are ••re, •• •el l •• I u, tba t the llountry regtona are tbe 

ge.at ra~o~l"''oir rrc~a~ whiob our future otttun• will oome. It 11 our duty to 

aee to it that theM otttzeu CCIIII out ot tac.la whan oe:r baq baeD able to 

11•e and cro.r •• " ez:peot J.ner1eu.a \o be t ble to do. 'ftlil 1a the u.lk you 

an entru.ate4 with a.nd 1Q' onl:r dtreottona are tbat J"'U do 1t to \ba ben or 
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