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TO '!'HX PEOPLE OJ' SAIHTE G!:H!:VI~: 

The his tory o f the town of Sai nte Genevieve 

e loquently t eet1f i ea to t he fort itude o! thou pioneers 

who built their home s on the weatern bank of the 

Ki u ias i ppi end wrest ed mi nerals f r om the hUla, 

f urs from t he fores t , and a plentiful harvest from 

the p l ain; who mer ged. t heir varied notionali ties 

in a mi ght y effort to carve an American nation out 

o! the Western wlldemeu. 

!/'e admi re tho.t Christian courage which refused 

to be daun t ed by I ndian de9red.ationa and manacrea , 

by s gradual change in the courae of t'he l.lisa1aa1ppi 

t hreatening the dest ruction o! the aettlement, or 

by the di aaatroue flood. of 1785. In due courae, 

through the r)l.g$ed efforta of your predeceuora, 

t he hos tile ~ were pecififtd; and the restleu 

l.!iaai u i ppi, far f r om annih1la tlng the eo!D!!IW\ity, 

provoked a pr ovi dential reaoval of the church and 

o t her build i ngs t o n better al te where the village 

could exoant1 an.d !louriah. 



-·-
Thea& triW!IPbs over a!tliction are cba:racteriatio 

of the ap1rlt of our early ber1can& . Although the 

problna wht.ch confront ua today are of a c11fferent 

sort, I 11.e1 con!l dent that you have not lost the atal

wart quallt1ea of frontier daya. 

I t h wtth a full eppreo1ot1on of your post 

that, on thia occaalon of your 81-Centenniel Celebra

tion, I extend to you my hea:rty wlahea for a happy 

and proaperoua future. 



IHPORKAL RDLUUtS OF l'HB PRBSIDBllT BY ! ELBPBOIIE 
TO QRBEI' THE PEOPLE OP S.UHTB OFJiBVIEVE, MISSOURI~ 
AS 'l'U~ CELKBR.U'B 11MAl'ION 1S HIGHT" AS A PEATURB 
OP SAI!oi'TE GENEVIEVE' S BI-CENTENNIAL C!LEBRATION. 

August 22, 193S 
,.. ... . ~ 

The history of the town or Sainte Genevien 

el oquently testitt es to the fortitude or those pioneers 

who boUt their homea on the western bank or the Kissiuippi 

and wrested ID.inerals t r am the h11ls , turs !roa the f orest, 

and a plentiful harvest tr01:1 the plain; who merged their 

varied nationalities i n a mighty effor t to carve an American 

nation out of t he Western wilderness . 

We adllire that Chris tian courage which retused to 

be daunted by Indian depredati ons and massacres~ by a gradual. 

chance in the course ot the lU.ssisdppi threateninl the 

destruction or the settlement, or by the disastrous flood 

of 178S. In due course, through the r ugged eff orts ot your 

predecessor s , the hostile I ndians were paci fied; and the 

restless lllississipp1, tar tra. ann1h1latinc the coc:munity, 

provoked a providential removal or the church and other 

bu1ld1nga to a better site where the village could expand 

and tlourhh. 

These triuapbs over atf'liction ar e characteristic 

ot the spirit or our early Al:lertcans. Although the problams 

which confr ont u.s today are ot a different sort, I aa con

tident that you have not lost the stalwart qualities or 
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trontler days. 

It is with a tu11 appreci ation ot you.r pt.st 

that, on this occasion or your Bi-Centennial Celebrtl.tlon, 

I extend to you my hearty wlahes tor a happy an4 prosperous 

future . 
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