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RE THE PRESIDE1:T 1 8 RE:.:ARXS 
AT THE ~l£i7 YORK STAT£ CO!:SERVA'IION C£U:3RATICII 

LArE PLACI D, h"r.t YORK 
Septe~ber 14, 19:55 

UEJ.::O FOR JUDGE: ROSE:i:cA:l : 

':'h1e •as a ro~ epeeeh 1n that the Proe1c:"ent eave 

aoae or h1a 1deaa on conservat1"ln and talked about l".ls paat 

work 1n the State or !lew York. 

One oorrect1on may be desirable where the Prest-

dent pointed out that tn a ool1t1cal campat rn 1t~r0 years 

aro' he had brourht uo the subject or conservation. ':'h1B, 

I believe, should be corrected to read 1three yel\ra ago. 1 

I think the Prea1t'l.ent '!"eterred to rerorestatt.,n tn h1a 

Atb.nta e!)eech 1n 1932. 
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lNJ'ORl!AL EXTE:.!PORAl!£0US RD1ARXS OF THE PRESIDENT 

ON THE OCCASION OF THE CELEBRATION OF THE 
P'IM'IE'I'H ANNIVERSARY OF STATE COf:SE:RVATION 

LAKE PLACID, NEW YORX 
Sep t ember 14, 19~, 9 . 45 A. l.!. 

(There was a pageant, trhtch incl.~ed a deca
onetration or woodcraft and tire control, 
alao the releasinC or aevero.l thousand 
birds. Governor LehMAn introduced the 
President.) 

Governor Leha&n, CoCI£liealoner Oaborne, my trlenda: 

Today brlnga ba<*. I'UlnY 1eoorlee . 'l'he laat time 

I was in thia spot, speaki ng in tact from th1e same plat-

!'oM , I am tol d, T:'o.s three yenra nco at the time or the 

Olympic lee sports. We had aa our cueete in the Stnte a 

great lllAny r::en and ~en from Earope, moat or the coun-

tries or Europe, and J al)&n. I .. very eb.d that thta 

beautiful Stadium has proven 1ta userulneaa on a good 

many ot!'ler occasions, 

Uy oecory goes back a e-ood deal further than 

three yenrs ago , in raot 1.t goes back to t'll'en t y- t1ve years 

ar;o, when a very young and unexpectedly elected Senator 

from the Hudann River Valley, because they oouldn1t think 

or anythtng alae tor hi111. to do in the Senate, ""de him a 

Chairl'lftn or what lfae known ae the Forest, Fi sh and Ga.'lle 
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Co!IIDlttee. I t •• a poet that waa euppoaed to be a sinecure, 

one or no importance, because ln thoee day& there wae no auch 

thing as the Conaervo.tlon Dep~trtment . The roreet, F'lsh and 

Galle Com:llledon or the State, headed up by an old trlend or 

•lne, the rather or Com.mlaaloner Oeborne, started tn durtne: 

the tollowtng t•o years on llhat waa the gem ot thla great 

develo:ment. We had been protecting what gane we had lett, 

we had been pl atltlng a re" tleh in the atreame and, with"" 

entirely inadequate force, l"8 were trying, al~oet ln vain, 

to prevent tlrea tn the Ad1rondacka. Ae a matter or ract, 

the Adirondacks Preeerve and the Cataklll Preserve ln thou 

days were only half the a1!.e that they are today . We were 

growlnt:. ln the nurseries or the State a tea hundred thou

sand trees, verr few peo9le were ulling theo "'"!~ there wae 

practically no interest ln what you and I know today ae 

conservation 1n 1 te broadeet eenee. 

But , beginning under the leaderahlp ln thoee dAys 

o! Corr~111s1oner Oeborne -- Ll thgow' e !ather - - people betan 

to take an lntereet . There "a• a very nne epleode that 

occurred ln that teeelon e>t the Legislature. I t~ae very 

:teen, atter t.avlng etudled the a•JbJeot, to eet the people 

ot the State lntereeted ln preventing aoll eroelon ln the 
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Adlrondao:te. There were ~;reat areoe llhlch had been cut 

over, the tope of the tree• reMtnln£ far above the ground . 

I •nted to 1. et through 'ft'hftt 9'1'18 known as the !op Lopping 

Law and I wanted to get :;>eople interested ln eeelng to 1 t 

t!"lat the trees were !)reserved on the to3)e of our "'OUntalns . 

So I tnvlted the Chief Foreeter of t he United Statee, a man 

by the na::ae ot Glttord Plnchot, r.ho was one or the !)loneers 

ot roreetr::r, wh-:l hAd stud led ln Europe , to come up to 

Alb&ny. We had a session 1n the Aase:"Jbl1 Cl".uber and to lt 

I eucceeded tn retttnu a large nU!lber or Senatore .m. As

eemblyr.ten . 

Gi.rtord Plnchot put t'I'IO !)lcturee on a acreen and 

t!loee t..o .,Lctures dld aore than any other thing to eell 

conservation to the Le&lelature or the State or New Yorlt . 

One of them, the ttrst one he ehowed, ~• a photof1'Qph or 

an old Chlneee palntlnc, the palntlnr; o! BO:!Ie !)lace up ln 

t:orth China having been executed tn ap;>roxl-::~atel,- the year 

1510, f"'Ur hund.red yearB before thhl talk that he •• flV

tne. It aho•ed a beauttrul valle,- , and a 1'1tlled t:nm tn 

the valley. It traa a to'r.TI which, history aaya, hAd three 

hundred thou•and people ln tt. The r e •a• a beautiful 

atre8Jll runnlne throUf:h that vo.lley with t'lelde and orope 
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on both sHes of 1t . It ne obvlouely a etreu that was not 

subject to flood eondl tlona. The aountalna on each aide ot 

the valley were co•ered wl th apruce pine toreata, clear to 

their tops . Sut, 1! you exa::llned this old pal ntln£, you 

woulc tee that up on the side or one or those mountains waa 

a streak, and 1t' you exM1ned it closely, you round that it 

wae a logglnr chute , In other words, :::hott old Chlna:nen, 

t our hundred years baton, had begun to cut the tlcber orr 

the t')J) or the 1110unt&1n and they were chutln( 1 t do1m to 

the valley tor all t.lnda or pur;>oaea . '!'hey had never heard 

or conservation ant• history shows that :ror the next one hun

dred years the peo!)le ln that valley cut orr all the trees 

troa the top ot the mountain. 

'!'hen CAlle the sec:.nd picture, one thnt Olt!ord 

Plnohot , I think, hAd takl'!n hlmaelr , had taken from the 

identical. sJ)Ot where the f1Mit pa1nt1ng had been made. 

That seconl! picture showed a desert. It showed '"Ountaine 

that hll.d rock• en thee and nothin else. Tl::ere was no 

rraee, no treee, Juat rocks . In other words, the entire 

eo11 had been wa11hed off th( ee ountaine and there they 

were, bare !or all tice. Do.m in the valley, the old, 

walled town was in ru1na. I think there were three hundred 
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people lett ln the rulne , t r Ylnt to eke out a oeagre ex111t

enoe. 'l'he atreu had becoc.e a tlood atreao. Rocke and 

boulders had covf'red t he rer t1le tlelds. that once exis t ed 

on both al dea or the streao. 

There you "" the '111'8Clt or a great o1v1ll:tat1on 

or tour hundred yeara ago and nothing left except eoce 

ruins and rocks. 

'.'Tell , that plctui'e ln those days , tr.enty- tlve 

yea_re ago, sold concervatlon and forestry to the Legis

lature or the State or llew Yor:t. And, as a reeult, '"' 

were enabled to re t through the tlret l::J!)ortant leglela

tlon tor conservation. Fro.J that tloe on, you and I ::tnow 

the history . You 1tn~• that a tett years ago we ata.rted a 

oore ~bltloue program in tr.e Sttt.te , not only ror fleh and 

a~e, but also tor the continued purchaee by the State or 

eubn!art lnal land and worked out a "Orograr.a tor the better 

use Jt land as a 11bo1fl. 

It 1e tine t'l eee t: le aplen~ld arK~ ettlclent 

!orcfl under the State Conservation De'!)6rtnent . Each year 

that roes by, they are beco'llRf oore ettlclent, a nd thle 

11 one ot the aotlvltLe• ot the St11.te that I aa verr cer

tain Will ·:eep g~?lfl& thMuci". all the years . 



-. -
I am ·lad also to eee these boys rro~ the CCC 

Cacp8. It la Just two years lllf'O llhen a certain person , 

who WM entering a "OOlltleal Cft.M!)altn, aug: eated thot for 

the preeervfttlon or the rorest. ot the t:atlon, tor tl".e 

planting of acres that needed plantLnf' , for the '!)urooua 

or preventLnr, soil erosion o.nd, 1nc1dentally, tor the pur-

pose or helping a great t~any unecployed faQ1llea, that the 

Governnent or the UilLted States ourh~ to take several hun

dred thousand y'lung men and aelr theca to go Lnto f::>reata 

all over the United States , to preserve tl':.oae forests and 

to lnoreaae the~ . And I renernber the eo~:~r.~ent that greet ed 

that au~re~utlon . So:ne or you who are here reme~:~ber the 

ribald lauthter about plantlng trees , thla 1 orat.Y dre&ll1 , 

thLa 1 ;>011 tical seature1 . 

':tell, there are fl ve hundred and ten thousand 

youne: men today in CCC Cacpe in every State of the Union. 

They are preeerving tl".e tore•t. and the soil ot the United 

Statee tor ·enerat1ons t? oo·:e . The idle dreu h&o become 

a tact. And I eee no reason why I ehould not take thh 

occaelon to tell you that, ln ':'1 Judgment, these Camps 

that do eo r~uch good ln every State of the Unlon are not 

only f:ood tor future generattone but are dolnp; a lot or 
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good tor thla generation. I aee no r eason Why I ehould not 

t ell you that these CMpe, ln my judgoent, are golnfl.' t o be 

a permanent oart or the pol1cy of t he United Statu Gov ern

ment . (Applause) 

Ot course, I do no.t !:now 1! , when Contreea meet a 

at;;aln, we thall be able to continue them o n the J)r eaent 

very larre scale. Over one m1ll1on boys , during the paat 

t10o years, have passed through or arc now l n thole Ce.J:Pa. 

ile have OYer t1ve hundr ed thouiiAnd 1\:)W but, 1! thl~·a go 

alon· aa they are too!ay wlth a enaral plek- up ln etlplo:r

ment, lt 111 my tl':.oueht tha.t ln the future yeare , the people 

ot th111 coun try e~lght 'll'ell afford to have , avery year , 

three hundred t.~oueand youne men r,o throu.-h theae Ca::tpe. 

lfe have, very literally, Qn.lY just ecratchet: the surface. 

'Je have a lon« waya to £0 · There la enough wor:t ln e1ght 

right ln th1e State -- I think Corn.::~lesloner Osborne wlll 

bear •e out -- to continue the l'Ork of the CCC Cat1pe fo r 

a whole reneratlon to co.,e . 

'I'l'.ere 1e one oore oo1r.t thot I would l1ke to 

oake to you llho are reE-uliU'lY 1n the aerv1ce of the State. 

You are accompl1sh1n~ t ::e foreetry-~Me end or 1 t . You 

ar e acco "Ol1ehlng nn exceedlnflY useful pu'!'?O&e. 'I'here 
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has been great procreu on State lands but, at the 8&:!18 

thae, one of our .,ro·:le:.le 11'1 to extend the 1o:n::nrled£e and 

practice or forestry to private lo.nde as "ell . Thls State 

18 not nearly aa bl\dly ott today as a (rest mnny other 

States, but, or course, l~ber, tl11ber, la a cOt'll&rclal 

auet to the Natl-:ln. And so, outside or these ?8l"'"l&nent 

Gove:m.ment preserves , where "8 are not £"01ng" ln !or com

merclnl tlober, outdde of thoee t~reaa , there are l'llllll'lna 

ot acres that a r e being used tor O:lm:lerclal forestry. The 

prorearlonal torf.latere, or 'l!hloh I alaoet oonalder myself 

one because they >:~ade me a n honorary ne::1ber -- the pro!ee

alonal rore etere f'Jf the country a::metloea use lcng words: 

Ther are all wor:tln(.';' today tor what ther call • sustained 

yleld1 • 'Jell, the averace cl !lzen does not l.ln<1eratand 

11'hat •sustained yield1 c.eana. !o, tor those average cit~ 

1r.ena I will trt~ndate 1t 11'l th1 a •ay: t'lhat '~o are seek~ 

lng 1n all tl:.e prlvo.tely owned :,;)reat 1RI'l<1a, rr-,, t'he 

to.m wo_,dlot un t the larr;e luc.berlnc o.,eratl.lna , 11hat 

11'0 are seekinE; 1a the treat::~ent or treea as a crop. Now, 

that doea not r.e11.n 1erely a cr"P, but t~n Annual orw. 

In otl:.er words, we III'JBt start at the bottom and 

otr.o~·ULde the t~rmar thAt t.e •Jit onl:r take ott h1a woodlot 
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each year the a::1ount ot trees -- lw:ltler, loge, ool"dwood, 

Whatever 1 t may be -- equlva.lent to the £l'Oift~ ude ln 

that "'OIUot t!'lnt :year. And eo wl th the larrer lumberlnr 

ope rations. There are more and more lumber eoupanlea With 

very large acreate tr'lo are co:Dln£ t~ t hla annual crop 

theory. Witt. t!".at, we a!".all el1JDlnate ao-:e of the ter

rlr1c ev1le or the paat . Jlot ln thla State, but ln CJ&nY 

Btatea you will tlnd abandoned OOr.lCUnl tlea, ooa::,;;unl tlea 

that a?tJett,.,ea rnn aa ~l[;h as three t.'lousan~ or !"lve thou

sand pe:>ple , t"- .. nre put ln tt.ertJ ror a l ,.zdarlng opera

tion. The tlober was ~ut clean over a !)erl?d or nvo or 

ten years and then that cor: .. "!unltY ., •• aban~oned to lts 

fate . H' rou put thla thl!'lg on an annual bella, your co~

munHles 1n the t::.reat areas wlll last tor all t111e . 

Then there le one other phase or 1 t that ls worth 

tblntlng about . Ir timber lo treated ae an annual crop, lt 

b8C:)IIIes an auet on r.hle~ you oan ralse ~ney an<l I hope 

thAt the next se&Al:ln ot the Confre .. 'tl'1!1 , ... let:lalatlon 

'lfhlch 1'1111 extenJ oredl t to the owners or roreet lo.nd , 

crodlt bftsed on t~e aeset or the crop. There 11 no reason 

why either Go•er~ent :lr prl•ato bo.nk1ng ln-iuctrr should 

not C.jnslder trcee Just as 11\UCi) o! an asset , lf they are 
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pr:~perly taken eA.re or , ae houaea or barna o r anything else 

on 'fl'hie.h, today, "e extend eredlt . 

't'heee are ao:::ae -,r t:1e things that Conaervatlon 

has got t:> loo:-. rorwarJ. to, and in the tleantime the spread-

1ne; or the eoepel, the sp:-aadine or the goepel or eoneerva-

tion, 1a eor."lethtnr tht>.t we are auoeee41~ tn aoeorpllahlng. 

T~e '!)COole tn the lest two yeara have become ~;~ore and more 

c!.oin£ . They are becO!:llfl£" mre and o':'re eonscloua or the 

value t> the~nelves , ctty ~t'ellera f!nd eount;y .,,.ellers, 

1n pr:~tecttn these creat auete of nat~re that God has 

1ven ua . 

AnJ. eo, ~"J f r ien4e, fi.G n verj• ol li Oonaervat1on1st, 

! u ·lad t-l be 11'1th you hero t~ft1 an<! to oong-ratulate you 

on t:•e flne W':lr··. that yo, ere doing . t:ny lt go on throueh 

all the yeara . (Applause) 
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