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If:FOR!.W. EXTEW'O!WIEOUS !U:.WlXS OF 'I'H£ PRESIDE!<T 

ON 'fHE OCCA.SIOJl OF 'i'HE D£!>ICATIO:l OF THE 
'IHifE FACE M&.:OP.IAL RIGH'#AY 

ON TOP OF \THITE FACE :.IOUNTAIN (IIE:.\.1\ LAlCE PLACID, NE'f YORlC) 

Septeaber 14, 1935, 12 o • oloc!t Noon 

(The cere~onie• took place at an elevation f'Jt 
4600 teet, overlookinf a beautifUl vlew oov­
erlng, i! I recall 1t correctly, ~e northern 
part ot the Adlrondacka clear up to tho Canad­
ian border. 

The ceroe~onlee were opened by Chal~an Ander­
•on rel')recentlnp the tn'\1 te f'.!l.ce !.!e~orlal Hleh­
way Coetn1eelon 1 f.'ho lnt~uced Governor Lehcan. 
Governor Lehman introduced Judge S"'lblln,.: , head 
or the A:':lerlca!'l Leeton 'lr the Det>fl:rt:"'!ent or the 
State or ::ew Yor;; . Chalr-:P,n Andere'ln then in­
troduced the President.) 

Chv~rnor Lehman, C~lonel Andernon, l!len and wonen 

or the 17'lrld ttar: 

\Throt I Mve seen to~v 1:1 this 1!!lM.ertul drive 

mnl~ee rlO oore enthualastlc about r.,ur little W'>rda than I 

ever have been berorc. Thone tour short wo:-da nre these, 

•tt CM be done.• {Ap'>lauee) 

Back Ln 1917, Men the .:"n1 ted Str~.tea entered the 

World War, '1'1th1n a few ree'ta t~.!ter April 6 , 191?, were-

colved Ln lfaahh'l_·ton t"o deletat!.ona or ollltnrr •rul naval 

and clv111a:'1 of!Lclnla, ~ne rr'lll France and the "ther rr01111 

Encland. L1 ttle preparat!.~n h.otd been "!!ade by thla country 
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Thh 11 a t :oannertr t rete by the White 
Kou .. etenOISJ'OJ)!I.cr t .. o~ h ilo "bor~ha.nd 
noh• t.Uen at ":;!:-;' t .. , tho apcoch •a• 
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JIU'Witbeeet a re..::-' ,.t 'll'fr t o~lttcd 
'llten tb• epcech Wf- ':'IN"•-· tbout;h 
• r ep~o:- tn t be 1• .")o.u~l; pr~red 
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befoNt aotual l y ent e r ing lnto the War and there t:'e.re nanr 

theOrlu ae to wha t part t he United Sta t es ehould play. I 

hapyened t' be p r esent l n t hose dnye a t a eontarence by 

these v l.e:ltore 'rl'ith the Presi dent or the Unlt&d Statee and 

the leaders .,r our Amy and ~:nvy. We had thought U!) t o 

that tl e tn teroe of enter lnr: the · :nr - - eooe klnd of a 

-rar -- an4 of putt\n! half a ntlllon •en lnt3 the field . 

'l'he preptU"Btlons of the Oener lll Str~tr of the Ar-:ty a nd or 

the !!nvy hAd never v11ual1t.et'l n 'ffnr t htl.t r.ould call tor 

aore than perho.!)s a :nllll.,n oen. 

But, throu,il A,r1l 1917 , •• saw, hnvtnr. entered 

the War , the necessl ty or "inntne the ·.-:nr -- at least of 

.el,lrw. our o.ssoclated ~nl" allied c,..·,ntrlea ln rlnnlng the 

War -- and I re::~e11ber old Uarehal Joffre , 11 t he oontt>l'-

once , askln" the President or the Uni t ed States how ~:~any 

nen A.-,er1CII. could t''lrnla}': , and I re eober very rel! the 

reply or our President. •You "111 htwe, Uarahal J offre, 

a million men , Md 1f you need tlfO mllllon llt!n you wlll 

l".ave t"'' 11.1lllo:t oen, and H y~u need five a:illion men 

you •111 have five •lll11n tlen and, if you need the en­

tire Man- pot>er , you Will have the enUr e qn- power or 

A.,eriea. • And , then he used thoae four words , •it can 

be done .• ( A!)plauae) 
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Actually, &II you know, nearly t1•e ollllon oen 

were under ann in the Ar""ly and llavy. And, if 1 t had been 

neoeeeary, we ~uld have au!)J)lled. five million more to 

help win that \iar. fllleon enid, 1 1t can be done•, And lt 

waa done. 

Later on, I had the -pr1v1lege or seeing raany of 

those nen at the rront, both on the watere nnd also on the 

ftell18 of Selrlu:n nnd or France. Knowin!" thou men at tt.e 

front, I a.."l very certain ln my own lnd t!:'lt there 1• no 

core tl ttlng tribute t':l thea t.'lat we ln the State of He'll' 

Yor~ could dedicate than this V'fiO.t Uemorlal Hlgh"ay to 

the peak or one ot the h!r-heet mounta.lna or our State. 

Thoae 11en who served ln the i1ar, 'll'hether abroad 

or at ~0::111, \':'Ore thlMln£' ?f 'Cite !'uture or t.~elr J:atton. 

The Governor hae well said that thll l.!eoorllll w111 outlast 

nny structure of brleka or cortar, e.ny bu1ld1nr, any arch­

Yay, atiY other tribute tt>.at we could poes1bly create, be­

cau .. this Highway w1ll laat, not tor genert~.tlona , but tor 

the centuries to co.1e , Furthemore , lt La not a mere tab­

let, not a mere bu1141nf that aervea sone •Jsetul p~roose 

an4 1e uen by any peoole. It 1e £onethln 11ore ~1an that. 

t~.1a H1£hway will enter tnto the llvee or our reneratlon 
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and future generetlone more uaefull:y , ! believe, than &nJ­

thlng alee that we could have created. 

Back ln thou ~· when there were 1doubt1np; 

Th01aasee• , when 11'0 were talking about thle tribute , they 

eald, some or thO!II , •:.at us keep the mounta 1.ne or the 

Adlrondao::e for thoae •ho seek to get close to nature, 

who want to cllJ:I.b to the hl('"heet pellk on foct, -.ho want 

to eat~p . • Yet you and I kn'lw that 1 t ls only a eocpara­

tlvely e::lA.ll proportion of our popW.atlon that ea.n indulge 

ln the htxur7 of ea,.,plng and hU:.ln~- . Eve:1 those who en­

cage ln 1 t are golnc to f!Ot , so~e day , to the age of Ute 

wt.en they YTlll "" loncor be able t'J cllcb on their Ol"fn t"o 

teet to the tops or 1:1ounta1ns. So, ror t.":e:a ae they ret 

older, l'nd Also for the mlll1one or peo?l8 who have not 

eot the :raclll tln or the posalblll ties or walking up to 

the too ?f our [Teat aoantaln, •e have provtded one t:~oun­

ta!.n that they can •o to on four rheels. (Apnlauae) 

A far rrenter !)roportlon ot the pol)ulatton of 

our Sttt.te an~ o!' those •ho v1e1. t ua !rom other eta t ea •Ul 

be served On the1r holidays and vaea t1ons, on thel r eru:rp-

1nfl" trloe, than 1:!' th1a H1p:hwny had not bean built. I 

!1:te t~ th1nk that we have done •~aeth1ng here that •111 
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serve t he pleasure and t he good or t he peopl e or thle 

country 111ore than anything el .. that we could hav e done . 

As t o t he Hlghwn1 1 tael t , I can only repeat to 

you a re::~ar:C t hat •aa Clade to lUI a'tout a ::~onth ~o hy a 

d l etlngulahed Fnnch engineer. He had d r i ven to the top 

or t h1e r ood and whe n he cane to \'/aehl ngton he enid to 

me , ' I, or course , :mow all or the ereat f'lountaln high­

ways ot Europe . Ther e la no hlthway ln all of Europe 

whl cit can coro-_,are f!>r 1 ta en!;!:lneerlns a:t-111 , tor lte per­

fection -:Jt detn11 , with the White Face l!ounttl.tn Hlfhway 

ot the State or !lew Yoril . • (Ap:Jlauae) 

I hnv e been told various s t ories. This being 

ny t1rat trip, I had to verity the:--- . I had been tol d 

lt would be necenarJ to •ear red nnnnele on top ot the 

:.tountain. Well , on thla beautiful day you and I :tnow 

t :1at thf\t la not true. I luld been ~old that you ooul-1 

see Lake Champlain Dnd I believed 1 t , and ther e 1 t ie 

berore r:tY eyes. But I httd been t"Jld t11ro other thinr:c 

t hat I did n?t believe. I had been told tilat I could 

see the St . Lawrence River nnd frllll over there (1nd1oat­

i ne) in tht!.t car, I c":)ul d see lt th:rout;l: binocul ars and 

o ver there (1nd1cnt1r.£") lt 1e. I waa t ol d thnt I ooul d 
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see !!ount Kelly (?) and that, too , I have seen throueh the 

blnoculara toda;t . 

I know tl':e United States fairly well , I think_. 

and I wae interested ln a remark that Colonel Anderaon 

aade t::» ae on the way up , which I can verity, I think, 

knowlne;- our Wes t ern frlenda . A man fro:~ Denver car.1e up 

the Uountaln the ot her dD.y and when he came down , Colonel 

Andera?n aa:ted hl:a wl'.at ha thought or lt. And he aald , 

•well, I ar.s fro:~ Denver, and we have got a r:)&d up Pl:te•a 

Peak, 10 I cannot tell you, comJ.n~ trol:l Den•er and Pllce's 

Peak, that thla ls finer than that , but I &"' able to tell 

you, knowlnP.' all the r.~ou~talna or the East, that there ls 

nothlns ln the East ern part or the United States that 

touches White Face.• (A!)'Jlauce) 

Yes, lt le a great alr;ht, one hundred and thirty­

seven la:tea that can be seen tro<n the t op or the t.tounta!n. 

You can no the whole rnnto or the Adlrondncl-.:a . 'l'hlnk of 

beln~;; able to see the Adirondacks, all or t!;cm, !or a dol­

lar. (LII.ughter) ? eo-ole rore sotnr: to cone hero , or rrlends , 

and lt 1• U? to us , the cltit.ens or the State or Uew York., 

~"' tel,. all or our nstghbore 1n the rorty- eeven •Jther states 

thnt they ha\'8 got to cone and aee this !!011nta1n and not &O 
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baok hor:~e without eeelng lt. To me , thle leone or the 

!lnut thln1·a that the State ot !tew York hca ever done . 

I bear tribute to Colonel G-reene, to the Cot~­

a l aal•:>n, end especiallY to Ql., the :~en 1'!!1o have been e~­

gaged ln this e;reat work. It has not only been matnH'l­

cently en, lneered , but it has been run r.lthln the bounds 

ot cost . Tha.t ls a great thing these days , and 1 t 1• 

E:Oln{); to na3 tor 1 tselt. 

And so , C:f friends, I a.a very hnooy to be here . 

I 1'1'1ah very much that 1 t "ere poulbl e tor ne t? "'alk up 

the rcw remn!nlnt,. teet to the actual top ot the Uountaln. 

So~e day they are (~in:· to ::lAke lt possible tor peo!)le who 

cannot ::tA:te t..lte little cllnb to ro up there ln a cOt'ltort­

able and ettay elevator. 

e.,, once I:!!Ore, let r:\8 tell you how haP9Y I h.a.ve 

been on th1s day or dedlcatlon and let oe tell you ?t the 

l'i'orld rto.r, aen and I'I'O::len, th1.1.t I believe thle is a tribute 

!rom. the cl tl:.ens or tho State or ::ew X or·~ ~lch would be 

np~rec.!.IL!e4 by th~ae !'al!en coaradea or ours who 1erved 

their State tt.nd their Nation e':l well . It la n ttl~ t!-.at 

we should dedioote lt in their nftllles . It Will •tan{'l •• • 

tribute to them throuch All the centuries t" come . (Pro­

lonc;ed ttP!)bUU) 
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