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ADDRESS OF THE PRESID&Ifl' 
TO THE FIFTH ANNUAL l'iOW:Blt' S CONFEReNCE 
ON CURRENT PROBLEMS, NEW YORK, NEIJ YORK 

(Froca the u . s . s . Houston) 

October 16 , 19.3S 

Rote: The Presi dent ' s •easage was read tor him 
by Mrs . Roosevelt. It would have been del1Tered 

~~o!h~h:r:~~:;nt ta~~i i~!!o r~:c;!~i;e:r~:~!!~~g 
f rom ships a t sea, as dis t ant tr0111 New York as 
the Houston, could not be guar311teed by radio 

~~:t:::~=~=~n r::e~o;k s:~~·~~irt. re~::f~l:. ot 
Consequently it was arranged tor the ~resident 
to send the message to Mrs. Roosevelt tor delivery. 

•The 11eet1.ngs which you a r e boldine ar e an 

excellent reminder or the very illpor tant tact thnt education 

i n its broader sense begins only arter rorsal school edu

ce.tion i s finished . Henry Adaas, a great Alterican, su.uests , 

in the title or hb autobiography , that a man's education 

is a continuing thing thr oughout his life. Especi ally is 

this true or education in public artairs, to which you so 

wi sely t urn your attention. 

"There was never a tille 1n the history or this 

country when an exaaination or the tundaaental principles 

on the basis or which our public attairs are conducted was 

sore important. Great and significant questions race us 

on all sides. We do well to t a.'lr:e counsel with respect to 

these b;y a tdr public presentation or varyint points or 

view. 
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"This 1s particularly true with respect to 

the women of America . Their inter es t in these great 

questions !a rooted deep in the conditions ot their own 

lives . When our econ0111e ayat• t ells to aus~ln an 

adequate standar d or lite, it is the ...-a.en who f ace the 

•ost poi gnant privation . A falling s tandard in the tn-

coc.ee ot av er age Americana, the drsggin& of innocent 

childr en from homes into f a ctories, the proble.a of de

linquency tha t arise tr011 social conditions , the destr uction 

ot workers ' lliorale by uneaplo:v-ent, the effects ot povert:r 

and dependency in old aee, widespread preYentable diseases , 

unnecessary industrial warf are, and, •ost of all, that 

failure of r eason 'rhlch permits and wages modern war -- all 

of these challengtn& t actor a in 111odern society thr ow upon 

the w011en or the nation a u t e r1al and ap1r1t.ual burden 

ot tt,e createst s1gnit 1 eanee . That 1s why the wocen o r 

America , as their r espona1b111t1es or eitl:r.enahip have 

greatly expanded, are turning with intense earnestness to 

measures which are aimed at el1minnting or allevinting the 

effects ot these i mper fections or our soci ety . They r ecognize, 

as all reaaonable people •uat recognize, that covernau;nt 

was not 1nat1tuted t o .serve merely as a cold public 

instrument to be called into uae after irreper able daaage 

haa been done . It we limit aoverl'llllent to the functions or 

merely punhhlr\8 the criminal a r ter crimes have been 
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cotuaitted: , ot gatherina up the wreckage or soci e ty atter 

the devastation or an econ0111c collapse, or ot t1ght1n& 

a war that reason sight have prevented , then governDe:D.t 

t ails to satisfy those urgent hll!U.l1 purposes, which, in 

essence, gave it its beslnning and provide ita present 

Justll'icatlon. 

11Jlodern goverruaent has become an i nstrument through 

which citizens may apply their reasoned a.ethods of pre

vention ln addition to •etbods or correction. Goverllllmt 

has become one of the most important inatr u.oents tor the 

prevention and cure ot these evils or society which I have 

sentloned . Ita concern at the 11a.ent 1s unabAted. It 

conceives or 1tsel1' as an instrument throua:h which soci al 

Justice aay prevail more areatly among men . In the de

teni:Jation or the standards that uke up social Justice, 

the widest ditcussion 1• necessary. In the last analysis, 

government can be no •or e than the collective wisdOIII: or 

ita citi:;ens. The duty or citir;ens is to increase this 

collective whdom by co~G.on counsel, by the discovery and 

consideration or facta relatin,a; to the coccon li!'e , and 

by the diacouraae=ent or those who !or selfish encb or 

throllgh cnrelfuS speech distort tacts nnd disseminate un

truth. 

•In tact.ns the problus inYolved in a world in 

which international dll'lcor d still stalks abroad, the vivid 
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interest:~ of 1r01un in the preservation ot sate peace 

should be enlhted . Constant vi&llance i s neeeuar y 

1n a nation like OW'S~ to see that ! orces that .ak.e t or 

d1acord a re diftcovered and cHscournt;ed . I have pl edged 

myaelt t o do my po.rt in keep1ng America t ree ot t hose e n

tanalea:ents that aove us c l on& the road t o war, I want to 

teal at all tlaes that I have the sustainin& 1nf'luence ot 

a healthy, sound , •nd, above all, t hor oughly Ameri can 

j:Ubl1c opinion on the subject. Uy task and the t ask or 

all those others who a r e assoc1e.te6 with me in the otf ici d 

11te or the country cnn be u.de easier 1t the c1t1J:ensh1p 

ot the nation o.nd particule.rly the women c1t1uns or the 

nation seek the t rut h and a wise appl1cnt1on ot the t r uth. 

"I hAd hoped to be able to speak to you 1n person 

by radio but my tl&&ship ia 1n the Pacitic Ocean south ot 

the Panaaa canal and the pr ob1•a or adeQ.uate transatssion 

make t his impossible . Therefore I can but extt~nd you my 

greetinss and 111y ree:rets that I am unabl e personall;r to 

participate in the valuable diseuuiona or your •ost ex

eellent c.eetina:. • 
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