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INFORilAL EXl'EKPORANEOUS REMARKS OF THE PRESIDENT 
THE CITADEL, CHARLESXON, S011l'H CAROLINA 

October 23, 1935, 4 . 30 P. M. 

(Mayor Jilaybank introduced Gmernor JohnSton 
ot South carolina, who, in turn, introduced 
the President. ) 

Governor Johnston, .l.lr . Mc.yor , lilY friends or Charleston 

a .OO of South Carolina: 

You have given me a very wonderful welc0111e h011e 

t o the c ontinentol lillits or the Ullited States. It is a very 

happy endin& t o a very happy vacation. 

I am glad to come back here after many year s , tor, 

as soa~e o! you will remember , in the old da}'S when I was 

associa ted t.•ith t he United Stat..es Nny under the Administrntion 

or that great American President, t.oodrow 1\ilson, I had the 

opportunity or coming here on several occa:~iona and ot helping 

to build up, to some degree at least, this splendid Nuy Y&.rd 

in Charleston . 

?ihen l hear d tho.t I was t o speak at The Citadel, old 

memories came back to me, memories not only of a~y own visit to 

the old school but IIUBories also of the great historic tradiUon 

of that school , an hist orical. record , a w&r record, it you please, 

of The Citadel boys t hat out;ht to be known to pery boy in the 

United States. Then when I lea rned that The Citadel had •aved, 

soa~ehow I got "lit tle cholcy over that, wonderlfll •hat lt would 

be like ond yet here I come and l rind the old Citadel repro-
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dueed. It is reproduced, I aa c:on!'ident , for 1enerat1ons t o 

come tor the continuanc e of this splendid institut ion and I 

11.11 happy indeed that you have moved it here to t hese very 

tittlng surroundings, and. that The Citadel 1IJ under the 

co..and ot fffY old friend General SWUI!erall . 

I was clad to be •ulco-ed not only by the Governor 

lind the Kayor but by my old friend Senat or &11th, but I was 

sorry indeed that 11.nother old f r iend or •ine, the Junior 

Seru-.tor, Senator Byrnes, coUOO. not be here "t the same tille. 

I have an idea ttu.t Jlllllie B)'rnes went a .. ay so that he would 

not have t o hear fishing stories fro. me . (Ls.ughter) tl'e have 

fished t ogether. I am a much better fisherman than he ts , 

only he would nsver a4a1t it. (Lau,ghter) I could tell you a 

grer.t .any tlshtnc stories, of tiahlng in .llexlcan waters ard 

ot fishing et the Treasure Island ot Cocoa in tha Pacific 

Ocean, of fishia.g near Panama, of fishing down among the San 

Bl&s Indians ln the Atlantic Ocean, in the Caribbean Sea. I 

don't lmo• whether :you would believe th• all or not. I could 

tall you about !ish that got any and about fish that ... er e 

cau.ght . (Laughter) 

'fie have ht.d a very heppy thr ee •eeka and I tlll glad. 

ln c01111ng bacJC hare to the Southern Atlantic Coast. to find 

a Y&ry definite &Yidence or what I tou.od. in my t r ip across tha 

Continent 1 
starting froa Washington a.nd go in& out through the 
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Ul dd le West 1 out into the Great Plairu1 country, through the 

Rocky ll.ountaln St at es tond finally to the Pacific Coast . Thera 

was not one dtssentilll word - - there was general acbalstion 

that this country was COllin& bt~.ek. ~ou could see it 'fOlth 

your own eyes. 

Today, on lt:ndina:, I &II told the sue story about 

South Carolina. 

Yes, we are on our way b&ek -- not just by pure chance, 

llfY f r iends, not Just by a turn or the wheel, or the cycle. 1\'e 

are coalfll back more soundly than ner before because we are 

pl&nnln& it that way , Don ' t let toeybody tell you ditterently . 

There are many grave problema ahesd . As you know, I 

spoke in San Dtea:o, in t,;allfornia, three wee1es ago toCay . I 

spoite in reaard to the ~affairs or the worlo sno I tried to raa.ce 

it clear then, as I continue to aal<e it clear today , that it 

shall be lilY earnest effort to keep this country f r ee and unf'n­

tan&led froa arcy possible war that say occur across the seas. 

I have come back very 11uch sun- burned, very much full 

of health and ready to t ackle a great many th1na:a . I wish I 

could stay with you longer but I have to be back in ll'aahincton 

tomorrow. I shall always be"r •ith 11e a very h4ppy recolle~ 

tion of thiS comin& ba;.ck home, back into our co.mtry, and a 

very happy recollection of all the dnd things you htive said 

~oneS thlo.t you haYa dona, or your co•ina out to araet ae, of my 
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opportunity once •ore to see this histori c city, to see those 

delightful and splendid old homes -- homes that belong not 

Just to you "ho are fortunate to live in Charleston, but 

homes and eh.1rches and public buildin&s that belonc to all 

or us Americans, all or us who care tor the great traditions 

or the United States . 

I hope you will ab:ays keep those hoe~es, ll:eep them 

!or yourseb·es and ~~:eep them tor your rello• country•en as 

you •ould keep the splendid traditions ot Charleston and the 

splendid traditions or South Ct:rolina. I itnow tht.t more and 

more people all over the United States a r e going to co£~e to 

visit you Just as your •elcome today maKes me want to cooe 

back every i'Osslble chl.nce that I mli:r get. lteey than.lu. 
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