


u 
INFaULAL EXTD.tPORANEOUS RE!.WUCS BY THE PRESIDENT 

ON THE OCCASION OF THE VISIT TO THE WHITE HOUSE 
OF THE WASTER FAR\!ERB GROUP 

October 25, 1935 - :5.30 o'clock P.J.l. 

It la granC to see you all. I r ecall way back 

ln 1928, •hen I wae Governor of the State or New York, 

making the !lret awards to Kaster Farmers . Since then I 

have attended several ot the ltaeter Farmers' banquete, 

both ln New York City and a t Cornell Unlveralty. 

The U:aeter Farmers oove:~~ent 1e well worth wh1le. 

Down here I oooe ln contact with lt ln other etat ee or the 

Union and wh1le we have ln New York perha1')e been mor e sue-

ceeatul ln thle movel'1ent thnn ln any other state, the idea 

hal taken hold practically all over the United Statu. 

Even down ln Georgia where a Dutohcee County tal"r.ler trice 

to r alae a little cotton, we have llaeter Famera. 

We Are making, I think, some real progress. Cer-

t a1nly, condl tlons ln general are better tht\n they were al-

though we stlll have, or course, a r ood -.:y to go. 

But t~e one 1ntereetln£" thlng to me l e that the 

country as a whole ls becoming more and 11ore understanding 

or our general ram probleme. They have cOMe to reallze 

that the indu•trlal people in the cltlee cAnnot be proeperous 
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unleas the rana people or the Unl ted State• have purchas

ing power, and that ls one or the thlfl£'8 we have been try

ing to ge t aerou t o people ln oltlee all ove r the United 

States tor the laat t wo or t hree years. 

One ot our problece 18 to increase the purchas 

ing power ot a good many sections ot the country where 

the purchasing power was extremely low ln the old days . 

We people who come rro::~ upst ate New Yorlt perhaps have very 

11 ttle real r eall r.atl on or what tar11lng ceane ln the agrl

cultur&l states of the South -- that ls, the condltlons ot 

tam. llte down there . But we are beginning to underetnnd 

that ln the North tn the sa...,e WilY that the ram population 

ot the South 1a beglnnln£ to better their condl tlons eo as 

to bring themselves up core aporoxlutel y to our condltlone 

ln the North , whloh , even today, are 1nf1n1tely better than 

they are 1n the South. 

Another thlng we ar6 trylne to get away trom -

l n part by eXperl::~ent4tlon, becauae we ce.n't alway& hl t lt 

right the f lrat tl~e -- we are trylnl" to re t away !rom the 

trel!lendoue tluotuatlono 1n crop values that the oountr1 

ha.e rone throU£h over the la•t 1 50 yeara. I always use 

an eXMple : 1! a place or real eetate or a !area or a p l eee 
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ot cl ty property were to fluc tuate i n value ~ one way 

or ~ a.nother wq, we regard that a a a very extreae 

tluetuatlon. It the olothea that we wear or the ahoea 

we buy were to fluctuate in price ~ up or ~ down, we 

would think that was a pretty aerloua thlne, and yet no

body M.s ever really r,l ven much thought to the tact tho.t 

tam prices do not heel tate to fluctuate ~ and ~ 

and ~ in a very short period or time. You take on 

the baalc crope ln thla country rror:a 1921 to 19:53, ln 

the 8prln@', the price or, let ua say, cotton fluctuated 

from 28¢' n pound dotm to 4}¢' a pound to the farmer . The 

price or wheat fluctuated rrom between $1. 30 and $1.(0 

down to as low as 25J( or 30¢ a bushel on the tam. Well , 

30¢: up to $1.20 1a a fluctuation or ~. And eo 1t eoee. 

'i'hat h true or dairy product. and 1 t l a true 

1'11 th respect to alooat everything that the tart:~ popula

tion has produced in our past hietory, and what we are 

seekint ia greater un1toroity or price and tbe avoi!Sance 

of SOllie or these terrl tio fluctuations that have made the 

far11 buelneae in thla country euoh a very hif'hly specula

tive busineu. 'l'he "10re we can ettrt.billze that buainen 

the better lt h ror the halr of the United States which 
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11 either directly engaged ln &grloulture or directly de-

pendent on agrlcul ture. 

That l e one rea10n whY I lUI eo t reoendouely keen 

about the !.laster Famer e 1 Organl:tatlon. You, ae W&.ater 

Famere, can ex-plain theae thln{':e and beoa.uae you are Kal

ter Faroer e you will be listened to tar more r eadily than 

a mere polltlclan l l lte ce, or p r oreaeora of economl oa llke 

Ed (Eaatlllan), tor instance. Are you a orofeaaor or eoono-.toe? 

I!R. EAS'l'J.iAN: No alr, I tu11 not. 

THE PRESIDE.!I't: Then, llke t &JII!>Orary banker s , 

like Henry llorgenthau, tor, I euppose whlle he le running 

the Treasury or the Un1 ted Statu he might be called a 

teopol'af"1 banker. 

It la fine to eee you all . I ana here for a fe w 

daya and a.., rolng ho:le to Hyde PArit next week, using ae 

an excuse the fact that there are only three roooe at the 

Whl te House that are ln good repa1r. I M awfully oorry 

that Hrs. Roouvel t len • t here but she had to go t o new 

York. and ehe has asked !.irs. Helm and her aunt , Mrs. Gro.y , 

to give you tea at the \'.'hi te House. Also these grounds, 

I th1nk they call the, tr.e South Grounds ot the Whl te 

House, are open to you and I hope you will eo through 
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them and have a very, ver1 good time. I w1ah I could 

go out with you myself but I have two or three appoint

cents before I start on the day ' a mall . 

'l'heee South Grounds -- that l e the of1'1o1al flAD.e, 

but we call lt the back yard-- the r e are about 14 or 15 

acres and they are l n substantially the same oondl tlon to

day lUI they were back ln the Clvll War days . Before Lln

ooln1e tine, the back yard ot the White Houae was not even 

fenced ln except for a rough, wooden fence . Andrew Jackaon 

used to keep hla co•a and sheep on the l awn. 'thla Winter, 

when wo were doing over the \Thl te House kl tchene 1'1h1ch 

needed to be brought up t o modern standards, we excavated 

under the front porch or the •·'hl te House and ln dolnc that 

we went through a brlclt wall and there we round two atone 

horee-ctalla that were put there during the adllllnatrat1on 

or Andrew Jackson , Just a little over a hundred years ago. 

There waa a big etone watering trough wtth the date on and 

the initiala 1 A. J . •; that 1a go1ng to be preserved and 

taken over to the National Uuaeua •• an h1ator1o memento 

or Andrew Jackson. So you aee 1n the old da.J'e, the Wh1 te 

House waa not only a \1h1te House but aleo a farm . I 'lfiah 

it could continue to be a ram today . 
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It le nne to see you all. There tlre many o:r 

you whom I have met before -- I would like t o ahake your 

banda again and alao would like to meet some or rou tor 

the t'irat tlme. 
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Oct.ob. · ~s . HJ5 - Js ;J::I o ' cl oc k P·•· 

H. 1~ r;rWld to :toto you ull. I rocw.ll WIV b<.ck in 

1 ~23, \-hen ! t .. 3 Gov··rnor o1' ta· Gt .. t .;,f Nenr :tor"• ~iti.CinS: 

th•..t Iir,.t bto;.rd;; w .U. .. t. r • "r:lo~r.o . .;1nce thon I tu.ve at-

t.•fldoti .wvcn'1.l or tl\ • ::r.st..:r F;..r:ll r 1 b~n<&UCtJ bot.h 1n llew 

YorK City l·:'lc1 1.\. Corn•·ll Untv.n• _,Lt.y . 

:':ae .Z..!It•r F .. r.a.,l'. ~o)V!A•nt !..1 "'.:11 •orth;~hile . 

Ualon w1u t~h.ll•~ 'f:'O ru.v in II"• Y'orJc: ? rhi.. p .:i b•wn moro Jucce!la

!Ul .Ln t.:1.l.; ·"'.,VC';) .'!.\. t.!l..n !.n -V \:lt.."l .r .,;t.;.t. , til" ido«. rus 

lit.tl~:~ cotton, " :U.v· ~ •• t· r r .. r.-~ .. r . • 

c<.~nJ.itiou l.n '.n.·!' .. l lor b t.t r t:"'l .. U t-r. ... ;,. io.;l't" lth.)U1Jl •"' 

:Jtlll h;...v. • ol' c.:>ur.: 1 toou "r 1 t·J ,.o . 

,)"t ~..;, on !..lt. • t.in t..'l.!.n; tJ ...1 1 UU.t tha clluntry 

~.Ju ... ~rlu.l P· ">Jl· in thJ cit!.;~ c:.:tn(.lt. b pro .. p ·!"ou unl. J3<~ th+J 

t~or.:a ,-.opl :~r t.n .:nit .u t. t ~ " purcn.dn poHr, blld 

t.n .t. 1.1 n• or t.h• t.hill i» ... n..v b ll t.rr ... !.n ... to ,.t ~ceo • 

t o p .•opl1· i u c1t.l..<~.J ~oll uv. r t.n Juit. •d :>t .. t •.J ,·»r the lu.J t 

t•o or thr•., :1 .. r ... . 
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Onr, o1· OU!" probl"'il..t 1 t-> lncr , ..... ., t."'.J purchoi.!:)ing 

po•er ot· a. ""'oa u:..ny ;.~.ctill•1. ol' t.n. co:.mtrJ ;~ rJ t.h ... .,ut·-

c:u •. 3ln • p:) ·r 1111.. .. ,.~~;t.r• ...1~..1.y lo 1n tJ1 ol- ct~.y... •· p;~:lpl"' 

•~''-' c .,_.. fr.>.J up .. t..tt i.l • "iot'< p rn ~ n(., v•r1 littl ~> relol 

r.>t.-11~t1<o)n .J.- L .~.- .r-:.:t~ ~ .u in r.n~ &ricultu~·-1 .Jtl.t.H; 

of t.~ C<Juth - t.;, t. L :.:1 C· !L1t.L.: .. n o~ -~.. ::.~ lit' do-.u tot.:ru . 

!lut '" -.w. e "' .lnnlu t.:> -.m ... r.Jt :.·• !.·1 :. in t.'1·~ llort.h in t.!H 

<.Y t!1-.t. t..il f .:-:a ?OP'.1l..tl.JII o. tit ·out.h .!. t> .:;l.nnin. ~ to 

':)rox!.._t.~· t,, ur .:~ ... :..tim :.'1 t.& .0-:l-t.!l, .• 1..:n, f, n t. ....... o.) , 

:..1 t.:t ... out.!\ , 



oa tl» baaic crojlll 1n th1a co.ut~ tr.. 1921 t.o 193), 1n ~ Spring, t.be 

prlc. ot, let. u• M3, oottoD. nu.ct.uat.ell fro. 28# a pCIUIIIl 4o.n t.o ::{ t pound 

18 a nuctuat.l.OG ot IIXIf,, And .., l t. coo•· 



aaoh a orery l:dJhl¥ •peaul&Un ~... TM .ore wa can 8W.bll1ze that b.lai

oe .. tbe 'bett.. 1t b tor thl hall orb thlited Stat.N wbloh b .t~\~ 

fbst la cme ..__·~I • ao ~ Jce.labo!.at U. 

u.n a ure pollticiaa Uk.e • • or protueora of ecotu•.lu UU F.4 (Ea•tman), 



It!U tiAa to - ;rou. lll.l. I .. ba'e tor • r .. ~· I:Dd 

u pi.D.& ~ to Hyde Park MZt. weD:, uiJss •• &D. uaru" tbe taot that tbln 

on]J' thrM I'OOIU at the lh1t.e IIOUH ttw.t u. 1D aood repair. I u ·~ 

wrrt that llr•. RooM'Nlt lc1 t be:N but ehe t.d to co to lft Yortt 8Dd ahe 

hu uked. 11r1. u.a eac~ bu' &UOt, Ut-•. o.rq, to 11" ;rou. ._ •t tbl rut. 

SCNM. U..O tbeM gnamda, 1 th1llk tfM;y call ~ the Sout.b 0~/ ot 

the lb.lte lb&M, ar. O,C to JOU and I hope J0U wi.ll. CO ~ ~ land 

tw,.,. t.wo or tbreo appgint..Dto before I a t.e.rt OD tJ:. da.v ' e -n. 

'l'beae South ~ - tJat 111 the o!tid.al - #I, but 

-call it. tbe bac:k 7azd - t.bcJr-. are atuut 14 o.r 15 A.C1"M and t..hq are 1n 

..................... ....,_ 



bl do.l.D&' that - wct ~ a briolr. ..U ..S hn - roua1 two n-. ~ 

at&ll.& tbat ..,.. pu.t thve during tb& adainiatr&U~m or Andrew .TaokBfXI, juat 

a Uttla owr • luadnd. :raan &CO• then waa a bi& atane •tM-J.ac ~ 

So you ... 1n u. old 411,ya, u. fthite nauae -- DQt ~ • rute 1buH but 

eJ.ao • ruw. I wtah it could COilU.. t.o t. a ran. t.oc!q. 

It 1a tine t.o OM 10'1 1111. '1'tlcre are ae.ey or you 1!tlo- I hue 

•t t.rore - I t:OUld l..l.U to am.ke JOU blada ap.LD. IIDd al..o would lib t.o 

... t aoc10 ot :rou rrn- u. n.rat u.ae. 
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