
I 

-



I NFORW.L EXTDIPORANEOUS REl.tARKS BY THE PRESIDENT 

I N GREEtiNG THE J.IDtBER8 OF THE U. 13. COUFERENCE 

OF IJAYORS AT THE WHITE HOUSE EXECUTI VE OFFICES 

November 19 , 19~5 , 4. ;,() o ' clock P.M. 

I am very glad to aee you down here . Uany or 

you I have known !)ersonal.ly tor a gTeat rsany years. lflth 

sorns or you , I have worked on mnny probler.as ln the past. 

I have not prepared any toraal speech for your 

gat hering todaf. I whh, though, that I could have eat 

in on your meeting to hear wh11.t haa been aald and to 

l earn aore about the problece or government. 

lfe have, all or us, I think, learned a great 

deal about the probleoa or government, in the broad aense 

of the word, in the pe.at tcw yeara. 1fe have tried exper-

lmenta -- so1:1e or them have bean very auoceastul and aor.1e 

or thea, like all experiment s , have not been qul te eo auc-

oeaeful . Through thh proceaa, we are bulldlng up, aa 

Mayor Hoan haa eald, a new relationship -- a perfectly 

sound relationship between the differ ent branches or eo•-

erru:~ent, munloipal , state and nati onaL 

One ot the newspaper men , a rew 110nente ago ln 

the preaa conference, asked the kind or queat1on you are 

all asked and I Gl asked avery week, the kind or question 
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we get r ather t i red o r bel ng aeked . Ltember e or the pr eu 

are preeent, I know, but I do not ml nd t hee hearing t h l e 

because eu oh queetlone a1 thla r eally are silly . 'l'he par ­

ticular question was thl a: • te the Oovel'l'ment going to 

atop giving relief next July?• Now, that 1e the kind ot 

thing we have got to combat ln thle count ry -- epread1ng 

t he word around tha t everybody who is now on Mil let ls not 

going to be taken ca.re of atart1ng wlth the tlret or July. 

Uy anawer was that the Federal Government, &nd I 

11.111 aure your answer trill be the eame tor the cl ty govern­

ments , did not propose to let peopl e starve after the flret 

ot J uly any raore than we have during t he paet raw years. 

We are learnln[t aliso a greater e!Uolency. Cer­

tainly the new work thle year , eo tar as laet1ng ueetul.neea 

la concerned, has been 1nt1n1tely •ore successful , better 

pl&nned an4 better carrie4 out than it -.As un4er the old 

c . w. A. prograc of the AutUDn or 1933. Think -.hat a gain 

it hae been in two yeare . Go over the 11ets or projeote, 

both W. P . A. and public works th1a year, and the percent­

age or tho• Which will be or laating benefit to the com­

munl ties 18 very, very high. That i s so~eth 1ng that I 

think the aver age ci t1 un 1n all or your c1 t i es aoprecl-
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&tea , l n eplte of varlou a attacka which have been 11111.de on 

theae project• . 

or course, ln the last analysts, you people who 

run governmente or the clt1ee ln thle country -- and ln t he 

oountr,r dletrlcta, the aupervlaore and county coaalaalonere - ­

nre reaponelble tor these projeota . You people eugr-ut them 

and, on the whole , your auggeat1ona with respect t o these 

proj ects have been extraonUnar1l)' good - - a very high per­

centaBe, lt' I may say ao. I ar.1 perfectly del1gh t ed wl th the 

usefulness and oenaanenoe or these project s. 

lYell, all of' thle has ooce about ln the oour ae of' 

l ees than three years. All or ua have learned a l ot but we 

etlll have a lot t~ learn. There are various proce .. ea of' 

government that can be almpl1t1cd and oueht t o be dmpl1!1ed. 

For eXIUilple , and thle h not Ill' fault becauu Con­

greu put lt ln the bill, I nave to atrn -.11 the allotment• 

ln person. I have alrned hundred•, t housand• of allot ment 

paper• tor Yar1ous proJect• . or courte , they ought neYer 

to co::~e t o 111 deek but wo have to go t hroush all k1nd8 or 

what they call •red tape• becauee or the lAw. i'lhen auch 

th11"tf'8 cot:ae 1n here troll the vaMou• locallt1es, they have 

t o fO throuf:h a certain procesc. They have to go , ln part, 
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to the Director or the Budget, and then they coce to me an4 

then the)' go to the Conptroller General or the United Statea. 

There haa been a lot or t alk about projects being held up tor 

a l ong tlr.~e by tho Cor.wtroller General but, 11tter all , he le 

111111 ted l n the a tart whleh he ea.n poulbl y have to pass on 

these proJects and the Q.)' he has done 1 t haa been perfectly 

nne . Hie people are worn to the bone. They have been work­

ing day and night but t he projeota have been coming t hrough 

and I think aome people are golr.s to tlnd ln a few week• that 

the progran aa a whole la golrtg to be carried out before the 

end ot Nove•ber, juet aa planned a•ay back laat Spring. 

I would like to ea.y another word on a aubject , an 

important subject, that you and I have in lllind. That subject 

la taxation. At you know, taxea have grown up l ike fopay ln 

thle country. or oouree , there hnvo been a great !:IS.ny er-

torte to a1111pl1fy taxation -- to eetabl1sh l1noe or demar ca­

tion between the different typee of taxation, g1T1ng certain 

tJl)ea to localltlea, other typea to the Statee and et1ll other 

typee t o the reoeral Governnent. But •o are all atep9lng on 

each other' a toea , eapeclally ln these paet t1ve , ten or tit-

teen yeare -- ln fact virtually aince the ber.lnnlnt of the 

World War the general tax altuation ln the Unl ted State a 
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haa beooae not only 11ore c omplicated but hae called tor re­

Yislon. We haven't had a revt.lon and I thlnt the tlce la 

coming -- not thle co~lng ecualon ot Congreaa because we 

hope t hat 1 t will be e. very abort aeaolon - - but by the fol­

lowing year, when all of ua can get toget her and Bit around 

a table and wo rk out a. better a1atcm or taxatlon, State , 

municipal a nd Federal. I thlnk you can aafely aoauce t hat 

l ate thla ~11nter we al'il golne: to ask you t o come down and 

talk about that subJect around the table - - I suppose lt 

will be dignlflod into having the naae of a Tax Conference 

but I woul d r ather keep 1 t informal and get peo~le ' 11 v1e1u 

and hnve 1 t a oontlnulng study which will bring forth 801:\11 

lt1nd or intelligent rel')ort ecce t1me be-fore the cloee or 

the year 1936. 

or course, we don ' t want to get it mixed up wlth ­

I belleve t her e i ll an election next Fall. Uayor Hoa.n hae 

.. ld that th18 1• a non-p~~.rti&&.n gather ing and we have to 

keep l t eo and , 1n the a.pp:roachil\fl conference , -e have to 

t h lnk of taxa t ion in a non-partisan ep1rl t. 

It haa been f ine t o see you all and I hope to see 

you aeoin next Spring when n can talk a l ot aore about e0111e 

thing• we ought really to talk about. llany thank• tor coming. 



1-.a in t.bll paat. 

~ iilWil8 BI fll'. Plll.SID!M' 
D aiESTilfG tHE .IIE.IBDtS OF nt; U. S. 
CCilPEUZ:CS 07 IW'ORS At THE lrtll'lE HOOSE 
EXECUTI VE OI'FICES, HOY.iilmER 19 , 19)5 , 

J.s )O o'clock P.Y. 

w111h, tboqb, that I or:nWi ban aat 1D. oa. 7our -UD~ to bear wbat b .. helm 

t.r1ed ~YI - - of thea ba" liND. ~ec.aaful ad --. or u-, 

11U .U ~t.a, han aot. bMD qW.te .o .ucceaaf\Ll.. ftlrouc:h th1a proceaa, 
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Jd.nd ot quaaUCID. - p t. l'&t.ber t;.1.r.d or ba1nf: ulted. ~ ..,bera or 

U. prua are pre-t, I :moo., but. I do not. .ad u- t.ari.JI1 thia ~ 

aucb queat1ona u thia ~ are ·~· the pu-Uc:llla:r queat1on waa thiaa 

ldDd or t.hiq " tan cot t.o co::~t.t. 1n w.. 001.\Db'y - ~~~ \be 1IOT'd 

UOW'Id thnt aney'tlocb' wb:J la n01t ~ nllat h QOt JOl.ni: to ~ take care or 

at.art.iq tr1 tb t.be firat or Jul¥. 

'U' anawr -.. that t.!w Federal ~t., &ad I aa ~ your manr 

W1ll be t.he - tor the o1 ty co...-ern.mt.., did DOt propoae to Ut people ataz-to. 

af't.eT the !1nt ot .Tul,y NV' ac>H tlw1 •• ban 4\,ll"i.Qs: ~ saat !ft )'e&ra . 

h are ~ &lao a cr-ter artio.Leac)'. c.rt..a1nl;r the - work 



two ,..ara. Oo O"n:" tot. Uata ot projoe.ta, both • · P • .&. Md public wort:. 

c~1tiee 1a nrry, very high. That 1a aoaothinc t.Mt I think t.be lrYWqe 

c1U1«1 1n .U ot 7fXU c1U.a ap~te•, 1n ap1t.e of .ario.a •tt.u:U Wbioh 

taft befln Md• 01:1. these proj ect.a. 

ot oou.r.a, 1n u. loat ~w. JOU people mo .nm ~t.a or 

t.M c1Uca 1n t.hla count.z7 - and 1n the counb'y dbtrlcta, t.bl aupwrleora 

ud COUDf;: -.ln1~a - a-. :rea;w:auible tar t.t.• project... lou people 

project.a. 

Well, aU ot th1a taa come about 1n tM OiJI.&!'M ot leaa than three 

,...ra. W o! ~ ba• o lMrDod • lot bolt .. at.Ul t.,.,. a lot to leanl. fbwe 

u • .ar10d proo•aua ot conm~~ent t hat cnn be alapllt1od and ouat.t to be 



7or uaapl.e, Md tbh 11 D.ot -.:f tault becauM Conan•• put 1t 1D. 

the b1ll, I br-.. to lip o.ll. the &ll.of.amt. 1D. periOD. I baq •1cned b.m­

dredl , t.bOUMDda or .UO~t P'9"' tor .ar10111 proJ ect.. or cOW"M, f.Jw¥ / 

aught Dlftr to 00t11 to rq dc•k but. " ha-.. t.o go ~ aU kind• or Wbat 

tba,. call •Nd ta.»• bac.auH ot t he la.. 11-. wch t.bi.D<!a _. bl. here rro. 

the -..r10UI l.ocaliUea, tblll)" bl-.. to go ~ a certain s--.,.... tbe]o be-.. 

to go • 1D. l*t"t, to U. Di~VO! Budpt, ead. then they ~ to .. and that 

thq 10 to t t. Cc.ptrolla.r GeDcrU or u. l.ID.1ted. ~tat.a. '!h.en baa been • 

lot of talk ab:Nt projeota beJnc bd.d u.i) t or a loo& tt.aa bJ tba eo.ptrollar 

General W.t., att.er aU, ha U lla1tad 1D. tba atatr wh1ch be caD po .. lblJ 

tz.no to pu.a QD U..M ,roJecta aDd tom -.:1 M bl.a dOD.e 1 t baa bMI:I puo!ectlJ" 

t1Da. Hla ~ a.re .om t.o ton. "bca.e. n.:,- M-.. beaD ~ d.)' Wld ni&ht 

W.t the projacta ht.va baeD cos1q tllr<lllgb and I th1Dk ._ pao;)le a.re 101D&" 



out before the -.:1 ot •~ber, juat aa plauned. •111111 t.ck lut S;:r-in&:• 

I would llU to Nl another word OD a .abject, WI iaportlmt aubject, 

t.t.t 1011 &l:ld I h.&'" b. aiDd. Tl:&t INbject. 18 tuatioa. U JOU blow, tau. 

h&Ye P'QWn up ll.ke !opq iA t.h1a oou.ntey . Ot oourae, ~btl.,.. been a 

cr-t -.zq attort.l to lli.llpl.1l7 t&xaUOa. - to eatabliah llDM or ci~Uaa 

bet.Mo the ctUrU'mt type& o! ta.xaUoo, glrtna; certaJ.n typaa to localltiea, 

oUter t;Jpoa to the St.at.a IQ4 atill otblr t.ypea \0 the l'edezoal. Qoor-t. 

t..a or !'i.!"t.eM 1 .. u - iA tact ri.rtual.J¥ aiDce the be~ o r the Vorld 

W4lt' tba gceral t.u. aitu&UOD b. the United St&t.el bu beco. DOt onl,y ., .... 

cQIIPllcatecl b.at t.a callad. tor redaica. .. he.1'111.1 t tad a NY1.a:lca aad I 

hoopa t.!:at it. w1lJ. be I nry abort Maa.lOD - blt 'qy the folloriAa: ye&r0 wbao 

all or ua C&D pt. toe-U.r lliCI d.t. ll'OUDcl a table and woric: out a better 



baYlD& the rwM of a Tax Contannce but. I tiOW.d re.t.hor lutep it. !Albnal and 

pt. .,.o;UAI' • rt .. arad baft it. a coat1m&1Jl& •tucb' whieh wW briDe toMb 

~ ldnd ot i.Q.t.olli,.nt. re;xJrt. :wM t.u. t.fore the cloee of' t.hl 7MZ 19)6. 

ot oour~e • .-. *'n1 t. wut t.o pt. it. .u.ct u.p with - I belllft there 

h 10 election aaxt. hl.l. l&rl,yo:- Hoon ha• aJ.d t.!w.t. t.hil h • aoa-part.!MD 

pt.blrJ.n&: .nd "haft t.o kMp it 10 and, iA the qproacb.i.Qr ooat'IZ"eff.OIJ" 

ht.Y• t.o t.h1Ait ot t..n.xat.ioo 1D a a.on-j)U'Uaen apirl t.. 
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